
To Promote the Canonization of Mother Sewn 

NUMBER 62 

Q H, HEAVENLY BLISS! 
Delight past all expression! 

How consoling, how sweet, the 
presence of Jesus to the longing, 
harassed soul! It is instant peace 
and balm to every wound! 

What would be my refuge? 
Jesus is everywhere. In the air I 
breathe. Yes, everywhere! But in 
His Sacrament of the Altar, as 
actually present and real as my 
soul within my body. In His sacri
fice, daily offered, as really as once 
offered on the cross. Mercifui 
Savior! Can there be any com
parison to this blessedness? Adored 
Lord, increase my faith, perfect 
it, crown it; Thine own, Thy 
choicest, dearest gift. Having 
drawn me from the pit, and drawn 
me to Thy fold, keep me in Thy 
sweet pastures and lead me to 
eternal life. 

Jesus then is there. We can go, 
receive Him. He is our own. Were 
we to pause and think of this 
through eternity, yet we can only 
realize it by His conviction. Then 
He is there. Oh, heavenly theme! 
As entirely true as that bread 
naturally taken removes my hun
ger, so this Bread of Angels re
moves my pain, my cares; warms, 
cheers, soothes, contents, and re
news my whole being. 

Merciful God, and I do possess 
you! Kindest, tenderest, dearest 
friend! Every affiiction of my 
nature absorbed in you still is 
active, nay, perfected in its oper
ations through your refining love. 
Hush, my soul, we cannot speak 
it! T ongues of angels could not 
express our treasures of peace and 
contentment in Him. 

0 my Soul, when our cor
rupted nature overpowers, when 
we are sick of ourselves, weakened 
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By MOTHER SETON 

When her pen followed on paper the outpouring of her 
love for our Divine Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, Mrs. 
Seton was then only a recent convert to the faith . Her 
friends and relatives turned from her for following her 
Catholic convictions; the death of her beloved husband in 
Italy placed upon her the heavy burden of supporting five 
children ; bigotry and open persecution made even the 
means of livelihood difficult. With it all she enjoyed a 
heavenly peace of mind and heart. In Holy Communion she 
found consolation and strength to carry her trials and tribu
lations with perfect resignation. Under such trying cir
cumstances this written offering of love for the Holy 
Eucharist takes on forceful meaning. How nobly she blended 
the spirit of Mary with the works of Martha and combined 
sublime contemplation with the chore5 of a busy mother, 
can not be better expressed than by her own words written 
to Antonio Filicchi, on October 2, 1805. 

"Bur to tell you the identical truth I have been so 
busied in preparing winter clothing for my children, 
that although I am at work till midnight and some
times till one o'clock, yet the hour I would have given 
to writing to my besr brother has been always taken 
up some other way. If you could imagine the occupa
rion of mending and turning old things to best account, 
added to teaching the little ones and having them 
always at my elbow, you would believe me that it is 
easier to pray than to write." 
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on all sides, discouraged with re
peated relapses, wearied with sin 
and sorrow, we gently, sweetly lay 
the whole account at His feet. 

Reconciled and encouraged by 
His appointed representative, yet 
trembling and conscious of our 
imperfect dispositions, we draw 
near the sacred fountain. Scarcely 
the expanded heart receives its 
longing desire, when wrapt in 
His love, covered with His right
eousness, we are no longer the 
same. Adoration, thanksgiving, 
love, joy, peace, contentment! Let 
us always whisper His Name of 
love as an antidote to all the dis
cord that surrounds us! We can
not say the rest; the harmony of 
heaven begins to us, while, silent 
from all the world, we again and 
again repeat: "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus." 

Who then is the author of the 
religion I profess? Is man then 
wiser in his inventions than eternal 
wisdom? Did he contrive a method 
to relieve the wretched, to support 
the feeble, to recall the sinner, 
and to secure the inconstant? 
Which of us having once tasted 
how sweet the Lord is on His holy 
altar, and in His true sanctuary, 
who finding at the altar His 
nourishment of soul and strength 
to labor, His propitiation, thanks
giving, hope, and refuge, can 
think but with sorrow and anguish 
of heart of the naked, unsub
stantial, comforcless worship they 
partake of who know not the 
treasure of our faith. Theirs is 
founded on words of which they 
take the shadow, while we enjoy 
the adored substance in the center 
of our souls. Theirs void, cheer
less, in comparison to the bliss of 
our daily offering, where Jesus 
pleads for us! 
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Dorchester, Mass.-

Ir is with sincerity and thankfulness 
that I write this letter in regards to my 
great appreciation for the many favors 
Mother Elizabeth Seton has granted me. 

I am a convert. I was born in Nova 
Scotia. I was an adopted child and spent 
most of my young life on a farm. I was 
of the Protestant faith. During my sick
ness a friend of mine gave me some 
pamphlets on Mother Seton to read. 
I read them with great joy and from 
her example I followed the path that 
led to the Catholic faith. 

About.._ two and.. one-h:ilf ye:us ago.-! 
lost my voice. I could barely whisper. 
My condition was diagnosed as cancer 
of the throat. An emergency tracheotomy 
was performed. A silver tube was put 
into the windpipe through an incision 
outside the throat. This made it possible 
for me to breathe. 

Then the cancer was burned out in 
daily treatments. Each day for five days 
a week I went to the hospital clinic 
where I was placed into a room with 
a lot of machinery used in the treatment. 
During these hours all alone I had an 
imaginary plaque of Mother Seton and 
Our Saviour before me. I not only 
prayed for the recovery of my voice and 
health but I asked that Mother Seton 
show me the way to help those of God's 
children who needed my humble as
sistance. 

I have become completely cured of 
the cancer, and I have my natural strong 
voice back again. Not long ago my 
doctor told me that my cure was really 
miraculous. 

It wouldbe a long litany to recount 
all the blessings I have received through 
the goodness of Mother Seton. May it 
be God's will to see fit to canonize this 
most deserving gracious lady, Mother 
Elizabeth Seton. I am a very grateful 
woman.-(Mrs. E. L.) 

Niles, Mich.-

Because of the many legal complica
tions of the laws of the State of Mich
igan making it next to the impossible to 
adopt a child from another state or 
county, my husband and I were dis
tressed by the failures to adopt a second 
child. We began a Novena, to Mother 
Seton and on the seventh day we re
ceived word which brought in our 
horn~ a baby boy. We shall be always 
graceful to Mocher Seton for this bless
ing.-(Mrs. A. J .P.) 
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New Hyde Park, N. Y.-

With the help of Mother Seton, the 
sight of my son's right eye was saved. 
A serious accident caused the loss of the 
left eye. The doctor feared the left eye 
would be infected. Sister Adelia, of the 
Dominican Order, urged us to pray to 
Mother Seton, in whom she had great 
faith. We prayed to Mother Seton and 
though Billy lost his left eye, he has 
perfect sight in his right eye. Thanks to 
Mother Seton's power of intercession.
(Mrs. M. H.) 

Miss Ann M. Costello-wret cli.e--fol 
lowing letter to her cousin, Sister Irene 
Marie of the Halifax branch: 

Dear Sister Irene Marie: 

I am writing to tell you about the 
great assistance I received through our 
Novena in honor of Mother Seton which 
we made together in November, 1953. 
As you know, I had been in a serious 
auromobile accident in which my sister 
Mary was killed. I was in St. John's 
Hospital in Lowell, Massachusetts, for 
twenty-eight weeks, and in a cast from 
chest to toes for three months. The 
doctors didn't think I would ever walk 
again. 

At the time while I was in a Nursing 
Home, learning to walk with two canes, 
and sometimes a few steps with one 
cane; but I was unable to take a step 
to go down over the stairs. I was very 
discouraged and I wrote to you. You 
wrote to me and sent me the booklet 
and Novena prayers in honor of Mother 
Seton, and together we started a Novena. 
The-ninth-da y:-W4S-a--Eirst-F..rcida.y, anG--J1.----
received Holy Communion as I always 
do on First Fridays-and that day I 
started down the stairs. To my surprise, 
slowly, and with some effort, I reached 
the bottom step; and every day after 
that I did the same thing-sometimes 
twice a day. 

My thanks to Mother Seton for this 
great favor she performed in my case! 
I say the prayers for her beatification 
every day! 

signed: Ann M. Costello 

North Andover, Massachusetts 
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By reporting favors you help the 
Cause. While favors are recorded we 
regret that space limits the publishing 
of only a few. 
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How Two Bettys Met 

Mrs. Dods1:man wiH 
Write Artii.des for 
Brn1Hetii.n 

I remember that my first meeting with 
Betty Dockman was on October 22, 1951, 
at her home in Baltimore. I had gone 
there to arrange a reception for a 
mutual friend, Monsignor Romola Car
boni, who was en route to Rome and 
at the present time is the Apostolic 
Delegate to Australia. 

As Mrs. Dockman and I sat and 
chatted, our conversation soon drifted 
to her lacerated finger, which was ob
viously giving her much pain. She told 
me that almost four months earlier, on 
June 1, 1951, a milk bottle which she 
was washing broke and a jagged edge 
cut the fourth finger of her left hand. 
The glass had sliced the B.esh diagonally 
to the bone, requiring twenty-two stitches 
to close the wound. As the scar tissue 
formed, the, finger was forced to bend 
so that the nail became buried in the 
palm of the hand. In medical terms, this 
was described as "a permanent position 
of B.ection due to scar tissue." 

From that day until the time we met, 
she had suffered almost constantly. The 
finger was so sensitive to a touch that 
not even a bed sheet could rest on it 
without inflicting pain. On the Friday 
prior to my visit, Betty had been to 
her physician, Dr. Daniel Pessagno, for 
treatment and had to return home by 
taxi to hide her tears because her suffer
ing was so intense. The only hope which 
he had given her was the success of an 
operation tentatively set for the follow
ing November. 

As she narrated her case, I took from 
my pocket the reliquary containing a 
few strands of Mother Seton's hair, 
which was given to me by Antonio 
Filicchi, a descendant of Mother Seton's 
dearest friends and greatest benefactors. 
Because I knew that the anticipation of 
something touching her finger could 
have paralyzed Betty with fear, I said 
nothing; but crossing quickly to her side, 
I placed the relic on her finger. In that 
instant, pain left her hand. Today Betty 
Dockman's finger is normal. 

That touch of the relic became the 
warmest handclasp of friendship between 
two Bettys-Elizabeth Seton and Eliza
beth Dockman. 

By REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

May I digress here to mention that 
Mrs. Dockman had known nothing of 
Mother Seton until the coming of Fran
cesca Filicchi Santoponte to the United 
States in 1950 for the centenary of the 
affiliation of the Emmitsburg Com
munity with the Daughters of Charity 
in Paris. Francesca unveiled the beauti
ful statue of Mother Seton in the court 
of St. Joseph College. At the invitation 
of Sister Isabel, Visitatrix, Mrs. Dock
man came to Emmitsburg, and the intro-
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MRs. ELIZABETH DocKMAN 

Mrs. Dockman is a resident of Balti
more and a graduate of Towson State 
Teachers College. 

She has written columns for the 
Catholic Review under the title, "We 
Women." 

She is the author of Our Lady of the 
Sun, a novel based on the apparitions 
of Our Lady of Fatima. It was pub
lished in England by Peter Davies, Ltd., 
and honored as the Catholic book of 
the month. The American publisher is 
Newman Press. 

She has written and directed plays 
that have won great praise in Baltimore 
and have materially benefited many 
Catholic Charities. 

Mrs. Dockman is a convert, a wife 
and mother, who has found in Mother 
Seton the source of great consolation 
and inspiration for her own life. 
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duction to Francesca became an intro
duction to Mother Seton. 

After the death of our beloved Mary 
Louise Callahan, our loss was great. To 
write well and to know Mother Seton 
well were accomplishments not often 
found in one person. However, I never 
lost heart in my search for another dedi
cated soul who would continue this 
splendid tradition, because I have found 
by experience that Mother Seton is never 
so near as when moments are darkest. 
Six years ago, she had led me to Betty 
Dockman and, through her extraordinary 
intercession, she brought immediate and 
permanent relief to Betty's suffering. 
Now, in our hour of need, how could 
Betty refuse anything that would help 
the glorification of her benefactress. 

The Mother Seton Guild welcomes 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dockman as a writer for 
the BULLETIN. I am confident that she 
will bring into the minds and hearts 
of our readers this great mother of 
souls that they may know better and 
love more the virtues of Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley Seton. 

It is presumptuous of me to write 
about Mother Seton; yet I would be 
insincere if I did not acknowledge my 
gratitude at having been accorded this 
honor. In the past seven years, she has 
woven herself into the pattern of my 
life as if it were a piece of embroidery 
and she the golden thread. Whether or 
not the pattern will be beautiful depends 
upon me; and I frankly admit that I am 
frightened by the challenge. 

As readers of the BULLETIN know, Miss 
Mary Louise Callahan had progressed 
further in her devotion to Mother Seton 
than most of us do. I am not here to 
write her obituary; Father Burgio has 
already paid her a splendid tribute. I 
know that I cannot follow perfectly in 
her footsteps; however I shall try in the 
writing of these articles to follow where 
she has led. With Father Burgio's en
couragement to dispel my fears, with 
Mother Seton's presence to give me con
fidence, and with your prayers and let
ters to help me, I pray God that I will 
succeed. 
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As chis BULLETIN is the official organ 
of the Apostolic Postulation one of its 
chief objectives is to be the most reliable 
source of information on all matters re
garding the Cause of Mother Seton's 
Canonization. 

The purpose of this article is to in
form our many loyal friends of some of 
the varied and necessary steps that are 
now and will be taking place in Rome, 
which will lead eventually to the decla
ration of Venerable and to Sainthood 
for Mother Seton. 

Contrary to the brief, optimistic and 
often inaccurate news reporting in _ the 
press,--beati cation is a s ow process. 
The annou.ncement of another step for
ward in the Cause does not necessarily 
warrant sensational reports or headlines, 
such as "The Beatification of Mother 
Seton will be soon proclaimed." 

Action is scheduled for the Cause. 
Ac this time the Consultors of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, in a for
mal meeting, will decide and approve 
chat the documentation completed by 
the Historical Section be consigned to 
the Promotor General of the Faith. In 
common parlance he is known as the 
Devil's Advocate. The duties of the 
Promotor of the Faith are onerous and 
weighed with heavy responsibility. 

The huge volume of documentation 
on the life and virtues of Mocher Seton 
would take anyone a long rime just to 
read. Bue the Promoter of the Faith 
must not only read it, he must study 
every line, weighing every fact of virtue 
in che delicate scales of rheology and 
every particular science necessary to 
judge correctly the matter before him 

fflotl1rr ~rton ~utlh 
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for consideration. His critical analysis blies, composed of ten Cardinals and 
will bring out objections, if necessary, twenty-four scholars. The final verdict, 
against the facts of the virtue in question. which declares Mother Seton Venerable, 
Again, he will not only evaluate the will be given by His Holiness in the 
heroic virtues presented in the docu- third assembly called the Consistory. 
mentation, but he will also try to ferret These assemblies will be considered 
out from the original sources anything at the proper time. 
that may be contrary to them. This is a 
meticulous task and time consuming, In America we are still in the pioneer 
suited to the tempo of Rome. stage of Causes for Canonization. The 

Rome is rightly called the Eternal more we learn, the more we appreciate 
City because it marches under the aspect the gigantic task involved in the Process 
of Eternity, and in the light of Eternity that leads to Sainthood. Yet, while the 
years are mere trifles. This is as it Holy See carries on its labors we have 
should be. much to do. The Cause will stagnate 

-= - - -=--==---=-~-=-..-,--------- ~= rbe title of Yenerab1e 1101ess we-
anomzat1on IS a so em.n pronounce- submit the miracles requisite for Beatifi-

ment by which the Holy Father declares cation. So often it is said chat miracles 
that a blessed actually enjoys the bea- will come after Mother Seton becomes 
tific vision and imposes worship of the Venerable. This is the usual experience 
saint on the whole Church. In th is in the Causes of Canonization. But the 
judgment the Pope is infallible. Before truth is that miracles can come anytime 
this pronouncement, however, long years during the Process. All depends upon 
of study and research in the Cause will the confidence and faith one has in 
have helped to certify the freedom of Mother Seton's power of intercession. 
error in a human way. In this the Pro- If Mother Seton be in Heaven then she 
motor General of the Faith plays a is just as powerful before God NOW as 
most important part. she ever will be. Beatification and Can-

Within how many months the Pro- onization do not change her celestial 
motor of the Faith will complete his status but they increase only our own 
examination, one guess is as good as an- faith and confidence. To pray to Mother 
other. The objections he will submit Seton NOW asking for a great favor 
will be refuted by the Advocates, and upon which may depend our life or all 
when both the Promoter General of the that we possess demands a great deal of 
Faith and the Advocates are satisfied faith in her power of intercession. But 
with their position this particular Process it is only by this complete confidence 
will end and another will begin . and unbounded faith that we truly mani-

Up to that time only fac ts have been fest our l::elief in her sanctity. While 
gathered. T he next Process will judge our devotion to her now is our own 
on the merits of the case. This is ac- personal privilege, we humbly submit 
complished by the discussion and votes our judgment to Holy Mother the 
taken by the members of three assem- Church to declare her a Saint. 

The Mocher Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscrip:ions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

SEND ORDERS FOR BOOKS AND LITERATURE TO MOTHER SETON GUILD, EMMITSBURG, MD. 


