
-

'"f o Promote the Canonization of Mother Seton 

NUMBER 57 EMMITSBURG, Mo. MAY, 1956 

April 3, 1956 

DEAR MEMBERS OP THE MoTHER SETON GUILD, 

Greetings from the high seas. In a day or so we shalf besteaming into N ew Yark. My trip a chaplain on this Mediter
ranean cruise has been blessed by a short stav in Rome. Only a day and a half in the Eternal Ciry but it made the trip worthwhile. 

Memorable event for the passengers of the Oslofjord was their audience with the Holy Father on Wednesday, March 21. Our 
group of more than one hundred joined 6,000 voices in shouting greetings to the Pope in their respective languages ... "Viva Il 
Papa" in Italian . .. "Vive Le Pape" in French ... "Long Live the Pope." ... The greetings followed individual talks by His 
Holiness to e .. ch group. 

A special audience was impossible that day, the only day we could attend, since the Pope was fatigued after speaking to the 
various groups in their own native tongue ... Italian, English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese. But His Holiness at 
80 looked stronger and better than ever. 

He spoke to our group, welcoming the passengers of the Oslofjord. His Holiness spoke of the benefits of travel saying that 
"he who travels learns much." He asserted that "tourists who become well acquainted wirh the social, economic and political 
conditions of rhe various countries bring about a better understanding among nations." (Continued on Page 2) 

Pope Pius XII Greets the Passengers of the MS Oslofjord from the Gestatorial Chair. 
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He then imparted his blessing to all 
present, their relatives and friends, and 
included in the blessing all the religious 
articles, rosaries. medals which members 
of the audience wished to have blessed. 

After the blessing I had the privilege 
of speaking to His Holiness. Our Holy 
Father gave me a warm welcome. After 
a few pleasant words together he again 
blessed the Cause of Mother Seton and 
the members of the Mother Seton Guild . 

It was a rare experience for the mem
bers of the cruise, mostly non-Catholics, 
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documentation of the Cause in printed 
form. It is completed ... it is finished . 

When I saw the mountain of printed 
matter before me waiting to be bound, 
I could scarcely believe my eyes. I was 
speechless before such a gigantic achieve
ment. As I spot-checked here and there 
my only regret was that all those inter
ested in Mother Seton's Cause could 
not see what I saw. How their hearts 
would rejoice! 

The actual binding will be done upon 
completion of the summarium, another 

His Holiness, Pope Pitts XII, exchanged warm greetings with the Rev. 
Sa/valor M. Burgio, C.M., Vice Postulator, during the audience granted 
March 21 to the passengers of the MS Oslofjord. The Holy Father again 
blessed the Came of Mother Seton and members of Mother Seton Guild. 

many of whom made a special trip to 

Rome just for the audience. 
I had a very delightful visit with the 

Postulator General, Very Rev. Luigi 
Bisoglio, C.M., who is immensely pleased 
with the work of the Mother Seton 
Guild and the increase in devotion to 
Mocher Seton in America. I spoke with 
other officials, too, on the subject so 
close to our hearts-the Cause of Mother 
Seton. But this time I was not so much 
concerned with persons or words but 
with ACTS. I was not disappointed. It 
was my great privilege to see the full 

term for an index. It is expected that 
this painstaking job will be completed 
by June. 

While in Rome I had the honor of 
meeting the new Promoter General of 
the Faith, Msgr. Sylvius Romani, a man 
of rare personal charm. His conversation 
revealed great enthusiasm for the Cause 
and he spoke with unusual warmth con
cerning his visit in Emmitsburg. Mon
signor Romani spoke reverently of the 
treasured remains of Mother Seton in 
the Chapel Tomb and displayed high 

(Continu ed 011 Page 4) 
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Members of the cast who apf!.eared in "The Valiant Woman" <ITe, left to right: 
"Charlotte Ogden," Patricia Kowalervs-'i.t: " Rebeeea etoU.: 1-ume.. Jawbetz; " Re-,,. 
John H. Hobart," James Rogers; "Elizabeth Seton," Judy Sauer: " Anna Seton," 
Jean Lubic: '"William Seton," Ralph Bluhm; ''A11to11io Filicchi," Josef>h O'Tool,·. 

Other members of the play are, left to right: "Mother Seton," Florence Cypher; 
' Rev. Simon G. Brute," Fred Whittier; " Sister Rose White," Betty DeBlasio; "Sis

ter Cecilia O'Comvay." Patricia lValsh: " Bishop Cheverus." Carl Scheider. 

Houston, Texas.-1 am enclosing a 
mall offering in thanks to Mother Seton 

for her intercession in relieving me of 
a painful stomach condition. I pray to 
her every day.-Mrs. C. H . P. 

* * * 
Cincinnati, Ohio.-One month ago 

my little nephew was at death's door 
due to hemorrhages after removal of 
his tonsils and adenoids. The doctors 
did not expect him to recover. After his 
third hemorrhage I said, "Mother Seton, 
you just have to help us." I was des
perate and physically exhausted. I gave 
my sister a relic of Mother Seton to pin 
to his clothing. From that day on his 
bleeding lessened. 

I had read of Bishop O'Shea's great 
help from Mother Seton and I felt she 
would do no less for us. The little boy 
had about 18 transfusions and is doing 
better every day.-M. E. F. 

* * * 
MARJON, Ottio-Mother Seton helped 

me through a very serious operation some 
time ago, and I acknowledged that favor 
with sincere thanks. Just recently she 
again came to my assistance when I had 
almost despaired. Following very severe 
headaches, you can imagine my distres 
when a series of X-ray pictures showed 
possibilities of a brain tumor. I called 
upon Mother Seton. One of the greatest 
brain specialists in our State said no op
eration was needed. I promised publica
tion and to help in my small way, please 
accept this olfering.-(Mrs. W. R. M.) 
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Not only are the students of St. James 
School, Pittsburgh, interested in Mother 
Seton, they are enthusiastic. Their love for 
the Foundress of the Sisters of Charity re
cently evolved in the form of a play, "A 
Valiant Woman," which they presented re
cently in the school auditorium. 

The five-act drama, written by Rev. 
Hugh F. Blunt, was given jointly by the 
Student Council and the Mother Seton 
Club. The play adhered as closely as pos
sible to the words of Mother Seton and all 
incidents portrayed are true. Authentic pe
riod costumes were worn by the boys and 
girls unhe-~ . 

The scenes were as follows: Act I, draw
ing room of the Seton house, New York, 
1802; Act II, The Lazaretto, Leghorn, 
Italy, 1803; Act III, same as Act I, Ash 
Wednesday, 1805; Act IV, common room 
of the convent, Emmitsburg, November, 
1810; Act V, same as Act IV, 1818. 

In the cast are the following: "Rebecca 
Seton," sister of William, Irene J acobetz; 
"Anna Seton," daughter of William, Jean 
Lubic and Mary Kate Clair; "Elizabeth 
Seton," wife of William, Judy Sauer; "Har
riet Seton," sister of William, Mary 
O'Rourke; "Barclay Bayley," brother of 
Elizabeth, Edward Ritter; "William Seton," 
Ralph Bluhm; "Charlotte Ogden," sister 
of William, Patricia Kowalewski; "Rev. 
John H. Hobart," James Rogers; "Captain 
O'Brien," John Ryan. 

Ochers are: "Capitano," guard of Laza
retto, Paul Brandimarti; "Antonio Filicchi," 
friend of Serons, Joseph O'Toole; "Cecilia 
Seton," sister of William, Sr., Betty Gill; 
"Mother Seton," Florence Cypher; "Sister 
Cecilia O'Conway," Patricia Walsh; "Sister 
Sara Thompson," Mary Rosenmeyer; "Sis
ter Rose White," Betty DeBlasio; "Sister 
Maria Murphy," Mary Ann Burns; 
"Bishop Cheverus," Carl Scheider; "Rev. 
Simon Brute," Fred Whittier; "William 
Seton," son of Elizabeth, Roy Weiland. 

"Jerusalem, My Happy Home," Mother 
Seton's favorite hymn, as well as "Ave 
Maria" were sung during the play by a 
chorus. Mary Carol Mullen was the accom
panist. 

Sister Margaret Gerald, principal of the 
high school, directed the play. She was as
sisted by Carol Sanctis. 

"Purify your hearts that they may 
appear to Him like bright little stars 
at the bottom of a fountain." 

-E. A. S. 
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(Continued from Page 2) Florence to inquire about his daughter. 
regard for her Spiritual Daughters. He expected the worst. When he heard 

The Promoter General expressed his his wife sobbing over the phone he im-
eagerness to begin his official duties as mediately concluded that his daughter 
Devil's Advocate during the critical anal- was dead. But the mother's tears were 
ysis of the Documentation. We know tears of joy. You can imagine the hap-
Mother Seton has a noble and devoted piness of the father when he learned that 
friend in Monsignor Romani. the daughter he believed dead was so 

May a quick completion of this Proc- much alive. 
ess lead to the Assemblies of Judgment Miracles abound in Latin countries, 
of which we shall hear more about later. for these people simply will not take 

A strange event occurred in Rome, one "No" for an answer. They take Our 
which points up the fact that the Cause Lord at His word, "Knock and it shall 
needs extraordinary cures which can be be opened unto you." And they keep 
offered as miracles. A miracle is a mir- knocking so persistently that the door 
acle and cannot be hidden "under a finally yields. Holy perseverance and 
bushe as et" to quotean o · prover . ~ nsummate at are e mgre e 

At dinner in Rome a certain Vatican for favors and extraordinary cures. 
official mentioned a miracle which had So, here in America, we must increase 
occurred there several days before. A our faith in Mother Seton. However, 
young girl was ill unto death. The faith without good works is dead; so, 
mother had great faith in a saintly priest likewise, prayer without sacrifice may 
who had died in the odour of sanctity. be fruitless. The more generous we are 
She begged prayer cards and relics from in spirit, the more heroic we become in 
the monastery where he had lived but action and the more fervent in prayer. 
met with a firm refusal by officials there God loves a generous giver •.. we all do. 
quite in keeping with the conservative The most grateful creature who ever 
handling of such matters by the church. lived was Mother Seton. She is not less 

With the faith of tl1e true Latin, the grateful now. 
mother pleaded for a piece of the dead We can help in her glorification. Sad 
priest's clothing from a nearby convent. but true she can do little herself to bring 
The nuns, with a shrug of their shoul- it about. She depends on our efforts, 
ders, discouraged the mother's petition. spiritually and materially. She was and 
But the latter insisted so vehemently that is too humble to seek earthly glory. If 
one of the nuns finally gave her a piece she desires it NOW it is because WE 
of a shirt which the priest had worn. seek it and because her canonization will 
She hurried home and applied the piece bring about the glory of God, the exal-
of cloth to her sick daughter. Within an ration of the Church in America and 
hour the young girl was completely the salvation of souls. 
cured. If it be WE who see it then let us put 

That evening the father phoned from forth not only our best effort but HE-

flntqrr ~rtnu ~uilh 
£mmttsburg, Slarylanh 

Form 3547 Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHBR SETON Gun.o BuLLBTIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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ROIC effort spiritually and materially, 
both in prayer and sacrifice, to place her 
on the honors of the altar. 

After the declaration of Venerable the 
Cause will stagnate without miracles. We 
must meet the challenge with Action, a 
Crusade of prayer supported by a gen
erous spirit of sacrifice. 

My Easter Mass was full of Alleluias 
of praise and thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for the blessings upon the Cause 
and a prayer for His continued help for 
the final success of the Process of Ven
erable and for the requisite miracles. 

Now I must finish packing as we ex
pect to be in on time. 

Warmc t regards to one and all, 
FATHER BURGIO. - ---=-===~ 

joRDAN, M1NN.-I am enclosing an 
offering I promised if Mother Seton 
would grant me a request. I am sure she 
heard my plea, and I want to thank her. 
We were threatened with a flood due to 
ice jams. I asked Mother Seton to inter
cede so that the water would rise no 
higher. It stayed the same from that time 
on for several hours, then quickly re
ceded. I am also asking Mother Seton 
to help me make a success of the work 
I am about to undertake.-(Mrs. E. K.) 

* * * 
SAN MARINO, CALIF.-My husband 

has su1fered from psychoneurosis for 
many years. Recently he was on the verge 
of a most serious attack. I started a 
Novena to Mother Seton, and he was 
helped at once. I enclose an offering for 
your good work. Mother Seton never 
fails me.-(Mrs. R. S. D .) 

~ "Look Up My LoYe and Be Thankful for the Good That Yet Remains." ... ELIZABETH ANN SETON. 
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ROIC efforcs spiritually and materially, 
both in prayer and sacrifice, to place her 
on the honors of the altar. 

After the declaration of Venerable the 
Cause will stagnate without miracles. We 
must meet the challenge with Action, a 
Crusade of prayer supported by a gen
erous spirit of sacrifice. 

My Easter Mass was full of Alleluias 
of praise and thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for the blessings upon the Cause 
and a prayer for His continued help for 
the final success of the Process of Ven
erable and for the requisite miracles. 

Now I must finish packing as we ex
pect to be in on time. 

Warmest regards to one and all, 
FJ.THER BURGIO. 

-----c-=~=--; 

joRDAN, M1NN.-I am enclosing an 
offering I promised if Mother Seton 
would grant me a request. I am sure she 
heard my plea, and I want to thank her. 
We were threatened with a B.ood due to 
ice jams. I asked Mother Seton to inter
cede so that the water would rise no 
higher. It stayed the same from that time 
on for several hours, then quickly re
ceded. I am also asking Mother Seton 
to help me make a success of me work 
I am about to undertake.-(Mrs. E. K.) 

* * * 
SAN MARINO, CALIF.-My husband 

has suffered from psychoneurosis for 
many years. Recently he was on the verge 
of a most serious attack. I started a 
Novena to Mother Seton, and he was 
helped at once. I enclose an offering for 
your good work. Mother Seton never 
fails me.-(Mrs. R. S. D .) 

~ "Look Up My LoYe and Be Thankful for the Good That Yet Remains." . . . ELIZABETH ANN SETON. 


