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SAINTLINESS inspires, encourages and influences sainrli
ness. Just as St. Clare was aided in her progress towards 
holiness by the counsel of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Jean de 

Chantal by the advice of St. Francis de Sales, and St. Louise by 
the instruction of St. Vincent, so Mother Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Seton was helped in her ascent to the spirit_ual heights, attained 
only by the lowly, through the wisdom and example of the holy, 

e<l;-1,tmible and affable man, Simon Brui:e, spiricuai director 
of the community she founded. 

Known as the "Angel of the Mountain" at Mount St. Mary's, 
he was later president of St. Mary's College, Baltimore, where 
his colleagues were immensely proud of his learning and revered 
his sanctity. John Quincy Adams, who was not addicted to pay
ing compliments to Catholics, described him as the most learned 
man in America. Yet, he is remembered by the spiritual-minded 
for the fact that it was he who nailed crosses to the trees on the 
path leading from the church to his grotto of Our Lady-the 
first such grotto built in America-so that one could make the 
Stations of the Cross on the way. 

Born in France in 1779, son of the Director of Finance for 

she had him read aloud d1e Imitation of Christ. Her spirituality 
inspired him. She gave him the Bible that had been presented to 
her at the time of her conversion, and he used it when conduct
ing his classes in Scripture. Only five years younger than herself, 
he seemed like her son, and she called him "Gabriel," as his 
mother did in his boyhood. 

After Mother Seton departed this life, following eight years 
of d1is association, Simon Brure wrote to her daughter, jusephine, 
who was to live until 1891 as a Sister of Mercy: "I beg of you 
to accept this New Testament and the Imitation as if coming 
from your mother herself. 0, such a mother! Such faith! Such 
love! Such a spirit of true prayer, of true humility, of true self
denial in all, of true charity to all! Such a mother!" 

When he received the letter from Rome, its seal stamped with 
the arms of the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, it was charac
teristic of him that he put it in his pocket, with the seal un
broken, and hurried through the woods and along the turnpike 
to the convent for the final day of the retreat he was conducting 
for the Sisters. 

Brittany, it was almost prophetic that his mother's sister was one ~, /!If 
1 1 

of the_Daughters_of Charity of S_t. Vincent de Paul, since in his Ii 11: t'tl• /fl 

On the way he knelt at 
Elizabeth Seton's grave, 
and, fearful of the na
ture of the unopened doc
ument in his pocket, he 
thought with dismay how 
nearly all her friends had 
been made bishops. Fa
ther Cheverus, who had 
led Elizabeth into the 
Church, became Bishop 
of Boston, and later an 
Archbishop in France. 
Then, in succession, came 
Bishops Flaget, Dubourg 
ano David, and, finally, 
even Henry Hobart, 
friend of her Protestant 
days, now an Episcopa
lian Bishop. He opened 
the envelope only after 
completing his priestly 
chores for d1e day, to 
learn that he had been 
appointed first Bishop of 
Vincennes, Ind., an ap
pointment which he did 
not formally accept until 
he had put on an intensive 
campaign to demonstrate 
his unfimess for the honor 
and all the bishops of the 
West had emphatically 
expressed their opinion 
that he should accept. 

later life as a priest he was desnned to play such a prominent 'l'IJ/1'/ 11 
role in the establishment of Mother Seton's Sister& of Charity, ; C r !' l 
who blazed the way for the parochial school system to I ' r~} l / I 

America. Simon had abandoned a brilliant career in \ ( l 16 1 ' ., 

medicine to study for the priesthood, explaining at a ,¢111 . •I 1•/, 
much later time that, noble as was the profession of one 1\ 1., ,

1
\ : 

who cured the ills of the f.0,.,. :::,;,.<0 {/h,: 
body, it was even nobler I I\ )\ I 1 , 'Ii 
to cure the ills of the soul. ~ L.-, 

Ordained June 10, \ \ 
11 

1808, he accepted a teach- l 
ing position in the Sulpi- ~-- _ 
Clan Seminary, refusing ~fcLf.,=c;::;=rm:~· 
the bishop's offer of a 
canonry and later Napo
leon's offer of an appoint
ment in the Imperial 
chapel. 

Two years to the day 
after his ordination, he 
sailed for America. In the 
fall of 1812, Simon 
Brute arrived at Mount 
St. Mary's, where Eliza
beth Seton had opened 
her school three years ear
lier. While much of the 
spiritual direction of her 
community fell upon him, 
she was his teacher as 
much as he was her 
teacher. To correct his 
En g I is h pronunciation, Mother Seton and her Spiritual Director, Bishop Brute. (Continued on Page 4) 
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Emmitsburg, Md. 

REv. SALVATOR M. BuRGIO, C.M. 

V. Postulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, as 
the Apostolic Postulation for the Cause of 
Canonization of Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of Charity 
in America, is part of the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites in Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organization 
established in 1939, with the aoproval of 
the Holy See, to promote the Canonization 
of Mother Seton in every way possible, by 
means of literature, religious articles, etc. 

J 

The Bulletin is issued quarterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the 
privilege of receiving copies 

of the Bulletin gratis. 

Address all commimicatio,u to 

Central Office of the 

f!laotl1.er .S,i>tott ~ uilil 
Knigh rs of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity: 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 
Mr. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson . N. Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent Halifax 
Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio . Cincinnati 
Convent Station 

Seton Hill 
N . J. 

Greensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause are 
met by the donations of the clients of 
Mother Seton, and by the membership 
subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription __ $ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership _ $10.00 

Deceased may be enrolled 
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St. Joseph's High School at Emmitsburg 

The first meeting of the Mother Seton 
Guild of Sc. Joseph's High School, Em
mitsburg, Maryland, was held on Octo
ber 18, 1948. The entire student body 
assembled in the auditorium. The officers, 
Elizabeth McCullough, president; Wil
liam Myers, vice president; and the class 
representatives, Bernadette Arnold, sen
iors; George Greco, juniors; Richard 
Topper, sophomores; and Margaret Wi
vell, freshmen; were seated on the stage 
together with our guest speaker, Father 
Burgio, C.M., Vice Postulator of the 
Cause of Mocher Seton, and Father 
Michael O'Brien, C.M., spiritual adviser 
of the students. 

Father O'Brien introduced Father Bur
gio, the speaker of the occasion. Father 
Burgio for some minutes kept the rapt 
attention of the audience as he related 
to chem the many reasons why we of the 
Valley should love our own Mother Seton. 

After the meeting Father Burgio made 
various suggestions, both temporal and 
spiritual, char could be followed by our 
group at St. Joseph's. 

Ac the conclusion of the meeting there 
is no doubt chat many hearts were filled 
with love for Mocher Seton and they 
firmly resolved to do all in their power 
co spread love and devotion to her. 

Thursday, October 28, 1948, dawned 
bright and clear much to the joy of all 
che students of St. Joseph's High School. 
Plans had been made, days in advance, 
for the annual pilgrimage on chat day to 
all the spots at St. Joseph's College which 
recall the thought of Mocher Seton. 

Prompcly at 1:30 p.m., headed by 
Father O'Brien, the students started out 
with five of their teachers. Class by class, 
they passed along the Pike and up the 

Avenue at Sc. Joseph's until they reached 
the circle and "Virgo Potens." Here they 
all formed in line and proceeded to the 
Chapel, where Father O'Brien gave Bene
diction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

After Benediction they went first to 
the Scone House, then ro the White 
House, and finally to the Tomb reciting 
the rosary as they walked in procession. 
It was a most solemn and impressive cere
mony and there was evidence that many 
of the students have found in their hearts 
a great love for Mother Seton since char 
visit. Since the trip several reports of 
favors have been recorded. 

To Present Mother Seton 
In Drama 

With the formation of the Boston 
Catholic eatre, His Excetlency, Arch
bishop Richard J. Cushing has discovered 
the answer to one of the problems in a 
matter in which he is deeply interested, 
namely, the Canonization of Mocher Se
ton. He sees in the theatre an oppor
tuniry to acquaint the people of New 
England with Mocher Seton's truly mar
velous story. 

He has tentative plarts to present a 
dramatization of her life, written by Mon
signor Hugh F. Blunt, LL.D. The drama 
would be played all over New England 
by a touring cast. It would be presented 
in cities and towns wherever possible in 
all six states, and might, if necessary, 
utilize two or three touring companies at 
the same time. 

Copies of M sgr. Blunt's play may 
be obtained from the Mother Seton 
Guild, Emmitsburg, Md. 
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What American Children Owe to M,other Seton 

, , c OME to us, Mrs. Seton, we 
will help you to form a plan of 
life that will save your children 

from the dangers that threaten them. 
You will find at Baltimore more of the 
consolations of your faith than you have 
yet tasted. There need be no building. 
You can rent a house." 

These simple words of sympathy and 
help written by Father Du Bourg to 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, opened che gates 
through which thousands were to pass, 
some co loving labor, and many to enjoy 
the fruits of formal religious training. 

Mother Seton, born Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley, August 28, 1774, was the daugh-

1-------t,er- of- a SG€ially prominent- and-eminent 
physician. In successive stages a beautiful 
debutante, bride, mother, young widow, 
Catholic convert, nun, martyr of charity, 
her life was full and inspiring. 

As a young widowed mother, seeking 
to support her children, she attempted to 
open a new school in New York. The 
venture failed, doomed by the bigotry 
prevalent at that time, which caused for
mer associates to look with hostile eye 
upon her recent conversion and its effects. 

Into the darkness of this period came 
the bright hope of Father Du Bourg's 
invitation. Mother Seton gladly accepted 
and a new school was started. It flour
ished from the beginning and in its 
growth laid the foundation for our pres
ent American Parochial School System. 
Elizabeth Seton's inspired plan to join 

Bishop McNamara 

Donates Prizes 
To make Mother Seton better known 

and loved in this country, the Most Rev
erend John M. McNamara, D.D., Aux
iliary Bishop of Washington, has do
nated $1,000 in prizes for a literary and 
artistic contest among elementary and sec
ondary schools conducted by M other 
Seton Sisters of Charity. This sum was 
equally divided among the seven different 
Communities, and each Community to 
conduct the contest as it desired. 

Bishop McNamara, an authority on 
Mother Seton's life has long been a zeal
ous promoter of her Cause, constantly re
ferring to it in his writings and addresses. 
In an eloquent address on the occasion of 
the consecration of Most Reverend Pat
rick A. O'Boyle as Archbishop of Wash
ington, he asked the members of the 
Hierarchy to take deep interest in the 
Cause of Mother Seton, and many prom
ised their prayers and active co<?peration. 

"I returned home, light of heart 

and cool of head, the first time these 
many long months, but not without 

begging Our Lord to wrap my heart 
deep in that opened side so well rep
resented in the beautiful crucifixion, or 

lock it up in His little tabernacle, 

where I shall now rest forever." 

-MOTHER SETON 
(March 14, 1805, the day Mother Seton 

was received in to the Ch1,rch.) 

religious training_ '!0th the formal educa
tion of American youth has brought to 
each generation its urgent appeal to carry 
on God's work. 

Thousands of "Black Robed Angels" 
followed her footsteps, and, like Mother 
Seton, dedicated their lives to the service 
of the young, the needy and the afflicted. 
But for the zeal of this great woman, no 
Catholic parents of limited means could 
enjoy the privilege of having their chil
dren trained under their careful super
v1s1on. 

Through the years parochial training 
has faithfully and courageously given the 
Catholic youth strong weapons with 
which to fight the continual battles waged 
against the Church. The most powerful 
means of combating the enemies of Ca
tholicism is the education of its youth. 

The great contribution made by the 
followers of Mother Seton cannot be 
measured in dollars or in individual suc
cessful careers, but in the priceless spirit
ual heritage planted in the minds and 
hearts and souls of thousands of children 
who have learned to "know, love and 
serve God in this world" under the loving 
care of these daughters of Charity. 

With grateful hearts we pray to our 
Blessed Lord for the Canonization of 
Mother Seton, who remembered so well 
the teaching of Christ: "Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me." How truly 
she said on her death-bed: "Be children 
of God .... Be children of God." 

(This prize essay, written by school 
children of Grade VIII, in the pa
rochial schools of the Archdiocese of 
Boston, taught by the Sisters of 
Charity, was furnished through the 
kindness of Sister Rose Vincent, of 
the Mother House, Mount Saint 
Vincent, Halifax, N. S.) 

Crumbs Are Welcome 

Although the Franciscan Sisters and 
Nurses in St. Francis Hospital, Trenton, 
N. J., are primarily interested in the En
thronement of the Sacred Heart and in 
the promotion of the Sociality of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, they manage also 
to find the time to help in furthering the 
Cause of Mother Seton. 

"Even the smallest crumbs from the 
table are thankfully welcomed by the 
Mother Seton Guild," said Father Bur
gio, after a lecture he delivered to the 
nurses in St. Francis Hospital. 

"Of Such Is the Kingdom of Heaven" 

"My little people are quite thrilled 
with the privilege of joining the Mother 
Seton Guild and offering their little ef
forts to hasten the Canonization of so 
great a Servant of God." 

Thus wrote Sister Rose Teresa, S.C.H., 
of Our Lady Help of Christians Con
vent, Brooklyn, when ordering 12 sub
scriptions of the BULLETIN for her 3rd 
Grade class and 500 copies of the leafier, 
"A Woman of Courage." 

Scene of play presented by students, St. Joseph's School, Martinsburg , W. Va. 

"Recently, our class dramatized 'Scenes 
of d1e Childhood of Mother Seton.' " 
The picture represents the visit to Mt. 
Vernon. 

This picture was submitted to the 
Guild by che Sisters of Charity, Sc. Jo
seph's School, Martinsburg, West Vir
ginia. 
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Seton Hill College 
Were Chaucer living today, he might 

well write a second Canterbury Tales. 
This time his story could recount the 
overland trek of Sisters of Charity from 
Seton Hill who came in several loaded 
buses to the tomb of Mother Seton dur
ing the summer and autumn of 1948. 

First to conceive the idea of a one-day 
trip from Pittsburgh was Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wilson, president of The Elizabeth Se
ton High School Mothers Guild. Mrs. 
Wilson felt deep gratitude to Mocher 
Seton, through whose intercession her 
small granddaughter had recovered her 
health after a long illness. 

Thirty-seven mothers, members of The 
Guild, made the trip with her by bus. 
Mr. J. P. Colligan, funeral director, do
nated his seven-passenger Packard car for 
the day to transport the faculty. Seven 
Sisters came in that car from Seton Hill 
and were joined by two who were study
ing at Catholic University. 

Other busloads of Pennsylvania Sisters 
of Charity came from St. Philip's School 
in Crafton, St. Anselm's in Swissvale, St. 
Irenaeus in Oakmont. Other pilgrimages 
are being planned for the spring. The 
Elizabeth Seton High School Mothers 
Guild plans to make theirs an annual 
event. 

One hundred and fifty-one girls from 
49 different parishes in the Pittsburgh 
diocese attended a Mother Seton Voca
tion Conference held at Seton Hill over 
a recent weekend. 

The girls came by invitation from 
Mother Maria Benedict who sent invita
tions to high school students, student 
nurses, working girls, college girls, etc., 
whose names had been given in by Sis
ters who knew they were interested in 
the religious life. 

The retreatants recreate with- the nov
ices and postulants then had night prayers 
and Rosary with them Friday evening. 
Saturday was given over to conferences 
with a retreat master of long experience, 
a recreation period in the afternoon, and 
a cantata by the novices in the evening. 

The conference closed Sunday with 
High Mass sung by the novices and a 
communion breakfast for the retreatants. 

The conference was part of a program 
of vocation activity of the diocese of 
Pittsburgh in a concerted effort to bring 
about an increase in vocations. 

Sister Regina Clare, who furnished the 
foregoing report of Seton Hill activities, 
writes: "After they admitted boys to 
Sacred Heart High School, they founded 
a new club, the Knights of Seton, which 
now publishes a mimeographed monthly 
paper, 'Seton News.'" 
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The Guild expresses gratitude to Sister 
Fides Glass, Seton Hill, Greensburg, Pa., 
for her kindness in submitting the above 

portrait of Mother Seton. 

Sacrifice for the 

Cause 
A story of edifying sacrifice, inspired 

by devotion to Mother Seton, is told in 
the following two letters from Miss 
C. F., of Philadelphia: 

"Dear Father: Last August I visited 
Mother Seton's Shrine at Emmitsburg 
with the Barat Association, of Torresdale, 
Pa. The Sisters treated us grand. The 
next day, while reading 'Fatima Findings,' 
I wondered in what way I could make 
some sacrifice and do some penance. I 
decided I would save One Hundred Dol
lars for Mother Seton's Cause and stay 
away from the movies until the money 
was paid. Enclosed is the money prom
ised.'' 

Following Father Burgio's grateful ac
knowledgment of this magnificent dona
tion, Miss F. wrote again as follows: 

"Dear Father: Thank you for your 
kind letter of appreciation, also for the 
relic, medal, beautiful plaque, etc. Most 
of all, for the Perpetual Membership in 
the Mother Seton Guild. That was a 
wonderful surprise. You have been most 
generous and have repaid me many times 
for my donation. I have charge of a small 
lending library in St. Joan of Arc Parish 
in Philadelphia. Monsignor Edward 
Hawks, noted convert, writer and lec
turer, is Pastor, so we are naturally 'con
vert conscious.' We have several books 
on the Life of Mother Seton, and they 
are very popular. The plaque you sent 
me will be placed in the library, where, 
I'm sure, it will get plenty of attention.'' 
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Cardinal Micara 
Visits St. Joseph's 
His Eminence, Clemente Cardinal Mi

cara, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites in Rome, Dean of Papal Nun
cios and Papal Legare to the Eucharistic 
Congress in Cali, Colombia, paid an his
toric visit to Sr. Joseph's College, Em
mitsburg, on February 12. This Prince 
of Holy Mother Church was en route to 
Italy, and made a special visit to Em
mitsburg to view the tomb of Mother 
Seton, founder of Sr. Joseph's and now 
an American candidate for Canonization. 

It is under the authority of this dis
tinguished Prelate that the long, tedious 
and meticulous process of Canonizin 
Saints is vested. In this capacity his visit 
to the Sacred Valley of Sr. Joseph's is 
all the more important and lends an aura 
of sanctity to this great movement in be
half of the late Mother Seton. 

His Eminence's entourage included His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Lawrence 
J. Sheehan, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore, who rep
resented Archbishop Keough, and Mon
signor McShea. 

Cardinal Micara visited the tomb of 
Mother Seton and other sacred shrines at 
the College. He manifested great interest 
in everything pertaining to Mother Se
ton and prayed for her Canonization. He 
blessed the remains of Mother Seton and 
those of her daughters and sisters-in-law. 

Members of the faculty of St. Joseph's, 
students and guests gave Cardinal Mi
cara a colorful welcome and his visit will 
have a lasting impression upon this his
toric and beloved school. 

New School Units 

Mother Seton Guild Units have been 
established in the schools and institutions 
under the Motherhouse of the Sisters of 
Charity, Mount Saint Vincent, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, with Sister Rose Vincent 
in charge of the work. The cooperation 
has been gratifying, and devotion to 
Mother Seton has been greatly increased. 

Mother Seton and the Bishop 

(Continued from Page r) 
The foregoing is merely a foreword to 

the complete story of Mother SetoJ' and 
Bishop Brute, stressing particularly their 
pioneering as two humble workers in 
God's vineyard at Mount St. Mary's, 
which will be unfolded in installments in 
the BULLETIN beginning with the next 
issue. 
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FAVORS ACKNOWLEDGED 
Gratitude for favors obtained through 

the intercession of Mother Seton is ex
pressed in letters that continue to pour 
into the office. Regrettably, all these mes
sages of thanksgiving cannot be pub
lished. The following were selected for 
publication because of their general in
terest and the variety of the favors 
granted. 

LINDENHURST, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.: 
"Dear Father: I sincerely hope you will 
publish chis letter for me, for I definitely 
feel that Mother Seton helped me when 
I sought her intercession. On May 16, 
1948 (a Sunday) I noticed a small lump 
on my body-by Monday morning the 
lump had enlarged itself and the pain 
was very bad-it looked like a boil or a 
cyst. In the evening the pain was so in
tense that I could not walk. I applied 
medication Monday night and Tuesday, 
but still I had no relief. I felt for sure I 
must have a doctor to lance it. Then, 
somehow I came across the Novena 
prayer to Mocher Seton. I never prayed 
to her before, but suddenly I felt I 
should ask her to help me. I asked her 
to please let this boil or cyst 'break' by 
morning. You can honestly believe me, 
Father, when I arose Wednesday morn
ing, and removed the bandage, the boil 
or cyst had broken, and upon pressure 
the entire content removed itself. Im
mediately I had no more pain and was 'as 
good as new.' I know Mocher Seton 
helped me, and now I want to help her. 
Won't you please send me some Novena 
prayers? I would like to give chem to my 
friends, so in chat way I can spread 
devotion to Mother Seton. Enclosed you 
will find a donation to further the cause 
of this wonderful intercessor of Our 
Divine Lord." (Miss J. F.) 

MISSION SAN JosE, CALIF. : "Dear 
Father: I had a severe, acute sinus in
fection which necessitated the drainage 
of the left antrum. After a week the 
doctor planned to wash out the antrum. 
I promised publication if Mod1er Seton 
would cure me and chat I would not have 
to return to the hospital. Due to her in
tercession, the condition cleared up more 
rapidly and better than the doctor had 
expected, and I was not obliged to go 
back to the hospital. Kindly offer up a 
Mass of thanksgiving in honor of Mother 
Seton." (Sister M. B.) 

NUTLEY, N. J.: "Dear Father: I am 
happy to report a favor received through 
the intercession of Mother Seton. I was 
suffering from severe unusual pain after 
a major operation. The doctor was puz
zled . I started a novena to Mother Seton. 

On d1e ninth day of d1e novena the pain 
left me and never returned. I am very 
thankful for cl1is favor." (Miss B. McE.) 

D E VER, CoLo.: "Dear Father: I 
promised publication if my request was 
obtained. I have prayed for fifteen 
months daily to Momer Seton that my 
brod1er would be able to purchase a 
house. That request has been granted 
and I want to fulfill my part in helping 
to spread the Cause of the Beatification 
of Motl1er Seton. I am praying that 1949 
will see the fulfillment of this desire. I 
shall appreciate receiving a relic and some 
leaflets. Do you have any skit or short 
play that could- be produced- -for an as
sembly pertaining to Mother Seton? If 
so, I shall be glad to have a copy and 
will pay for it." (Sister A. M.) 

BLUE ISLAND, ILL.: "Dear Father: 
Enclosed find donation to help the cause 
for Mother Seton for favors received.'' 
(Mrs. T . T.) 

HAZLETON, PA.: "Dear Father: This 
is to acknowledge a favor received 
through the intercession of Mother Seton. 
I prayed to her for some financial aid, 
that is to receive some money that was 
due for a bill. I received an answer the 

HUBERT A GOWEN WOLF 
We were profoundly grieved at the 

passing away of one of Mother Seton's 
greatest devotees, Huberta Gowen 
Wolf, daughter of Mrs. Francis V . 
(Marguerite Horan) Gowen, noted 
columnist of the Catholic Standard and 
Times, Philadelphia. In her own life 
Huberta reflected the ideals of Mocher 
Seton. A young married mother with 
three children, with her last child only 
two months old when she went to her 
eternal reward, she did much to pro
mote the Cause of Mother Seton, to 
whom she was devoted with a sincere 
love. 

Shortly before her death she was in
strumental in bringing into the faith 
a Japanese family, named Haraba, con
fined in a concentration camp during 
the war. For some months she gave the 
Mother of this family various books on 
the life of Mother Seton. The work 
that actually won this Japanese convert 
to the faith was a lirde pamphlet writ
ten by Father Kieran Moran, C.M. 
What big volumes fail to do, this tiny 
book accomplished; namely, bringing 
the light of Faith. The four daughters 
were received into the Church and 
finally the father. 

The life of Huberta has merited for 
her a glorious crown in eternity. Her 
noble example and good works will live 
on bearing fruit for the salvation of 
others. 

very week that I asked for it. I will con
tinue to pray to Mother Seton for favors. 
Please remember me in your prayers, as 
I am hoping to get married some time 
in d1e near future, provided finances 
permit. 

"I also said d1is novena for my sister
in-law who was operated on successfully 
and is now in perfect health. Also for a 
nephew of my sister-in-law's who was 
accidentally shot and was not expected to 
recover. He is fairly well now although 
I don't think he is allowed to attend 
school yet." (Miss M. A. L.) 

PATERSON, N. J.: "Dear Father: I am 
most happy to say mat -f-eur avers have 
been granted to me since I have been a 
member of the Mother Seton Guild. I 
may have received other favors for whicl, 
I have prayed but I am certain of four." 
(T. E. C.) 

~ 

HARTFORD, CoNN.: "Dear Father: I 
am writing to report the granting of a 
favor after saying the novena prayer for 
four weeks. My request for a job was 
answered and I am quite happily situ
ated-manks to Mother Seton's inter
cession. The intention for her Beatifica
tion is included in my prayers. I hope 
that perhaps by circ',llating this novena 
among my friends it may bring forth 
further favors received." (Miss A. O 'M.) 

OAKLAND, CALIF.: "Dear Father: 
With much happiness I report many fa
vors granted mrough the intercession of 
Mocher Seton. My daughter success
fully recovered from a very bad frac
tured thigh. My son, afflicted with 
asthma since childhood, is now able to 
attend school r·egularly and he had me 
distinction of winning a cholarship in 
competition wid1 seven brilliant, healthy 
boys. These and many small favors I 
have had granted, I pray may speed the 
Beatification and Canonization of Mother 
Seton." (Mrs. B. D.) 

LEAD, S. D .: "Dear Father: My hus
band's work cakes him out of town since 
d1e gold mine here was closed by the 
Government. I have been saying the No
vena prayer daily asking Mother Seton 
to intercede for us. Today my Novena 
ended and chis afternoon the loud whistle 
of me Homestake and the ringing of 
me churm bells announced to this rown 
mat the mine is opening again. I prom
ised publication and would appreciate it 
very much if you would publish mis and 
my heartfelt thanks to Mother Seton 
for answering my prayer." (Mrs. 
A. K. F.) 
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The Magnif icat of Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton 
The saintly humility of Mother Seton 

is beautifully portrayed in the following 
article by Sista Catherine, of Mari/lac 
Seminary, St. Louis. To the Sisters of 
Charity of the Western ProYince we ex
tend our sincerest thanks /or permission 
to reprint it for the sake of its spiritual 
benefit to our readers. This Yeritable 
masterpiece, showing how the humility of 
Mother Seton paralleled that of Our 
Lady, will be reproduced in unabridged 
form in this and subsequent isrnes. 

I N THE Magnificat we have the 
autobiography of a soul; of the pur
est, the greatest soul; of the most 

privileged and peerless soul the human 
race will ever know-the soul of the 
Mother of God. Th rheme throughout 
is humility. The Virgin of Nazareth con
trasts herself with God: He the Chooser, 
she, the chosen; He the Lord, she the 
handmaid; He the all-Powerful, she the 
insignificant; He the possessor of all 
things; she the possessed and favored. 
From this realization of her own nothing
ness and of God's all-mightiness which is 
the essence of humility, flows the first 
hymn of the New Testament with its 
dominant note of thanksgiving, losing it
self, in the end, in the utter glorification 
of God. 

It is in the holiness of His creatures 
chat God finds His glory. The zeal of 
missionaries, the fortitude of martyrs, the 
chastity of virgins, the knowledge of doc
tors, are so much pleasing homage to 
Him. Yet, however varied are the mani
festations of sanctity, we find in chem 
the occurrence and recurrence of certain 
principles-which the saints call virtues
with which a predetermined pattern is 
worked out. Ir is the acceptance of these 
principles and the application of chem to 
the working our of a attern, which con
stitutes sancttty. T e princip es are the 
virtues: the pattern is Christ Hin1self, 
and after Christ, His holy Mocher. Be 
the saint queen or beggar, prelate or sol
dier, learned philosopher or illiterate peas
ant, his life is modeled on Christ and on 
chat of His most perfect imitator, Mary, 
His Mother. 

Those who study the life of a saint are 
of ten interested in following one particu
lar virtue, as one would follow a thread 
of a particular kind and color in a woven 
tapestry. Always it is intermingled with 
the ocher threads of the fabric, sometimes 
emphasizing, sometimes modifying chem; 
but always forming with them a har
monious whole, always contributing to the 
reproduction of a model. 

Perhaps Mocher Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Se~on's practice of humility brought out 
best in her life and character, a resem-

blance to the Blessed Virgin. A student 
of her life and writings finds many cir
cumstances paralleling the life of the 
Immaculate O ne--many sentences which 
are almost a paraphrase of the Magnifi
cat. This is not surprising since, from 
early youth, Mother Seton loved the 
Magnificat, and its beautiful verses came 
naturally to her lips or flowed spontane
ously from her pen. For instance, visiting 
in Florence the Church of Saint Lorenzo, 
she says: "A sensation of delight struck 
me so forcibly chat as I approached the 
great altar formed of all of the most 
precious stones and marbles chat could 
be produced, 'My soul doth magnify the 
Lord; my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my 
Saviour,' came ro my mind with a fervor 

Activities Abroad 
Mocher Seton's Cause is receiving the 

spiritual aid of many Daughters of Char
ity in France, reports the Very Reverend 
William M. Slattery, S.C.M., Superior 
General, in a letter to Father Burgio. He 
states, "Many of chem have spoken or 
written to me about their keen and de
voted interest in the progress of this 

VERY REV. WM. M. SLATTERY, C.M. 

great Cause. The same is true of the 
Daughters of Charity in Italy, Spain, 
Ireland, England and in many other 
countries. May it please our Lord to an
swer these prayers by an early advance
ment of her Cause!" 

chat absorbed every other feeling." 
Hers was not a cramping, crushing 

humility, ending in a depreciation of self, 
but rather a joyous virtue which, using 
d1e nothingness of self as a starting point, 
soared to and lost itself in the infinite 
power of Him who stopped not at say
ing: "Without me you can do nothing," 
but added thereto, "With Me you can do 
all things." In reading her journal, her 
letters, and ocher writings, we see humil
ity working its way of exaltation even 
according to our Lord's promise: "He 
chat humbleth himself shall be exalted." 
Exalted she was above physical sufferings, 
contradictions, humiliations, persecu
tions, trials of every kind-temporal and 
spirituai. iViother Seton was exalted, in 
an unbelievable measure, above the sor
rows and disquietudes, the sensitiveness 
and fears, the discouragement and dejec
tion which arise from wounded self-love 
and fear of contempt. She truly found 
"peace to her soul," because she learned 
of Christ to be meek and humble. 

This parallel of Mocher Seton's hu
mility with chat of our lady is written 
for those who are thoroughly familiar 
with her life. In these few pages Mother 
Seton, paraphrasing Saint Paul's words, 
says to her thousands of spiritual daugh
ters: "Be ye followers of me in my hu
mility, as I am of Mary." 

(To Be Continued) 

Every St. James Student 
Now a Subscriber 

Seven hundred subscriptions for the 
BULLETIN poured in as the result of an 
exciting, enthusiastic contest at St. James 
School, Bay City, Mich. Lee Sister M. 

_NoreeJ:L tell you the details of chis suc
cessful project to enroll every student in 
the school as a subscriber: 

"We used the idea of a King and a 
Queen of Setonia, in which three senior 
girls and three senior boys ran for the 
tides," she wrote. "We had campaign 
managers, posters, speeches, etc. On the 
back of each subscription blank was writ
ten the name of the subscriber's choice. 

"We plan to have the Coronation in 
March, with a parade, headed by the 
band, around the gym. Then the Court, 
composed of cl1e high-point salesmen in 
the various homerooms will pay homage 
to 'King Seton' and 'Queen Elizabeth.' 

"We are preparing an exhibit to be 
sent to the Mount, showing what we are 
doing to promote the Cause." 

"Penance is the purifier of d1e soul.'' 
-MOTHER SETON 


