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I N THE last decade of the eight
eenth century there came to New 
England and settled in the growing 

town of Boston two French priests of 
extraordinary learning and piety. The 
first to be assigned to char small mission 
was Father francis Matignon, doctor of 
rhe famous Sorbonne in Paris, the lead-
ing ecclesiastical educational institution 
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the impression made on him by Father 
Cheverus and Dr. Matignon in a letter 
to Mrs. Seton dared October 8, 1804: 

" D earest friend and sister: I have 
before me your last two letters. . . . 
They are admirable pieces. to me, of 

in France. Father Marignon is called by , f; 
Bishop Cheverus, "The Father of the ·-g 
Diocese of Boston." Father John Chev- i 
erus arrived in New England several f 
years after rhe coming of Dr. Matignon, ~ 
and together they labored unceasingly ! 
among the poor little flock __ .. _ .. -4, 
char has since grown co such -=2;_:::;;,:;.i::,;~0 _. 

gigantic proportions. The 
fame of these rwo great priests 
soon spread throughout the 
countryside and the non-Cath-
olics of many a New England 
settlement held them in high
est esteem. Not a few strange 
faces were among the Catholic 
congregation that gathered on 
Sunday morning in their little 
frame church to hear Mass 
and listen co rhe simple bur 
inspiring words of these cul-
tured and refined French 
gentlemen who lived together 
in scannfy furnished quarters 
near their chapel. 

Through Antonio Filicchi 

Ir was through Antonio 
Filicchi, whose every thought 
seemed to be about Mrs. Se-
ton's spiri:ual welfare, that 
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these two priests came to know about her 
distressed condition. Antonio had occa
sion ro make ra:her frequent business 
trips to Boston and its neighboring towns 
in the interest of developing trade with 
the growing colonies. New England, and 
especially chat pare of it which borders 
Massachusetts Bay, was tl1e great trade 
center of che northern colonies. Soon 
after his visit to Boston, Antonio be
came well acquainted with these extra
ordinary priests who claimed rhe un
bounded admiration of all who had the 
happiness to meet them. He describes 

A Letter from Mother Seton 

the most exquisite virtue and ele&ance, 
and as such utterly discourage my feeble 
mind and slyle for their proper answer. 
I enclose !hem bolh originally to my 
worthy Bishop Carroll and ask his help 
and direction . ... Las/ Tuesday, my 
wedding day, sacred to the Guardian 
Angel, I went to church to confession . 

Official Publication 

Of the Vice Postulator 
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Oh, dear sister, what worthy clergymen 
are here! Their countenance, their con
duct, their doclrine are acknowledged 
with enthusiasm by most of the Prot
estants themselves. Our church is mostly 
crowded by them on Sunday to hear the 
sermons of our iearned Cheverus, and 
some conversions take place from time 
to time without any murmurings at 
all. . " 

Friend in Time of Crisis 

Shortly after this visit to Boston by 
Antonio Filicchi, a correspondence was 
scarred between Mrs. Seton and her 

clerical friends in Boston. Boch 
Father Cheverus and Dr. 
Macignon became intensely 
in re reseed in her spiritual wel
fare. All her doubts, all her 
fears, her hopes and disap
pointments were presented to 
her newly-found spiritual di
rectors in Boston. From chis 
rime until her death rhe cor
respondence between Father 
Cheverus, who became the first 
Bishop of Boston in 1809, 
and afterwards Cardinal-Arch
bishop of Bordeaux, and Mrs. 
Seton was continuous. When 
che climax of her struggle 
a~ai.i1~t the forces of dc•.1bt 
a~d despondency threatened co 
overwhelm her on chat mem
orable Feast of the Epiphany 
in 1806, it was to Father 
Cheverus char she wrote what 
was probably rhe most impor
tant letter of chat crying pe-

riod of her life. The reply that she re
ceived from her devoted friend filled 
her soul with supreme comfort and con
solation. The way was now cleared, the 
barriers were down and she marched 
majestically and fearlessly through the 
wide-open doors of the Church. All dur
ing her life she loved to recall the writ
ing of that famous letter to Father 
Cheverus, and she cherished the inspir
ing answer that he sent co her doubting 
heart. It is indeed unfortunate rhar we 
have not been able to find a copy of 
either letter among (Cont. 011 Page ,!) 
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REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

V. Postulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, 
as the Apostolic Postulation for the 
Cause of Canonization of Mother Eliz
abeth Ann Seton, Foundress of the 
Sisters of Charity in America, is part 
of the Sacred Congrega-tion of Rites in 
Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organiza
tion established in 1939, with the ap
proval of th'? Holy See, to promote the 
Canonization of Mother Seton in every 
way possible, by means of literature, 
religious articles, etc. 

The 811/letin is issued quarterly. 
Yearly Subscription 2 5c 

Membership in the Guild includes the privilege 
of receiving copies of the Bulletin gratis. 

Address all communications to 

Central Office of the 

flltot~rr ~don Oiuilil 
Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity: 
St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson N. Y . 
Mt. St. Vincent 
Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio 
Convent Station 
Seton Hill 

Halifax 
Cincinnati 

N. J. 
Greensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause 
are met by the donations of the clients 
of Motlier Seton, and by the member
ship subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription ----$ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership - $10.00 
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the many memoirs we have of Mother 
Seton. However, the following letter to 
Father Cheverus is eloquent in expressing 
the gratitude of her joyful heart: 

Grateful Appreciation 

New York, 30th March 1805 
"Rev. and dear Sir: My heart offers 

you the tribute of its lively gratitude for 
your kind and charitable interest in its 
sorrows when I was oppressed with 
doubts and fears, and hastens, after the 
completion of its happiness, to inform 
you that through the boundless mercy 
of God, and aided by your very satis
factory counsels, my soul offered all its 
hesitations and reluctances a sacrifice to 
God, and on the £4th of March was 
admitted to the true church of Jesus 
Clmst, wzth a mzna grateful and satis
fied as that of a poor shipwrecked mar
iner on being restored to his home. 

"I should immediately have made a 
communication so pleasing to you, but 
have been necessarily very much en
gaged in collecting all the powers of my 
soul to receive the pledge of eternal 
happiness with which it has been blessed 
on the happy day of the Annunciation." 
(Mrs. Seton received her First Holy 
Communion on the Feast of the Annun
ciation, March 25, 1805.) "I seemed 
then to be admitted to a new life, and 
to the peace which passeth all under
standing; and with David I now say: 
'Thou hast saved my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling'; and certainly most earnestly 
desire to 'walk before Him in the land 
of the living' esteeming my privilege so 
great, and what He has done for me 
so far beyond my most lively hopes, 
that I can scarce realize my own happi
ness. Pray for me, dear sir, that I may be 
faithful and persevere to the end; and 

wo-ald beg ~you iiilvise andcounse1 
how to preserve my inestimable bless-
mg .. 

,, 

Father Tisserant 

In answer to this acknowledgment of 
her gratitude, Fadier Cheverus wrote 
from Boston the following reply which 
he sent by his friend, Father Tisserant, 
like himself a French emigre, who was 
stationed for some time at a little mis
sion in Elizabethtown, about twenty-five 
miles from New York. 

June ISt, 1805 
" Dear Madam: The Rev. Mr. Tis

serant, by whom I intended writing be
fore, is going to New York on Monday; 
and to gratify him and myself, I desire 
him to deliver this letter to you, and 
one of the prayer-books which have been 
printed here for the use of our ch11rch, 
and which l beg yort to accept as a 
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small token of my friendship and re
spect. I would send some other book, 
but, by what Mr. Filicchi told me, I 
believe you have a copy of every one 
I have here. I hope that you continue 
to enjoy that peace which surpasseth all 
understanding. Should it howe11er be 
disturbed by doubts, anxieties, etc.~ do 
not get discouraged. In the midst of the 
storm, and when Jesus seems to be 
asleep, call on Him with earnestness. 
He will rise, and everything will be 
calm within you. 

"If you want advice upon any par
ticular subject, Mr. Tisserant is both 
learned and pious, and I ha11e no doubt 
his con11ersation will be pleasing to you. 
Whene11er you think I can be of any 
use to you, I beg, dear madam, you will 
apply.uithout any fear of doing 1t too 
often. l shall always answer your es
teemed letters with punctuality and in 
the best manner I am able . ... 

"Be so kind as to remember me in 
your prayers. May you, like the Blessed 
Virgin and the other holy women who 
were with the Apostles, be filled with 
t':e Holy Ghost. He will, I hope, en
lighten, sanctify, and comfort you. 

"With sincere and respectful friend
ship, I remain, dear madam, your most 
obedient, humble servant. 

John Che11erus" 

Unfailing Friendship 

Though the learned and pious Father 
Tisserant filled the office of spiritual di
rector for Mrs. Seton during the period 
immediately after her conversion, it was 
to Father Cheverus and Dr. Matignon 
that she turned for counsel when she 
was in need of any special advice con
cerning her spiritual or temporal affairs. 
Without their consent she would do 
nothing of any moment. As their cor
respondence was prolon_g'4__an th,.v 
ecame etter an etter acquainted, 

their mutual esteem and respect were 
immeasurably increased. All the secrets 
of her heart were laid bare to the 
sympathetic eyes of these good and holy 
men. Her trials from the petty persecu
tions of those who were formerly near 
and dear to her affectionate heart, her 
troubles and anxieties about her finan
cial affairs, about the education of her 
children, about her own plans for her 
future . . . all diese things were duly 
submitted to her faithful friends in 
Boston and were made the subject of 
their discussion. Though Father C!·ev
erus wrote to her more frequently than 
Dr. Matignon, yet it is apparent from 
the letters that both sat in earnest dis
cussion on every question diar was of
fered for their consideration by their 
spiritual daughter in what was th en far 
away New York.(Continued on Page 5) 
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On Thursday, the twenty-third of No
vember, the Apostolic Court opened its 
sessions in the Notre Dame Seminary in 
New Orleans. It was convened by the 
direct orders of the Sacred Congrega
tion of Rices to examine officially all the 
data submitted to Rome through che 
Vice-Postulator in reference to the re
markable cure of Sister Gertrude Kor
zendorfer, Daughter of Charity of the 
Western Province of the United States. 
The details of the cure were reported in 
a special article written for the BULLETIN 
of March, 1943. This presentation of the 
circumstances surrounding the extra
ordinary recovery of Sisrer Gertrude a t
tracted wide-spread interest in all parts 
of the country. The article describing 
the principal derails of the cure was 
c:ipied in whole or in part by most of 
the Catholic newspapers from coast to 
coast. 

Holy See Urges Court 

All the reports on the even:s leading 
up to the cure of S!Ster Gertrude, the 
sworn testimonies of the Sisters con
cerned, the legally certified findings of 
the pathologists, the laboratory tech
nicians and doctors in attend ·rnce were 
scrupulously gathered together, phoco
s:aced, signed and formally sealed for 
delivery to the Holy See. The examina
:ion of chis material by the authorities 
in Rome led co the decision chat the 
case, as presented, merited further of
ficial examination. Through rhe Apos
tolic Delegation in Washington letters 
were sent to the Vice Postulacor, Fa
ther Burgio, informing him of the ac
tion of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rices, and instructing him to present che 
directive from char Congre3ation, per
r.1itting Archbishop Rummel of New 
Orleans to open Apostolic Court in his 
Archdiocese, for the purpose of ex
~mining, with the strictest attention to 
di formalities, the various circumstances 
~urrounding the cure. 

Members of the Court 

The Court as constituted is made up 
of experts in those things chat are under 
discussion. The Church is represented di
reedy by the Archbishop of New Or
leans, Archbishop Rummel. It is under 
his presidency that the action of the 
Court is proceeding. With him, safe
guarding the rights of the Church, are 
specially chosen theologians, doctors of 
canon law and authorities on ecclesias
tical procedure in affairs pertaining to 
beatification and canonization courts of 
inquiry. Since the evidence to be con-
idered is from the field of pathology, 
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medicine, and surgery, eminent experts 
in these branches of science are in con
stant attendance, and their testimony is 
taken with meticulous attention paid to 
every opinion they present from the 
standpoint of scientific knowledge. These 
scientists are not members of the Cath
olic Church. In fact, the principal med
ical authority, who has freely offered his 
services to che board, is a non-Christian 
who professes no religion but calls him
self an agnostic, that is one who claims 
chat knowledge about God is beyond the 
powers of man. This eminent authority 
is fully acquainted with all the derails 
of che cure from the viewpoint of med
ical science. His advice t:i the Court 

3Jn ,ffltmoriam 
It is with deep regret chat we an

nounce to the friends of M orl:er 
Seton's Cause the sudden death of 
Sister Zoe, Sister-Servant at the 
United States M1rine Hospital for 
Lepers at Carville, L:luisiana. Sister 
Zoe was an enthu:;iastic supporter of 
every activity relating to the Cause, 
and always was the first to lend en
couragement to every new endeavor. 
As Sister-Servant at Carville, she in
terested all the lepers under her 
charge in furthering by every means 
in their power, especially by their 
prayers of resignation, the Beatifica
tion and Canonization of Mother 
Seton. May she, through the merci
ful Lord, enjoy eternal peace! 

and his testimony will be of invaluable 
aid to the theologians, the canonists and 
the other ecclesias:ical representatives. 
He accepted the invitation to join the 
Court with a great deal of satisfaction. 
To him it is a great privilege to be as
sociated with men of such integrity of 
character. 

Progress of Proceedings 

The proceedings have been carried on 
regularly since the third week in Novem
ber and the first four weeks have been 
marked by steady methodical progress. 
The evidence submitted to the court has 
been examined carefully and referred 
to the proper judges for evaluation. 
Nothing definite has come from the 
Court or can be expected in the very near 
future. The complete, detailed minutes 
of all meetings will be put in final form 
at the end of the sessions and will then 
be forwarded to Rome under the official 

PAGE THREE 

seal of the Court. The Roman authorities 
will re-examine the whole case and after 
exhaustive discussion by the members 
of the Congregation, who are specially 
trained to judge such things, the official 
and authoritative decision will be given. 
It is the hope and prayer of every de
votee of Mocher Seton's Cause chat the 
outcome will be favorable. 

New Orleans and Mother Seton 

le is, indeed, befitting chat this impor
tant seep in the Cause should be taken 
in the city of New Orleans which is 
rich in memories connected with Mother 
Seton. It was to New Orleans that 
Bishop DuBour ent shortly fter h,.,_ __ _ 
relinquished his duty as Superior of 
Mother Seton's little community in Em
mitsburg. During the years he was 
Bishop in New Orleans, Bishop Du-
Bourg time and time again expressed 
che wish chat Mother Seton's daughters 
might come to his diocese. This was not 
p:issible during Mother Seton's lifetime, 
but about twelve years after her holy 
death, in 1834, New Orleans was towel-
come the Sisters from Emmitsburg who 
came to establish the Charity Hospital, 
which is today one of the world's great 
medical centers. This was only the first 
of several other foundations since made 
from Emmitsburg. The Sisters from 
Mother Seton's beloved Sc. Joseph's are 
well known to the citizens of that great 
metropolis of the South, and New Or-
leans owes much to Mother Seton and 
her devoted daughters. 

Visitors to the Office 
We were favored in the days immedi

:u ely hefore Christmas by a visit from 
Sister Mary Noreen, Sister M . Micha
ela, Sister Regina Clare and Sister Vir
ginia, of the Sisters of Charity from Mt. 
St. Joseph-on-Ohio. 

Soon after Christmas we were glad to 
welcome Sister M. Ruth and Sister 
Loretta de Sales from Convent Station, 
New Jersey. 

On January twenty-second, we were 
happy to have as our guests, Mon
signor Moore, pastor of St. Peter's 
Church on Barclay Street in New York, 
Father McIntyre, his assistant, and Mrs. 
Eaton, who came to Emmitsburg in 
preparation for her work in writing on 
the life and works of Mother Seton. 
(Sc. Peter's is where Mocher Seton was 
received into the Church, made her First 
Confession, and received her First Holy 
Communion, and was confirmed.) 
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
We have about twenty or twenty-five 

letters which we hope to mention indi
vidually in this issue of the BULLETIN; 
however, we know beforehand that 
space will not permit the use of even 
half that number. We thank the Sisters 

Officers of Senior Unit, Mother Seton League, 
St. Brigid High School, Xe,iia, Ohio 

"Each day we say a prayer for the 
Canonization of Mother Seton and rec
ommen'd to God the request of each 
member of the class that her Canoniza
tion be brought about soon. We should 
like to l,a-ve a picture of Mother Seton 
for our classroom. We are pleased to 
know that, as members of the Mother 
Seton Guild, we shall share in the 
Christmas No-vena of Masses offered 
in the chapel where Mother Seton daily 
assisted at Mass." 

Baltimore, Md. 

St. Dominic's School, Hamilton, again 
pledges a year filled with many activities 
in the interest of the Cause: 

-, All the pupils are to be en rolled 
again this year as Guild members. Daily 
prayers are said and one Mass and Holy 
Communion are to be offered each 
month by many of the pupils. Pictures 
of Mother Seton with the prayer ha-ve 
already been distributed to our pupils. 
Yesterday one of the little ones told 
us that the Librarian of the local library 
requested that we send her Mother 
Seton's picture to be placed in the 
library. You may be sure of the coopera
tion of all the Sisters and students at 
St. Dominic's." and also the boys and girls of the schools 

who have written in to tell us of their 
activities. We welcome such letters espe- Jersey City, N. J. 
cially because they help very much to From Our Lady of Victories School, 
increase interest in the Cause. Some the girls of the Fourth Grade sent ten 
Sisters are most helpful in writing about full membership donations wishing to 

their work and about their future plans. have their mothers enrolled in the Guild 
A very large number, whom we know for the coming year. The memberships 
are doing splendid work, never send us are to be their special Christmas gifts to 
the good news. To them we send a their mothers. This is an addition to 

pleading "PLEASE." fifty-one other memberships sent re
cently. Detroit Michi_g_a'""n,,_ _____ _ 

From St. Leo's .School, whose activities 
are always most interesting, we have a 
letter which we can quote only in part: 

"This year we are ha-ving the girls 
work for Mercy Hall, a Catholic insti
tution run by a lay woman for indigent, 
incurable cancer cases. Miss Gibson is 
doing a tremendous work, almost ri-val
ling Mother Alphonse Lathrop's acti-vi
ties for cancer patients. We ha-ve our 
first meeting Monday and we then hope 
to give real impetus to all our spiritual 
and corporal activities." 

This is but one of the many works 
undertaken by the Setonites at St. Leo's 
High School. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

St. Monica's Junior Commercial Class 
sends a class letter together with a gen
erous contribution to the Cause: 

Lawrence, Mass. 

The pupils of the eighth grade of St. 
Patrick's School sent forty-four subscrip
tions to the BULLETIN with the follow
ing note signed by Miss Patricia Hay, 
Secretary: 

" We have been -very much interested 
in the Mother Seton Cause and ha,,e 
been taking the BULLETIN for two years. 
In addition we say the prayer every da y 
and we go to Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays." 

Highland Park, Pa. 

From the Sisters of the Immaculate 
Heart of St. Lawrence School, we have 
the following accounr of one of their 
;;.ctivities: 

" I am sure you will be interested to 
learn about our panel discussion con
ducted by the eighth grade. The mem-
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bers of the group worked very hard for 
several weeks and presented the topic 
in a very interesting way. Both the chil
dren who worked on the panel and all 
who took part as the audience, know a 
great deal more than they did about our 
wonderful Mother Seton. The children 
are asking her to obtain from God a 
just and lasting peace." 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Our local parish school, St. Eu
phemia's, recently staged a very success
ful playlet on an incident in M other 
Seton's life. Margaret Paxson, Allen 
Stoner and Patricia Lingg played the 
principal characters. The Betty Bayley 
Club sponsored the drama, and together 
with the school society "Christ the King 
Club," sent a very generous onation 
as a Chri tmas gift to the Guild . 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Elizabeth Seton High School was 
the scene of an interesting drama en
titled, "As a Grain of Mustard Seed." 
This was a part of the Mother Seton 
Day Celebration of January fourth. The 
celebration began with High Mass and 
then followed a presentation of the de
velopment of the Community which 
Mother Seton established in Emmitsburg 
in the year 1809. 

Xenia, Ohio 

We are pleased to be able to present 
to our readers the pictures of d1e officer, 
of the Junior and Senior Units of the 
Mother Seton League of St. Brigid 
High School. Both these units have a 
splendid record of Catholic Action un
der the auspices of the Mother Seton 
Cause. Their activities consist of cor-

(Continued on Page 6) 

Officers of Junror Unit, Mother Seton League. 
t . Brigid High School, Xenia, Ohio 
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FAVORS ACKNOWLEDGED 

The following favors have been se
lected from the large number that have 
been sent to the Guild office during the 
past month. We regret that we are un
able to publish more. Some of the read
ers of the BuLLETIN have promised to 
have their letters in the pages of the 
BuLLETlN but we are unable to offer 
space for more than a very few of the 
letters addressed to us. When acknowl
edging favors, kindly give the details, if 
possible. 

New Orleans, La. 

"This letter is sent in thanksgiving 
for a favor n1hich was granted me. My 
little girl eight years of age developed 

_a Jarible earache the night after Christ
mas. The doctor thought it would de
velop into a mastoid. He called it a 
strep abscess. I prayed to Our Lady of 
the Rosary and Mother Seton. The doc
tor lanced the abscess and it drained for 
ten days. My little girl and I started a 
novena to Mother Seton. It seemed that 
she got relief from her trouble and went 
to sleep shortly after the novena started. 
I thought this was wonderful in view of 
how serious the doctor said the abscess ,, 
was. (W. W. F.) 

Denver, Colorado 

'A little personal note to report the 
granting of a favor through Mother 
Seton. My brother had a badly infected 
foot and had been ill since the middle 
of July. I prayed to Mother Seton and 
sent him a relic. Now, after four months 
he is able to walk on it and go to work. 
He has great faith in Mother Seton." 

(Sister A. M.) 
Haddonfield, N. J. 

"This letter is written in thanksgiving 
for a favor received through Mother 
Seton. Two years ago after a long siege 
of pneumonia, I contracted a cough 
which remained with me despite con
stant medication. The doctor said it was 
not tubercular. This autumn it became 
much worse and I turned to Mother 
Seton for help, promising her that I 
would contribute to her Cause if I were 
cured by Christmas. As the time drew 
nearer there was no improvement until 
this week, the week before Christmas. 
Now the cough has completely disap
peared and I feel perfectly fine." 

(M. E. S.) 
Newark, N. J. 

"For almost a month I had suffered 
with arthritis. It was so bad I could 
hardly put my foot on the ground for 
fear of jarring the knee. The doctor told 
me that I had a very bad case of bone 
arthritis. I was told to pray to Mother 
Seton and I promised a Mass for her 

Cause and publication of the favor if 
she helped me. It was Sunday when I 
was handed the prayer leaflet and by 
Thursday all the pain had disappeared. 
No one could understand how I could 
be cured so quickly." (Sister A. V.) 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

"One week ago my brother took a 
spell which had every appearance of a 
stroke. So I started to pray to Mother 
Seton for his recovery. Thanks be to 
God, my prayers have been answered 
and he is practically well. I had pinned 
some relics on my brother while he was 
ill. With fervent hope that soon Mother 
Seton will be beatified, I am, Sincerely, 

(Miss M. G.) :.' 
Dallas, Texas 

" l had the following marvelous re
sults from my prayers to Mother Seton. 
First , my husband had great trouble 
with his leech, but he is now greatly 
improved due to my prayers, I am sure. 
Second, my daughter could not get res
ervations at college until 1945, but after 
a few days' prayer we received a tele-

In every disappointment, great 
or small, let your heart fly direct 
to Him, to your Saviour, throw
ing yourself into His arms for 
refuge in every pain and sorrow; 
He will never leave you nor for
sake you. 

-Mother Seton 

gram from the Mother Superior telling 
us that she had accommodations ready 
for her. There were other smaller favors 
which I have received." (P. L. 0.) 

Jamaica Plain, Mass. 

"About a month ago I was fortunate 
enough to become a member of the 
Mother Seton Guild. I always enjoyed 
good health until last August. Then I 
became very ill. My family doctor turned 
me over to the care of a specialist who 
ordered an immediate operation of a 
very -delicate nature. I grew steadily 
worse. Then I started a Novena to 
Mother Seton, together with the Sisters 
of Our Lady's Convent and some of m y 
friends. From that very moment my 
condition changed. I later had a second 
and then a third operation, but gradually 
my strength returned. All this time I 
was praying daily and fervently to 
Mother Seton. After three months I 
was discharged from the hospital on 
November sixteenth. I am writing this 
letter to express my appreciation for the 
wonderful favor which I have received 
through Mother Seton. ' (M. F.) 
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MOTHER SETON AND 

BISHOP CHEVERUS 

(Continued from Page 2) 
On October tenth of the same year, 

Mrs. Seton again wrote Father Chev
erus to thank him for the gift of the 
prayer book he had sent to her as an 
expression of his friendship and esteem. 
This letter was brought to Boston by 
Antonio Filicchi who was making one 
of his business trips through New Eng
land. At this time Mrs. Seton was suf
fering from the bittering opposition, the 
scoffs and sneers of some of her relatives 
especially the older feminine member; 
of the Seton family. She received the 
following advice from Father Cheverus 
in h" nswer -w-her lette-rasking fo~ ---
direction. 

Words of Encouragement 

Boston, November 30th, 1805. 
" Dear Madam: I am glad that you 

were pleased with the prayer-book. You 
owe me no thanks. It was an interested 
gift. Your good prayers, I am sure, have 
already paid for it a thousand times 
over. Permit me to beg of you to recite 
sometimes for me the prayer for a priest, 
p. 215. Alas! my dear madam, how far 
am I from being a worthy minister of 
the altar! May God in His mercy grant 
that after having preached to others, I 
may not become a reprobate. 

"I am aware of the difficulties and 
troubles you must have to encounter in 
the midst of your acquaintances. When 
those who raise objections expect an 
answer, give them some short and clear 
reason for the hope which is in you. If 
they grow too warm, recommend them 
only to read and examine at leisure, if 
they think it worth their while. Silence 
is the best answer to scoffers. But 
whether you speak or be silent, let your 
heart cry out to the Lord in the hour of 
temptation. When you have done what 
you thought most proper at the time, 
you have committed no sin-even if 
afterward you should think that vo11 
ought to have acted in a different ,r;an
ner. Be not anxious, my dear madam; 
but rather rejoice in hope. Jesus has 
received you in the number of His true 
disciples, since like them you rejoice 
in your sufferings and afflictions, like the 
blessed apostle whose festival we cele
brate today (Feast of St. Andrew), you 
welcome the cross as the greatest bless
ing, and think yourself happy in being 
fastened to it. May God Almighty main
tain you in these sentiments ... respect
ful friendship , I remain, dear madam, 
your obedient, humble servant, 

John Cheverus" 
(To Be Continued) 
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NEWS BRIEFS 

The Adult Unit of the Mother Seton 
League of Corpus Christi Church in 
Dayton, Ohio, has submitted a very de
tailed and highly impressive report of 
its Catholic Action during the time of 

Mother Seton Club 
Eliiabeth Seton High School 

Pittsburgh , Pa. 

its existence. It contributed generously 
of its resources and labors to the Red 
Cross, Day Nurseries, Field and General 
Hospitals, War Chaplains, and other 
religious and charitable organizations. 

From far-away Australia, from the 
Presentation Convent at Lockhart, we 
had a delightful letter which we would 
like to print in its entirety; unfortu-
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with the Daughters of Charity at Pikes
ville, Maryland, about forty miles from 
Emmitsburg, and just a mile from the 
city line of Baltimore. Though we shall 
miss Adele's quiet and charming per
sonality from our office activities, yet we 
feel a personal pride that our little cir
cle has been favored by her singular 
privilege. We know that Miss Topper 
will be a true daughter of Mother Seton 
and we wish her, in their fullness, all 
the blessings and graces of her beautiful 
vocanon. 

The Novena in preparation for Christ
mas proved more attractive this year than 
on any previous occasion. Requests came 
to the office in ever-increasing numbers 
as the day for the beginning of the No
vena drew near. Especially gratifying was 
the large number of the clergy who 
showed their interest in Mother Seton's 
Cause. Intentions and acknowledgments 
of favors came from the clergy in all 
parts of rhe country. Not a few members 
of the Hierarchy are always represented 
among the clients of Mother Seton on 
the occasion of our special Novenas. 

The Christmas mail was most encour
aging despite the difficulties of the times. 
In accordance with the directions of the 
government we endeavored to have all 
mail in the postoffice early in December. 
Thanks to the cooperation of the mem
bers of the Guild, we were able to keep 
well ahead of our schedule. 

The number of full memberships in 
the Guild during the latter part of 1944 
has been increasing rapidly but we would 
like to welcome a much more rapid in-
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crease. A large percentage of the increase 
in membership is due to the splendid 
publicity given the Mother Seton Cause 
in the column of the attractive and in
teresting pages of the Vincentian Maga
zine. This magazine is published by the 
Vincentian Fathers of the Western Prov
ince with headquarters in St. Louis, Mo. 

A Christmas special, an attractive pic
ture of Mocher Seton in a composition 
frame, was mailed in large numbers to 
many of the religious which proved very 
acceptable as inexpensive Christmas gifts. 
Because of the difficulty in obtaining suf
ficient materials and help, the deliveries 
from the manufacturer were limited and 
very much delayed. 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
(Continued from Pag_e 4) 

poral and spiritual acts of mercy, in
cluding prayers, Mass and Communion 
for the Cause, as well as gifts of Christ
mas baskets for the poor, writing to the 
boys in service, distributing li terature to 
army hospitals and giving donations of 
food to the needy. In each picture is 
shown the President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

The girls of the Catholic Northside 
High School presented very successfully 
the charming little drama: "Paca 
Street." The occasion was a well-a ttend
ed meeting of the Mothers' Club. The 
play was very well received by the audi
ence to whom were distributed leaflets 
about Mother Seton, her life and works. 

We regret that the space allowed for 
this feature will permit no additional 
material for this issue. 

l ou ace is limite~=-----:c:-------S\lli;;;q 
"My pen will httrdly wait to tell you 

about a lovely surprise which was mine 
last week. Away out here in Lockhart 
my path has crossed that of somebody 
whose home town is within thirty miles 
of Emmitsburg, someone who has stud
ied the life of Mother Seton closely, and 
who, moreover, had the privilege of of
fering Holy Mass at the Tomb. Father 
Klunk, a Missionary of _the Society of 
the Divine Word, came to Lockhart to 
work up interest in the Mission. We 
gave him all our copies of the BULLETIN 

and he was greatly surprised and inter
ested in learning of our devotion to 
Mother Seton." 

So far has interest in Mother Seton's 
Cause spread in recent years. 

The Guild office has lost one of its 
devoted workers. Miss Adele Topper 
has left our family circle to postulate Corpus Christi Unit, Mother Seton League, Dayton, Ohio 


