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A FTER Mother Seton became a Catholic she led a life 
of intense activity. She gave herself wholeheartedly to 
the work of teaching school in New York; when bigotry 

drove her from that city she went to Baltimore where she spent 
herself in founding and directing another school for children 
and in establishing a small group of ladies whom she formed 
inro te;,chers . A few vPars lat"r .h .. w::is "ngrosse~ i.:: the !!r.
portant work of instituting a new Community of Sisters. She 
was unremitting in her labors to instruct them in the work of 
education and charity 
and to guide them in 
their religious life. On 
her was placed a heavy 
burden of responsibility 
for the material welfare 
and the spiritual prog
ress of her young Com
munity; she had to pre
pare her Sisters for the 
casks and the trials that 
were before them and 
to train them to go out 
to found and to main
tain other houses in 
communities far distant 
from E m m i t s b u r g. 
Surely, here was work 
sufficient to tax the 
capicity of even the 
3trongest woman. 

We have called this duty of hers a burden. But it was not 
a galling burden; it was not a burden that she bore unwillingly 
or with resentful impatience. Rather, she looked upon it through 
the eyes of Him Who spoke about His "yoke that was sweet 
and about His burden that was light." She made it light by 
the intense love for her children that filled her heart to over
flm-,ing; -=Lund no ccndi::ior. would she or did she ever 
surrender it. 

A LESSON FOR MODERN MOTHERS 

,-~-
·0 
/4-
¼',o/, 
! / 

,' I I 

/,,If 
I 

~ 

-

We pause to remark 
that modern mothers 
can learn a valuable 
lesson from this portion 
of Mother Seton's life. 
Modern Catholic mod1-
ers should play a great 
part in promoting Cath
olic interests and in ex
panding Catholic activ
ities; this is the express 
wish of our Holy Fath
er. But, while this work 
must be done, it need 
not and it should not 
imply any neglect of 
the prinlary duty of 
rearing children accord
ing to Catholic ideals. 

For the work of 
training her children, 
Elizabeth Seton was 
magnificently equipped. 
At the age of three she 
had lost her"own moth
er. It was mainly be
cause of this irrepar
able loss mat Elizabeth's 
father, Doctor Bayley, 
took upon himself the 
duty of educating his 
beloved daughter. De
spite his many and bur
densome labors as a 
physician, he managed 
to find time to cultivate 
me mind and heart of 
Elizabeth with such suc
cess that as she ad
vanced in age so did 
she grow in learning 
and in virtue. Under 
his care she became a 
well-educated woman; 
thanks to his instruc-

AN ADDED TASK 

But all during this 
time there was another 
burden that Mother Se
ton was carrying, and it 
was a burden that we 
may be inclined to dis
regard, in contemplat
ing all her other activ
ities. We refer to the 
fact d1at Mother Seton 
was responsible for the 
rearing of her five 
young children, three 
girls and two boys. It 
was a duty that was al
ways prominent in her 
mind even when she 
was, as Archbishop Pat
Tick Kenrick said, "do
ing more for the Cath
-olic Church in America 
than all of us Bishops 
.did by our combined ef
forts." "She made motherhood light by the intense love for her children . . .. " ( Continued on Page 2 
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REV. SALVATOR--M. BURGIO, C.M. 

V. Postulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, 
as the Apostolic Postulation for the 
Cause of Canonization of Mother Eliz
abeth Ann Seton, Foundress of the 
Sisters of Charity in America, is part 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites in 
Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organiza
tion established in 1939, with the ap
proval of the Holy See, to promote the 
Canonization of Mother Seton in every 
way possible, by means of literature, 
religious articles, etc. 

The Bulletin is ismed quarterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the privilege 
ot receiving copies of the Bulltti11 gratis. 

Addrers all commrmications to 

Central Office of the 

itltntq.er §.etnu ~uilb 
Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communitits of tht Sisttrs of Charit-y: 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson N . Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent Halifax 
Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio Cincinnati 

Convent Station N. J. 
Seton Hill Greensburg 

The expenses involved 111 the Cause 
are met by the donations of the clients 
of Mother Seton, and by the member
ship subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription __ $ 1.0() 
Perpetual Membership $10.00 

Deceased may be enrolled 
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Mother Seton and Her 
Children 

(Continued from Page 1) 
tion, vigilance and example, her character 
took on the strength and fortitude that 
only real virtue can bestow. Keenness of 
mind, purity and innocence of heart, a 
well-informed conscience; and above all, 
complete dependence on God; behold 
what Doctor Bayley labored so success
fully to implant in the soul of his treas
ured daughter. By his skill and by his 
love he fashioned a masterpiece of hu
man character, as after events so amaz
ingly proved. 

OWN TRAINING AN INSPIRATION 

Thus, it was her own training tbat 
Mother Seton used as the model o the 
training that she gave her own children. 
The remembrance of her own early years 
under the guidance of her father helped 
her to solve many a problem of conduct 
and discipline with reference to her own 
sons and daughters. From the intellectual 
resources of her mind she formed her 
children into cultured men and women, 
and she was truly successful in com
municating to them the virtues that 
adorned her own heart. In this latter 
work she had helps that her father never 
knew; she had the help of the Catholic 
Church, the rich treasures of grace that 
she drew into the souls of her sons and 
daughters by her constant prayers for 
their welfare. 

THE NATURAL BASIS 

Thus, on a firm foundation of the 
naturaJ virtues she saw to it that her 
five young ones built by God's grace a 
glorious superstructure of supernatural 
strength and beauty. She did not under
estimate the value of natural moral quali
ties. That is why she insisted that her 
children practiced honesty, truth-telling, 
and consideration for others; she devel
oped in them the virtues of courage and 
self-reliance. When faults appeared she 
knew when and how to correct them, 
with gentleness and with firmness. O bedi
ence to her orders always was crowned 
by rewards while disobedience always was 
followed by punishment, for it is useless 
for a mother to set up a code of conduct 
for her children and fail to have ade
quate sanctions back of it. 

THE SOUL OF IT WAS 
SUPERNATURAL 

But immeasurably superior to this nat
ural training was the training ch-:it 
Mother Seton gave her children in the 
realm of divine Faith . Here, she was at 
her best. From her lips and from her life 
her sons and daughters learned how glo
rious a privilege it was to be Catholics, 
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to belong to the household of the Faith. 
She implanted deep in their souls the ad
vantages of hoping in God and relying 
on His Providence. But what was chiefly 
emphasized for them was their solemn ob
ligation to love God and His divine Son 
with all their heart and soul and strength. 
In fact, aJI her training along both nat
ural and supernatural lines led up to this 
supreme virtue: to love Our Lord and 
Our Lady, to keep the commandments 
out of love for God, for this meant their 
salvation, her one concern for these chil
dren of hers. 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 

Of course, it is easy to write down 
these details as we glean them from the 
records. But, it must have been an ex
treme! diflicult thing for Mother Seton 
to take such care of her beloved charges 
day by day for so many years when she 
was so deeply immersed in matters of 
such vast importance to our Church at 
that time. Bue her great maternal love 
enabled her to overcome all obstacles and 
to find time for this painstaking rear
ing of her three daughters and two sons. 
While much of her instruction could be 
given to her little family as a group, still 
her most effective training had to be 
given to them one by one. For each child 
presented a special series of problems, 
stemming out from different dispositions 
and temperaments. It was such individ
ual rearing that took up so much of her 
valuable time. But, she considered it well 
worth while. She wanted all her children 
to be good and upright not only when 
they were under her own eyes; she was 
building up in each of them a sound 
character that would serve them in good 
stead in the years and in the circum
stances when she might be far away from 
them. 

THE BLESSED RESULTS 

What was accomplished by-sue train
ing? Well, none of her children reached 
the heights of worldly fame; that is true. 
Bur, all of them were a credit to the 
mother who trained d1em so skillfully 
and so lovingly. The three girls entered 
the religious life, one as a Sister of Mercy 
and the other two as Sisters of Charity. 
Of the boys, the younger, Richard, died 
a martyr to Christian charity. William, 
the older, married and lived an exemplary 
Catholic life and was the father of Arch
bishop Robert Seton. 

A VITAL LESSON 

As for the present, we have in Mother 
Seton's dealings with her children the 
only effective answer to our appalling 
problem of juvenile delinquency. It is 
solely by Mod1er Seton's method that 
we can save our children from disaster 
and guide them to decency and salvation. 
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I N JULY of this past summer the Reverend Ferdinand Antonelli, 
Relator General of the Historical Section of the Sacred Congrega
tion of Rites, made an official visit to Trinity Episcopal Church, 

New York. His object was to investigate certain details with reference 
to the baptism of Mother Seton. 

Thanks to previous arrangements made by the Very Reverend Mon
signor Edward Roberts Moore, Ph.D., Rector of St. Peter's, New York 
City, the Very Reverend Relator and Father Burgio received a warm 
welcome from the authorities of the Church of Mother Seton's baptism. 
The Assistant Rector, the Reverend Charles Bridgeman, and the Archi
vist, Miss Helene O wen, extended to the visitors every courtesy and co
operated with them in their detailed investigation. 

As all of us know, there was no question of discovering the actual 
record of Mother Seton's baptism, for in the year 1776 the old Trinity 

~---- '-1].w:J::.O....:w<lLS_lJ.W:lleQ.__JW--UJe ground :1nd-all- its-!:moks--peE-t=· 11;· l'lfs---«lc...tl~--...,---------ffl
marriages and baptisms of the parish were completely destroyed. In the 
marriage registry of the restored Church we find a record of the marriage 
of William Magee Seton and Elizabeth Bayley, celebrated on January 
25, 1794. The page is signed by Samuel Proovost, then Rector of the 
Church and Bishop of the Episcopal denomination. The Reverend 
Bridgeman declared that this marriage necessarily presupposed the bap
tism of the contracting parties. 

A HAPPY DISCOVERY 

Then, from the archives was brought forth something that we had 
never before seen. In anticipation of our visit, the Archivist, Miss O wen, 
had made a thorough search among her documents for anything that 
might throw light on Mother Seton's baptism. Her zeal was rewarded 
by -the discovery of a hitherto unknown book. It is a small register, really 
a copybook with stiff covers, and alphabetically indexed. From the front 
page we learn that this is the LIST O F COMMUNICANTS O F 
TRINITY CHURCH, from 1800 to 1816. It is signed by the Rever
end Benjamin Moore, Rector. Under the letter "S" we find the names 
Eliza Seton, Mary and William Seton. The Reverend Bridgeman as
serted that to be listed as a "Communicant" in chis book one had to 
receive communion at least three times a year. It would have been im
possible for Mrs. Seton to have done that unless it was certain that she 
had been baptized. 

It was an impressive and thrilling moment when we held chat little 
book in our hands and began to realize its importance. Divine Provi-

The ruins of Trinity Church after the great fire in 1776. 

Trinity Church where Mother Seton was baptized 1774. 

dence has given a new impetus to the Cause of Mocher 
Seton and a new encouragement to all those who are 
seeking her Canonization. Our visit had been amply re
warded. We received an added confirmation to our cer
tainty of the face of Mother Seton's baptism, a cer
tainty that is in no way affected by the unfortunate loss 

of che written record of it. 
Father Antonelli feels that this new dis

covery in the Trinity archives was the result 
of prayers offered to God by the clients of 
Mother Seton. 

EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE 

Both Father Antonelli and Father Burgio 
take this occasion co give public expression 
of their deep gratitude to the authorities of 
Trini ty Church, especially co the Reverend 
Bridgeman and Miss Owen, for their ex
treme kindness and cooperation in making 
chis visit so pleasant and so profitable. 

In the MoTHER SETON Gu1LD BULLETIN 
of November, 1945, an article appeared giv
ing the Catholic view of Mother Seton's 
Baptism and especially the proof of Mother 
Seton's own testimony found in the Imita
tion of Christ, treasured at Seton Hill. The 
Guild will be pleased to send a copy of this 
issue upon request. 



PAGE FouR 

{!}w,, <Jlw«I. e~nce 
The third Conference of the Mothers 

General and the Sisters Visitatrices of 
the Sisters of Charity was held at Maril
lac Seminary, the Central House of the 
Western Province of the Daughters of 
Charity. On October 2 all the members 
of the Conference met in the parlor of 
the Seminary where they were cordially 
greeted by Father John Cronin, C.M., 
Director of the Sisters of Charity of the 
Wes tern Province. The speaker empha
sized for us in a beautiful and eloquent 
way the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul 
which exerted such a strong influence on 
the life of Mother Seton and which has 
been down through the years and is today 
the guiding principle of the spiritual 
Daughters of chat great woman. This 
glowing address served not only to wel
come us to Marillac, but also to draw us 
nearer in the bonds of unity and har
mony to the heart of the great Vincent 
de Paul. 

The next morning His Excellency, 
Archbishop Ritter celebrated Mass in the 
Seminary chapel. At the Gospel, His Ex
cellency, Bishop McNamara, preached 
to us an inspired sermon on Mother Se
ton. He laid great stress on her heroic 
courage in following God's holy Will in 
all things and held up this valiant wom
an as a model and exemplar for the Cath
olic women of our time. He also de
servedly spoke in terms of the highest 
praise of these Conferences. They were 
established by His Excellency, Most Rev
erend Amleto G. Cicognani, Apostolic 
Delegate, in order to secure the united 
efforts of all the various Communities of 
Mother Seton's Daughters in the work 
of furthering her Canonization. 

After the Mass, Archbishop Ritter 
formally welcomed the members of the 
Conference to St. Louis, and spoke of his 
own great personal devotion to Mother 
Seton. He feels deeply interested in her 
Cause since he had the privilege of being 
a successor to Bishop Brute in the dio
cese of Vincennes. This saintly Bishop, he 
recalled, profoundly influenced the life 
of Mother Seton, teaching her by word, 
writing and example the principles that 
lead to heroic holiness. 

In the afternoon the first session of 
the Conference was held, to be followed 
by two others. Present at all the sessions 
was the Moderator, Bishop McNamara, 
and the Vice Postulator, Father Burgio. 

One of the pleasant surprises of the 
Conference was the visit of Monsignor 
Deering, Pastor of the Old Cathedral in 
Vincennes. At the request of Archbishop 
Ritter, Monsignor came to St. Louis for 
the Conference and brought with him the 
precious Bible of Bishop Brute. This vol-
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MONSIGNOR DANTE 
• The Mother Seton Guild office re

ceived an official visit this summer from 
Monsignor Enrico Dante, Undersecretary 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites. He 
ranks third in authority in this Congre
gation which is concerned with the work 
of all Canonizations. 

The Monsignor had been persuaded to 
take short rest from his onerous duties 
in Rome and to come to the United 
States to visit some very dear friends 
here. We were delighted when he found 
time to come to our office where he ex
amined our records and received first
hand information about all the activities 
of the Guild. We are glad to report that 
he was highly pleased with every detail 
of the Guild organization and with its 
methods and labors. It is to the Sacred 
Congregation of which Monsignor Dante 
is Undersecretary that the Vice Posru
lator must make his annual report on the 
.finances and the efforts of the Guild. 

Cardinal Rossi 
With profound sorrow we an

nounce the death of His Eminence, 
Cardinal Raffaello Carlo Rossi, the 
Cardinal Protector in Rome of the 
Cause of Mother Seton. For years 
he manifested a zealous interest in 
every phase of the efforts that were 
on foot co canonize this great wom
an. To this work he devoted his 
untiring labors and his gifted tal
ents and skill together with the ex
perience he had gained through 
many other Causes which he had 
brought, by God's help, to a suc
cessful conclusion. We trust that 
his multiplied labors for Mocher 
Seton may win for him a high 
place in heaven. We ask our read
ers co pray that his great soul may 
rest in peace. 

ume is so important to the Cause that we 
shall devote much space to it in the next 
number of our BULLETIN. 

We feel chat God was with us in all 
the sessions of the Conference; and we 
are c~rtain from the prevailing spirit 
of uruty and concord manifested at the 
meeting chat the Cause of Mother Seton 
was enormously advanced. 

The hostess of this Conference was 
Sister Caroline, Visitatrix of the Wes tern 
Province of the Daughters of Charity. 
To her we owe a huge debt of profound 
gratitude for her unfailing consideration 
and the genial hospitality she extended 
to all of us. 
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This is as it should be; for it gives all of 
us a feeling of security to know that all 
o~r receipts and expenditures together 
with all other Guild activities are sub
mitted to Rome each year for approval. 

As guests of His Eminence, Cardinal 
Spellman, Monsignor Dante and Rever
end Father Ferdinand Antonelli, Relator 
General of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, went on September 11 to Mount 
St. Vincent-on-Hudson. To this recep
tion came His Excellency, the Most Rev
erend Francis P. Keough, Archbishop of 
Baltimore; His Excellency, Most Rever
end John McNamara, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Washington; Monsignor Robert E. 
McCormick, Father Damian and Father 
Burgio, Vice Posrulator. Attending the 
reception also were all the Mothers Gen
eral and the Sisters Visitatrices of the 
Sisters of Charity. Monsignor Dante was 
deeply impressed by the great zeal for 
the Cause of Mother Seton which this 
splendid assembly manifested. All of us 
are deeply grateful to Reverend Mother 
Mary Berchmans for her kind hospitality. 

Favors Acknowledged 
Once more we ask the clients of 

Mother Seton, who have been favored 
by blessings through their prayers to God 
in her name, to send to us the accounts 
of such graces. This reporting of favors 
received is an excellent form of thanks
giving; it also is a great encouragement 
to others to apply to the same source for 
answers to their prayers. In this issue we 
have space for only the following favors. 

" Here are two fa'Yors which we ask 
you to publish in the BULLETIN. Both 
pertain to getting children into Catholic 
schools. Our prayers to Our Lord through 
Mother Seton were answered, showing 
that she is, indeed, interested in the 
Catholic education of youth . Another fa
'YOr was the consent gi'Yen by a Protestant 
fat her for his nine year old son, a Catho
lic, to recei'Ye his First Holy Commun
ion." (Mrs. P. McH.) 

" A patient at the Leprosarium, Car
'Yille, Louisiana, had suffered from an 
eye condition that incapacitated her for 
work. She made a No'Yena, imploring 
Our Lord in the name of Mother Seton 
for relief. Her petition was granted; she 
has had no recurrence of pain." (U. S. 
Marine Hospital) 

NOTICE 

This edition of the BULLETIN com
bines the October and December is
sues. 


