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December 26, 1800 
DEAR JuuA: 

The Philadelphia paper announced to us this morning 
rhat my Julia is in sorrow, which added to the severe 
indisposition you have before suffered, will, I fear, prove 
too much for the little frame, weakened and debilitated 
as you described 1r to me. Dear, dear Julia, what would 
I give to be with you at this time, to hold your head and 
wipe away your tears-I might say to mingle mine, for, 
indeed, independent of the sympathy of affection, I have 
cause to sigh and weep from Monday to Saturday. And 
yet viewing this world but as the passage to my home it 
all goes by. I have this last week watched and attended 
the street door to keep out the sheriff's officers with as 
cheerful a countenance as ever you saw me with. And 
have given up my list to the commissioners of bankruptcy 
of all we possess, even to ours and the children's clothing. 

T HE year 1800 was hard on the 
Serons; harder years were to follow. 
On January 3, 1800, Mrs. Seton 

wrote to her childhood companion, Mrs. 
Julia Scott, who was always her loyal, de
voted and affectionate friend. 

M y dearest Julia: 
I write only to wish you a happy New 

Year and to tell you, if the news of our 
misfortunes has reached you, that you must 
do as I do: Hope for the best. 

M y Seton is in distress of mind scarcely 
to be imagined; partly from the shock he 
has received, which was altogether unex
pected, and partly from his personal honor 
and the satisfaction of his friends. The di
rectors of the banks and all the principal 
merchants, even those who were concerned 
with him, recommended and strongly ad
vised his suspension of payments as soon 
as he had received Mr. Mairland's letters. 
You may suppose how much it has cost 
him, both in mortification and the uncer
tainty of the event .... 

Heaven grant you all a happy century, 
if it is but a happy one. 

If you did not know me, you would say my friend is 
boasting. No, dearest, that is not the meaning. Only try 
and use your powers of exertion also, and do not let 
unavailing reflections overpower the strength and fortitude 
I know you possess. But nature will have her struggle, 
and I pray to heaven to restore you peace. 

Write to me as soon as you can. Tell me what arrange
ment your mother makes; whether she will live with you, 
and how she supports the trial she has undergone. Keep 
up your spirits, my friend, if possible. Do not be uneasy 
about my Seton. I have him safe and all to myself. They 
have taken away the key of his compting house and the 
commissioners protect him for the present. Your little 
angel daughter is his greatest amusement and is really 
the comfort of us all. The darlings are all well. Remember 
me to yours, and be assured of the affection of 

Yours, E. A. SETON. 

So the messages to Julia fiarrated the 
series of events that brought complete dis
aster upon the Seton mercantile interests. 
During the year 1800, she wrote that Seton 
could not leave his creditors and that he 
was threatened with prison if he did not 
pay his debts. On December 7, she penned 
to Julia," ... figure to yourself Mr. Garret 
Kittler, sitting in our library, taking in
ventory of our furniture, goods, etc." 

With the letter of December 26, the 
background for 1800 is completed. The year 
was saddened by the trend of events but 
brightened by the indomitable spirit of 
Mother Seton. 

To accept the trials and tribulations of 
life with true resignation to God's will is 
a rare virtue, which becomes heroic when 
sufferings are accepted with the spirit of 
Mother Seton. We must not suppose that 
she did not suffer, for her tears were abun
dant. Nor must we conclude that it was 
easy for her to condition her soul to com
plete abandonment to God's Holy Will. 
This was a difficult struggle and a constant 

(Continued on Page 3) 



PAGE Two 

J\pn.atnUr Jnntulattnn 
FoR THE CAUSE OF 

CANONIZATION 

OF THE SERVANT OF Goo 

Elii ahrtq Ann .§rtnn 
F oundress of the 

SISTERS OF CHARITY 

IN AMERICA 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN DECEMBER, 1957 

I wish to treat here of a favor pre- hopeful we are of our prayers being 
sented by Mrs. K. - - of Ridgefield, answered. 
N. J. It is consoling by reason of the All this is well and good, but when 
grace granted and it is interesting by we wish to help canonize Mother Seton, 
reason of the concrete example it gives we come face to face with a definite 
of what happens when prayers are di- challenge demanded by the Church 
rected to more than one mediatrix. whereby the miracle be performed 

Mrs. K. writes: "I wanted a family through rbe intercession of Mother Se-
more than anything in rbe world." ton and Mother Seton alone. If we are 
When the happy signs of the blessed afraid of the challenge, it means that 
event came, a Sister of Charity in Engle- our trust in Mother Seton is very 
wood gave her a prayer to Morber Seton limited. If we fear to meet the challenge 
for Expectant Mothers and the Sisters until after she is declared Venerable, 
prayed with her for a safe delivery. then at this moment our faith in her is 

His EMINENCE In the third month of pregnancy, very weak. However if we accept the 
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Prefect of the tumor which was analyzed as malignant. definitely prove to rbe Church her fame 
Sacred Congregation of Rites This demanded an immediate operation of sanctity. Such miracles will be rbe 
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by which the whole left breast was re- means of raising her to the honors of 
moved. the Altar. 

Mrs. K. was terribly upset and 
shocked but her greatest fear was the 
loss of the child, especially during the 
two weeks the doctor could not hear the 
fetal heart beat. Despite all rbese ob
stacles, on December 10, a healthy baby 
boy was born. She writes, "He is con
sidered a miracle baby, but he is referred 

• to as Morber Seton's baby." 
During these critical months the Sis

ters of Charity had begged God through 
the intercesstion of Morber Seton to save 
both morber and child. At rbe same time, 
the Passionist Nuns in Pittsburgh 
stormed heaven for the same petition 
through the intercession of a certain 
Mother Margaret Mary. 

In the event that this case could be 
considered a miracle which would merit 
investigation, it would be immediately 
discarded as worthless for rbe process of 

Chambersburg, Pa.-
About a year ago my cousin's wife in 

Nebraska had cancer, which she had 
had for some years. Ir suddenly ap
peared as a lump on her forehead. She 
had taken 5 X-ray treatments which were 
not effective. I sent her a relic and a 
prayer to Mother Seton. Some weeks 
later she wrote the lump had disap
peared and she was able to go to the 
West Coast to see her son and twin boys. 
After she returned home in July she be
came very ill and died in October. I 
promised if the lump would go from 
her forehead and she could make the 
trip to the West Coast to see her twin 
grandsons, chat I would make a visit to 
visit Mother Seton's tomb and thank her, 
which I did.- (A. G.) 
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was responsible for the favor. 
Yet the blessings granted to Mrs. K. 

are great. T o her it matters litcle 
whether the response came through the 
intercession of Morber Seton or of the 
Passionist Nun or of both combined. 
God granted her heart's desire (and in 
this favor we share in her joys), but 
the case emphasizes the necessity of 
praying only to Mother Seton. 

When a house is on fire, who does 
not yell for help? The more who join 
the bucket brigade, the greater is our 
hope to put out rbe blaze. So in a 
critical illness, we call upon God, the 
Giver of all blessings, our Blessed 
Mother, rbe Mediatrix of all graces, 
and upon many of the saints to help 
us in our distress. It is very natural to 
feel chat the more intercessors we have 
before the throne of grace, rbe more 

Enclosed is a donation of $5.00 as a 
Thanksgiving gift for a favor received. 
Would like it published if you wish. My 
son and wife finally found a home suit
able for their family and seven children. 
-(Mrs. M. E.) 

Detroit, Mich.-
I wish to publicly offer my heartfelt 

thanks to Mother Seton who, within 24 
hours from the first time I prayed to 
her, granted me an almost impossible 
request rn a most unbelievable manner. 
-(Miss M. H.) 

Philadelphia, Pa.-
The enclosed donation to the Morber 

Seton Guild is from a Jewish physician 
in gratitude for a special blessing pro
cured to my prayers to Mocher Seton.-
(M rs. K. J. T.) 
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process. In a message to Julia, she wrote, 
"Yes, my dear little soul, you must 
learn the severe lesson of submission, and 
chat once gained, all tbat follows be
comes easy." 

Tbe letters to Julia Scott mirror tbe 
soul of Mother Seton and reveal her 
principles of submission to the decrees 
of Providence. Her own thoughts are 
precious: 

"Let these bours of affiiction lay a 
foundation of future enjoyment, and 
let tbe same Hand which gave the blow 
hea l and embalm it." 

"Human life and sorrow are in

separable." 
"But the merciful Conductor of all 

mixes the sweet with the bitter; and 
whenever the evil has most force, He 
throws the veil of peace over the soul 
chat confides in Him." 

"I have a perfect reliance on Superior 
Providence, or my spirits would be un
equal to the task of supporting our 
present tribulations." 

In later years when Mother Seton wrote 
her DEAR REMEMBRANCES, recall
ing those sad days, she reveals her spirit: 

"D elight in packing up all our val
uables to be sold: enjoying the adieu to 
each article to be mine no more. Thou
sand secret hopes in God of separation 
from the world." 

The more the human will is infused 
into die Divine Will, the greater is the 
soul's peace and happiness. During her 
whole life, Mother Seton strove to please 
God in all things. In time, her own will 
was so completely united with the Divine 

MOTHER SETON GUlLD BULLETIN 

The Wreath of Christmas Joy Around 
the Thorn y Cross of Tribulation. 

that never once did trials or sufferings 
cause her to waver in her trust of Provi
dence. Her happiness knew no bounds· 
but this peace and contentment did no; 
eliminate many heartaches and pains. 
She was so absorbed in the thoughts of 
E_ternity that life was only an earthly 
p1lgnmage to Paradise. 

Even in this life, the hope of reaching 
happmess can make sufferings 

11
. 

endurable. During the Hun-
garian revolt, the first man to 
attempt escape to Austria un
doubtedly set a pattern of vol
untary suffering in order to 
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achieve freedom. In his flight, he was 
stunned by a bullet in his arm, but 
ignored the blood as insignificant; he 
stumbled through a field of thorns and 
thistles, but forged ahead in spite of 
the discomfort; he swam the icy streams, 
but gritted his teeth and reached the 
distant shore. Later, in a little hideaway 
cabin, wrapped in blankets, his wounds 
treated, he rejoiced that he had reached 
freedom. The bliss of promised liberty 
turned all his sufferings into a joy. 

How much more can the anticipation 
of everlasting happiness in Heaven turn 
our earthly sorrows into delight! 

So it was with this spirit that the 
Serons enjoyed the Christmas of 1800. 
We can be sure that they attended the 
services at Trinity Church on Wall 
Street. The children played with the gifts 
brought by their grandfather, Dr. Bailey, 
whom we can picture singing to the 
joyous Christmas hymns played by his 
daughter, Betty. Mr. William Seton 
found delight with little Katherine, then 
six months old. 

With the spirit of the Serons, the 
thorny cross of suffering was crowned 
with the holly wreath of joy, so that all 
the household was blessed with a 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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The Mother Seton Club founded by of their patroness, the Club has its own Club offers up all the good works of 
the Reverend Mother Claudia Glenn periods of reading and discussion so Catholic Action and then gives itself 
celebrates this year its twenty-fifth an- that d1e members themselves may be wholeheartedly to those activities that 
niversary. Our heartiest congratulations animated with love for her. Knowledge make Mother Seton better known and 
to the directors and members of th is loved. In this phase of action the Club 
splendid organization, which has covered is guided by the Vice Postulator and 
ilie years of its existence with a rich d).~ er-1~le/U!,H,ce each unit deals directly with the Central 
record in golden deeds. ~• Ofli.ce of the Mother Seton Guild. 

The members of iliis Club are the aJ P~ The Club has dramatized the life of 
students of the schools, academies, and Mother Seton in numerous plays to 

II d d b th S H ·11 The Fourteenth Conference of Mother co ege con ucte y e eton 1 great throngs in various cities. The units 
branch of Mother Seton's Daughters. Seton's Daughters was held at Seton see to it that Public Libraries have books 
It is devoted to Catholic Action and is Hall, Patchogue, 011 October 13· The on Mother Seton; sometimes they solicit 
d d. d M h S d h gracious hostess was the Reverend p l hi M h e 1cate to ot er eton an er astors so nat pamp ets on ot er 
C f C · ocher Stella Maria, Mnher Genera .....l..-;_ l , , L ... 1. ause o anOl'frzatrm-r--------- ......, ......,.-'--'.-':""""'~_......,.,,....,_":'_......,....._..,,_.,w...,,_~_,....,...,-":'_ -t'51".'turr--n,ra, ._,oe. ;_,, tie c11urc11 rac,-.~.-v-- - ---

the Halifax branch of ,he Sisters of CATHOLIC ACTION distribute prayer cards, literature, relics, 
Charity founded by Mother Seton. His d h l d I 

Anyone who has read the annual re- II h d an w atever artic es may raw a sou 

P
orts of d1e various units wiiliin ilie Exce ency, Rig t Reveren John M . toward Mother Seton. 

McNamara, D.D., presided. 
Club would find it dif!icult to add a Unfortunately due to illness the Vice Because the Club is aware of the 
phase of Cailiolic Action not listed in Postulator could not attend . In his merits of the BuLLETIN as one of the 
the long litany of their good works. message to the Members of the Con- best means of promoting ilie Cause, the 
Within the limits of the parish, local ference, he stressed the necessity of pro- members have been most generous in 
interests are cared for: the old folks mating a wide distribution of the their efforts to subscribe themselves and 
of the Little Sisters of ilie Poor are MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN, as to procure new subscriptions. Different 
entertained, the sick are consoled, and the best means of sustaining interest in units have often sent in donations to 
the needy are helped. The combined the Cause. help the Guild in its noble works in 
efforts of the units go beyond parochial It is regretted that at the time this behalf of the Cause. 
lines and diocesan borders to help those issue of the BULLETIN went to press, The spirit of the Club reflects the 
in fields afar, by aiding a Seminarian we had not received the report of the love of Mother Claudia for Mother 
in the Philippines or buying new vest- Conference; hence we are deprived of Seton in a love which is eloquently 
ments made in Hungary for a priest the pleasure of mentioning those who manifested by her heroic efforts, con-
in Alabama. graced the Conference and any news of vinced as she is that the Saintly Found-

MOTHER SETON 

All the activities are offered to God 
for the glorification of Mother Seton. 
Those who are benefited by the benev
olence of the Club are made to know 
Mother Seton; however before trying to 
acquaint others with the life and virtues 

special interest. ress of the Sisters of Charity in Amer
ica need only be known to be loved. 

itself can bear little fruit without God's 
blessings, so that one of the essential 
parts of ilie Club's program is prayer. 

~ntqrr ~rtnn ~uilh 
1Entmit.aburg .. dlhtrylanll 

Form 3547 Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is ilie oflicial organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but tl1eir 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON G u1LD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

For the Cause of Mother Seton, the 

God bless the Mocher Seton Club, 
and with a prayer that its good works 
increase witl1 the years, we add our 
ardent felicitations on this occasion of 
its Silver Jubilee. 

A ~lrs.arh auh a fWlrrry '1lqristma.a to All 


