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Commission from the Cardinal 
By MARY LOUISE CALLAHAN 

T HE red rabbi of His Eminence added a brilliant nore -of 
color to the muted Baltimore landscape that fall of 1920. 
Cardinal Gibbons was taking his daily walk up Charles 

Street where the brown leaves, chased by the wind, brushed 
past his eminent person to fall reverently afterwards at his feet. 
Overhead, the velvet-grey sky arched over the city like a great 
cathedral dome. 

The blue eyes of the venerable Archbishop of Baltimore were 
smiling into the eyes of the young seminarian at his side. The 
latter was talking about something which interested both men 
very much. 

That His Eminence was absorbed in what the student was 
discussing one could be sure. 
It was a piece of good fortune 
that the seminarian, Joseph B. 
Code, then a first year theo
logical student at St. Mary's 
Seminary, Paca Street, was 
walking with the Cardinal. 
Sadly enough, it was to be the 
great churchman's last stroll 
along the popular Baltimore 
thoroughfare. 

Moth~r Sewn-from--his--u:acherr.&e,espetiatfy,Sister Martina, ----" 
made a lasting impression on him. 

DISCOVERS WHITE BIOGRAPHY 

He discovered the famous White biography of Mother Seton, 
known familiarly as the "Bible of the Cause," during his high 
school days. The book gave him a good background on the 
subject as Father White has written a splendid account of the 
American Foundress. Through high school and college young 
Joseph Code pored over the fine print of its elegant, old
fashioned pages. Meanwhile, he grew closer to Mother Seton 
both in knowledge of her life and in admiration of her sanctity. 

When he came at last to 
Baltimore, having been blessed 
with a vocation to the priest
hood, he was overjoyed to find 
himself so close to the scenes 
of her Baltimore days where 
she had conducted a school for 
girls on Paca Street right be
side the seminary. He seized 
the opportunity to learn more 
about Mother Seton's first days 
in early Baltimore. 

Father Dyer, who liked each 
student to cultivate a hobby, 
called young Mr. Code to his 
office one day to discover the 
seminarian's particular interest. 

"What is your hobby?" he 
asked the student. 

It was the custom for a 
Deacon from the seminary to 
accompany the Cardinal on 
his daily walk. As it happened 
on this particular day, the Very 
Rev. Edward R. Dyer, presi
dent of the institution, called 
the first year student into his 
office saying, "I'm sending you 
today instead of a Deacon. I 
have spoken to the Cardinal 
of you and your interest in 
Mother Seton. He wants to see 
you as this is something very 

Rt. ReY. Msgr. Joseph B. Code 

"I am trying to perfect my 
knowledge in French," revealed 
Mr. Code. "I am translating a 
French work into English." 

"What are you translating?" 
queried his superior. 

close to his own heart." Cardinal Gibbons had initiated the 
Cause of Mother Seton at St. Joseph's, Emmitsburg, over three 
decades before. 

"You love Mother Seton, don't you?" asked the Cardinal of 
the seminarian during their memorable walk. 

"Yes, I do. I love her very dearly. I have been praying to 
her to perfect my vocation," responded the student. 

Then he went on to tell the Cardinal how it all came about. 
Born in Keokuk, Iowa, July 27, 1899, he received his early ed
ucation from the Emmitsburg Sisters of Charity stationed at 
Keokuk, now part of the western province. Naturally the youth 
was to learn a lot about the early days at Emmitsburg and 

"'The Life of Elizabeth Seton,' by Madame De Barbarey," 
the young man replied. "It was the only French book I could 
find in the students' library." 

Father Dyer was very much surprised and elated at this piece 
of information. "What do you know of Mother Seton?" he 
asked. 

Mr. Code told his story to the superior, who was impressed. 
"That is wonderful,'' he exclaimed. "I want you to report once a 
month on your progress in the translating." 

Later on the seminarian had the good fortune to come to 
know Father Michael Dineen, S.S., whose sister, Sister Romana 
of Emmitsburg, was taught by a Sister who had known Mother 
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Seton at Emmitsburg. He learned ad
ditional details which only served to 
heighten his interest in the subject. 

Here, then, was the story revealed to 
Cardinal Gibbons as the aged church
man and the young cleric strolled side 
by side on Charles Street as the evening 
shadows lengthened. The Cardinal 
looked wistfully upon his youthful com
panion as he spoke these prophetic 
words, "I will always pray for you and 
your work on Mother Seton." 

The Cardinal insisted on a trip to 
Emmitsburg for Mr. Code. " I'll write a 
letter to Mother Margaret," he said. 
When they reached the Cardinal's resi
dence, the older man suddenly changed 
his mind. "Come in," he invited the Stu· 
ae&t.-"Instead of sendiag4he let£eF I'm 
going to give it to you. Now will you 
promise to make Mother Seton a part 
of your life, to make her better known 
... because she should be canonized." 

Here was an almost divine commis
sion for the seminarian to participate in 
the Cause of Mother Seton. 

The hour was over too soon. Charles 
Street was never to know again the foot
steps of the saintly churchman, for this 
was his last walk with any seminarian at 
Old St. Mary's! When the crocuses 
pushed through the little brown flower 
beds of the cathedral grounds, the Car
dinal was gone. He died in March, 
1921, on Good Friday, after a long and 
painful illness. His passing was an
nounced that day just as the Good Fri
day services came to a close in the 
Cathedral. Young Mr. Code was among 
the seminarians who heard the news that 
day while in church. 

TRIP TO EMMITSBURG 

So it was on Easter Monday that the 
Baltimore student came to Emmitsburg_ 
.•. to e Va ey w i e was to 
eventually cherish as the ground on 
which Mother Seton walked. He was 
happy to be here where the maple buds 
were green against the sky and birds 
were singing high on the eaves of Bur
lando. 

Seeing the Stone House where she 
lived . • . . visiting the White House 
where she died . . . and the Gothic 
Tomb where she sleeps . . . the young 
student had never felt so close to Mother 

· Seton as he did here at Emmitsburg. 
He lost no time in presenting his 

treasured letter from the Cardinal to 
Mother Margaret who outdid herself 
in gracious hospitality. 

"Emmitsburg is yours! " she declared. 
The rich treasures of the archives were 
opened to him. That day and later he 
was able to add much to his already 
great knowledge of Mother Seton by 
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the kindness and helpfulness of the Sis
ters at St. Joseph's. 

Mother Margaret's interest in the 
young man's work was genuine, for three 
years later, in the spring of 1923, when 
she lay dying at Providence Hospital, 
Washington, she called for him. 

Looking at the dedicated cleric stand
ing by her bed, Mother Margaret said, 
"I'm going to Heaven very soon and I 
want you to know that you will have an
other friend in Heaven for yourself and 
for your work on Mother Seton." 

The seminarian, who was to be re
membered in Heaven, would someday 
be placed in the foremost ranks of those 
who are promoting Mother Seton's 
Cause. He was now on the brink of a 

7 iterary career w c wou e p to rmg 
the story of the American Foundress to 
the world. 

On May 31, 1924, he became Father 
Code at Davenport, Iowa. He had re
ceived his master's degree in 1923 and 
earned the degree of bachelor of sacred 
theology the year he was ordained. The 
well-known educator and author later 
studied in Europe at several universities. 

The summer of 1926 found him at 
Emmitsburg leafing through treasured 
yellow documents on Mother Seton and 
walking through the blue hills and green 
valleys which once knew her sacred foot
steps. 

He felt an eternal gratitude to 
Mother Paula, who had succeeded 
Mother Margaret at St. Joseph's, for her 
invaluable talks on Mother Seton which 
helped him perfect his research on the 
holy Foundress. Mother Paula's gener
osity made it possible for Father Code 
to gain access to the story of the Valley 
in the priceless archives at the convent. 
Sister ustine Redmond who also wa~ 
an authority on the subject, proved a 
valuable source of information to the 
young priest at this particular period. 

PUBLISHES DE BARBEREY 
BIOGRAPHY 

Because of a heavy teaching schedule, 
Father Code was not able to complete 
his English translatio.n of the DeBar
berey biography of Elizabeth Seton 
until November, 1926, just six years 
since his eventful walk with the Cardi
nal. The volume was published the fol
lowing summer. 

In his preface the author thanked 
Mother Paula, ' '.chief custodian of 
Mother Seton's writings and her present 
successor in the valley." He goes on to 
say "To her who first opened to me the 
archives of Emmitsburg, the saintly 
Mother Margaret, now with God, my 
undying gratitude. H er words of wis-
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dom and holy counsel have been to me throughout this work 
a source of encouragement and inspiration." 

He also remarks with gratirude that "The counsel and sub
stantial assistance of Sister M. Justine Redmond and Sister 
M. Gervase Poujol, both of St. Joseph's College, Emmitsburg, 
have been so remitting, varied and valuable that they might 
with justice be regarded as collaborators in this volume." 

The Very Rev. Doctor Charles L. Souvay, C.M., president 
of Kenrick Seminary, Webster Groves, Mo., came in for his 
share of thanks for "constant encouragement and continued in
spiration," and the Most Rev. Michael J. Curley, D.D., Arch
bishop of Baltimore, "for writing the introduction to the volume." 

Thus the documents which, according to Father Code, had 
been "lying in the quiet of the Emmitsburg archives, guarded 
there carefully throughout the year as priceless treasures," were 
beginning to reflect the 
glory of a great American 
woman. Soon M o t h e r 

Unforgettable was the scene of pageantry in the Valley on 
the night of August 24, when Benediction of the Blessed Sacra
ment was given in the historic "God's Acre" at St. Joseph's. The 
candlelight procession strikingly resembled the famed Lourdes 
processions in France when thousands of pilgrims carry lighted 
candles and sing praises to the Mother of God. 

Father Code delivered the sermon at the Calvary scene over
looking the convent cemetery. A public address system carried 
his eloquent words to every corner of the verdant valley at his 
feet. The throngs gathered near the tomb of Mother Seton 
were caught up and inspired by Father Code as he told the 
delegates "you did well to choose Emmitsburg, the home of 
Mother Seton, as the setting for this con-vention. For, Mother 
Seton, because of her American nati-vity and her pioneer work 
as an American religious, belongs not only to Maryland and to 

Sisters of Charity, but to 
the whole of America and 

Seton would have a host 
of new friends . . . all be
cause of the splendid 
translation accomplished 
by Father Code. He was 

SEGRETERIA DI STAT□ 

to e-very American Cath
olic. . . . She is your 
mother, the earthly mother 
of the Federation, at whose 
feet you may learn many 

faithfully carrying out the 
Cardinal's commission that 
he make Mother Seton a 
part of his life. He was 
really going a step farther. 
He was making her a part 
of the lives of many others. 

At the suggestion of 
Mother Margaret the au
thor got to know Father 
Souvay at Kenrick in the 
summer of 1921. The two 
men, who were both inter
ested in Mother Seton, be
came good friends, for they 
had a strong bond in com
mon with the American 
Foundress. It was Father 
Souvay who spoke at his 
first Solemn High Mass 
and it is not surprising 
rhat the sermon touched 
on Mother Seton. 

DI SUA SANTITA 

N. 37B0 □ 7 

Vatican City, June 18, 1956 

The Secretariat of State of His 
Holiness is directed to thank Mary 
Louise Callahan for the book: Little 
Birds and Lilies which she forwarded to 
the Holy Father and, in expressing 
His appreciation of the sentiments of 
filial loyalty and devotion which 
prompted this thoughtful gesture, has 
pleasure in conveying to her and to all her 
dear ones, in pledge of abundant divine 
grace and heavenly favor, the paternal 
Apostolic Blessing of His Holiness. 

A. Dell 'Acqua 
Subst. 

Copy of a letter recently recei-ved from Rome bestowing the "paternal 
Apostolic Blessing of His Holiness," Pope Pius XII, on Mary Louise 
Callahan, author of "Little Birds and Lilies," a biography of Mother 

Seton for young people. 

and great lessons, not only 
for your betterment as in
di-vidual Catholic women, 
but for your success as 
workers in the field of 
education." 

The speaker, who called 
the Foundress "the mother 
af the Federation," briefly 
and dramatically outlined 
Mother Seton's life for the 
women gathered together 
from every part of the 
country, Canada and Aus
tralia. He said, "You 
should pray for Mother 
Seton's canonization and 
you should have her as 
your model, whether you 
be a religious, a maid, or 
a mother. 

"Mother Seton's idea 
and ideal of the Christian 
woman was Mary lmmac
rdate," revealed Father 
Code. "Do not be so fool
ish as to attempt the work 
of Mother Seton and at 
the same time disregard 
her ideals." 

"A Daily Thought From 
the Writings of Mother 
Seton" was published by 
Father Code in 1929. He 
had selected some of her 
outstanding and favorite 
expressions and suggested one for each day throughout the year. 
The book has been popular through the years as it reflects the 
soul of the Foundress in her most intimate and beautiful ob
servations on life, God, Heaven and eternity. 

Violet shadows of twilight were deepening into the myster-y 
of night and the first evening star appeared over the hills to the 
west of the convent. 

"It is now dark," said Father Code. "The tomb of Mother 
Seton will soon be wrapped completely in the blackness of the 
night. But here in the presence of Him for whom she sacrificed, 
her life let us face the wind and defy the further coming of 
the night. Let us resol-ve that from our eyes and from our hearts 
nothing shall e-ver blot the memory of her life. And I for one 
shall dedicate my years, my strength, and all the power that 
God has gi-ven me for good, to make her better known and 
lo-ved, and before my generation passes away, if it is His holy 
will, to see her canonized this country s first nati,,e-intercessor 
at the throne of God." 

IFCA CONVENTION AT EMMITSBURG 

Summer's end, 1930, found Father Code the center of an 
historic event at St. Joseph College, Emmitsburg. The Inter
national Federation of Catholic Alumnae held a convention 
there that year and he was invited by Mother Paula to take a 
prominent part in the activities. Numerous religious communi
ties had gathered at the shrine of Mother Seton to pay tribute 
to the Foundress of the American Sisters of Charity and to 
Mary Immaculate, the Patrone,s of the Federation. 
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ST. PETER'S CHURCH made him a!tlc for Father Code whom he graciously blessed 
Father Code was asked to participate in yet another event along with his work in behalf of Mother Seton's Cause. 

designed to give additional honor to Mother Seton. Through the years which followed the author has kept burn-
St. Peter's Church, Barclay Street, New Yark City, will al- ing the flame enkindled by Cardinal Gibbons in the heart of a 

ways be linked with her name. It was here she made her pro- young seminarian. A former professor at the Catholic Univer
fession of faith, here for the first time she received the Sacra- sity of America, he has published among other works, a "Dic
ment of Penance, and on March 25, 1805, received the Holy tionary of the American Hierarchy" which gives the lives of 
Eucharist for the first time. Even before she became a Catholic all the American bishops and archbishops. In 1935 he published 
she heard Mass here many times, often in mental anguish while the "Letters of Mother Seton to Mrs. Julianna Scott," the 
she tried to make a complete spiritual surrender to her new- life-long friend of Mother Seton. The letters appear in their 
found Faith. original, informal style, revealing the Foundress as a normal 

A young seminarian, the late Robert C. Weiden, who also American woman with the every day problems of life, some of 
had been interested in Mother Seton's Cause and who had writ- which helped and some which proved to be obstacles on her 
Den his thesis on the subject as a requirement for his master's road to sanctiry. 
degree at St. John's University, Brooklyn, presented to the BECOMES DOMESTIC PRELATE 
Archdiocese of New York a tablet commemorating Mother In 1934 The Paulist Press published a pamphlet by Father 
Seton's profession of Faith in St. Peter's Church. Father Code Code on Mother Seton which has been translated into French. 
was the speaker on the day the tablet was unveiled May 9, 1931, Through the years he has turned out many publications. 
appropriately enough on Mary's Day. His Emin~nce, the la~?-e'---'-'-:A_.::n~ h:::o::n.::or? wa:as::;:;b::e;;s~to:.:w.:..:e:.:d:.=;o~n=th;;;.::;eroia~u;,;t~h;;;o~r ,;.o.,n~an~ u= r~ l~2;...;::o,;;;f~th~ isf-•----
PatriclcCardinaF Hayes, rch6isbop o ew or , pres1 e . ~ year ;-hen he was ~ este as a omesttc re ate o t ~ Papa 
All the communities of Mother Seton's Daughters were present. Household by His Excellency, the Most Rev. Joseph Patrick 

Said Father Code, " Mother Seton's story here at St. Peter's Donahue, D.D.V.G., titular Bishop of Emmaus and Auxiliary 
has about it a certain epic quality, inasmuch as it symbolizes the Bishop of New York in the Chapel of St. John Baptist de La 
heroic struggles of the Ancient Faith lo assimilate to itself the Salle, at Manhattan College, New York. The sermon was 
genius and the courage of a new people, and to take its rightful preached by His Excellency, the Most Rev. Cuthbert Martin 
place in the shaping of their destiny. O'Gara, C.P., DD., Bishop of Yuanling, China. The newly-

"A century has passed, I say, since Mother Seton made her invested Monsignor is religious counsellor of men at Manhattan 
profession of Faith before the humble Tabernacle of the first College. 
St. Peter's," he continued. "God only knows what trials she The writer. is one of the few remaining links in the early 
had to endure before she took this step of spiritual surrender. history of the Cause of Mother Seton. By his efforts through 
But once it had been done, Christ shared with her the glory of the years he has surely helped to make her better known and 
His triumph. Through Him she begins to stand out radiantly loved. 
victorious in a land which, since its very discovery, has been Truly devotees of the saintly Foundress are now legion. Re
decidedly Eucharistic. Elizabeth Seton, the new lover of the cent!y a priest who was a passenger on a train overheard two 
Blessed Sacrament, now becomes one with the heroic band of women behind him enthusiastically discussing Mother Seton. 
saintly missionaries who carry the Bread of Everlasting Life As he left the train he turned to them and said, "I see you are 
into the wilderness of the country." Catholics." 

All the communities of Mother Seton's Daughters were rep- "No, Father," they answered, "we are Episcopalians, but we 
resented at the gathering. love Mother Seton and are constantly praying for her canoni-

It is not surprising, then, that the IFCA chose Father Code zation." 
as their chaplain on a pilgrimage to Rome in 1930. In the au- To Monsignor Code, who has done so much to make Mother 
dience His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, viewed the De Barbarey Seton known and loved ( that even people outside the Church 
biography which was presented to him. His Holiness was an are praying for her canonization) we extend our heartiest con
ardent devotee of Mother Seton and urged both Rome and gratulations on the honor bestowed upon him recently and we 
America to do everything to promote the Cause. His interest wish him happiness ad mu1tos annos. 

itntl7rr ~rtntt ~uilh 
Emmitsburg. Slarylanb 
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The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GurLD BULLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

Jos efina Cond 
Av9 . de Amer ic 
Re parto Kohly , 

09 
Cuba 

A'Yailable now at Mother Seton Guild, Emmitsburg, Md.-"LITILE BIRDS AND LILIES"-paper bound-50 cents per copy. 


