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S IMON BRUTE sat musing at his small desk in a little 
corner room of the mountain Seminary. His eyes, blue as 
the sky of his native Brittany, were brighter than usual

perhaps with tears. The white-haired priest was leafing through 
a great mass of papers and letters, some of which were yellow 
as old ivory, others as faded as pressed B.owers. They were, in
deed, flowers of the past-fragments of the years when Elizabeth 
Seton had walked the 
earth. 

It was the venerable 
confessor of St. Joseph's 
who had advised the 
Community shortly after 
their Superior's death to 
"Preserve all carefully 
and gather up the frag
ments lest any be lost, 
for someday how precious 
they will be!" Thus did 
this strange, holy priest 
presage how the world 
would come to revere the 
memory of the first 
American Sister of Char
ity. 

The Sisters had an im
mense respect for the 
opinion of Mr. Brute, so 
they not only collected 
all the papers of Mother 
Seton but they placed 
them in a trunk and sent 
them over to the Semi
nary where the saintly 
scholar could examine 

~~ - - ....ua..m.-ru"•msel.-f. ---- _..:..;;===':l~~.::;;.::.;; 
What illustrious signa

tures w e r e discovered 
among the correspond
ence . . . Carroll . . . 
Cheverus . . . DuBourg! 
H o w inextricable h a d 
Elizabeth and her Com-

in the Valley had many conversations with her confessor, chiefly 
concerning spiritual matters, sa that Simon had great difficulty 
in recalling cer:ain facts of her life after she had died. But 
there were fl.ashes of memory during which the French priest 
would quickly jot down some date or event in his precise, small 
hand, for he realized how valuable this information would be 
some day to the friends of the holy Foundress. Sometimes the 

artist in him would pro
duce a pen and ink 
sketch, throwing some 
light on the personalit}' 
and appearance of Moth
er Seton as he remem-
bered her. 

The theologian felt a 
certain holiness in re
membering this valiant 
Sister who was now in 
Eternity. He prayed 
much for her - but 
mostly to her. Simon did 
not lessen his activities a: 
St. Joseph's because she 
was dead; in fact, he be
came more loyal in his 
devotion to the Convent 
-if that were possible. 

The Retreat for the 
First Communion class, 
which had been sus
pended by the Superior's 
death on J a n u a r y 4 
( 1821) , was resumed by 
Mr. Brute on January 
10. The gentle Retreat
Master told the iitrl 
girls m a n y wonderful 
stories about God and 
the Church. Then he 
asked them to pray for 
Mother Seton who had 
been dead for a week. 

" .. . indeed pray, my 
munity become a part of 
the birth of Catholicism 
in the New World! The 
name Filicchi fell before 

sometimes the artist m him would 
produce a pen and ink sketch . . ." 

children; betray not your 
truest duty! . . . who 
knows the holiness of 
God, His judgment and 

Simon's eyes more than once-the family in Italy who had be
friended her for so many years. Here were some lines hastily 
dashed off by Simon, himself. He noted many short phrases in 
his notes like "God is All" and " .. -. Life a moment, yet how 
long!" and then, a hundred times the word "Eternity." Ah, 
Simon recalled how Mother liked that word. 

Elizabeth had told him Little about her Life before coming to 
Maryland, not caring to speak much of the past. The Superior 

the unspeakable sanctity of the heavenly places? . .. pray, my 
children, ever pray for a departed Mother! . . . " 

The First Communicants desired Mother Seton's prayers and 
blessings, also, especially on that day when they would receive 
Our Lord for the first time. In the chill winter twilight they 
knelt beside the frozen mound that marked her grave and 
prayed until the stars came out above the western mountain. The 
woodland cemetery was cold, so they (Continued on Page 3) 



PAGE Two 

.fflotbtr gs,tton ~uilb 
Emmitsburg, Md. 

REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

V . Po,tulalor for the Cause of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, as 
the Apostolic Postulation for the Cause of 
Canonization of Mocher Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of Charity 
in America, is part of the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites in Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organization 
established in 1939, with the aoproval of 
the Holy See, to promote tbe Canonization 
of Mother Seton in every way possible, by 
means of literatuce, religious articles, etc. 

The Bulletin i, isrned quarterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the 
privilege of receiving copies 

of the Bulletin gcatis. 

Address all communications to 

Central Office of the 
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Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsbucg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity: 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary Sc. Louis 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson . N . Y. 
Mc. St. Vincent Halifax 
Mc. St. Joseph-on-the-Ohio . Cincinnati 
Convent Station 
Seton Hill 

N. J. 
Greensbucg 

The expenses involved in the Cause are 
met by the donations of the clients of 
Mother Seton, and by the membership 
subscriptions to the Guild. 

Yearly Subscription __ $ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership _ $10.00 

Deceased may be enrolled 
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A Centenary P:irog:iram of G:irafituJe 

1850=1950 

A SOLEMN triduum commemorat
ing the centenary of the affiliation 
of the Sisters of Charity of Saint 

Joseph's, Emmitsburg, Maryland, with 
the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vin
cent de Paul in France was held at Em
mitsburg, September 27, 28 and 29, 1950. 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Pat
rick A. O 'Boyle, D.D., Archbishop of 
Washington, pontificated at the Solemn 
Mass of Thanksgiving on the opening 
day, with the Sulpicians of Baltimore, the 
first directors of Mother Seton's Com
mU11ity, in charge of all ceremonies and 
music. -The Very Reverend Lloyd P . 
McDonald, S.S., of Saint Mary's Sem
inary, Baltimore, delivered an impressive 
address on Mother Seton. At 12: 30 the 
guests attended the centenary luncheon 
in Dubois Hall. At 2:00 P.M. the un
veiling of the statue of Mother Elizabeth 
Ann Seton took place. 

After the singing of Jerusalem by the 
students of Saint Joseph College, His Ex
cellency, the Most Reverend John M. 
McNamara, 0.0., Auxiliary Bishop of 
Washington and Moderator of the Con
ference of Mother Seton's Daughters, 
gave an inspiring address emphasizing 
d1e ideals and virtues of the American 
Foundress of the Sisters of Charity. Miss 
Francesca Senese Santoponte of Leghorn, 
Italy, a direct descendant of the Filicchi 
family of Mother Seton's day and a stu
dent of Saint Joseph College, U11veiled 
the statue and presented a wreath in the 
name of the president, faculty and stu
dents of Saint Joseph College. This cere
mony was followed by the centenary 
pageant, "Caritas Christi," written by 
Miss Jeanne-Preston Smith, a graduate 
of d1e College and presented by the stu
dents of Saint Joseph College and MoU11t 
Saint Mary's College, Emmitsburg. At 
4:00 P.M. d1e guests visited the shrines 
sacred to Mother Seton. 

On September 28, His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Richard J . Cushing, 
D.D., LL.D., Archbishop of Boston, 
pontificated at the Solemn Mass of 
Thanksgiving wid1 the faculty and sem
inarians of Mount Saint Mary's College, 
Emmitsburg, in charge of ceremonies and 
music. Very Reverend Joseph P. O 'Don
nell, S.S.L., Rector of Mount Saint 
Mary's Seminary, delivered a scholarly 
sermon. The close bond of union between 
the Mount and the Valley, evident dur
ing the past century was strengthened, if 
such were possible, on chis second day of 
the criduum. Following d1e centenary 

luncheon in Dubois Hall, the same pag
eant was presented for the guests of the 
day, followed by a visit co the shrines 
of Mother Seton. 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, D.D., Arch
bishop of Laodicea and Apostolic Del
egate to the United Scates, pontificated 
at the Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving on 
September 29, the closing day, while the 
Vincentian Fathers and d1e Seminarians 
of Mary Immaculate Seminary, North
ampcon, Pennsylvania, were in charge of 
ceremonies and music. The Ver Rev-
eren o 111 ynn, ., resi ent o 
Saint John's University, Brooklyn, New 
York, delivered an eloquent address. 
There was a centenary pageant and visits 
to the shrines following the centenary 
luncheon. His Excellency, Archbishop 
Cicognani on this day gave the Apostolic 
Blessing. 

Among the guests of honor for the 
triduum were the Very Reverend Wil
liam M. Slattery, C.M., Superior General 
of the Priests of the Congregation of the 
Mission and of the Daughters of Charity 
of Saint Vincent de Paul; Most Honored 
Mod1er Blanchot, Superioress of the 
Company of the Daughters of Charity 
who is making a cour of d1e Emmitsburg 
and Saint Louis Provinces; Very Rev
erend James W. Stakelum, V.C.M., Vis
itor of the Western Province; Very Rev
erend John J . Cronin, C.M., Director of 
the Sisters in the Saint Louis Province, 
and Very Reverend Daniel M. Leary, 
V.C.M., Visitor of the Eastern Province 
from Saint Vincent's Seminary, Philadel
phia. 

The Superiors or their representatives 
with companions from each of the O rder~ 
established by Mocher Seton were also 
guests for the triduum: Sister Mary, As
sistant, representing Mother Mary Berch
mans of Mount Saint Vincent-on-Hud
son, who is making a H oly Year Pil
grimage accompanied by Sister M. 
Clothilde; Sister Romana, representing 
Mother Mary Zoe of Mount Saint 
Joseph-on-the-Ohio with Sister Mary 
Corona; Very Reverend Mother Stella 
Maria and Mother Mary Evaristus of 
MoU11t Saint Vincent, Halifax; Mother 
M. Benita of Saine Elizabeth's, Convent 
Station, accompanied by Sister Ellen 
Marie and Mother Maria Benedict of 
Seton Hill, Greensburg, with Sister 
Irenaeus of Providence Hospital, Beaver 
Falls, Pennsylvania, and Sister Caroline, 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
hurried back to the Convent, quite sure 
that Mother Seton had heard their 
prayers-for Mr. Brute had said she 
would. 

Simon, above all others, knew how 
great was Elizabeth's faith in the Real 
Presence, for he wrote on May 21, 1821: 

"My Mother, 0 My Mother! What 
remembrance this evening of your ferven t 
c:,mmunion ... why did I check your 
soSs, tears, almost cries, your whole 
countenance so inflamed . . . oh why! I 
almost reproach it to my soul this eve
ning ... why not transported when such 
is our faith . . . our Jesus present & re
cc·,·ed! ... My God I 
again shed tears near 
Charles lee looking from 
the hill across the mead
ows, one mile towards 
that little wood, today 
19 May, 1821. ... I 
shed tears & here thev 
flow this evemng 10 
o'clock ... and alas! I 
would be as if ashamed 
they were known, when 
so sacred & so pure, the 
fountain, my Lord: be-
cause as Mother sought 
for priest such as she 
t!10ught they should be 
... I, I sought & I have 
seen and see no more the 
heart of a faithful such 
as all should be who be
lieve Thy Real Pres-
ence! " 

Several years passed 
and soon it was 1824-a 
year chat took Simon t ::> 
France. His mother had .,,.. / 
died three years before 
and there were business 
affairs to be settled. He 

I, .,_ _I 
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had also been delegated to visit the Sul
pician authorities in Paris to discuss the 
affairs of Mount Saint Mary's. 

A life of such continued excirmem 
was soon to weaken the health of this 
chin, nervous man. Archbishop Marechal 
warned Mr. DuBois to take better care 
of Mr. Brute, but the President of Mount 
Saint Mary's responded in all frank
ness: 

"You tell me to take care of him,
he is not a man to allow himself to be 
taken care of--'He is restless, and lets 
no one else rest." 

One of his favorite occupations was 
letter-writing. Mr. Brute was considered 
important as a writer of letters rather 
than 11,s an author. The learned rofessor 
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was seldom seen in public but his prolific 
correspondence gained him a host of 
friends in America and Europe. From his 
seclusion in the mountain Seminary, 
Simon was able to guide the fledging 
steps of the Church in the United States. 
He had a wisdom that was all his own 
and he was believed to be the most 
learned man in America in his day. Be
sides, he had the best library on this side 
of the Atlantic. Many priests and bishops 
respected his opinion as a cultured and 
saintly person. 

By 1830 there were seventy-five Sisters 
and Novices ar St. Joseph's. Besides the 
Convent in Emmitsburg, eighteen other 
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Houses had been established. Mr. Brute 
was delighted with the progress made by 
Mother Seton's Spiritual Daughters since 
her death in 1821. Every day Simon went 
over to the Valley to say Mass and the 
people of the countryside became familiar 
with the sight of the lean Frenchman 
on horseback. In the winter when the 
horse could not travel through the snow 
-Simon walked. It is legendary that he 
waded through eighteen inches of snow 
one year on the Feast of St. Paul in order 
to say Mass for the Sisters. 

Two years later, in 1832, America was 
ravaged with cholera. Baltimore suffered, 
especially, and the mountain priest left 
his '"'little corner room" to aid the stricken 
people in that city. That SimQn had hi.: 

-
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hands full, one can guess, from the fol
lowing remarks made in a letter to a 
friend: "The cholera made poor sinners 
run to confession like a jubilee time." 

This was also the memorable year in 
which Simon received the first intimation 
that he was to be separated from Mount 
St. Mary's. His name had been presented 
in Rome to fill the See of Vincennes. 
Quickly he wrote to Bishop Rosati, ad
vancing numerous reasons in his opinion 
why he should not be considered for the 
position. In the letter he mentions his 
ill health ... age ... melancholy tem
perament . . . love of seclusion ... lack 
of administrative ability ... poverty ... 

/ 

manner of s p e a k i n g 
which he called "Dutch 
or French-English." 

"I am always," he de
clared, "with my books 
in my corner in the third 
story, or at the Sisters'." 

It was at the Second 
Provincial C o u n c i I of 
Baltimore which was held 
in 1833 that the question 
of the great Northwest 
Territory was discussed. 
The Fathers of the Coun
cil requested the Sov
ereign Pontiff, Gregory 
XVI, to erect the State 
of Indiana and part of 
Illinois into a new bish
opric with the diocesan 
seat at Vincennes, In
diana, and to appoint the 
Reverend Dr. Brute de 
Remur the first bishop. 

And so the Bulls of 
Simon Brute's appoint
ment arrived from Rome 
in Julx 1834. SimJtly the 
shy clergyman accepted 
the will of God, said 

goodbye to everyone on the mountain 
and in the valley, and left for the West 
on September 15, 1834. The humble 
mystic was never again to return to Mt. 
St. Mary's as a member of its faculty. 

Traveling through Cincinnati and 
Bardstown, the Bishop-elect came, at last, 
to Vincennes. There were grand cere
monies arranged for him bur the Cath
edral of St. Francis Xavier turned out to 
be a very small church, unheated and un
plastered, with burlap-covered windows. 
The Episcopal Palace was a two-room 
shack with a bed in one room for the 
Bishop, and Mr. Ratigan, an Irish sem
inarian, who had come from St. Louis, 
slept on a pallet on the floor in the other 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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room. 

But there were other compensations. 
The town, itself, was picturesquely placed 
high above the Wabash and Simon 
watched d1e river as it worked its way 
slowly through the Autumn-bright for
ests. Indeed, it was wild enough for his 
missionary-heart. Gone were his dreams 
of far-off fields ... India ... China ... 
Australia. . . . A new vision presented 
itself to d1e Shepherd of Vincennes in 
d1is sylvan wilderness. Some words were 
haunting him, some wise words of Eliza
beth Seton, almost a prophecy. She had 
said that God would "open an evident 
door" for him if his destiny lay in d1e 
mission-fields. How much he had puzzled 
this lovely Sister of Charity wid1 his un
accountable restlessness ... he hoped she 
was praying for him now as he com
menced this gigantic task of founding a 
new diocese. 

On October 28, 1834, Simon Gabriel 
Brute de Remur was consecrated a Bishop 
in the Cathedral of St. Louis. And not 
much later the dignified prelate found 
himself riding horseback again-much 
like the days at Emmitsburg when he 
had been merely a teacher at the College. 

A leaf from the Bishop's diary dis
closes the following picture of his life 
during those early days in Vincennes: 

"January 183 5-This morning, Mass, 
one baptism, one marriage, then some 
confessions. I shall remain here until 
Sunday. Then Mass in the log house of 
a poor widow Languedo. They place the 
best they have on the altar, and with a 
good intention; two small frames un
suitable on an altar, though indifferen t 
elsewhere; my two ends of candles, used 
for the first time; they will do for to
morrow, for here they make use of black 
lumps of lard; so unsightly, and unfit to 
place on an altar. The loom on one side, 
the cask and pot of soap to be made on 
the other." 

Another picture presents itself in this 
letter dated May 1835 in which he wrote 
to Mother Rose, the new Superior of St. 
Joseph's: "Every other night and al
most every meal at a new place, besides 
the feedings of faithful animals. This 
has been quite a new life for me since 
d1e days of the library, the class, and 
your confession room; but do pray d1at 
such poor little beginnings, and scatter
ings of seeds to d1e winds, may have in 
time their blessing .... " 

Often Bishop Brute would return from 
these lengthy trips where he visited the 
far-reaches of his diocese without a coat 
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or shirt. He had met some poor person 
who needed it more than he did-so 
Simon believed. Most of the homes he 
visited were log cabins. Frequently i: 
would be the shelter of s::ime poor negro 
family from Maryland or Kentucky liv
ing in a remote corner of the dense forest 
who would be fortunate enough to re
ceive his apostolic ministrations. 

In the diocese of Vincennes, d1ere were 
French, Irish, German and Indian settle
ments-hundreds of miles from one an
other. So Simon spent much of his time 
on the road. "I remount my horse and 
trot," he declared, "the rain driving in 
my face and cold as January. It is the 
old story for me, when I came to the 
Mountain in 1811, and the daily bread 
of missionaries." 

Priests were needed for the new di
ocese, so the Bishop decided to go to 
France where he felt certain of some 
recruits. He sailed from New York on 
August 8, 1835, arriving in Havre on 
September 5. The former Breton was in 
Rennes, his native French city, by October 
2, where he had the happiness of visiting 
his brother, Augustine, and his sister-in
law, Camille. Then came Paris and Rome. 
In the Eternal City Pope Gregory XVI 
blessed him and gave him funds for 
Vincennes. After chis came Vienna, 
where the American Bishop was pre
sented to d1e Empress of Austria and 
Prince Metternich, who were keenly inter
ested in the tales of life in the American 
missions and heaped many favors upon 
him. But the shy Bishop fled the Haps
burg Court as soon as politeness made it 
possible. When his ship sailed for Amer
ica, d1ere were over twenty missionaries 
on board. 

It was December 11, 1837, the day on 
which Sister Benedicta and Sister Mar
garet left the Valley for Vincennes. 
Simon had written to Mother Rose and 
begged her to send him some Sisters from 
St. Joseph's to help set up a good Acad
emy for girls. So kind Mother Rose 
gathered toged1er wraps, shawls and 
warm socks for the traveling Sisters who 
were to make this long trip in d1e middle 
of winter. As it turned out, they were 
two weeks on their way. They passed 
over the Alleghanies by stage-coach and 
when they reached Cincinnati where St. 
Joseph's already had founded an estab
lishment they discovered a letter from 
Bishop Bruce. H e had not been well and 
his physician had ordered him to go south 
for the winter. In the letter, he welcomed 
the Sisters to his diocese, and announced 
that his Vicar General, the Rev. Mr. de la 

OCTOBER, 1950 

Hailandiere, would take care of them 
during his absence in New Orleans. 

The Sisters continued cheir trip down 
d1e Ohio River by steam-boat. To their 
great surprise, in Evansville they met 
Bishop Brute; who was d1en on his way 
to New Orleans. He informed the Sisters 
char d1ey would open the school upon his 
return in the spring. 

A couple of days later the weary 
travelers reached their wild western mis
sion, hungry, cold, but in high spirits. 
They were immediately taken to the 
house which had been prepared for them. 

Simon bought a lot on which were four 
buildings-all in bad condition, but the 
Sisters were courageous. They had the 
houses whi~e-washed, did most of the 
painting themselves, had the ground 
landscaped and planml seed in ®'"""'rr----=== =::;:.. 
den. Permission was asked and obtained 
from their Superiors at Sc. Joseph's to 
teach the same branches of education 
being taught in Emmitsburg. 

The school grew and prospered, but 
Sister Benedicta was in need of some 
help. On May l, 1838, Bishop Brute 
wrote a touching letter to Mother Rose: 
" But, 0 Mother Rose, forget not-nor 
Sally-the Stone-House, and see whether 
Mother Seton could have then suspected 
what was destined through fidelity and 
generosity, to her liule crew also, from 
Boston to New Orleans, and Albany and 
Utica, to St. Louis, and now Vincennes, 
I hope. She died,-we will die, even 
Father Hickey so much the younger, but 
the great things will go on, and grow 
grea~er, even in proportion as hell, and 
its unhappy ministers will stir in opposi
tion .... Do send us now as soon as you 
can, the help chat Sister Benedicta wants 
so much." 

Again, he wrote to Mother Rose on 
May 28 of the same year to "send some 
help to our two Sisters. Truly, they have 
coo much to do; . . . " and in the same 
letter, he goes on co say, " As for the ar
rangements of the school, I leave all, 
of course, to Sister who knows so much 
better than myself, and has been at it as 
long at I myself was only at my books 
and our seminarians,-two words that 
could make the heart jump against the 
ribs, 'books' and 'seminarians'! But I 
teach the heart better, and to behave 
even as an Episcopal heart spread now 
over hills, and dales, prairies, and rivers, 
-at least, in continual solicitude where 
so soon health has been left behind in 
the race. However, I think it returns, 
and I must resume traveling." 

In April 1837, Bishop Brute attended 
d1e Third Provincial Council in Balti
more at which time he proposed a Metro
politan See for the West. During d1is 
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trip he had the happiness of visiting 
Emmitsburg once more. 

Time was growing short for Simon and 
he knew it ... physician that he was. 
A consumption of the lungs had been 
burning in him for a long time. That he 
needed help was beyond debate. He had 
asked Archbishop Eccleston of Baltimore 
for a coadjutor-and later on had writ
ten to Rome directly. Constant exposure 
to all kinds of weather and lack of 
suflicient rest were threatening the Bishop 
with a serious relapse. 

The Baltimore Archbishop received 
the following note from Simon in July 
1838: "One does his best but health 
suffers-there is the continual changing 
of beds; from bad to worse is the only 
alternative. Bishop Flager gave me but 
five years to live and I am now finish
ing the fifth-Please think of my coadju-
tor." 

This message of resignation written by 
Simon on May 29, 1839, which was 
striking in its simplicity, reached his 
brother, Augustine, in France: "My 
health is failing fast. My days are 
vanishing, but every day my heart ex
periences greater joy at the unremitting 
progress of the Church. Although I 
should like to remain a little longer I 
am resigned to the Master's Will." 

It was all too true-Simon Brute was 
going to die. On Friday, June 21, 1839, 
the holy Bishop received all the rites of 
the Church. There followed a brief pe
riod of improvement, then he grew 
weaker. 

On Tuesday, June 25, the eve of his 
death, he called in Mr. Vabret and told 
him: "Oh my dear child, I have the 
whole day yet to stay with you, tomorrow 
with God in heaven." 

To another friend, Simon quietly an
nounced: "I am going home." 

The dying Bishop sat nearly all day 
_in his chair. He even wrote a letter to 

some ladies of Vincennes, imploring 
them to return to their Faith-his last 
letter. 

Not long after midnigl:u, while the 
priests were praying by his bedside, he 
closed his eyes. The Bishop of Vincennes 
was dead! 

In the Old Cathedral Register the fol
lowing notice of his death appeared: 
"Simon Gabriel Brute, the first Bishop 
of Vincennes, Indiana, born at Rennes 
in France, died on the 26th of June, 
1839, at half past one in the morning. 
He was buried on the 28th, with as much 
pomp as we could . Most all the popula
tion attended. Much regretted by every 
one, even Protestants. High Mass and 
sermon by S. Petit Lalumiere, Vicar Gen
eral. Consecrated Bishop on 28th Oc
tober, 1834." 
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Simon was laid to rest in the Cathedral 
of St. Francis Xavier, Vincennes, be
neath the lovely statue of the Blessed 
Virgin-the one which had been brought 
from his native France. Here sleeps the 
gallant gentleman who was half-mis
sionary, half-mystic, whose life had been 
so interwoven with love of his Creator 
that he had cried our: "God, God, God, 
all the day long!" 

And to think, they had called him 
melancholy, the priest who had told 
Elizabeth Seton: "All is happiness for 
me this morning since my awakening, 
each breathing, each step." 

THE END 
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Soul of Jesus sanctify me 
Blood of Jesus wash me 
Passion of Jesus comfort me 
Wounds of Jesus hide me 
Heart of Jesus receive me 
Spirit of Jesus enliven me 
Goodness of Jesus pardon me 
Beauty of Jesus draw me 
Humility of Jesus humble me 
Peace of Jesus pacify me 
Love of Jesus inflame me 
Kingdom of Jesus come to me 
Grace of Jesus replenish me 
Mercy of Jesus pity me 
Sanctity of Jesus sanctify me 
Purity of Jesus purify me 
Cross of Jesus support me 
Nails of Jesus hold me 
Mouth of Jesus bless me 
In life, in death, in time, in eternity, 
In the hour of Death defend me, call me 
To come to Thee 
Receive me with Thy Saints in glory 

everlasting. 
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:Program of Gratitude, 
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Visitatrix of the Saint Louis Province, 
with Sister Celine as companion. 

To all who participated in the triduum, 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, sent His 
Apostolic Blessing which, elegantly 
framed, was in a prominent place in the 
main entrance. 

On Saturday, September 30, Most 
Honored Mother Blanchot, Sister Isabel, 
Visitatrix, and the Superiors and com
panions of the Orders established by 
Mother Seton, left Emmitsburg for Se
ton Hill, Greensburg, to attend the 
Seventh Conference of Mother Seton's 
Daughters over which His Excellency, 
Most Reverend John M. McNamara, 
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, 
presided as Moderator. 
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MOTHER SETON FILM 
The first audio-visual presentation of 

the life of Mother Seton is now ready 
for release to schools, parish groups, re
ligious houses, and individuals with a spe
cial interest in Mother Seton. Through 
the medium of a richly colored filmstrip 
synchronized to three twelve-inch drama
tized recordings, the Life, works, and vir
tues of Mother Seton are brought to life 
with fidelity and timely meaning for our 
modem world. 

This new tribute to Mother Seton was 
sponsored by the Mother Seton Guild 
and was carefully supervised by Reverend 
Salvator M. Burgio, C.M. Eight months 
of labor were expended by Catholic Vis
ual Education, Inc. The script was writ
ten by Don Sharkey, author of WHITE 
SMOKE OVER THE VATICAN, and 
the narration is by the well-known radio 
and television actor, Ed Begley. One 
hundred and twenty-one original art 
frames were prepared by the art staff of 
Catholic Visual Education, and all per
sons and places in the Life of Mother 
Seton were depicted authentically. 

Beginning with her marriage to Wil
liam Seton, the new audio-visual set por
trays Elizabeth Bayley's early married 
life, her husband's death in Italy, her 
conversion to Catholicism, her founding 
of the Sisters of Charity, and the tre
mendous growth and accomplishments 
of her spiritual daughters in the United 
States. The important incidents in her 
life are dramatized on the recordings, 
with experienced actors portraying the 
key roles. An originally-scored musical 
background accompanies the dramatiza
tion. 

The filmstrip was previewed on Octo
ber 2 at Seton Hill College in Greens
burg, Pa., on the occasion of the Seventh 
Conference. The Mothers General and 
all th isters and students present- were 
grateful with the excellence of this su
perb production. 

For information one may write either 
to Catholic Visual Education, 15 Barclay 
St., New York, N. Y., or to the Mother 
Seton Guild, Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

"The silence of death will tell us so 
plainly that our life is but a vapor, the 
world a passing scene, its dearest hopes 
illusive; that God and eternity are our 
all and all forever."-MoTHER SETON. 

"Be attentive to the voice of Grace. 
Dwell in prayer on the best thoughts of 
the moment- Love to soar above in your 
good time of prayer."-MoTHER SETON. 
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G LOWING tributes to Mother Se
ton and reports of the progress 
being made in promoting the 

Cause of her Canonization highlighted 
the Seventh Conference of the Sisters of 
Charity, Greensburg, Pa., on Sunday and 
Monday, October 1 and 2. The Con
ference was attended by delegates from 
the Mother Seton Foundations at Saint 
Joseph Central House, Emmitsburg, Md., 
and its western province, Marillac Sem
inary, Normandy, Mo.; from Mount 
Saint Vincent-on-the-Hudson, New 
York; from Mount St. Joseph-on-the
Ohio, Gncinnati, Ohio; from Mount 
Saint Vincent, Halifax, N. S., and from 

_ _E:e Co1.1vent of _Saint Elizabeth, Con
vent Station, N. J. 

The special guest on the opening day 
was the Most Honored Mother Marie 
Antoinette Blanchot, of Paris. She is the 
Superior General of the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, with 
which the Emmitsburg and Missouri 
communities are affiliated. 

The Conference opened with the 
solemni:y of Pontifical Mass, celebrated 
by the Most Rev. John F. Dearden. The 
Rev. Richard Mullane, rector of St. Pat
rick's Church, Johnstown, Pa., was arch
priest; the Rev. Edward Wenstrup, 
O.S.B., of St. Vincent's College, was 
deacon, and the Rev. Alphonse G. Mihm, 
rector of Immaculate Concepcion Church, 
Irwin, Pa., was subdeacon. The Rev. 
Charles Kopecky, assistant chancellor of 
the diocese of Pittsburgh, was master of 
ceremomes. 

His Excellency, the Most Rev. John 
J. McNamara, auxiliary bishop of Wash
ington, D. C., was attended by the Rev. 
William Ryan, president of Seton Hill 
College, and the Rev. Edward Phillips, 
cf Washington, D. C., as chaplains. Also 
present in the sanctuary was the Right 
Rev. Alfred E. Koch, O.S.B., of St. 
Vincent Archabbey, with the Rev. Ed
mund Cuneo, O.S.B., dean of St. Vin
cent's College, as his chaplain. Among 
the local clergy who attended were the 
Rev. Nicola Albanese, rector of Our 
Lady of Grace Church, South Greens
burg, and the Rev. Gregory McAtee, 
O.S.B., rector of Most Holy Sacrament 
Church, Greensburg. 

The Right Rev. Monsignor Paul J. 
Glenn, S.T.D., rector of the Seminary 
of St. Charles Borromeo, Columbus, 
Ohio, delivered the sermon. In an outline 
history of the life of Mother Seton, he 
stressed her outstanding virtues of faith 
and humility, and emphasized her com
plete trust in the providence of God. 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

Under the direction of Sister Ann 
Regina Sweeney, with Sister Frances 
Clare Evans at the organ, a special Sis
ters' choir sang the music of the Mass, 
the 18th Sunday after Pentecost, in 
Gregorian Plain Chant for solemn oc
casions. A three-part motet, " A Bone 
Jesu," by Piel, was sung at the Offertory. 

Father Ryan, who presided at the din
ner in the college dining room, said: 
"Here in this hall are gathered the hon
ored representatives of seven communi
ties, all of which claim Mother Seton as 
their founder and their mother-com
munities which stand like the seven lamps 
in the sacred candlestick burning before 
the Lord, and the candlestick is charity." 

"This common cause that brings you 
together," said Bishop Deardon, the first 
speaker, "is a cause that cannot fail 
to stir the hearts of all of us. We recog
nize that this work will not be accom
plished by our plans or our efforts alone. 
Sainthood initially is made possible 
through abundant graces given by God 
to a generous soul, and we stand back 
in admiration of what this one generous 
wholehearted individual has done for love 
of God. We in admiration and in humble 
imitation can raise our hearts and our 
prayers to Almighty God, asking Him 
if it be His Will that we might be 
privileged to pay to Mother Seton the 
honors of the altar." 

Bishop McNamara, who has served as 
moderator of the seven conferences since 
1947 at the request of Archbishop Amleto 
Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the 
United States, talked at length on Moth
er Seton's virtues. 

"It is now close to 130 years," he said, 
"since Elizabeth Seton was laid to rest 
in the shadows of the Blue Ridge Moun
tains, but from -whose lips, if not from 
hers, do we hear the words of the Psalm
ist as we stand at her humble grave: 'I 
shall not die, but I shall live and declare 
the works of the Lord.' But what of the 
thousands of people who in her day 
sought favor in the public eye? With few 
exceptions they are as forgotten as 
though they had never been born. But 
here is a woman who chose to be for
gotten by all but God and whose name, 
despite the passing of the years, is re
membered and revered throughout 
America and a great part of the world . 
Why? Because in the character of her 
thoughts, in the ardor of her love, and 
in the splendor of her sacrifice, she re
veals her likeness to Him whose d10ughts 
were always of souls, immortal souls." 

The Rev. Salvator M. Burgio, C.M., 

OCTOBER, 1950 

vice postulator of the Cause of Mother 
Seton, ended the speechmaking with a 
detailed report of the progress which has 
been made, explaining that the latest 
phase to be closely studied in Rome was 
the tide of 'founder' as applied to Mother 
Seton. He stated that this study is now 
nearly complete. He closed with a fervent 
expression of the hope that, in the 
providence of God, Mother Seton may 
soon receive the title of Venerable. 

"Whom the Lord Loveth," a dra
matized biography of Mother Seton by 
Sister Cecilia Ward of the Seton Hill 
Community, was presented in Cecilian 
Hall following the dinner. The three-act 
play is dedicated co-all the .<\meric-a.n----
Sisters of Charity in these words: 

"To you, the American Sisters of 
Charity, daughters of_ Mother Seton, this 
story of her life is affectionately inscribed, 
in the spirit of humility and simplicity 
of which she is so exquisite a model. 
'Whom the Lord Loveth' is only a per
sonal biography of Elizabeth Seton; it 
makes no attempt to show her work. That 
has been done beyond the power of words 
by your lives and the lives of thousands 
of your sisters, who, following her ex
ample, have for a century and a half 
spread abroad in her beloved country 
rhe good odor of Christ." 

Sister Cecilia directed the production 
of the play. The cast of 31 was made 
up of men and women, with a few chil
dren in minor roles, from Pittsburgh. 
Most of the players had been taught by 
the Seton Hill Sisters. The tide role was 
played by Margaret Bradley, Seton Hill 
graduate of 1949. 

The first day of the Conference came 
to an impressive close with Solemn Bene
diction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in the college chapel. 

Morning and afternoon meetings on 
the second day were attended on 
the official dele at · c amara 
and Father Burgio. They discussed the 
furtherance of d1e Cause of Mother Se-
ton, largely through prayer, good works 
and personal sacrifice. 

The Conference ended officially on 
Monday evening with d1e premiere of 
the film, "Mother Seton," a half-hour 
screen history, with voice-recording. It 
was produced by the Catholic Visual 
Education Association of New York, 
under the sponsorship of rhe Mother 
Seton Guild. 

Father Burgio followed the film with 
an address to the college students, urging 
a participation in the work for Mother 
Seton's Canonization. 


