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On tJh.e D~Jmge:irs ({))f C:ireJui({))usness 
BY MONSIGNOR ALFREDO OTT A VIANI . 

The following duthoritative, scholarly drticle by His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Alfredo 0ttaviani, Assessor of the Supreme Congregd
tion of the Holy Office, is brought to the redders of the MoTHER SETON 

Gu1Lo BULLETIN in its entirety. There dre severdl reasons for this. 
At this tim,, when dll of us deyoted to the Cduse of the Cdnoniza

t.um of M other Seton are pr'D!!.!llLfor e11idence of mirdcles f2._er f.9 rmed 
through her intercession, it is imptratiYe that wt should know the mind 
.of the Church regttrding mirdcles. Monsignor 0ttdviani's words form 
a highly important contribution to our knowledge of this subiect. 

The present complete publicd
Jion here will ser11e dS d cledrer 
record than the partial form in 

-which it appeared in the worldwide 
publicity dccorded to it. 

It hds d specittl int,rest for mem
bers of the Guild, for Monsignor 
Ott4'llidni hds dlwdys tdken d keen 
jnterest in the Cduse of Mother 
Seton. He spoke about the Cduse 
j n dn audience with His Holiness, 
who expressed drdent de11otion to 
Mother Seton and to her Cduse of 
Cdnonization, and urged that di/ 
who dre interested in the Cduse 
.should storm hed11en with prdyers 
f or its success. 

here that the rigour with which the miraculous cures at Lourdes 
are examined is common knowledge. 

Let no one call us enemies of the supernatural therefore if 
· d 1 ' ' we _g1r ourse ves now for the task of warning the faithful 

~gamst u.-u41ecked statements concerning upe-=-na::ural ha13Pcn
mgs that are supposed to have taken place, statements which 
are fairly widespread at the present time, statements which create 

the danger of seeing the true 
miracle discredited. 

Our Lord Himself has put 
us on guard against "false 
Christs and false prophets" who 
"will show great signs and won
ders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect" (Matt. 
xxiv. 24). Such events have 
happened from the earliest days 
of the Church (Acts viii. 9). 
For this reason the Church has 
the right and the duty to judge 
the truth and the nature of the 
facts or revelations said to have 
come about by a special inter
vention of God. And it is the 
duty of all good sons of the 
Church to submit to this judg
ment. 

As a mother, the Church has 
to bear the burden of a mother's 
onerous and doleful duties, and, 
like all mothers, she sometimes 

nas tne duty not only oftalang 

N O CATHOLIC ques
tions the possibility of 
miracles, nor does he 

doubt that they actually do take 
place. Christ's mission and His 
Divine Nature were proved by 
the many great miracles He 
performed here on earth. The 
-ear-1y--Church. o t:r .initial 
<iiHiculties and persecutions be
cause the Holy Ghost gave her 
special help that expressed itself 
visibly in the gifts the Apostles 
enjoyed and in the large num
ber of the elect among the first 
generations of Christians. Once 
the Church was consolidated, 
these special gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, as we can well under
-stand, grew less. But they have 
not ceased. 
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action, but also of suffering, 
keeping silent, and wa1tmg. 
Fifty years ago who would 
have thought that the Church 
would now be in the position 
of having to put her sons, even 
some of those who are priests, 
on their guard against so-called 
miracles, against all those hap
penings acclaimed as preternat
ural which are arousing the in
terest of the masses here and 
there in almost every continent 
and country? 

The help of the Holy Ghost who has long 
.and the presence of Christ in 

been interested in the Cause of Mother Seton's 
Canonization. 

His Church are two things that 
will last until the end of time. The former shows itself by means 
,of supernatural signs, too, with miracles. By way of example, 
it is sufficient to call attention to the miracles that are examined 
during the process of the beatification of the servants of God 
or the canonizati.on of the Blessed. Such miracles are rigorously 
verified both scientifically and theologically. And we might add 

Fifty years ago, when the "scientific" and positivist atti
~ude was rife, people would have laughed at anyone who paid 
attention to and believed in what were called superstitions of 
che dark ages. Fifty years ago people wished the Church ill be
cause she alone persisted in upholding their existence, their 
spiritual worth, negative or (Continued on Page 2) 



PAGE Two 

~ot{Jer ~eton ~utlb 
Emmitsburg, Md. 

REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

V. Postultttor for the Cttuse of 
Mother Seton 

THE MOTHER SETON GUILD, as 
the Apostolic Postulation for the Cause of 
Canonization of Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of Charity 
in America, is part of the Sacred Congre
gation of Rites in Rome. 

The Guild is, moreover, an organization 
established in 1939, with the aoproval of 
the Holy See, to promote the Canonization 
of Mother Seton in every way possible, by 
means of literature, religious articles, etc. 

The Bulletin is ismed quttrterly. 

Membership in the Guild includes the 
privilege of receiving copies 

of the Bulletin gratis. 

Address ttll communications to 

Central O ffice of the 

:!Bllotqrr @!rton ~uilil 
Knights of Columbus Building 

Emmitsburg, Md. 

Communities of the Sisters of Charity: 

St. Joseph's College Emmitsburg 
Marillac Seminary St. Louis 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson . N. Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent Halifax 
Mt. St. Joseph-on-the-O hio . Cincinnati 
Convent Station 
Seton Hill 

N. J. 
G reensburg 

The expenses involved in the Cause are 
met by the donations of the clients of 
Mother Seton, and by the membership 
subscriptions to the G uild. 

Yearly Subscription _ _ $ 1.00 
Perpetual Membership _ $10.00 

Deceased may_ be enrolled 
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positive, and their beauty or ugliness. 
One of the commonest and most solemn 
of subjects as far as the apologetics of 
the day were concerned was miracles. 
Now the Church has to warn her sons, 
through the mouths of her Bishops, by 
repeating che words of the Divine Master 
(Matt. xxiv. 24) not to allow themselves 
to be drawn astray easily by similar hap
penings and not to believe in them save 
with eyes wide open and after the au
thorities have made all the necessary 
inquiries and given their reports. 

For some years past we have been wir-
~nesses of an increase of popular hanker- -

ing for the wonderful, even when ic 
concerns religion. The faithful repair in 
vast crowds to places where visions and 
wonders are supposed to have taken place 
and, at the same time, abandon the 
Church, the Sacraments, and instruction. 
People who are ignorant of the first 
words of the Creed set themselves up as 
ardent apostles of religiosity. Some of 
them do not hesitate to speak of the 
Pope, the Bishops, and the clergy in 
terms of severe reprobation and then 
grow indignant when the latter do not 
rake part, together with the mob, in all 
tl1e enthusiasms and outbursts of certain 
popular movements. 

Although this is a displeasing situation, 
it is not one that causes surprise. Man's 
feelings are natural, even chose towards 
religion. Just as man is a rational animal, 
so he is a political and a religious animal. 
By bringing disorder and confusion into 
the nature of man and all his feelings, 
original sin has attacked, so to speak, 
religious feelings also. This is the ex
planation of me-deviations and ilie err 
of so many natural religions, no more 
and no less than the explanation of so 
many oilier distortions in ilie history of 
man. Bue it is a face that errors of this 
kind are much more troublesome where 
religion is concerned. 

Coming to redeem man from his dark
ness and shortcomings, Revelation and 
Grace have restored him to his right na
ture, especially where religion · is con
cerned. Having healed man's wounded 
and stricken nature, Grace gives it a 
superabundance of strength to be used in 
the service and love of God. The Church, 
the custodian and interpreter of the true 
religion, was born of the Word and of 
the blood of O ur Lord . I t is not sufficient 
for a man to chink himself religious, 
however he achieves it . The important 
thing is to be tru ly religious. As in ilie 
case of other feelings, there can be, and 

in point of fact there are, also deviations 
from true religious feeling. Religious 
sentiment must be guided by reason, 
nourished by Grace, and as is our whole 
life, controlled by the Church, and even 
more strictly. There are such iliings as 
religious instruction, religious education 
and religious training. Those who have 
fought the auiliority of the Church and 
religious sentiment in so light-headed a 
way find themselves today faced with 
imposing outbursts of an instinctive re
ligious feeling entirely lacking in the 
light of reason and the consciousness of 
grace, one at lias no chec or controf. 

Such action results in deplorable acts 
of disobedience to the ecclesiastical 
authorities when iliey intervene to apply 
the necessary brake. This is what hap
pened in Italy after ilie so-called visions 
of Voltago, in France over the Espis and 
Bouxieres incidents, which were allied to 
chose in Hampsur-Sambre (Belgium), in 
Germany at Heroldsbach, and in the 
United States of America over the man
ifestations at Necedah, Wisc. I could go 
on quoting oilier examples in otl1er coun
tries, both near and far. 

The period through which we are pass
ing stands between one of two excesses: 
open, inhuman irreligion or unbounded, 
bl.ind religiosity. Persecuted by the sup
porters of the first and compromised by 
chose who uphold the second, ilie Church 
does nothing more than repeat her ma
ternal warning. But her words remain 
unheard amidst denial on ilie one hand 
and exaltation on ilie ocher. There is no 
doubt that the Church does not wish to 
cast the wonders which God works into 
the shadow. She me·nsl...-,.,.,-,,..,..c-f'i~-i!"P'P'rr----
ilie faiiliful watchful concerning what 
comes from God and what does not come 
from God, and which can come from 
His and our adversary. The Church is 
tl1e enemy of the FALSE miracle. 

A good Catholic knows from his cate
chism that the true religion rests in the 
true Faith, in Revelation, which ended 
wiili the deaili of the last Apostle and 
has been entrusted to the Church, its in
terpreter and custodian. Nothing else 
necessary to our salvation can be revealed 
to us. There is noiliing more for which 
we must look. We have everyiliing, if we 
wish to make use of it. Even the most 
accredited visions can furnish us with 
new motives for fervour but not with 
new elements of life or doctrine. True 
religion abides essentially, apart from in 
the conscience, in the love of God and 
the consequent love of our neighbor. 
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And, more than in acts of worship and 
rite, the love of God consists in doing 
the will of God, obeying His command
ments. This is true religion. 

A good Catholic knows that in the 
saints themselves the nature of sanctity 
is not composed of the preternatural gifts 
of visions, prophecies and wonders, but 
in the heroic exercise of virtue. That God 
should in some way authenticate holiness 
by miracles is one thing, but that holi
ness consists in performing miracles is 
another. We must not confound holiness 
with what can be and is, as a rule, an 
unmistakable sign of holiness, but not 
always suf!iciently clear so as not to need 
the necessary supervision of religious 
authorities. 

On this point the teaching of the 
Cfiurch has never been equivocaf. The 
man who turns back to events of dubious 
interpretation rather than accept the 
word of God loves the world more than 
God. Even when the Church autl1orita
tively canonizes a saint, she does not by 
this act guarantee the preternatural 
character of all the extraordinary facts 
connected with his life. Still less does she 
approve all his personal opinions. By the 
same token she gives even less guarantee 
co all that is written, often with unpar
donable levity, by biographers with more 
imagination than judgment. 

We repeat that in order to be religious, 
it is necessary to -be so in a proper fashion 
and as a matter of duty. In order to be 
good Catholics and devout people we 
must act with all the attention with 

66
SweetAre 

These T ears
99 

_ To the growing body of literaru_~e 
about Mother Seton has now l:ieen aclded
an unusually interesting and appreciative 
tribute by the Rev. Raphael Grashoff, 
C.P. 

"Sweet are these tears," said Elizabeth 
Ann Seton when she was struggling 
through the darkness of doubt and beg
ging the Almighty Source of Light to 
lead her to the True Faith. 

Father Grashoff chose these words as 
the title of this brief biography, just is
sued from the Grail of!ice, St. Meinrad, 
Indiana, and available through the 
Mother Seton Guild. 

The text of the booklet was written 
originally for the public reading during 
the laymen's weekend retreats at Holy 
Cross Passionist Monastery in Cincinnati, 
in 1949. Its purpose was to interest the 
retreatants in the crusade of prayers, 
chen going on in the Archdiocese under 
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which we act when applying ourselves 
to the most serious things in life. In
credulity is just as harmful to the sincere 
believer as credulity. True, it is not 
everyone who can form his own opinion 
on every point. But what are the Bishops 
and the Pope for? 

It is a strange thing: no novice would 
dare to build a house by hin1self, tailor 
his own clothes, make himself a pair of 
shoes or cure himself of a sickness. Yet 
when it is a question of religious life, 
people reject all authority, refuse to place 
any trust in it, even distrust and disobey 
it with impunity. 

During the past two hundred years, 
especially the last half-century, the Cath
olic priestl1ood has been so much the 
object of accusations, insults and defama
tion, both by politicians and writers, that 
one can well understand how it is that 
the faithful have the greatest dif!icu!ty 
in approaching a priest and becoming 
friendly with him. But during the un
deniable return to God we are now wit
nessing the faithful must overcome their 
bias and return once more to sharing 
their feelings, their thoughts and their 
faith with the priest. 

For the last ten years, while the reli
gious authorities have remained hesitant, 
the people have acted hastily and busied 
themselves with wonders which, to say 
the least, have not been verified. Speak
ing honestly, we must admit that such 
events may be expressions of natural re
ligious enthusiasm. But they are not 
Christian events, and they give a fright-

che sponsorship of the lace Archbishop 
McNicholas, for evidences of miracles to 
advance the Cause of Mother Seton's 
Canonization. 

"Its success in this regard," writes 
Father Grashoff in the introduction, 
seeme to JUSt1 y 1 s pu 1ca on as a help_ 
to enlarge the crusade among our Cath
olic people." 

But as in every ocher instance, 

now too, I look up in silent acquies

cence, adoring that dear Hand 

which will one day show every ap

parently dark and mysterious event 

in the most perfect concord of har

mony and wisdom. 

-MOTHER SETON 
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ful pretext to those who are out to dis
cover at all costs the infiltrations and 
survivals of paganism and superstition in 
Christianity, especially Catholicism. Just 
as wrongdoing may insinuate itself in our 
daily lives, so may error insinuate itself 
into one or the other individual Catholic, 
a thing which causes no wonder to those 
who understand what man is. But just as 
sin must be recognized as sin if we would 
free ourselves from it, so too, in the case 
of error, we must recognize it as such. 
Just as the Church has the power to for
give sins, so has it also been commanded 
by God to redeem us from error. 

Let Catholics hear the word of God 
which the Church, and the Church alone, 
preserves and repeats whole and incor
rupt. Let them not run like sheep with
out a shepherd after other voices seeking 
to drown the voice of God when it is 
true that they oppose the voice of the 
Church. We have Holy Scripture, we 
have Tradition, we have the Chief Shep
herd and a hundred other shepherds 
next door to our homes. Why should we 
offer the spectacle of fatuousness or un
healthy exaltation before those who op
pose and despise us? "Christians, be more 
prudent," wrote Dante in his day. "Do 
not be like feathers that bend to any 
wind." The great poet urged the very 
same reasons that we give today: "You 
have the Old and the New Testament, 
and the Shepherd of the Church to guide 
you." Dante's conclusion, too, is the same 
as ours: "This is sufficient for your salva
tion" (Canto V, vv. 73-77). 

Memlberslbip Drive 

At Greenslburg 
Overwhelming success rewarded the 

Sisters of Chai:i . n-l-lill-College 
in a recent drive for new members of 
the Mother Seton Guild. 

It is hoped that their experience will 
inspire others to a like activity, to the 
end chat there may be constant additions 
to the rolls of those who, by their pray
ers and missionary zeal, are promoting 
the Cause of Mother Seton. 

The gratitude of the Guild to the Sis• 
ters of Charity of Seton Hill is expressed 
for the number of new members enrolled. 

What happened at Greensburg, Pa., 
can be repeated at all the schools, col
leges, hospitals, and other institutions 
conducted by the Sisters of Charity. 

Members enlisted by them will form 
the nucleus of a mighty host to "storm 
heaven with prayers for the success of 
the Cause," in the words of Our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, to Monsignor 
Ottaviani. 
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Cl{))nvent Statil{))n Sisters Are Emm.itshu.rg Pilgrims 

FORTY-ONE Sisters of Charity of 
Convent Station, New Jersey, made 
their first official pilgrimage to Em

mitsburg, March 28 and 29, to visit the 
hallowed spots made sacred by Mother 
Seton. Sister Francis Genevieve, president 
of the Mother Seton League, organized 
and accompanied the pilgrimage. 

The recitation of the Rosary initiated 
the long bus ride from Newark to 
Gettysburg. At Reverend Mother M. 
Benita's request, the fifteen mysteries 
were sprinkled throughout the journey. 
All had as their primary intention the 
restoration of the sight of Sister Claire 
Cordis, who was one of the pilgrims. 

Ear . dre-mirr . g o Mal'C 29 
the Sisters arrived at Saint Joseph's in 
Emmitsburg where they were warmly 
greeted by Sister Isabel, Visitatrix. At 
the Motherhouse, Father Burgio offered 

1Ju !lemortam 

ARCHBISHOP GEORGE J. CARUANA 

who was devoted to the Cause of Mother 
Seton . 

The Church lost one of her most be
loved prelates and the Mother Seton 
Guild one of its most illustrious members 
with the departure from this life on 
Easter Sunday, March 25, of the Most 
Rev. George J. Caruana, former Nuncio 
ro Cuba. His death ended a long illness, 
which had forced his retirement three 
years ago. 

Archbishop Caruana was an ardent 
devotee of Mocher Seton. When Nuncio 
to Cuba he advanced her Cause for 

the Holy Sacrifice, at which the Sister 
pilgrims participated and received Holy 
Communion in the Community Chapel. 

Then began the thrilling events of the 
whole trip. The Sisters at St. Joseph's 
guided the pilgrims to each hallowed 
place. Seeing the Stone House, walking 
along the paths over which Mother 
Seton had carried heavy pails of water, 
passing through the rooms in which she 
had lived, actually touching the bed in 
the corner in which she died, over
powered the desire to ask for something, 
and rather created the desire to do some
thing to make up for the stark poverty 
of the early pioneer Sisters who practiced 
such heroic virtues. The urge to lead 
lives of greater holiness supplanted the 
earlier wishes of the Sisters to ask favors 
of a temporal nature. 

During the visit to the tomb a misty 

Boston, Mass.-A mother of 13 chil
dren was suffering from a kidney ail
ment and general breakdown. The doctor 
had given her up and the family ex
pected her to die. When I went to see 
her, I brought the cloth touched to the 
relic of Mother Seton and pinned it on 
her dress. A few days later the doctor 
sent her home and she is now up and 
around, singing the praises of Mother 
Seton. (Sister R. M .) 

Franklin, N. J .-Although I suffered 
from a double curvature of the spine ten 
years ago, God has blessed our marriage 
with a lovely, perfectly healthy baby boy. 
Thanks to the intercession of Mother 
Seton, to whom I faithfully said the 
"Pr.ay fot-Expectan Mothers." (Mrs. 
N. S.) 

Northampton, Mass.-Kindly accept 
chis offering in appreciation of a Novena 
to Mother Seton, answered within four 
days. I am 60 years old and had given up 
going out to do housework. But my hus
band was taken sick. I prayed to Mother 

Canonization far and wide. He made 
known his interest in the Cause of Moth
er Seton's Canonization to the officials 
in Rome. In the seclusion of his retreat 
in the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, 
Merion, Pa., he affectionately spoke of 
Mother Seton, praying as he did that 
God would hasten the happy day of her 
glorification by the performance of 
miracles. The G uild mourns his loss and 
prays that his gentle soul may rest in 
Peace. 

rainfall created an atmosphere of sad
ness which must have filled the air and 
hearts of those who placed the crosses on 
the graves of Mother Seton's children 
and the first victims of those days of 
hardship. 

The last place to be visited was the 
White House-the second home of the 
pioneer group. Here the pilgrims had the 
opportunity of seeing many objects 
actually used by Mother Seton, such as 
her desk, books, piano, pictures, and the 
samplers made under her wise and ca
pable direction by the pupils of the school. 
A greater privilege, however, was that of 
kneeling at the very rail in the exacr 
place where their reverend foundress had 
knelt to receive Holy Communion. 

Each Sister left the sacred precincts 
resolved to become a holier and more de
serving daughter of so saintly a mother. 

Seton for means to carry on. I got a 
telephone call for work that has proved 
a Godsend. This is my second favor. 
I was wishing I could buy the book, 
"White Noon," when a copy reached me 
in the mail from a Sister of Charity 
whom I had never met. She was the 
daughter of a retired Episcopal clergy
man who had lived here. She learned 
from him that we had joined the Church. 
(Mrs. E. L.) 

New Orleans, La.-I thank Mother 
Seton for her intercession to Our Lord 
and His Blessed Mother for a very 
wonderful favor granted me. At the 
time of birth, the legs and hips of my 
little baby girl, now three months old, 
were broken and three weeks later a 
blood clot developed on her neck. e 
prayed to Mother Seton. Today the baby 
is a beautiful chubby cherub. Her legs. 
are fine and straight and she is perfect 
in all respects. I am enclosing a thanks
offering. (Mrs. G. S.) 

Rahway, N. J .-I say the prayer for 
the Beatification of Mother Seton every 
day, and I asked a favor for my son, 
which was granted. I am enclosing an 
offering to the Mother Seton Guild. 
(Mrs. M . E. M .) 

Brooklyn, N. Y.-Thanks to Mother 
Seton's intercession, a cyst removed from 
behind my ear was pronounced non-can
cerous. Please accept this donation with 
my assurance that I shall continue to 
pray daily for Mother Seton's Canoniza
tion. I hope that God will continue to 
bless and give success to this noble work 
you are doing. (Mrs. J . A. McK.) 


