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The Season's Greetings are extended to you and yours, with a fervent prayer that the Infant Saviour 

will bestow upon you the choicest of Heavenly gifts, and with heartfelt gratitude to O ur Blessed Lord 

for all the blessings showered upon the Cause of the Canonization of Mother Seton, as well as these 

personal favors during our recent visit to Rome and other hallowed spots in Europe: 

A special blessing from His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, 

in a private audience on A:.igust 7, 1949. On chis happy 
occasion, the Holy Father imparted his paternal bene

diction upon the Cause of Mother Seton and upon all 

members of the Mother Seton Guild; 

Th<:: honor of speaking, in the Convent at Lisieux, 

with the sister of "The Little Flower," Mother Agnes, 

who pledged that she and her Community will pray 
daily for the Cause of iocher Seton; 

The happiJ:iess of visiting, on separate occasions, the 

Very Rev. William Slattery, C.M., Superior General of 
the Congregation of the Missions, and the Rev. Mother 

M. Blanchot, Mother General of the Daughters of 

Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, both of whom spare 
no effort to promote the Cause throughout the world; 

The privilege of celebrating Holy Mass on the Altar 

of the Chair, in St. Peter's, Rome. At this Altar the 

The infinite merits of these 

Masses accompanied to Heaven 

the petitions for the success of 

the Cause and for spiritual and 
temporal blessings upon all 

members of the Guile... This 

copstant remembrance of all of 

you is an expression of our 

ceremonies of Beatification take place. The first inten

tion at this Mass was an expression of the ardent prayer 

of every member of the Guild-that Mother Seton 

may socn be declared Blessed, by the Providence of 
God, through the performance of authenticated miracles; 

The joy of celebrating Mass at the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Momrnero, Leghorn, Italy. Here Mother Seton 

received her first inspiration for conversion, for it was 

in this famous Basilica on the top of the hill that Our 
Lord gave her the Gift of Faith in the Blessed Sacra
ment; 

The consolation of saying Mass at Fatima-at the 

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes-on the main Altar dedi

cated to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, where 
Our Blessed Mother appeared to St. Catherine Laboure 

-and in the Motherhouse of the Daughters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul, in Paris. 

deep gratitude for your loyal 

cooperation in promoting the 
Cause. 

May the Infant Saviour bless 

you this Christmastide and 

abide with you in the New Year. 

Re-v. Sal-vator M. Burgio, C.M. 
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~otf)er ~eton @um, 
Emmitsburg, Md. 

R EV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

V. Postulator for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, as 
the Apostolic Postulation for the Cause of 
Canonization of Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of Charity 
in America, is part of the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites in Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organization 
established in 1939, with the aoproval of 
the Holy See, to promote the Canonization 
of Mother Seton in every way possible, by 
means of literature, religious articles, etc. 

The Bulletin is issued quarterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the 
privilege of receiving copies 

of the Bulletin gratis. 

Address all communications to 

Central O Hice of the 

ilotqer §etou <!Dutlc1 
Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity: 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary Sc. Louis 
Mc. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson . N. Y . 
Mc. St. Vincent Halifax 
Mr. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio . Cincinnati 
Convent Station 
Seton Hill 

N. J. 
Greensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause are 
met by the donations of the clients of 
Mother Seton, and by the membership 
subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription __ $ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership _ $10.00 

Deceaud may be enrolled 
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S IMON BRUTE missed Emmits
burg. He felt inadequate in the 
surroundings of St. Mary's Sem

inary in Baltimore and had the oplll1on 
that he could be doing greater good else
where. In a spirit of humility he wrote to 
Elizabeth Seton: "You would be ashamed 
of your poor President, to see him so 
bothered, hurried .... Never, never, dear 
Mother, shall I do things in measure, 
never, never. In Heaven, dear Mother, 
measure without measure; this is the one 
we need, but it suits us badly, for you 
have the measures of this life better than 
I have .... Alas, alas! the more I write, 
while they talk around me, the more 
contrary things do I say." 

Ecclesiastical and collegiate duties 
were many and varied at the Baltimore 
Seminary, but President Brute always 
found time to advise, encourage and com
fort his friends. Much of this was ac
complished by his prolific letter-writing. 

Among his correspondents was his 
cherished little friend, Rebecca Seton. 
Youngest of Mother Seton's children, 
Becky was known as the "Little Suf
ferer." She had been ill for several years 
as the result of a fall on the ice at St. 
Joseph's in the winter of 1812. The little 
girl's spine had been injured and her 
small face was often drawn with pain. 
Bee, as she was often called by her class
mates, got about on crutches made espe
cially for her. Charitable friends of the 
Serons employed the services of skilled 
physicians who exerted every effort in an 
attempt to bring about the young girl's 
cure, all to no avail. 

For several years Rebecca Seton was a 
constant sufferer and it was Simon Brute 
who wrote her tender little notes of en
couragement and exquisite prayers ap
propriate to her girlish soul. He thought 
of her affectionately as his little sister 
and sometimes signed himself "Your 
brother." At one time the French priest 
had given Becky an "Ecce Homo" print 
and this picture became one of her most 
treasured possessions. The Sisters placed 
it on the wall at the foot of her bed and 
often the little invalid would raise her 
eyes to it in prayer as great tears rolled 
down her cheeks. 

To comfort Becky, Simon wrote: "One 
look to your bleeding Jesus, will restore 
more strength and resolution, than the 
most wearisome night would have taken 
away." 

One day Rebecca confided to Mr. 
Brute that she wished to be a Novice at 
St. Joseph's. She was a spiritually-lovely 
little girl-but so young!-and Simon, 
being the wise priest that he was, had to 
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consult with Mr. DuBois, at Mount St. 
Mary's. The two priests agreed to allow 
Becky to make some simple promises 
and to wear the Postulants' dress. When 
visitors came to the sick-room, it pleased 
Becky if they noted chat she was now a 
Postulant. 

Mother Seton was with Becky every 
moment that could be spared from her 
numerous Convent duties. The tender 
Mocher sang little songs to her "baby" 
to help ease the pain, and prayed with 
her often, exchanging, as she told Mr. 
Brute, "so many rapturous looks of hope 
that it must amuse the angels." 

Becky was sent to Baltimore for a visit 
where she- was---in tl1e a-re rh-,.-,fct,"""o-------
ards, a well-known Catholic family of 
the day. Doctor Chatard was an eminent 
physician and he generously gave of his 
time and skill to cure Rebecca. At best, 
he afforded her some relief. While living 
in Baltimore, she had the happiness of 
receiving Confirmation. She was then 
14 years old and a universal favorite at 
St. Joseph's. 

While Becky was away Mother Seton 
wrote to her: "Oh, my Rebecca! child 
of eternity! let peace and love stay with 
you in your pains, and they will lighten 
and sweeten them all. Be blessed for
ever!" 

Mr. Brute delighted in writing little 
notes to Becky; in fact, he conside~ed it 
a duty to comfort his "little sister" in 
the Valley. In response to one of her 
letters he wrote: "I thank you for your 
dear little note. I have pasted it on the 
last page of my Bible." One can under
stand how this tender message must have 
pleased the innocent child's heart. 

Simon was the soul of simplicity. On 
another occasion he wrote thu co hi..--~-~--' 
dear invalid: " I took you in my heart 
at Holy Communion and offered you to 
our Lord as completely as I could." 

Pure poetry were the words he wrote 
one day from the Convent cemetery. 
Simon's quick-silver emotions seemed to 
leap from the page as the lovely child 
read this memorable message: 

"Come then, my pen, seek for better, 
and since the hand has no rose to cull 
this morning for the beloved sufferer of 
my Jesus,-well! write her this name, 
better to her sight than any rose or lily 
-Jesus. Then write quickly the other 
she likes so much, write quick-Mary. 
Write still the blessed Father of the 
house, she lives, or suffers in,-for her 
life is now but suffering-write little pen! 
Write quick and soft, her nursing-father, 
Joseph." 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Mother General of the Sisters of Charity, Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio, Cincinnati, Ohio 

RECALLING every single detail of my private audience 
with His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, as I have done con
stantly since that great day of my life, I am inclined to 

sort my impressions on d1e basis of their interest for three groups 
-Americans generally, the members of my own Community, and 
all d1e members of che Mother Seton Guild. 

His intimate knowledge of the Church in America and of 
the entire American scene has astonished· everyone from our 
country who has enjoyed the high privilege of an audience with 
d1e Holy Father. The source of his broad knowledge soon be
comes clear. A keen student all his life, he has the history of 
our still young nation stored in his mind for ready reference, 
and he keeps his information up-to-date by questioning every 
visitor. Small wonder that Americans of high and low degree 
marvel at wisdom of his observations on things American. Repre
sentatives from all 
over the world find 
Pope Pius just as 
conversant with af
fairs in each of their 
countries as we 
Americans do - an 
impressive illustra
tion of the Cacholic
icy, me an in g the 
Universality, of the 
Church. 

All the members 
of the Mother Se
ton Guild will be 
happy, too, to be as
sured of the Holy 
Father's enthusiastic 
interest in d1e Cause 
so close to the hearts 
of all of us. H e 
knows it well and 
prays for its sue-

' cess. The prayers of 
all of you, he said, 

which is supreme in Causes of Canonization. Here we were 
introduced to the various officials-Archbishop Carinci, che Sec
retary; Monsignor Dance, the Undersecretary, and Father 
Antonnelli, the Relator General of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. Under Father Antonnelli's charge is the documentation 
of Mother Seton's Cause. 

What a revelation it was to me to be thus behind the scenes 
of a Process of Canonization! I knew that Causes of Canoniza
tion cake years to execute. I knew the work could truly be termed 
colossal. But these notions were somewhat hazy up to chis 
time. Now I saw with my own eyes the array of documents be
longing to Mother Seton's Cause. The collection was enormous. 
One of Father Antonnelli's assistants was working assiduously 
over the books and making notes. The perfection of detail in 
the Sacred Congregation is evidenced by the extreme carefulness 

wid1 which every
thing 1s recorded. 
Here were no slip
s h o d m e t h o d s. 
Words w e r e in

scribed w i t h the 
care and style of 
script w i t h which 
college diplomas are 
engrossed. I began 
to realize why years 
are as so many days 
in the accomplish
ment of so stupend
ous an undertaking 
as a Cause of Can
onizat ion. As I 
gazed at the impos
ing pile of docu
ments painstakingly 
assembled here, one 
by one, I perceived 
clearly for the first 
time the gratifying 
progress which has 

will help more than 
anything else to 
promote che Cause 
of Mother Seton's 

Mother Mary Zoe, flanked by Sister Mary Cyril and Father Burgio, with a Papal 
attendant and Swiss Guards, after her audience with His H oliness, Pope Pius XII , 

in the Palace of Castel Gandolfo. 

been made in Moth
er Seton's Cause as 
a result of all the 
acnv1nes over the 

Canonization. 
Although I strove to maintain an external composure, I con

fess now to a feeling of nervous apprehension as I traveled from 
Rome to Castel Gandolfo with my companions, Sister Mary 
Cyril and Father Burgio, for my private audience. When I was 
ushered into the Pope's private study and greeted him, I was 
asked by His Holiness to be seated on the chair beside his desk. 
This honor would have overwhelmed me had not the Holy 
Father, with kind and solicitous graciousness, put me immediately 
and completely at ease. And I think his characteristic benignity 
during the entire audience was perhaps never more kindly and 
sympathetic than when he imparted his blessing upon Mother 
Seton's Cause, upon me and the members of the Community, 
and upon all the members of che Mocher Seton Guild. 

This was the climax of a visit which had begun in the Eternal 
City two days earlier, when Father Burgio escorted Sister Mary 
Cyril and me to the offices of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, 

past years. 
In the archives of the Sacred Congregation, we beheld the 

records of completed Canonizations in huge volumes, some cen
turies old but bound for eternity. As I looked on the writing, 
as clear today as when the pen first touched the pages of heavy 
paper, I reflected on the wisdom of d1e Church in not accepting 
typewritten forms for its permanent records. 

We then paid a visit to Monsignor Narucci, the Promoter 
General, often called the "Advocatus Diaboli," or "Devil's Ad
vocate," because it is his duty to analyze each case meticulously 
for the purpose of finding possible flaws to offer as objections 
in the Process of Canonization. His interest in Mother Seton's 
Cause seemed to me to belie that term of opprobrium. He was 
surprisingly familiar with all the derails of her life. 

His advice to all of us interested in the Canonization of 
Mocher Seton is that we should, by prayer and every other 
means in our power, try to procure (Continued on Page 8) 
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FAVORS ACKNOWLEDGED 
Following are excerpts from some of the letters recently re

ceived in acknowledgment of favors which followed prayers to 
Mother Seton: 

JERSEY CITY, N. J.: Of the three favors I requested in my 
last Novena, I can truthfully say one has been granted, the 
recovery of the health of the brother of a friend. He is home 
and well on the road to health, thanks to the help of Mother 
Seton. (Mrs. M. L.) 

JoRDAN, MINN.: I am happy to send an offering for all the 
favors Mother Seton has given me. I will continue to pray to 
her and ask you kindly to pray for another special intention of 
mine. (Miss E. K.) 

BRONX, N. Y.: A month ago my sister's little girl, who has 
lost two years' schooling because of a heart condition, was told 
by the doctors that 
she could resume 
school a n d some 
activities as her heart 
condition, upon re
examination, was not 
so bad as they 
thought. During th~ 
last two years, I 
have been praying 
every day to Mother 
Seton for this little 
girl. I also gave her 
one of Mother Se
ton's touched relics. 
She has helped me 
also. I am enclosing 
an offering. (Miss 
A. C. R.) 

ployed in the Navy Dep:., although I had been notified that I 
would be affected by the reduction of personnel. (Miss E. D. G.) 

ADDRESS UNKNOWN: My mother was in a serious accident and 
is now getting along fine. After an illness of over two years, I, 
too, am now improving in health. A priest, ill for a year, has 
been restored to health. A young man studying for the priest
hood was threatened with the loss of an eye as the result of in
fection; and it now looks as though the eye will be saved. A 
friend in the hospital with a heart ailment is now at home and 
a little better. We invoked the aid of Mother Seton in all these 
cases and we feel that she has helped in a special way and we 
are grateful to her. (C. M. 0.) 

SussEx, ENGLAND: I hope I may haye the pleasure of report
ing to you that one or more of my intentions have been gran ted 

as a result of a 
novena for the Beati
fication of Mother 
Seton. I should love 
to send you a gen
erous offering but 
we are prohibited by 
law to send money 
out of the country. 
I hope it is only a 
deferred pleasure. I 
pray for miracles to 
hasten the Cause. 
(A. H.) 

The folowing fa
vors were reported 
by the Sisters of 
Charity of Mount 
Saint Vincent, New 
York, N. Y.: CINCINNATI, 

OHIO: I was given 
a leaflet concerning 
the Cause of Can
onization of Mother 
Seton. I have re
ceived two wonder
ful favors, the chief 
one being the quick 

ReY. Ferdinand Antonelli, O.F.M., Relator General of the Historical Section of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

a. Early in May, 
1949, Jean Reddett, 
aged 17 years, of 85 
Bronx River Road, 
Yonkers, N. Y., was 
taken ill with a se
rious disorder of the 
gall bladder. She 

and successful delivery of a little daughter to my own daughter. 
My daughter has not recovered as she should and I feel I am 
at fault because I didn't acknowledge the favor. Will you please 
implore Mother Seton in behalf of my daughter? (Mrs. F.D.F.) 

UTICA, N. Y.: I promised Mother Seton that, if my son 
passed his examination, I should acknowledge it as a great favor. 
And he passed. I pray that all who read my letter of thanksgiv
ing will be encouraged. (Mrs. T . S.) 

LAKE WoRTH, FLA.: I have more or less blindly been praying 
to Mother Seton and I feel that my prayers have been answered. 
I prayed to her because I knew that she had a hard struggle 
in this life and that she would help me if she could. Now I 
should like to make an offering of a check in thanksgiving. 
(Mrs. M. R. MacL.) 

DREXEL HILL, PA.: Thanks to Mother Seton, I am still em-

was brought to St. John's Riverside Hospital where X-rays re-
·vealed the presence of gallstones. An operation was performed 
on May 7 by Dr. Harrison Betts. Jean's condition became worse 
and grave complications set in. A second operation took place 
on May 25 bur the results gave no hope of recovery. Through
out these weeks prayers were offered continually for the young 
girl through the intercession of Mother Seton, and a touched 
relic was applied. 

When no favorable results followed the second operation, a 
consultation was held and Dr. Andrus of the Columbia Medical 
Center was called in. He urged the need of a third operation. 
The Sisters at Mount St. Vincent and Jean's parents resorted 
more fervently than ever to prayer offered through Mother Se
ton. About August 15, just when the third operation was about 
to cake place, the girl showed decided improvement. After care
ful examination che attending physician said chat che need of 
the operation was obviated and that Jean was cured. She is now 
perfectly well. The doctors used (Continued on Page 8) 
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MOTlrIER SETON ACT IVITIES 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-Hudson, New York 

BY S ISTER MARY AGNES 

P ROGRAMS honoring Mother Seton presented during the 
spring term in schools conducted by the Sisters of Charity 
of New York indicate a growing awareness of the potential 

impact of her spirituality on the contemporary American Cath
olic scene. Formerly, presentations tended to be chiefly bio
graphical or devotional dramatizations, designed to acquaint 
audiences with the salient facts in Mother Seton's life and the 
historical background in which she moved. These were necessary 
and fitting as a beginning. Recently, however, the youthful 
authors and producers seem to be directing their talents cowards 
interpreting her character and virtues in terms of everyday liv
ing, and translating the now familiar facts into norms or ideals 
of personal conduct. 

Elizabeth Seton Academy, Yonkers, an elementary school, 
presented a playlet on April 2, 
1949, which, while conforming to 
the traditional scenes, her child
hood, her return from Iraly, and 
the early days at Emmitsburg, 
was unique in that more than 
half the school took part in it. 
Twenty-five speaking parts and 
four group scenes provided op-

i 
Dear Father : 

Rosebank, Staten Island, Mother Seton did not appear as a 
character. Her influence on the lives of today's school children 
was revealed through the conversion of three girls and two boys, 
who, with the assistance of O ur Lady, St. Mary Magdalen, and 
St. Therese, were preparing for an essay contest on Mother 
Seton's life. 

In April, 1949, the children of Sc. Agatha Home, Nanuet, 
appeared in A Seton Saga. In this, five familiar scenes, Eliza
beth at the age of eight, Elizabeth with her five little ones, 
Elizabeth at the Lazaretto, Elizabeth in conference with Father 
DuBourg, and Elizabeth at Emmitsburg, were shown to be prel
udes or phases of the remote preparation for the Mother Seton 
Apostolate. Thj.s _Apog_olate, which to_gay embraces the entire 
United Sta tes, Halifax, Nova Scotia, and several foreign mission 
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fields, was typified in a scene de
picting the work of the Sisters 
among the natives in Nassau, 
Bahama Islands. The play closed 
with a tableau and a tribute to 
Mother Seton. 

Mother Seton, America's Val
iant Woman, a drama presented 
by the students of Sr. Barnabas' 
High School, Woodlawn, focused portunity for this wide partic

ipation. First and second graders 
were classmates of the young 
Betry Bayley; the older children 
were dancers, guests at a social 
function, and Sisters at St. Jo
seph's in Emmitsburg. A large 
audience of both children and 
adults witnessed the performance, 
which was given in Cardinal 
Hayes Auditorium, College of 
Mr. St. Vincent. 

I hove in l!ly diocese a small out -mi ssion called SEATG!&ILLE . 

attention on the basic agreement 
of American ideals with Chris
tian principles by linking events 
in the life of Mocher Seton with 
the six objectives outlined in tl1e 
preamble to the Constitution. As 
five of the events concerned her 
life as daughter, wife, and moth
er, they had definite, practical 
implications for the teen-age 
audience. 

thour)it ne rhaps i t was nc.med after L:other Seaton, Lut tha t was not the 

case . A few ,,ee!cs aeo I conf i med there. !t wos the f irs t time a bi shop 

had visited their littl e church. At other times the oas t or had broueht 

the children to the home par ish, At any ra t e , I told t hem about l!othe r 

Seat on and the, we re i nt ensely int ere ste d , I tol d them I \'/Ou l d send 

them • pamohle t for each f amil;r--some fifty. 

Some year s •co you nublished a ~amphle t of some 16 pages about 

The eighth grade girls of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel School, 
New York, used seven scenes 
from the life of Mother Seton 
as a springboard for portraying 
those virtues suitable for the 
imitation as well as the admira
tion of her young clients. The 
first three scenes, which empha
sized her obedience and affection 

?.!other Se aton . Pl ease send me 50 and encl ose s tatecent. 
"To form a more perfect 

union," the union of heart and 
soul created by the marriage 

With kindes t greetings, 

I beg to remain, 

ours in Christ . 
bond, she not only accepted 
without complaint the haraships 
imposed by William's financial 
reverses, but proved herself an 
angel of good cheer to her dis-

J .JI.ScUaman 
Lishoo of Peo r ia 
740 I( Glen Oak Avenue 
Peo ri a 
Illinois 

for her father, and the fourth, a glimpse into the charmed haven 
of her early married life, brought before the audience the im
portance of the attitudes and the acts of each individual mem
ber of the family in safeguarding the happiness of home life. 
The fifth and sixth scenes, depicting the courage and spirit of 
sacrifice in Mother Seton's search for, and acceptance of, the 
faith, deepened the children's appreciation of their own gift of 
faith, and impressed upon them the nece siry of preserving and 
strengthening it. The final scene, the happy convent life at 
Emmitsburg, will prove, we hope, to have kindled the spark of 
vocation in some little hearts chat wimessed it or participated 
in it. Two performances were given , one for adults and one 
for the children. 

In A Pleasant Dream of Mother Seton, presented by the 
eighth grade of St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal School, 

couraged husband. 
She did her part " to establish 

justice" by recognizing the necessity and "rightness" of it, offer
ing her infant daughter to satisfy Divine Justice for the salva
tion of her father's soul. 

The peace and true happiness which, even in the midst of 
illness, sorrow and uncertainry radiated from the gloomy Laza
retto during Elizabeth's sojourn there, proved chat she had 
learned the secret of "insuring domestic tranquillity" by the 
practice of unselfish love. 

Mothers pay with heartbreak to "provide for the common 
defense"; when Elizabeth gave her son William to the Navy, 
the parting was to be a final one. 

Though most of Elizabeth's adult life could be described as 
"promoting the general welfare," the authors selected, for the 
scene most characteristic of this, those errands of mercy per
formed in her youth which won (Continued on Page 8) 
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MOTHER SETON 
(Continued from Page 2) 

As he knew that she made artificial 
flowers for the Chapel during the mo
ments when she was free from pain, 
Simon wrote this note: 

"Make flowers, make flowers to decor
ate the altar of your Beloved, whilst He 
Himself adorns your soul with the richest 
and purest graces. Dear child, the martyrs 
envied the happiness which you now en
joy. The holy anchorets changed their 
lives, as yours, into a life of continual 
suffering-Ah, courage, humble and lov
ing courage. Make flowers for His altars; 
let it be for you a kind of prayer, and 
when too dejected, you can do nothing, 
not even articulate with your voice any 
prayer, lee your silence, your peaceful 
abandon, your resignation without 
bounds, speak to His Heart, this Heart 
immensely tender, infinitely loving. Let 
us be lost and annihilated therein during 
chis little moment of the present life; 
the beautiful Eternity will soon be opened 
for each one of us, as it was opened a 
little sooner for Annina." 

A sojourn in Philadelphia was made 
by Rebecca through the kindness of Mrs. 
Julia Scott who had heard of a new kind_ 
of treatment for spinal injuries. Becky 
left for Philadelphia with a Sister from 
St. Joseph's. Mocher Seton's farewell kiss 
to her daughter was accompanied with 
the following saintly advice: 

"You are not decked in the vanities 
of the world, my darling, but remember 
you are wearing the livery of Jesus Christ 
and to wear His livery of suffering is a 

. " great possession. 
Mother Seton wrote to Becky fre

quently, telling her of the latest news at 
Sc. Joseph's and sending her words of 
encouragement to help the little girl 
through her long days of suffering. 

"Oh, if I could but take your every 
pain," exclaimed Mocher Seton, "My 
Rebecca, He alone knows--on your bed 
and little pillow-but yet a little while. 
I hope everything for our dear eternity, 
since you suffer so much here." 

The new treatments were used on 
Becky at the hospital in Philadelphia but 
little good was accomplished and, in tl1e 
end, they had to bring the young girl 
back to the Valley. 

"Let God's will be done," Motl1er Se
ton announced to Julia Scott. "If it 
pleases Him to call the darling to Him
self, happy for her to escape the dangers 
of a sinful world." 

Towards the end, Rebecca seldom re
moved her eyes from the crucifix hang
ing on the opposite wall. Sometimes she 
called for her classmates when the pain 
was a little better. 

MoTHER SETON Gu1Lo BuLLETIN 

"Death, death, my Mother," she an
nounced wistfully on one of those last 
days, "it seems so strange chat I shall 
be no more here. You will come back 
(from the graveyard), dearest mother, 
alone. No little Rebecca behind the cur
tain. But that is only one side: when I 
look at tl1e other, I forget all; you will 
be comforted .... " 

It was nearing All Souls Day and the 
hours of Rebecca were numbered. Mother 
Seton wrote of these bitter-sweet mo
ments: 

"Our God! our God!" cried the Moth
er's hea rt, "to wait one hour for an object 
every moment expected! bur poor Rebec
ca's hours and agonies are known to 
You alone!-her meek, submissive look, 
artless appeals of sorrow, and unutter
able distress-the hundred little acts of 
piety of All Souls Day, so sad and sor
rowful,-the fears of the poor Mother's 
heart, her bleeding heart, for patience 
and perseverence in so weak a child,
the silent, long looks at each other,
fears of interfering in any way with 
the designs of infinite love:--oh that 
day and night and following day! The 
reverend Superior told her he would not 
wish her sufferings shortened! she quietly 
gave up, felt her pulse no more, in
quired no more about going, or what 
hour it was, but, witl1 her heart of sorrow 
pictured on her countenance, looking now 
at the crucifix, again at her mother, 
seemed to mind nothing else." 

Thus Rebecca fell into her agony! 
Her little head rested on her motl1er's 
heart as the spirit of this virtuous child 
sped on through the never-ending vistas 
of Eternity. "This," declares an eye
witness, "was tl1e moment of victory over 
nature." 

Mother Seton, her eyes a little larger 
and darker than usual, helped to lay 
Rebecca on her bed, after embracing the 
small body with the tender expression: 
"My Rebecca, my darling." 

Then the mother turned towards one 
of the Sisters, saying, "My dear Sister, 
bring me a change of linen; now that my 
chains are broken, I will bless the Lord." 
Raising her eyes and arms toward 
Heaven, the holy Foundress exclaimed, 
"O my Lord! my darling is with You ; 
she will no more be in danger of offend
ing You; I give her to You with all my 
soul." 

In making such an offering to God, 
Mother Seton felt the honor of return
ing her child to Heaven in a pure and 
holy state and it is said that "her brief 
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Never mind, all will go right, since we 
look to God alone.-Mother Seton. 
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career had fulfilled the hopes of a long 
existence." Nature, indeed, claimed the 
mother's tears, but, ultimately, faith was 
triumphant. 

Mr. DuBois, of Mount St. Mary's 
College, announced the news of Rebecca 
Seton's death, which occurred on No
vember 3, 1816, to Mr. Bruce, living at 
the Baltimore Seminary. The priest at 
the Mountain related the circumstances 
and praised the little girl's courage and 
faith, but left most of the details for 
Mother Seton to tell. Mr. DuBois asked 
Mr. Brute to have each of his confreres 
at Sc. Mary's Seminary to offer the Holy 
Sacrifice for the repose of little Becky's 
soul. 

In announcing the death of her daugh
ter to a friend, Mother Seton said: 

"You only can understand-her delight 
and triumphs in the last Sacraments, and 
dearest hopes through the divine Sac
rifice of the altar, even after death. I 
could give you no possible idea of the 
peace, sweetness, fortitude, and piety of 
that beautiful soul, which shone so well 
and so purely on her face, that from be
ing only a good-looking child, as when 
you last saw her, she became a real 
beauty even in death. High, high up 
your heart, dearest friend; no sad and 
unavailing regrets; see her now where 
she is, and chat will silence all." 

In conveying the news to her son, 
William, then living in Italy, Mother 
Seton wrote: 

" . . . It is not possible to give you a 
true idea of the virtues of Rebecca: her 
beauty of soul and body increased daily 
even to the arms of death .... In the 
arms and on the doting heart of her 
mother she gave the last sigh. Nine 
weeks, night and day, I had her in my 
arms,-even eating my meal with one 
hand often behind her pillow, while she 
esced on my knees. H er pains could find 

no relief or solace but in her own poor 
mother, so happy to bear them with her 
chat truly it has in no way hurt me."
November 21, 1816. 

A little later the mother of Rebecca 
revealed her heart to that friend of the 
years-Julia Scott. 

". . . Bue death, my J ulia-whac is 
deam? and mat long, long eternity? My 
little room has a window looking directly 
on me woods where my darlings sleep. 
It keeps up my heart to look over there 
20 rimes a day-first thing in me morn
ing, lase ac night, and mink: no more 
('lain now, up, up, me beautiful, joyous 
souls!" 

And so lonely Simon Bruce, living in 
che Baltimore Seminary, had another 
friend in Heaven-another link to con
nect him with his beloved "Eternity." 



DECEMBER, 1949 MoTHER SETON Gu1Lo Buu.FrJN PAGE SEVEN 

The Magnificat of Elizabeth Ann Seton-IV 

.---

MARY: He hath filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich H e hath sent 
away empty. 

MoTHER SETON: Never can you find a 
surer way of obtaining all your desires, 
than that of leaving all to God, who 
delights to grant the wishes, even for 
this life, if you are full of confidence. 

The Lord delivers His faithful ser
vants from all their troubles, and even 
allows them hours of sweetest peace as 
an earnest of future blessedness. 

The peace and consolation I daily, 
hourly, and constantly experience in 
the divine principles of my brother 
(Anthony Felicchi), has taught- me 
their influence over my life, and sweet 
promise in death make all secondary 
considerations appear trifling. 

Our Lady anticipates the blessings of 
the Beatitudes: "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit-Blessed are they chat hunger and 
thirst after justice." She anticipates the 
sweet invitation of her Son: "Come to 
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will refresh you." Last and greatest 
of all, she foreshadows the Divine Food 
and Drink with which the whole world 
is to be refreshed: "He that eatech My 
Flesh and drinketh My Blood abideth in 
Me and I in him." Foreseeing these prom
ises and chis perpetual miracle, well could 
she say: "He hath filled the hungry with 
good things." 

Great was the hunger of Elizabeth 
Ann Bayley Seton for the things of God 
from the earliest dawn of her intelli
gence. Recalling the prayers and piety of 
her childhood, one feels that she could 
later say, "Oh God, my God, to Thee do 
I watch at break of day." This hunger 
~ _with her expanding intelligence 

and it fed, but without finding satisfac
tion, upon what Protestantism, and still 
more, her native goodness, showed her of 
God. Her piety was fervent but unosten
tatious; her deeds of charity were numer
ous but concealed. Like a bit of steel 
brought within the range of a magnet, 
the moment Elizabeth Seton was brought 
ipto contact with a Catholic people, she 
felt divine hunger stirring within her. 
Putting aside intellectual pride, she be
came a humble, docile seeker after truth, 
prepared to give for that "pearl of great 
price" all temporal riches. 

Not being struck down in a moment 
like the great Apostle of tl1e Gentiles, 
Mother Seton struggled for months be
fore the vision of pure faith was vouch
safed her. Untiringly during those days 
she repeated: 

If I am right, Thy grace impart 
Still in the right to stay; 

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 
To find the better way. 

How could Mary, Consolatrix of the 
Afflicted, fail to be touched at this hum
ble prayer of Mother Seton's, made when 
the light of Faith was but beginning to 
dawn: "I said to Mary that God could 
surely not refuse anything to His mother; 
chat she could not help pitying and lov
ing the poor souls He died for; that I 
felt I had in her a mother .... At that 
moment I-it seemed as if I had found 
the pity and tenderness of a mother
cried myseff to sleep on her heart." 

Once invited into the house of the Fa
ther of the Family where the banquet 
table is always set, how did she long for 
the Bread of Immortality, and how re
plenished was she with its reception. In 
her sight the riches of earth were as noth
ing, less tlian nothing, in comparison witli 
the joys of Communion. What grateful, 
humble outbursts came from her heart 
at the very thought of Him who was the 
Food of her soul. "There He is, 0 
heavenly theme! As entirely true as that 
bread naturally removes my hunger; so 
chis Bread of Angels removes my pain 
and my cares; warms, cheers, soothes, 
contents, and renews my whole being." 
On anotlier occasion, replenished with 
the Sacramental Species, she cried out: 
"Merciful God, and I do possess You! 
Kindest, tenderest, dearest Friend. . . . 
Tongues of angels could not express our 
treasure of peace and contentment in 
Him." 

How the faith and humility of tlie 
Canaanite woman is recalled in an in
stance from Mocher Seton's life as we 
read this entry in her journal: "Good 
Shepherd Sunday. As the Tabernacle 
door opened, came tlie pressing thought, 
'This bread should not be given to a dog.' 
Immediately, as tlie eyes closed, mere 
came before me the image of an old 
white Shepherd dog feeding from the 
shepherd's hand in the midst of the flock, 
as I have seen in tlie fields between Pisa 
and Florence. 'Yes, my Saviour, You 
feed Your dog, who at the first sight can 
hardly be distinguished from the sheep-
but the canine qualities You see.' " 

Safe in the Catholic Faith, taken into 
its very heart by tlie Vows of evangelical 
perfection, the hunger of Mocher Seton 
was sated; her hungry past was pangless 
now, as she saw by what a clear path it 
had led her. Her hungry present held but 
one hunger, chat for Christ Incarnate--a 
delicious hunger, sweetly promised by our 

Lord when He said: "They who eat Me 
shall yet hunger; they who drink Me 
shall yet thirst." Her hungry future 
beckoned her on to chat eternal union 
where chosen souls "Shall no more hunger 
nor thirst; neither shall the sun fall on 
chem, nor any heat." 

MARY: He hath received Israel, His ser
vant, being mindful of His mercy. As 
H e spoke to our Fathers, to Abraham, 
and to His seed forever. 

MoTHER SETON: In the multitude of 
Thy mercies I have again entered Thy 
house and o:ic-shipped--in 1'-hy hol-y
temple. Receive the longing desires of 
my soul. 

Oh how sweet is every moment em
ployed in the service of the dearest and 
most generous of Masters, Who re
pays with the tenderness of compas
sionate love, the good will of His child. 

Trust all to Him, my dear one; put 
all in His hands, and we will see by 
and by, when we meet in our Jeru
salem, how good and tender He has 
been in giving you the thorny crown. 

Taking in, as none other could, the 
great mystery of our Redemption bound 
up with the Incarnation, Mary saw it as 
the means of salvation of the human race 
chosen by tlie Son of God from all eter
nity, foretold by the prophets, even to 
tlie last detail of the sacred Passion. She 
knew that Christ, having chosen this 
means, would never be deflected from it 
-not by the hard-heartedness of His 
own people, not by tl1eir rejection of 
Him, not by the infidelity of generation 
after generation. Christ's promises are 
sure, His words are true: Though ______ _ 
heaven and earth pass away, My word 
shall not pass away." The world may 
totter, a generation or an individual may 
be on the brink of ruin; but the hand of 
a heavenly Father is stretched out to save. 

God's promises in tlie Old Testament, 
those of His Son in tl1e New, are always 
conditional. Man must do his part to 
bring about their fulfillment. The im
mutability of His fidelity to His word is 
shown in the punishment of the wicked, 
as it is in the rewarding of the good. 
Only the humble can see this; only the 
humble submit witli as much faith to tlie 
chastening as to the caressing hand. In 
God's faithfulness, Motlier Seton, like 
Mary, founded her endless confidence, 
under all circumstances, in all times. 

In how many instances did mis valiant 
woman have nothing but God's promises 
on which to rely. When she, her delicate 
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litcle daughter, and a dying husband were 
confined in a cold, dismal lazaretto in a 
foreign country for weeks, her journal 
abounded in notes of reliance on the 
fatherly care of a Divine Power. "I find 
my present opporrunity a treasure, and 
my confinement of body a liberty of soul, 
which I may never again enjoy while 
they are united ." 

"If the wind which now almost puts 
out my light and blows on my William 
from every crevice, could come from any 
but His command, or if the circumstances 
that place us in so forlorn a situation were 
not guided by His hand, miserable indeed 
would be our case." Miserable indeed it 
would have been, but for her confidence; 
but, so far from finding it so, she adds: 
"Not only willing to take my cross, but 
la.ss 1t, too. ' When death claimed her 
husband a few days after their release 
from the lazaretto, she wrote: "My God, 
Thou art my God. Here I am, alone in 
this world, with Thee and my dear little 
ones. Bur Thou art my Father, and 
doubly theirs." 

Again, when struggling with doubts as 
to where the True Church could be 
found, Mother Seton finally exclaimed 
with almost desperate faith and humility: 
"Come, then, my little ones (her five 
children), we will go to judgment to
gether and present Our Lord His own 
words, and if He says, 'You fools, I did 
not mean that,' we will say: 'Since You 
said You would be always-even to the 
end of ages-with this Church You built 
with Your Blood; if You left it, it is 
Your word which has misled us. There
fore, please to pardon Your poor fools 
for Your own word's sake.'" Yes, 
Mother Seton knew that, as God spoke 
to Abraham and to his seed, so did 
Christ, the Son of God, speak to Peter 
and to his progeny in that Church 
founded on him. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost, as it was i'n the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, who created 
Mother Seton, destined her for a great 
work in His Church, and, that she might 
accomplish it, led her by hard paths into 
its bosom. 

Glory be to the Son who redeemed 
Mother Seton, imprinted his cross upon 
her life, and granted her the grace to 
sacrifice all for His love. 

Glory be to the Holy Ghost, who sanc
tified Mother Seton, inflamed her will 
with His divine fire, and was her rest in 
labor, strength in weakness, light in 
darkness. 

MoTHER SETON GuILD BuLLETlN 

Glory be to Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Seton. If it be God's holy Will, may 
the Church in its wisdom add her 
name to the list of those saints who 
have instructed others unto justice. 
Amen. 

MOTHER ZOE 
(Continued from Page 3) 

evidence of miracles performed through 
her intercession. He suggested extra
ordinary effort in hospitals, where the 
sick may call upon her for help towards 
recovery. Miracles, he said, come from 
increased devotion. 

He thought, too, that Mother Seton 
would prove a most effective instrument 
for the conversion of these outside the 
Faith, since she was herself such a shin
ing example as a convert. She should be 
an inspiration to those who have difliculty 
in seeing the Light of the true Faith. 

With the blessings of Archbishop 
Carinci and Monsignor Natucci, at the 
end of our generously long interview 
with the latter, we left the Sacred Con
gregation of Rites, possessed of a greater 
knowledge of the Process of Canoniza
tion and animated with a stronger urge 
to do everything possible for the pro
motion of Mother Seton's Cause, to the 
end that all of us in the Cincinnati 
branch of the Sisters of Charity may our
selves become more active Crusaders for 
the fulfillment of that Cause, and daily 
do our utmost to inspire others in the 
Mother Seton Guild with that same high 
resolve. 

ACTIVITIES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

for Elizabeth and her sister-in-law Re
becca the name "Protestant Sisters of 
Charity." 

"To secure the blessings of liberty for 
ourselves and our posterity,'' Elizabeth 
moved from the domestic to the national 
scene. This was depicted by the move 
from Baltimore to Emmitsburg and the 
fulfillment of Elizabeth's desire to open 
a free Catholic school-the first of its 
kind, and the beginning of rhe Catholic 
school system in the United States. 

The presentation closed with a tableau 
showing Mother Seton, flanked on either 
side by the other members of the cast, 
standing before the American flag. 

This trend away from the simple repe
tition of facts and toward spiritual per
ception is heartening, for if Mother Se
ton's influence upon our children is to be 
lasting, its roots must penetrate deep 
into their hearts and souls. 

l 
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FAVORS 
(Continued from Page 4) 

the word "miracle" in regard to the cure, 
but Mrs. Reddett has not yet secured a 
statement from them. 

b. Edward Jenkins, of 8344 Fort Inde
pendence Street, New York City, a 
seven-year-old pupil of Visitation School 
where our Sisters teach, was afH.icted with 
what the doctors declared to be a brain 
rumor. On June 16, 1949, he was brought 
to the Babies' Hospital where Dr. Mason 
gave the diagnosis above referred to. A 
fervent novena offered through Mother 
Seton was begun by the Sisters and the 
relatives of the child, and the relic was 
applied. In three days a marked improve
ment was noticed. The b was then 
taken to the Neurological Institute in 
Medical Center where Dr. Cassamajor 
and Dr. Meister took the case. In view 
of the improvement that had been no
ticed a new diagnosis was given. The dis
ease was said to be encephalitis of the 
cerebellum. Many tests were applied bur 
no medication was given. Edward was 
able to leave the hospital in two weeks. 
He has returned to school and is follow
ing the day's routine in a perfectly 
normal way. The doctors refer to him 
as a wonder boy. 

c. Last November Mr. Peter Coursen 
of Mount Kisco, N. Y., was stricken 
with a severe heart attack. His condi
tion became gradually worse and his 
case was considered beyond human aid. 
Our Sisters who are stationed in the 
parish where this gentleman lives made 
a novena through the intercession of 
Mother Seton. The relic was applied. 
Just when the case seemed hopeless, Mr. 
Coursen's condition improved mirac
ulously. From that time on his recovery 
progressed so that now he seems to be 
in excellent health. 

d. Mother Seton's intercession is 
credited with the return to the Faith of 
a doctor in one of our hospitals. He was 
baptized a Catholic but never practiced 
his religion, not having been in a church 
since his early childhood. He married a 
non-Catholic outside the Church and was 
completely estranged from the Faith. Re
cently he became afllicted with cancer of 
the throat. The Sisters realizing that 
his end is approaching began a fervent 
novena through Mother Seton's interces
sion for his return to the Church. This 
request was answered in a marvelous 
manner. He has made his peace with 
God, the marriage has been rectified, his 
children have been baptized, and his wife 
has signified her desire to receive in
structions. 


