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The follcnvit1g article is submitted to the readers of the BULLETIN 

by Father Burgio, the Via Postulator, to acquaint them with the 
progrus of the Cause of Mother Seton and to giYe renewed hope for 
eYentual success in the not too distant future. 

W HEN in 1944 word reached this country mat military 
exigence had demanded the sacrifice of the famous 
Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino, we could 

not have anticipated that this tragic event could have had any 
relationship to the Cause of Mother Seton's Canonization. Yet 
in the destruction of this cradle of the creative and conserving 
influence of the Benedictine O rder, the first guardian of cul
ture in the darker period of rhe Middle Ages, the destruction 
of any hope for the suc-
cessful outcome of Moth-
er Seton's Cause was 
avoided only by a two-
day margin. For it was 

printed and that after several years necessary for the fulfill
ment of further essential requirements, Mother Seton may be 
acclaimed Venerable. 

COMPARISON O F T IME 

To tliose -w o are un arru iar with - the mencu ous tnorough-
ness of cl1e Church in the process of Canonization, the length 
of time necessary may be difficult to understand. In the Cause 
of Mother Seton there is additional question among many who 
are interested in her Canonization, as to what is holding back 
the conclusion of the process which was introduced in 1907. 
Particularly, they wonder at the delay when they compare her 
Cause wicl1 that of Mother Cabrini; they wonder how it is 

that Mother Cabrini is 
now St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, already a canon
ized saint and Mother 
Seton has not yet been 
proclaimed Venerable. 
Actually there is little 
basis for comparison of 
these two Causes and in 
explaining the differences 
between cl1em, it is nec
essary to explain very 
briefly something of the 
elaborate procedure fol
lowed by the Church in 
cl1e Canonization of a 
saint. 

CAUSE I N 
MINIATURE 

at this famous center of 
Christian culture that 
Dom Mauro Inqueanez, 
distinguished scholar and 
consultor of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, 
was engaged in the ex
pert examination of the 
letters and documents 
pertaining to her Cause. 
Had not the Very Rev
erend Ferdinando An
tonelli, O.F.M., Relator
General of the Historical 
Section of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, in 
view of the danger to 
the Monastery, urgently 
requested that this in
valuable material be re
turned to Rome ( where 

Monte Cassino before the bombing. 

The full story of the 
drama of a saint in the 
making would fill a very 
large volume. But, by 
focusing our attention on 
one aspect of the process 

it arrived only two days before the bombing and shelling of 
the Monastery) perhaps all of it would have been lost in the 
fire-blackened ruins of Monte Cassino. 

DOCUMENTATION DELAYED 

O f course, it may seem surprising that this work of docu
mentation had not been already completed. In the ordinary 
course of events, it would indeed have been finished several 
years ago. But the very war which endangered the acts of the 
Cause, itself was responsible for delay in the completion of this 
laborious task. Though the process of the Cause has been set 
back for some years, it is now confidently expected that the 
documentation of the Mother Seton material will be soon 

of Canonization, that which is of aU-consun1ing interest to 
friends of Mother Seton's Cause at this moment; namely, that 
phase of the Process which establishes the steps necessary to 
win her the title Venerable, we may see the volume in digest 
form; cl1e large aspect of Canonization in miniature. 

THE TI T LE OF VENERABLE 

Before embarking on a description of the formal examina
tion of a Cause of Canonization, it may be helpful to explain 
just what the title Venerable conveys. In simple terms it means 
that tl1e Church after intensive investigation declares the 
Servant of God worthy of me honors of the Altar. The prin
{:ipa,l purpo~e of the proc~~ is, (Continued on Page 2) 
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REv. SALVATOR M. BuRG10, C.M. 

~-_, ___ _._,,_._osJ.ulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, 
as che Apostolic Postulation for the 
Cause of Canonization of Mocher Eliz
abeth Ann Seton, Foundress of the 
Sisters of Charity in America, is pare 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites in 
Rome . 

The Guild is, moreover, an organiza
tion established in 1939, with the ap
proval of the Holy See, co promote the 
Canonization of M ocher Seton in every 
way possible, by means of literature, 
religious articles, etc. 

l"he Bulletin is ismed quarterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the privilege 
ot receiving copies of the Bi,l/etin gratis. 

Addrtss all commw,ications lo 

Central Office of the 

therefore, to prove that the Servant of 
God had practiced the rheological and 
cardinal moral virtues in an heroic de
gree-that is, that the Servant of God 
practiced Faith, Hope, Charity, Prudence, 
Justice, Fortitude and Temperance con
stantly even under the most trying cir
cumstances. 

TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES 

In the ordinary procedure of the 
Church the proof of the heroic practice 
of virtue depends upon the testimony of 
witnesses. These witnesses must have per
sonal knowledge, must have lived with 
the Servant of God. The examination of 
the witnesses takes plaee before a tribunal 
composed of three judges, a promoter of 
th~ Faith (who is often called the Devil's 
Advocate), and notaries who make an 
accurate record of the complete testimony 
of each witness who is called to testify. 
Further, a large number of witnesses 
must be summoned and each must, under 
oath, give complete testimony of all he 
knows of the Servant of God, whether 
that testimony favors or hinders the 
Cause. The testimony must be full and 
exact and detailed. General statements 
would not be acceptable. It would not be 
enough to say that the Servant of God 
had great confidence in God's Providence. 
Rather, proof of that statement must be 
presented with every pertinent circum
stance fuliy presented in each instance 
alleged. In taking testimony the court 
examines the witnesses most carefully. Re
ports on the character of the witnesses 
must accompany the acts of the Process 
when these are sent to Rome. 

INFORMATIVE PROCESS .fflotqrr .§rtou ~utlh 
Knigh,ts of Columbus~<;J,in 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

For, after all available evidence 
- i---........ e-en- ga ere , 1t 1s proper y s1gne an 

sealed by the Court and sent to the Holy 
See. The examination itself, as it has 
been described, is part of what is tech
nically known as the "Informative Pr. •c
ess," which is conducted by the Bishop 
or Archbishop of the place where the 
Servant of God died. At Rome the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites examines 
with the most careful scrutinv every word 
of the testimony presented. It notes care
fully any contradictions in rhe statements 
of the witnesses and analyzes every bit 
of the testimony. For it is on the basis of 
this testimony that the Church judges of 
the sanctity of the Servant of God. If 

Communitier of the Sisters of Charity: 
St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 

Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson N. Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent 
Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio 

Convent Station 
Seton Hill 

Halifax 
Cincinnati 

N. J. 
Greensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause 
are met by the donations of the clients 
of Mother Seton, and by the member
ship subscriptions co the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription _____ $ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 

Deceased may be enrolled 

the Holy See is convinced that the Serv
ant of God, upon the basis of the docu
ments submitted, has practiced Christian 
virtue in an heroic degree, the Cause is 

formally introduced by rhe Holy See and 
the Postulation of the Cause becomes 
Apostolic. Of course, we are anticipating 
a little here because the introduction of 
a Cause by the Holy See presupposes 
many other steps. It must be shown that 
no public veneration as a saint was ac
corded to the Servant of God. The writ
ings of the Servant of God must be care
fully examined. In the case of Mother 
Seton this examination alone required 
thirteen years. But once the Cause is in
troduced by the Holy See, the activities 
of rhe Cause now come directly under 
Rome's jurisdiction, and not that of the 
Ordinary of the place, where rhe In
forrna tlve rocess was lhstituted. 

COURT OF INVESTIGATION 

The Holy See then establishes an 
Apostolic Court of Investigation. Each 
witness again appears before this Court 
which acts in the name of the Supreme 
Pontiff. This time the witnesses testify 
before a Court composed of five judges, 
the Promoter of the Faith and the 
notaries. Each witness must take an oath 
to keep secret whatever takes place at 
the inquiry and to tell rhe truth under 
penalty of excommunication reserved 
personally to rhe Holy Father. 

RESULTS SENT TO ROME 

The judges receive a sealed question
naire from the Holy See. The questions 
proposed are drawn from statements 
made in the Informative Process. When 
the Process is concluded the documents 
of the Apostolic Court are formally 
sealed and sent to Rome. Again thorough 
examination is made into the testimonies 
given as to the heroic character of the 

cti the _c.vant of~,...,....iLU!ili!s~x~-- ==,,,...~ 
amination precludes any possibility of 
collusion among wimesses or undetected 
false statements. By constant sifting of 
evidence even exaggeration of good or 
evil is eliminated and any evidence of 
fraud or collusion would bring the im-
mediate rejection of the Cause. That 
Causes of Canonization demand expert 
handling is, of course, very evident. 

THE NEXT STEP 

Now, let us suppose that the docu
ments of an Apostolic Court are pre
sented to the Sacred Congregation. It 
may be interesting to know what the next 
step in the involved procedure will be. 
What is said of this process for the 
establishment of the heroic practice of 
virtue is true of all other processes, espe
cially of that for the examination of 
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miracles, an inquiry which includes rhe 
testimony of highly expert doctors. 

EXAMINATION BY SACRED 

CONGREGATION 

T he documents rhat concern the heroic 
practice of virtues are solemnly opened 
in a Session presided over by the Cardinal 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. These documents are rhen set in 
order by rhe Chancellor of the Congre
gation and printed in a large volume. 
Then the validity of the acts of the 
process must be demonstrated. The ad
vocates of the Cause must prove to the 
satisfaction of the Promoter of rhe Faith, 
rhat each step of the process was carried 
out in strict accord with all the rules of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rices. The next 
step involves the work of the advocates or 

- lawyers of the Cause who 
prove that each virtue, 
rheological and cardinal 
has been practiced to an 
heroic degree. Their study 
and analysis is also 
printed. Then the acts of 
rhe process are examined 
by the Promoter of the 
Faith ( the Devil's Ad
vocate). His duty re
quires him to raise every 
possible objection to the 
Cause. These objections 
md difficulties are printed 
and help to swell rhe size 
of the volume in which 
the process is preserved. 
The advocates or lawyers 
rhen are given the op
portunity to rebut the 
objections raised by the 
Promoter of the Fairh. 
These rebuttals are 
printed and are incor-
porated in a second vol-
ume. After many sessions of legal con
flict between the Advocates and the 
Promoter of the Faith, the results of 
rheir discussion are brought before an 
Assembly composed of Cardinals and 
Consultors of the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites. Each Cardinal and Consultor 
has been in possession of the, complete 
process which, as was described, is printed 
in one or more volumes. Each after 
profound study comes to rhe Assembly 
prepared to give his opinion and finally 
his vote for or against declaring the 
Servant of God Venerable. This session 
of rhe Sacred Congregation is called in 
Latin the antepreparatoria or equivalently 
in English the preliminary session. 

DECLARATION OF VENERABLE 

Later a second assembly is convened at 
which the same Cardinals and Consultors 
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are present. This session is called prae
paratoria or the preparatory session. If 
this Assembly favors declaring the Serv
ant of God Venerable, the Cause then 
advances to a third assembly at which 
the Holy Father himself presides. This 
assembly is called a Consistory. His Holi
ness after hearing both sides of the case 
gives the final judgment wherher or not 
the Servant of God merits the title of 
Venerable. The declaration chat the Serv
ant of God merits the tide of Venerable 
is a most important step in the Cause of 
Canonization-a process which proceeds 
as chis brief survey amply proves with rhe 
utmost caution. The process is laborious, 
most exacting and time consuming. 

MOT HER CABRIN I'S CAUSE 

Now, of course, Mother Cabrini's 

Monte Cassino after the bombing. 

Cause proceeded in just this way. Legion 
is the number of persons, still living who 
knew her personally. There was, there
fore, no difficulty in gathering the facts 
of her life and virtues from witnesses 
who were intimately acquainted with her. 
Her Cause could proceed very rapidly 
for that reason. 

DIFFERENCES IN CAUSES 

How different is Mother Cabrini's 
Cause from that of Mother Seton! In 
the Informative Process which began in 
1907, eighty-six years after Mother Se
ton's death in 1821, there was only one 
witness who could even say that she knew 
Mother Seton personally. The documents 
of the Informative Process lay idly in 
the Archives of the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites. For under the ordinary pro
cedure of Canoniiation the Cause of 
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Morher Seton was hopeless. 

R E VISED PROCEDURE 

What then revived hope that this 
Cause might at length be successfully 
carried to a happy conclusion? It was a 
decision of His Holiness, Pius XI, em
bodied in a M otu Proprio dated Feb
ruary 6, 1930. The Holy Father realized 
that Causes like rhat of Mother Seton 
could not be considered under rhe pro
cedure dating from rhe time of Pope 
Benedict XN, in the eighteenrh century. 
He, therefore, modified rhat procedure 
by recognizing what are called "historical 
Causes," those namely, in which there is 
neirher contemporary testimony to the 
facts in question nor any certain proof 
of depositions of witnesses properly taken 
at the right time. A special "historical 

section o the ngreg_a ____ _ 

tion of Rites was added 
to the two sections 0f rhe 
Congregation already ex-
isting, and to this his-
torical section went all 
the material relating to 
Mother Seton's Cause. 
In this process the heroic 
practice of virtue which 
could not now be estab-
lished by the testimony 
of living witnesses, could 
be established by various 
documents such as diaries, 
personal letters, contem
porary written statements 
as to rhe sanctity of the 
Servant of God, books 
written by the Servant 
of God, submitted for 
investigation to the 
Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. In Mother Seton's 
Cause, years and years 
of labor went into this 

research, into this meticulous examina--= 
tion of documents relating to her Cause. 

RENEWED H OPE 

The most consoling, as well as en
couraging feature of my visit to Rome 
was the fact rhat it is now certain that 
the documentary evidence offered is 
sufficient to prove that Mother Seton 
practiced the virtues in a heroic degree. 
No one can anticipate the judgment of 
the Church in a Cause of Canonization 
and while we wait in patience for rhe 
happy day when Mother Seton will be 
declared Venerable we can advance her 
Cause by prayer, especially for miracles 
wrought through her intercession. 

HOLY FATHER'S INTEREST 

There are over a thousand Causes be
fore rhe Holy See and among rhem 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
Since the last issue of the BULLETIN 

we have received many letters from the 
high schools and grade schools telling of 
the interesting programs presented by the 
students in their efforts to further the 
Cause of Mother Seton. We are always 
grateful for this splendid cooperation. 

PITTSBURGH, PA.: The Elizabeth Seton 
High School, which takes justifiable pride 
in its many programs presented various 
viewpoints of the life of Mother Seton 
and again scored an outstanding success on 
the occasion of Mother Seton Day, the 
annual celebration in honor of the be

ton; and thirdly, a photostatic copy of 
one of Mother Seton's letters to the 
Fillicchis was given to the school's collec
tion of Seton treasures. 

BALTIMORE, Mo.: The beginning of 
the school year saw renewed activity for 
the Cause in all the classrooms of Seton 
High, Baltimore's outstanding high 
school for Catholic girls. This activity 
carried through the Christmas season 
and activities for the second school term 
have already been announced. One of 
the more interesting items on the pro
gram is a trip by the girls to the Paca 

School, Mother Seton was not forgotten 
but was given great prominence. Her 
wonderful work for Catholic schools was 
given special mention. We are delighted 
to be able to publish this account of the 
fine work by St. Mary's pupils and to 
congratulate the Sister in charge on 
her continued enthusiasm for Mother 
Seton. In other schools she has had 
the same marked success. 

LAWRENCE, MASS.: From St. Patrick's 
School we have received the following 
letter from Miss Ruth DeCourcy, 
Secretary of the Sevend1 Grade Girls. 

"On October the 
30th we elected our 
officers: President, 
Jean McNally; Vice 
President, Elizabeth 
Toohig; Treasurer, 
Mary Leonard, and 
Secretary, Ruth De-
Courcy. There are 
thirty-seven girls in 
our class and we all 
wish to subscribe for 
the BULLETIN and 
join the Guild. 
Every Monday at 
Mass we have in our 
church the Perpetual 
Novena in honor of 
Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal. 
At our last meetinR 
the vote was unan-
imous that we at-
tend this Mass more 
faithfully, in this 
way begging Our 

loved foundress after 
whom the school is 
named. This vear 
the Sophomore Class 
presented in tableaux 
the courtship and 
marriage of Miss 
Elizabeth Ann Bay-
1 ey and William 
McGee Seton. The 
class also retold the 
memorable founding 
of the Sisters of 
Charity. Dressed in 
flouncy gowns, pow
dered wigs, silken 
waistcoats, s i Ive r 
buckles, the mem
bers of the class re
cited in chorus and 
acted out in tableaux 
scenes taken from 
"The Seton Ballad," 
that admirable poem 
published several 
years ago by Sister 
Fides Glass of Seton 
Hill College. Pic
tures of some mem
bers of the cast grace 

Lady to obtain the 
---------b- cfflon~i-o 0-f---=== 

Pageant scene presented by students of Elizabeth Seton H igh School, Pittsburgh, Pa. Mother Seton. We 

this page of the BULLETIN. Mother Se
ton Day started with the celebration of 
High Mass by Father Clougherty, 0.S.B., 
former Chancellor of the Catholic Uni
versity of Peking and recently returned 
from a Japanese prison camp. Father 
Clougherty preached a beautiful sermon 
on the courage and unwavering faith of 
Mother Seton. Three presentations took 
place in the afternoon's program: first, 
a letter from our Holy Father . acknowl
edging the spiritual bouquet sent by the 
students last spring was read and the 
beautifully engraved parchment giving 
his apostolic blessing to the members of 
the faculty and students was displayed; 
secondly, Sister Fides Glass presented an 
original painting of Elizabeth Ann Se-

Street house where Mother Seton re
sided during her stay in Baltimore. A 
drive for membership in the Guild started 
in the fall has been very successful and 
is still going strong. This promises to be 
the most productive year for Mother Se
ton activities at the school. 

GREENSBORO, N. C.: In dus small 
school for colored cluldren the activity 
for Mother Seton's Cause is a challenge 
to many of the larger and more prosper
ous schools of the north. These enthu
siastic children got together a modest but 
for them surprisingly generous check for 
subscriptions for the BULLETIN. In a 
radio broadcast given during Book Week 
by the students of St. Mary's Mission 

enclo se thirty-five 
subscriptions for the BULLETIN." 

PouGHKEEPSIE, N. Y.: We frequently 
hear from ,this progressive school on the 
banks of the Hudson. St. Peter's has in 
the past favored the Cause in many ways. 
We were pleased to receive the follow
ing note from Sister Agnes Marie: "Will 
you kindly send to our address thirteen 
copies of the MoTHER SETON BULLETIN? 
Our interest in Mother Seton has not 
wavered even though we have not any 
striking activity to report at present. We 
are much interested, however, in reading 
what others have done and we cherish 
the fond hope that Mother Seton's Beati
fication is not too far distant." 
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Progress of Mother 
Seton's Cause 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

(Continued from Page 3) We wish to thank all those who have 
Mother Seton's enjoys a high priority. sent to the office an account of the favors 
In my audience with the Holy Father which they have received through devo-
he expressed great personal interest in tion to Mother Seton. It is impossible to 
Mother Seton's Cause and expressed de- publish all the letters that have come to 
light in the progress made. On several us. Therefore, we are obliged to set aside 
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with me. I have been a novice now about 
three months and every day the religious 
life grows more lo-.,ely. I am, indeed, 
grateful to Mother Seton and to the 
Sisters of Charity through whom I came 
to know Mother Seton." (SrsTER G. F.) 

occasions His Holiness has expressed his the majority of the requesrs. Some letters 
wish that her Cause be advanced as have gone into detail that would require NEw YORK, N. Y.: "In December 
rapidly as the officials of the Sacred more space than the pages of the BuL- 1944 I went to the doctor because I felt 
Congregation of Rites deem possible. LETIN allow. All communications are very unwell. An electrocardiogram showed 
These officials, beginning with His placed on file but only the shorter letters a heart injury. I wrote to you for a 
Eminence, Cardinal Salotti, Prefect of can be published. prayer leaflet so that I could pray to 
the Sacred Congregation, are more than Mother Seton. I persevered in prayer and 
devoted to the advancement of Mother WILDWOOD CREST, N . J.: " M y mother had another examination in June 1946 
Seton's Cause and are pledged to move has the huge job of taking care of a six which showed some scar tissue. I rested 
the Cause along as speedily as possible. story, sixteen room house with eight peo- for the summer and in October last I 
But I have been ur ed --=to,,__::h:,.av.:..:e::.....:th=o"'se,,__..,p-.el:e..e...,l.:.:ivcci'.!;n.,_g_,1,,.,·n,_,_,itc.:... _.F-'o'-"r...,,,_a...,l"'o.,_,n,,g--=.:ti-'-'me=-.,_,sh"'e"'--'-h"'a"'d,___.,_,h=a=d~a=n=o~t=h~e~r~ ek.trocardiogrc""""-~,......~ -.....;...---
interested in the Cause to do everything been without anyone to help her. Then showed my heart in fine condition. Now 
in their p:iwer to I can do anything 
help it, by their that I wish and need 
prayers and sacrifices no special care. I 
especially to the end am very happy and 
that miracles be ob- thankful to Mother 
tained. Seton." (L. G.) 

MIRACLES 
NECESSARY 

That a Servant of 
God even after hav
ing been declared 
Venerable, be beati
fied and canonized, 
miracles are neces
sary. For the Beati
fication of Mocher 
Seton four miracles 
are necessary. One 
miracle, however, 
will be dispensed 
with since she is a 
foundress of a re
ligious Community. 
For as is well known 

Scene from play presented by students of Seton High School, Baltimore, Md. 

RocKVILLE CEN
TER, N. Y.: "In 
September my 
youngest daughter 
suffered a painful 
infection in her foot. 
At that time she was 
being observed by 
her physician for 
treatment. About a 
week prior to the 
time set for an oper
ation the infection 
spread and the area 
did not respond to 
sulfa or penicillin 
treatment. We began 

Mother Seton founded m Emmitsburg 
( 1809), the Community of the Sisters of 
Charity in America. 

NECESSITY OF PRAYER 

The friends of Mother Seton, there
fore, must beg God to bless her Cause 
with miracles. We can all help by pray
ing for favors for ourselves and for 
others; by praying for favors and graces 
which seem impossible of attainment ex
cept through the Almighty power of God 
Himself. Pray for these graces and favors 
through the intercession of Mother Seton. 

PURPOSE OF THE GUILD 

Do all you can to promote her Cause. 
Make Mother Seton better known and 
loved by distributing information about 
her and cards containing prayers for the 
success of her Cause. Only in this way 
can devotion become widespread. 

after praying to Mother Seton I was 
able to secure someone for her who has 
been a very fine worker. This may not 
appear much, but if you ask the average 
housewife about it, I am sure that she 
would agree that getting help these days 
is very close to being a miracle." (M. G.) 

NERINX, KY.: "I woald like to have 
this letter published that I may further 
the Cause of Mother Seton, because 
through her I have received many spiritual 
and temporal favors. The particular favor 
that I wish to mention is my entry into 
religion, which I consider a miracle and 
for wl,ich I promised to make known. 
All sorts of obstacles were placed in my 
way including the opposition of my par
ents. They have been reconciled and 
have just finished a most pleasant visit 

prayers toMotherSe
ton. On the evening preceding the day 
set for the operation our doctor again 
examined the child only to find that the 
area of infection had entirely cleared. 
The doctor was mystified. 'Miraculous,' 
he said. To her mother and to me it was 
patent that dear Mother Seton had heard 
our prayers sent in our daughter's behalf. 
Our joy and happiness prompts us to give 
this testimony of the favor granted us 
through Mother Seton." (H. A. K.) 

PERRYVILLE, Mo.: "My father was 
very ill with a se'Yere pain in his chest. I 
prayed to Mother Seton and promised 
that if the pain would cease and if he 
got well, I would enroll him in the Guild. 
He is now nearly well and I am very 
thankful to Mother Seton for this great 
favor." (Miss T. P.) 
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The Con.vent Station. P:rrog:rram. 
Since last September we have been en

deavoring to place before the readers of 
the BULLETIN a description of the Con
vent Station Plan for organizing the 
activities of the local Guild. Perhaps it 
is better that the plan was not presented 
before this issue of the BULLETIN was 
ready for the printer, because we would 
not have been able to give precise infor
mation on the results obtained. The plan, 
in operation about four or five months 
has succeeded magnificently in realizing 
the goals for which it was adopted. Its 
success is due, we think, in no small way, 
to its simplicity and practicality. It cer
tainly deserves praise and imitation. 

MEETING AT M O T H ERHOUSE 

On the sixth of last September a meet
ing of the Sisters at 
Convent Station was 
called for the pur
pose of organizing 
the Seton Guild of 
the Sisters of Con
vent Station. The 
gathering was pre
sided over by Rev
erend Mother M . 
Benita whose com
manding position 
among the Sisters 
gave to the meeting 
the necessary au
thority. The result 
of the discussions 
was tl:e simple but 
effective organization 
desired for the suc
cess of the drive. It 
was decided that 
general officers be 

Jamer Macolino 
Toi-Maril -yn Curr-y 

S t . Alo-ysius Academ-y, 
Jerse-y Cit-y, N . J. 

telling of her life and accomplishments, 
instilling devotion to her Cause in the 
hearts of their friends and acquaintances, 
soliciting prayers for her Beatification 
and reporting any favors, spirirual or 
temporal, that might come from any 
activity in the interest of the Cause. The 
promoters were to report to the regional 
di: ectors and they, in turn, would report 
to the officers. From the officers the Guild 
at Emmitsburg would receive a detailed 
report of progress about every month and 
a resume of activities every three months 
in time for publication in the pages of 
the BULLETIN. 

OFFICERS AND PROMOTERS 

The officers appointed at the fi rst 
meeting were: President, Sister Francis 

ppeinte~i<lent,---secretary ancLtreas-_ --Ge.ne¥ieve; Secretary, Sister Anne...Ma.ty· 
urer. Other members of the Guild were Treasurer, Sister H elena Marie. The list 
to be regional directors under whose care of regional directors and promoters is 
were to be several missions of a locality too long to be printed in the brief space 
and also promoters who were to be Sisters given to report this great activity. The 
in the various Convents of the Com- State of New Jersey, which is the strong-
munity and even members of the laity hold of the Convent Station Sisters, has 
who might be interested in the task of been very well covered, especially the sec-
getting additional members for the tion around Newark, Elizabeth, Jersey 
Mother Seton Guild in Emmitsburg. The City and Hoboken. O ther parts of the 
plan was for the Sisters to interest their east are well covered and there are a 
pupils and also the parents and acquaint- number - 1 oromoters around Boston and 
ances of the pupils. It was thought that Cambridg0

, Mass., as well as throughout 
in this way the circle of influence would the sections of Connecticut near Water-
become wider and wider with the passing bury. Wherever the Sisters have schools 
months. they have a large number of memberships 

PLAN FOR REPORTS 

The members of the Guild were to 
bend every effort to spread devotion to 
Mother Seton by distributing literature 

for the Guild and many promoters work
ing in the interest of the Cause. 

RESULTS ACHIEVED 

When Sister Francis Genevieve, the 

President of the Guild, wrote to the Guild 
office in Emmitsburg to announce the re
sul.: of the meeting of September the 
sixth, she added as a little side-remark: 
" I think that you had better hire a few 
more clerks for the office!" We wonder 
if Sister realized how apt were her words 
of advice. Since September the results 
of the Convent Station Program have 
swamped the office force with extra work. 
At Christmas time with the added office 
activities, it was found humanly impos
sible for the secretaries to keep up with 
all the details necessary for the prompt 
dispatch of business. Help was procured 
but not enough help was available. Re
que ts for literature could not be answered 
as promptly as was desired and individual 
membership could not be taken care of 

Thomas Stone 
Bottom-Joan Maxwell 
Our Lad-y of Victor-y 

School, 
Jerse-y Cit-y, N . ]. 

until the Christmas 
rush was over. But 
even after the 
Christmas rush the 
Convent Station 
Program d i d not 
grant the office a 
respite. During the 
first rwo weeks of 
January another 
flood of member
ships c a m e from 
Convent Station Sis
ters and requests for 
literature and other 
articles connected 
with the Cause 
seemed to continue. 

CONTINUED 

SUCCESS 

A complete tabu-
lation of the results 

~ the... ow 
We are only to approximate the measure 
of success thus far. Many, many thou
sands of pieces of Literature and articles 
of devotion have gone from the office to 
the Convent Station Sisters in the last 
few months. Over three thousand full 
memberships have been obtained up to 
the first of the year. Favors in large num
bers have been acknowledged and heaven 
alone knows the spiritual benefits chat 
have been received through the plan 
adopted by Mother Seton's spiritual 
daughters at Convent Station. To all 
these Sisters and their co-workers we 
wish to express our special thanks. 

"O hear the cry of His blood on my 
miserie,!" 

~MOTHER SETON 


