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T HERE is, as you know, a world of difference between 
the common miracle of everyday conversation and the 
rare, authenticated miracle in behalf of Canonization. 

Anything that inspires wonder or admiration is called a miracle, 

throughout the series of intermediate causes we call Nature. 
Belief in miracles is based on the conviction of the uniformity 

and the ascertainable limits of the workings of Nature, and 
the rational conviction that when a fact does not fall within 
this uniformity and this limitation, it can only be due directly -----!= the wor.cL-~ Je_om the Latin verb_. mirari, meaning to 

wonder. Small wonder 
that the meaning of the 
term has been extended 
to include everything out 
of the ordinary, and even 
the ordinary, taken-for
granted wonders of Na
ture, as expressed in the 
lines of the poer, Walt 
Whitman: "To me every 
hour of the light and 
dark is a miracle, every 
cubic inch of space is a 
miracle." If every hap· 
pening popularly called a 
miracle were truly mirac
ulous, the list of known 
Saints would be swelled 
to huge proportions and 
the Vice-Postulator would 
be relieved of the most 
difficult element of his 
work in the Cause of 
Canonization. 

A miracle is an extra
ordinary event, but in the 
l)rocess -of Canonization 
it must be more than an 
extraordinary event. It 
must be an event that 
can be authenticated as 
an effect wrought in Na
ture directly by God. It 
is not necessarily a breach 
of the laws of Nature, 
or even a suspension of 
those laws, but an effect 
wrought independently of 
natural powers and laws 
and of such a character 
as to lead to the reason
able conclusion that God 
Himself, Who alone is 
above and beyond Na
ture, is the immediate 
and direct cause of the 
effect, without having 
acted as n o r m a I I y 

Greetings from Rome 
To the Members of the Mother Seton Guild: It has been my 

privilege to be honored with a private audience with His Holiness, 
Pope Pius XII. He was most pleased with the report of the progress 
of the Cause. Would that it were possible, I said to the Holy Father, 
that Mother Seton be declared Venerable in 1950, thus bringing 
much happiness to America. 

Pope Pius indicated his pleasure in the expression of this wish, 
whose fulfillment, he added, would be a glorious climax to the Holy 
Year. I asked His Holiness to bless again the Crusade of Prayer for 
Miracles and also to impart a special benediction upon all the mem
bers of the Mother Seton Guild, which he did most graciously. 

What a comfort and consolation it will be to all devotees of Mother 
Seton to know that the new Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites is deeply interested in the Cause of Mother Seton! From d1e 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, and the words of the 
Cardinal manifest his love, devotion and intense enthusiasm for 
our Cause, among the thousand now before the Holy See. 

The tremendous amount of work involved in the Process of 
Canonization is graphically, although incompletely, illustrated by a 
picture of the documents already assembled for Mother Seton's 
Cause, in the charge of Father Fernando Antonelli, Relator General 
of- the Historical .Section of...the Sacr.e.d Congregati_9n_g£_ filtes. Every 
word, every punctuation point is closely scrutinized; every thought, 
every deed recorded in these documents is microscopically analyzed. 
Each authenticated deed becomes a colored piece in the grand mosaic 
of Mother Seton's heroic virtues. 

Now added to this vast collection are the documents I brought to 
Rome concerning Father Charles I. White, who in 1853 wrote the 
definitive biography of Mother Seton, which has been revised and 
edited for early publication, as announced on the back page of this 
issue of the BULLETIN. This volume has become a valuable document 
in the Cause of Mother Seton's Canonization. Included in my presen
tation of documents to Rome was a copy of the work of Father White 
authored by Monsignor Edward McAdams, of Washington, D. C. 

While interest in the Cause is great in Rome and while every effort 
is being exerted to further the process as rapidly as possible, there 
remains our part to do. Mother Seton will not be decreed Venerable 
without the requisite miracles, as explained in this issue. Hence, the 
Holy See begs that we storm Heaven incessantly with prayers for 
these graces. 

REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M., 
Vice-Postulator for the Cause of Mother Seton. 

to God. Our Lord -prom
ised the continuance of 
miracles in His Church, 
and the Church has al
ways displayed them, and 
always will. Though a 
Catholic is bound to ac
cept this principle as a 
matter of Faith, the mi
raculous character of each 
individual occurrence 
must be settled by the 
evidence. 

B e f o r e Beatification 
the number of miracles 
required varies with the 
respective Causes. In the 
Causes of Martyrs no 
miracle is required. In 
the ordinary procedure, 
where the testimonies are 
gathered from living wit
nesses, only rwo miracles 
are needed. In those 
Causes which d e p e n d 
u p on documentary evi-

._ --.el'ence.s_to_prQY.e...the...11eroic 
virtues, four miracles are 
demanded. The Cause of 
Mother Seton falls under 
the latter g r o u p. Her 
Title as Founder of a 
Religious Community will 
dispense with one miracle. 
After Beatification in all 
Causes, only two miracles 
are required for Canoni
zauon. 

You are familiar with 
the r e p o r t s of cures 
studied and approved at 
Lo u rd e s. No one can 
question their authentic
ity. No one can doubt 
that there had been, in 
each case approved by 
the medical board of ex-
( Continued on Page 3) 
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V. Postulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, as 
the Apostolic Postulation for the Cause of 
Canonization of Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of Charity 
in America, is part of the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites in Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organization 
established in 1939, with the aoproval of 
the Holy See, to promote the Canonization 
of Mother Seton in every way possible, by 
means of literature, religious artides, etc. 

The Bulletin is issued quttrterl-y. 

Membership in the Guild indudes the 
privilege of receiving copies 

of the Bulletin gratis. 

Address all communications to 

Central Office of the 

~nt4rr ~rtnu <&utlc1 
.Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity : 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson . N . Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent Halifax 

Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio . Cincinnati 
Convent Station 

Seton Hill 
N . J. 

Greensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause are 
met by the donations of the clients of 
Mother Seton, and by the membership 
subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription __ $ 1.00 

Perpetual Membership _ $10.00 
Deceased may be enrolled 
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FAVORS CKNOWJLEDGED 
BALTIMORE, Mo.: "Dear Father: For 

two years, every Sunday before Mass, I 
prayed to Mother Seton for the conver
sion of a lady who is employed in the 
oflice where I work. I am very happy to 
say that last month she was baptized and 
made her First Holy Communion. Be
fore embracing our Faith, she was not a 
member of any particular church. All 
thanks to Mother Seton, whom this lady 
holds in admiration." (Miss M. K. L.) 

help to me and my associates in business. 
I encountered a financial problem and 
asked Mother Seton for her assistance. 
Her reply was so quick and so bountiful 
that I was most pleasancly and gratefully 
surprised. The result of her intercession 
in my behalf was far beyond my fondest 
hopes. I join in prayer with you that 
Mother Seton will soon be declared 
Blessed." (P. G. D.) 

BALTIMORE, Mo.: "Dear Father: An 
TROY, Mo.: "Dear Father: In October, X-ray two years ago disclosed a split 

1947, my doctor wanted to operate for cartilage in my daughter's knee. The 
the removal of a large gallstone_ I said bone specialist advised an immediate op-

he should give me time t;o~s::;h;.::o~w~ h~im~__:th~ a'..:.t'~-c<;ei-,,rantt'IT·o,-n_.'A'l'Ir.m,:'a':Jd:;;e"arnN;r-.o;,;;v;;;e~n~a--uto~M;;;;;orth_tti'.e;"r-=------
with Murhe Se-!: nelp, It cou e re- t e 
moved without the knife. H e laughed ee per ect y a rig t, norma in every 
and said it couldn' t be done. Besides, he way. Thanks to M other Seton." (Mrs. 
added, what did I ever do for God that A. R. M .) 
He would do so great a thing for me? 
I said 'Nothing, and that is why I am 
going to ask Mother Seton to help me, 
as she has helped me before.' I offered 
all the pain for the conversion of sinners 
and asked Mother Seton to stop the pain. 
The pain left me, and I can truthfully 
say I have not had a pain since and I 
have not been operated on. Later, I got 
rid, wi~ Mother Seton's help, of two 
infections in an ear which had been 
chronically affected since I was 16 months 
old, and I am now 56 years old." (Mrs. 
W.R_B,) 

NEw YORK, N. Y .: "Dear Father: It 
was revealed in several X-rays that my 
son, aged 16, had a cyst and a sinus 
condition, which would require surgery. 
After praying and making Novenas to 
Mother Seton, another X-ray was taken, 
and both the roentgenologist and our 
family doctor say the cyst has disappear:.e 
and no operation is necessary. I am deeply 
grateful to Mother Seton for her help." 
(D. A.H.) 

ALBANY, N. Y.: "Dear Father: I was 
told by my .doctor that if an ulcer on 
my leg reopened, for the fourth time 
since 1942, I would have to undergo an
other vein operation. My brother gave 
me the cloth relic of Mother Seton to 
apply to the area, and the ulcer has not 
reopened. I do not know if my testimony 
will be accepted as a miracle performed 
by Mother Seton, but I earnescly hope it 
will be, as to my mind, it is nothing less." 
(F. A. H.) 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.: "Dear Father: 
Enclosed please find my check in amount 
of $10.00, in appreciation and thanks
giving to Mother Seton for her great 

Additional favors through Mother 
Seton's intercession are thankfully ac
knowledged in letters from the following: 
G. M. S.; G. H., Kansas City, Mo.; Mrs. 
E. B., Phila., Pa.; Mrs. M . F.; Mrs. W. 
A. R., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mrs. M. H. T., 
Orange, N. J .; Mrs. R. R., Woonsocket, 
R. I.; Sisters of St. Dominic, Joliet, Ill.; 
Miss E. K., Jordan, Minn.; Miss W. L. 
H., New Orleans, La.; Mrs. R. D . B., 
Arbutus, Md.; Mrs, E. D. G., Napoleon
ville, La.; Mrs. J. C., Dorchester, Mass.; 
Miss E. M. J., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mrs. 
W. R. D., Mobile, Ala.; Miss C. M. 
O 'B., Devon, Pa.; W. H. M., New 
York, N. Y.; Mrs. C. B., Cincinnati, O .; 
A. M. W ., Phila., Pa.; W . F. McC., 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y.; E. G. J., Singar, 
N. J .; Sisters of St. Joseph, Superior, 
Wis.; Mrs. J. B.; Mrs. J . E., New 
Orleans, La.; J. A., Glenside, Pa.; W. A., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Sister D. B., San 

ranc1sco, a 1 . ; rs. ., icago, 
Ill. , and Miss G . D., Jackson Heights, 
N. Y. 

Dedicated to Mother Seton 
The Seton Chapter of the Quill and 

Scroll, international honor society for 
high school journalists, came into being 
recencly at St. Peter High School, Keo
kuk, Iowa, when eight members of the 
Hilltopper Times staff were initiated in 
an impressive candle-lighting ceremony 
witnessed by the entire student body. 

The charter members who, after dedi
cating their chapter to Mother Seton, 
received membership cards and the 
badges of the society were Marlene Klep
fer, Lois Concannon, Mary Katherine 
Touhey, Mary Frances Azinger, Bill 
Short, George Gredell, Don Broeckert, 
and John Ewers. 
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The Magnificat of Elizabeth Ann Seton-Ill 
MARY: He that is mighty hath done 

great things to me, and holy is His 
name. 

MoTHER SETON: Thou hast drawn me 
from the mire and set me upon the 
rock. Thou hast put a new song in 
my mouth-the song of the salvation 
of God. 

You must admire how the Lord has 
chosen such a one as I to preside over 
it (the Community} ... His blessed 
name be adored forever. 

Having acknowledged her lowliness, 
Mary immediately, in exultation and 

--- thanksgiving_,_ se.ts -herself to detail the 
greamess and goodness of her God. "He 
hath done great things in me," she says, 
paying tribute to His power, His holiness 
and His mercy: His power in the miracu
lous manner of the Incarnation; his holi
ness in the person of God incarnate, and 
in the mission of redemption He was to 
accomplish: His mercy, because the rec
onciliation of man with God was now 
assured. 

Mocher Seton, too, recognized and 
humbly rejoiced at the great things done 
to her: the first great thing, that of her 
conversion to the Catholic Faith; the sec
ond great thing, the selection of her to 
be the Foundress of a pioneer religious 
community-the mother and model, not 
only of her immediate associates, but of 
all those who would follow in their foot
steps. To deny fact, to deny untruthfully 
that God has given us capabilities in some 
line of activity, is not humility but false
hood. There is no need of fearing pride, 
secret or overt, so long as we "Walk in 
truth." This humility, this correct evalu
ation and order can be preserved in our 

i-=~--1s.· ves onty-by a dominant love of God. 
e !rumble recognition of what 

God, and friends who were agents of His 
Providence, had done for her chat makes 
Mocher Seton so touchingly grateful: for 
gratitude is one of the attributes of hu
mility. She writes to a member of the 
Filicchi family that had befriended her, 
and who was instrumental in her conver
sion: "My dear, dear Antonio, if you 
only knew what God has done for me in 
calling me to His Church; if you knew 
the daily Mass and constant communions, 
the peace and rest of His sanctuary for 
your poor little American sister ... you 
would say with me, 'Blessed be the hour 
when you touched the American shore.' " 

Mother Seton's artless gratitude f~r 
favors, temporal as well as spiritual, is 
the more remarkable when we consider 
the conditions and circumstances of af
fluence that were hers, the social circle 

in which she moved, the life of luxury in 
which she and her children might have 
lived had she not elected to sacrifice all 
for the sake of embracing the Catholic 
Faith. That she was not altogether in-

these words: "May the most just, the 
most high, the most amiable will of God 
be ever known, loved and accomplished!" 

sensitive to the sufferings which depend-
ence brings, is shown in a letter of hers to MARY: And His mercy is from genera-
the Italian family just mentioned: "You tion to generation to them that fear 
say it is mortifying to receive. Oh An- Him. 
tonio, how little you can judge of the MoTHER SETON: Let me have buc one 
mortifications I have experienced, if you wish, that of pleasing Thee; but one 
call it mortification to receive from you. fear, the fear of offending Thee. (Feb. 
True mortification is to depend on those 13.) 
who neither cherish you for the love of All other sorrow is pleasure com-
God, nor for yourself. If ever I dared to pared with this worst of sorrows-the 
ask anything of God respecting our tern- offending my gracious Lord. 
poral destination, it woulcfbe, not to re- fl In a your actions submit your mo-
turn to New York. But I ask nothing- tives to this unerring test, 'Will this be 
His blessed will be done in every respect.'' approved of by His all-seeing eye?' 

It is easy to detect here, as one of her 
biographers' remarks, that the soul of How tellingly did the Virgin of Naza-
Elizabech, capable of the most noble sacri- reth show her fear of the Lord by her 
fices, sometimes felt the assaults of nae- single query: "How shall this be done, 
ural pride. Having been nurtured in the because I know not man?" She had made 
delights of independence, the restraints a promise to God; she had reason to be-
of her new position were so many keen lieve chat it had been accepted; and not 
mortifications. But grace triumphed over even the dazzling honor of becoming 
nature, and she rejoiced in her sacrifices His mother could make her forget that 
which were so many pledges of her fi- promise nor consent to the undreamed 
delity to God. Towards creatures, as to- dignity, until she was assured that such a 
wards her Creator, Mother Seton's grati- dignity was consonant with her Vow of 
rude, outgrowth of justice and humility, Virginity. It was this very fear she had 
led her to express, in sweetest terms, her of offending Him chat drew His com-
appreciation of goods received, her love placency upon her. 
for her benefactors, and her devotion This holy fear of God is diametrically 
to their interests. Hers was the homage opposed to pride, which, by prompting 
of her heart, rendered for the liberality self-adulation, diminishes within us the 
of which she had been the object. The fear of God and lays the soul open to 
briefest sketch of Mocher Seton's life every other kind of fear-fear of the loss 
reveals how the recalling of God's bless- of property, of health, of honor, of 
ings induced her to love Him, co hope pleasure. The Gift of Fear, on the con-
in His goodness, to celebrate His great- trary, moves us to act as little children 
ne , -roconsecrate he1,e-lho-His -serv,0• ~. --imder the -hand oLGod:-to be humble, __ 
This humble gratitude brought in its modest, considerate of all. 
train a host of virtues-zeal, hope, piety, Excellently did Mocher Seton demon-
love of the neighbor, devotedness, the strate that this one fear, which is a gift of 
spirit of self-sacrifice. Over and over she the Holy Ghost, delivered her from all 
exclaimed with the prophet: "What shall other fears. It delivered her from worldly 
I render to the Lord for all the things He fears, inducing her to give up all tern-
hath rendered to me? I will take the poral goods and advantages, her rank in 
chalice of salvation, and I will call upon society, the warm safety of the ancestral 
the name of the Lord." For this saintly hearth, when these would come between 
soul, the "chalice of salvation" was in- herself and what God demanded of her. 
deed a chalice of suffering, of anguish- It delivered her from carnal fears, mak-
mental, moral, and physical; but she ing her embrace inconveniences, priva-
took it trustingly, as from the hand of a cions, destitution, not only for herself, 
Father-Physician, even as a child she had but for her dearly loved children, rather 
taken bitter remedies from the hand of than risk the loss of their Catholic Faith. 
her earthly father, dedicated to the noble It delivered her from servile fear, caus-
art of healing. So deeply were these ing her to rejoice in the service of God, 
sentiments implanted in her soul that, confident and trustful, striving to please 
when she was told that death was but a Hirn, not as a taskmaster, but as a loving 
few moments away, she expressed her Father. How could trust be better ex-
profound submission and abandon in (Continued on Page 8} 
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pressed than when she says: "Sweet is 
the Providence that over-rules us"? It de
livered her from natural fear, from timid
ity, from hesitation, from doubts and un
certainties; enabling her co undertake pro
digious enterprises with no material 
resources. 

Because Mother Seton feared-feared 
sweetly but courageously-to deny God 
any sacrifice, the mercy of God has de
scended through the institutions of char
ity and benevolence, of which she was che 
originator, upon com~tless thousands of 
persons. Hers was a fear which served co 
bring about, not only her conversion, but 
her sanctification as well. How she wished 
the same sanctification to all dear to her; 
how she dreaded all that would interfere 
with it. Never was mother more loving 
than she; yet sbe writes to one of her 
sons: "Guard well, my dear one, that 
pure heart which will be the charm of our 
reunion. Oh, if our God should be for
gotten in that heart ... Let me die and 
be gone before that insupportable sorrow 
comes." She feared, not only to offend 
God, but to be deceived by His com
forts. "I often stop in the midst of a 
hurry and beg my Saviour to assure me 
that it is not a temptation, and that He 
will not let my enemy persuade me that 
there is peace where there is no peace." 
How exquisitely does her self-deprecia
tion shine through this passage in a letter 
co Bishop Carroll: "For myself, the only 
fear I can have is too much of self-seek
ing in my pleading for the accomplish
ment of this object (a Catholic school in 
Baltimore), which, however, I joyfully 
yield to the Will of Almighty God, con
fident that, as He has disposed my heart 
co wish above all things to please Him, 
it will not be disappointed in the desire, 
whatever may be the appointed means. 
Hers was a heart chat shaped its life 
and actions according to the lea,t pleas
ure of God. 

MARY: He hath showed might in His 
arm: He hath scattered the proud in 
the conceit of their heart. He hath put 
down the mighty from their seat and 
hath exalted the humble. 

MOTHER SETON: The things of heaven, 
earth and hell shall bow to His name. 
He will deliver. 

Look. up! The highest there were the 
lowest here, and coveted most the pov
erty and humility which accompanied 
their and our Master every step of the 
way. 

You will be astonished that our Lord 
has chosen such a person as myself to 
be in charge of this work., but you 
k.now He shows His power by means 

MoTHER SETON Gu1LD BuLLETIN 

PRIZE WINNER 

DONALD KENNY 

Winner of first prize in the literary 
contest sponsored by His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. John M. McNamara, was 
Donald Kenny, student in the third year 
High of St. Joseph's School, North Syd
ney, Cape Breton, N. S. Second and 
third prizes went co young ladies in the 
Ryan Memorial High School, of Dor
chester, Mass., and St. Patrick's High 
School, Halifax, N. S., respectively. 

The contest, open to the pupils of the 
last three years of High School, at
tracted manuscripts from 90 contestants 
in Canada, New York, and Boston, 
showing remarkable interest in Mother 
Seton, her Cause, and the love for her 
acquired by the students who took part. 

of weak. instrnments, and His wisdom, 
by our ignorance. 

Out of her fullness of knowledge of 
the Sacred Writings, which are a detailed 
description of God's way of dealing with 
His chosen people, Mary speaks of the 
proud scattered, the mighty put down, 
the humble exalted. So it was in the 
history of Joseph the dreamer, David the 
shepherd, Daniel the prophet. With the 
women of Israel, too, for Mary had read 
of the triumph of Judith over the mighty 
Holofernes, of Esther over the haughty 
Aman, of Suzanna over the lying, crafty 
elders. But Mary, in vision, saw fulfilled 
in herself che greatest of all triumphs; 
for it was she who was to crush the head 
of the infernal serpent whose bite brought 
death to mankind. Yet, not for an instant 

"I taste the sweetness of His pres
ence, and feed on the bread of 
Angels which warms, cheers, soothes, 
contents and renews my whole being." 
-MOTHER SETON. 
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did she forget d1at it was the might of 
a divine arm that wrought these wonders, 
and her words are but an anticipation of 
those of St. Paul: "The weak dungs of 
chis world hath God chosen, that H e 
might confound the strong." 

Mod1er Seton, familiar with both Old 
and New Testament, knew chat God's 
ways change not and that humility was 
and will always be essential for those who 
would do His work and merit His pro
tection. Nothing can supply for its want; 
none can be exempted from its practice: 
those who would be rich in treasures of 
grace must exercise themselves in chis 
virtue. Mother Seton, well persuaded that 
nothing was due to her save confusion 
and contempt, accepted all such things 
with tranquility of soul, looking beyond 
chem to the mighty arm which permitted 
her persecutors to go only so far as their 
malign intentions could work out His de
signs on her soul. 

Persecutions and calumnies of no small 
moment were her portion from the mo
ment she announced her intention of em
bracing the Catholic religion. She was 
even threatened with state legislation chat 
would make her an outcast and her clul
dren, paupers. But she knew the strength 
of Him in Whom she trusted, and spoke 
of the proposed threats almost lightly: 
"I have been in a sea of trouble since you 
left me, but the guiding star is always 
bright, and the Master of d1e storm is 
always in view. The anger and violence 
of the Setons, Tarquars, Wilkes, etc., 
when they found Cecilia (her sister-in
law) was, not only a Catholic but firm 
as the rock she builds on, cannot be de
scribed. They threatened that she should 
be sent out of the country, I should be 
turned out a beggar with my children, 
and many other such nonsenses not worth 
naming ... Almighty God always pro
vides, and co Him I commit my cause." 

As she trusted to Him when clouds 
were darkest, so to Him did she give 
glory when the skies had cleared. A few 
years before her death she saw her spirit
ual daughters departing for other cities, 
pressed by the charity of Christ with 
which she had imbued them. Ignoring 
her own part in chis prodigious develop
ment, she refers all to God: "Our work 
succeeds with a blessing, a success, which 
is the work of God alone." Again, "All 
our affairs at St. Joseph's go on with the 
blessing of God. Sisters are now estab
lished in New York, as in Philadelphia, 
for the care of the orphans." What 
greater exaltation could a soul have than 
to be able to say with Mother Seton: 
"Dear Lord, keep me as I am while I 
live, for this is true content: to hope for 
nothing, to desire nothing, to expect 
nothing, to fear nothing." 


