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TO A Catholic who comes 
across the name of 

Mother Elizabeth Bayley 
Seton for the first time the 
title Mother might, perhaps, 
connote the Directress of 
some Religious Institution. 
To a non-Catholic it most 
probably would mean the 
mother of a family. Mother 
Seton was both of these and 
much more. Surely she must 
have been under the direct 
patronage of the Holy 
Mother of God, whose pure 
and Immaculate Heart is 
so filled with loving under
standing for each of us, for 
Elizabeth Seton's heart was 
full of love-Mother love. 

which Dr . . B.yley wrote on 
yellow fever in the "Mon
itor." It was considered "the 
best thing written on the 
subject." 

She sent him inspirational 
poems and gay little ac
counts of her day-to-day life 
written in such a humor as to 
make him smile. How that 
bored, cynical physician must 
have enjoyed them, for he 
knew his Elizabeth as a 
daughter not only of his 
flesh but of his very spirit! 
Who could know better than 
he that she had inherited tne 
heady temper and rash dis
position that he called his 
own? What he could not 
know was that this very dis
position, sparked as it was 
with a deep spirituality for 
which he could claim scant 
credit, was to produce a 
mother love which would 
leave its mark on future gen
erations. Mocher Elizabeth 
Bayley Seton, the Mother 
of countless daughters. 

In her case it took on 
many aspects. As a mother
less child she mothered her 
father and continued to do 
so until his death in spite 
of the criticism and jealousy 
of her relatives. One can 
deduce indirectly from her 
wrmngs that there were 
raised eyebrows and heavy 
disapproval each time she 
returned to her father's 
home on Staten Island, 
whether to regain her 
strength after the birth of 
a child or to act as hostess 
for him. (She reports that 
once she poured so many 
dishes of tea for his friends 

.. . Mother instinct was paramount 
in her warm and generous nature . ... 

Elizabeth was born and 
grew up in a comfortable 
background of servants, 
good food and exciting 
company, so that she was 
hardly aware of the mechan
ics of housekeeping. She 
was only aware of a little 
sister who was even more 

that her arms ached.) Her mothering of him did not change 
after her marriage-rather one can sense an extra perception 
and understanding which flowered simultaneously with her love 
for William, whom she found she must mother too. Time and 
again after her marriage she did her utmost to ease her father's 
heavy cares in such small ways as were open to her. She wrote 
him endearing little notes or relayed to him the compliments 
of some eminent physician. Mrs. Annabelle Melville relates this 
in her book (Elizabeth Bayley Seton) concerning an article 

bewildered than she. That great heart of hers was kept busy 
trying to comfort her baby sister at night when they were 
tucked away in their great bed and trying to please her father 
whenever he came back to the island from the city. It is un
fortunate that he did not come too often, and unfortunate too, 
from one viewpoint, that he married so shortly after his first 
wife's death. This was natural and proper in his day, nor could 
he be criticized, but it was hard on such as Elizabeth. 

We will never know just when that (Continued on Page 4) 
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NEw YoRK-A little boy being op
erated on for a serious heart ailment was 
on the table for five hours, during which 
period he suffered a stroke which com
pletely paralyzed his whole right side 
and deprived him of the sight of the 
right eye. For eight days he was in a coma. 
The Sisters and pupils of two schools 
began a novena of prayers to Mother 
Seton, asking her to plead with God for 
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bor gave us a relic of Mother Seton to 
place on the crib. After being critical 
for a long time, he finally rallied and 
was well again. The nurses called him 
the "Miracle Baby." They also told us 
that at night other patients would kneel 
by the crib to pray for their own sickness 
in the hope that they too would be 
well. (Mrs. M. P.) 

his cure. In the afternoon, a touched CHICAGO, lLL.-My youngest grand-
relic of Mother Seton was placed on him child was very ill at birth and for two 
by his mother, in the presence of his months was not expected to live. As my 
nurse. During the night the nurse, a non- daughter was living several thousand 

His EMINENCE Catholic, kept vigil. At 4 a.m., the little miles from me, I was quite worried. We 
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had been completely paralyzed. By the powerful intercession obtained for us this 
end of the novena he completely re- favor. Many times Mother Seton has 
gained consciousness, sight was restored answered our pleas for help. (Mrs. 
to his eye, and he could move his right E. W.) 
leg and arm. Six weeks later he was 
discharged from the hospital, his heart 
in perfect condition. He has since re
turned to school. 

NuTLEY, N. J.-I should like to re
port a tremendous favor. My brother 
had been away from the church for forty
five years. He had been married twice 
outside the church to non-Catholic 
women. Each wife died seven years 
apart, almost to the day; one on Febru
ary 18, 1947; the other on February 17, 
1954. All my endeavors in work of 
Mother Seton's Cause have been offered 
to her for his return to the Church. 

ORANGE, N. J .-My daughter was 
very ill with rheumatic fever. Every day 
I would rub the relic of Mother Seton 
on her legs. Within a few weeks my 
daughter was able to walk and today she 
is completely cured. (Mrs. J.) 

PITTSBURGH, PA.-My little girl was 
badly burned. Hers was a seventy-five per 
cent third degree burn. We prayed to 
Mother Seton and after eleven months in 
the hospital she has now returned home. 
The doctors and nurses were amazed at 
her recovery. (Mrs. M. D.) 

Every prayer has been offered for the EMMITSBURG, Mo.-A little girl, five 
same intention. I can thankfully say and one-half years old, had great dif-
that I have been praying to Mother ficulty walking because of tumors on 
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brother made a retreat in May, 1957, the ankle and extended to the knee, and 
at Manresa-on-the.Severn in Maryland, the doctors feared malignancy. The child's 
during which he went to confession and family and friends began a novena, going 
received Holy Communion. This great to Mother Seton's tomb every day, re-
favor makes me confident that God will citing the Rosary for her cure. The 
soon have our beloved Mother declared child was taken to the tomb in a stroller 
Blessed. (Sister F. G.) since she could not walk. About one 

CHICAGO, lLL.-My daughter-in-law, 
after a safe delivery, was suddenly found 
gasping for breath. A blood clot had 
lodged in her lung. I began praying most 
earnestly to Mother Seton that all would 
be well and, thanks be to God, my 
daughter-in-law is getting along fine. The 
blood clot dissolved. (Mrs. H. T.) 

BRONX, N. Y.-My nephew was 
brought to the hospital after staying 
in a convulsion for three hours. The 
nurses said he was "half-dead." A neigh-

month later X-rays showed that the 
tumor on the knee had disappeared 
and the swelling on the ankle had dimin
ished. (S. C.) 

SOUTH MouNTAIN, PA.-I am a 
young mother who has been battling 
tuberculosis for five years. None of the 
so-called miracle drugs helped me. I 
began saying the novena prayer to 
Mother Seton and soon afterwards my 
doctor tried a seldom used drug on me 
and I am improving steadily. Thanks to 
Mother Seton. (Mrs. C. M.) 
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In the quest for Miracles, prayer is 
an important factor. 

The article "The Cause Marches On" 
in the October issue of the MOTHER SE
TON GuILD BULLETIN stimulated interest 
in prayer, and among the many questions 
asked were these: "How must one pray 
to Mother Seton?" and "What formula 
of prayer is recommended?" 

The following is not a thesis on prayer, 
but only a few reflections on the subject 
of prayer to God through the interces
sion of Mother Seton. 

--The simple definition of prnyer is the 
uplifting of our minds and hearts to 
God-nothing could be more simple. 
A dear friend, a non-Catholic, remarked 
that she does not know how to pray, but 
it is her custom to refreshen her spirit 
by going to a Catholic church to sit 
down and talk to Our Lord for an hour. 
Without knowing it she is blessed with 
the grace of real prayer. 

Nothing impresses me more than the 
little story narrated by St. Francis de 
Sales, which you will find in the last 
chapter of "Introduction to the Devout 
Life." A mystic sought light from God 
to learn how to pray. After Mass one 
day, a heavenly voice told him, "Go into 
the church and you will find one who 
will teach you how to pray." He did so 
and found a man sitting in the last 
pew. In conversation the man revealed 
that he said nothing, but simply looked 
at Our Lord in the tabernacle and Our 
Lord looked at him. Cor ad Cor Loquitur 
is the Latin version of the language of 
love which means "heart speaketh to 

-hea: ." 
PRAYER CARDS 

There are many printed prayer cards, 
one kind appealing to the religious, an
other to the laity; but the one I feel 
that appeals most to Mother Seton is 
the prayer that comes from your own 
heart. 

Prayer cards and prayer books are use
ful because they raise our minds and 
hearts to higher consideration than our 
own hearts. In February, 1804, Mother 
Seton wrote from Italy about an incident 
that occurred to her: 

"A little prayer book of Mr. Filicchi 
was on the table, and I opened a little 
prayer of St. Bernard to the Blessed 
Virgin begging her to be our Mother. 
I said it to her with such a certainty 
that God would surely refuse nothing 
to H is Mother, that she could not help 
loving and pitying the poor soul He 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

By REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 

died for; that I felt really I had a 
mother whom you know my foolish heart 
so often lamented to have lost in early 
days. From the first remembrance of in
fancy, I have looked in all the plays 
of child11ood and wildness of youth to 
the clouds for my mother, and at the 
moment it seemed as if I had found 
more than her, even in tenderness and 
pity of a mother. So I cried myself to 
sleep on her heart." 

Thus, the prayer book served to bring 
Mother Seton closer to the Blessed 
Virgin. But formal prayer, from cards 
or books, was not her only inspiration. 
From her letters, we learn of her great 
love for spontaneous prayer. O n many 
occasions she composed her own words 
of praise and thanksgiving. 

HER O wN PRAYER 

To her the dignity of Motherhood was 
sacred, and she felt the full responsibility 

On November 14, the officials 
and consultors of the Sacred Con
gregation of Rites in solemn Ses
sion approved the Documentation 
of the Cause as presented by Very 
Rev. Ferdinando Antonelli, Rela
tore Generale of the Historical 
Section. This decision closed an
other Process and began the Process 
of Examination by the Promoter 
General of the Faith. 

of her children's spiritual and temporal 
welfa-re. When she consecrated them to 
God, did she thumb a prayerbook to 
find a suitable prayer for the act? No, 
she pleased God with the outpouring of 
her own sentiments in her own words. 
Referring to her unborn child, she ex
claimed: 

"My God, it is Thine. Accept it 
henceforth and shield it forever. The 
day will come when it will cry out to 
Thee, in humble confidence, 'Hear my 
cry, Thou who has been my God from 
my mother's womb.' '' 
On the voyage across the sea, while 

she attended her sick husband, she 
needed strength from the Holy Spirit; 
so she prayed her own prayer: 

"0 my God! Imprint it on my soul 
with the strength of the Holy Spirit 
that, by His grace supported and de-
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fended, I may never more forget that 
Thou art my all, and that I cannot 
be received in Thy heavenly kingdom 
without a pure and faithful heart 
supremely devoted to Thy holy will. 
Oh, keep me for the sake of Jesus 
Christ!" 
Prayer was her comfort and support 

-she wrote: " After prayers I read my 
little book of sermons, and became far 
more happy than I had been wretched. 
I went to bed at twelve, rose twice to 
pray and to help my poor William.'' 

In her sorrow at seeing her husband's 
debilitation, she formulated this prayer, 

"Heavenly Father, pity the weak 
and burdened souls of thy poor crea
tures who have not strength to look 
to Thee, and lift us from the dust 
for His sake, our resurrection and 
our life, Jesus Christ our adored Re
deemer." 
In the desperate days in the lazaretto 

at Leghorn, she found courage to write 
these words : 

"My Father and My God, who by 
the consoling voice of His word builds 
up the soul in hope, so as to free it 
even for hours of its encumbrance, 
confirming and strengthening it by the 
constant experience of his indulgent 
goodness, giving it a new life in Him, 
even while in the midst of pains and 
sufferings; sorrows sustaining, direct
ing, consoling and blessing through 
every changng scene of its pilgrimage, 
making His will its guide to tem
poral comfort and eternal glory. How 
shall the most unwearied diligence, the 
most cheerful compliance, the most 
humble resignation, ever enough ex
press my love, my joy, thanksgiving, 
and praise?" 
Without doubt the prayers written by 

Mother Seton could form a good sized 
book and how rich would be the col
lection! But after you had gathered them 
all together you would not use them, for 
you would have to learn to lift up your 
own heart and mind to heaven in yo11r 
own words. 

You must pray in your own words to 
God as your heavenly Father. 

You must pray in your own words to 
Jesus as your beloved Savior. 

You must pray in your own words to 
Mary Immaculate as your tender Mother, 
and 

You must pray in your own words to 
Mother Seton as your loyal, devoted and 
trusted friend. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
great love of hers went underground. Was she six when she 
was hurt for the first time? Was she ten or eleven when she 
realized chat her own private world could never be the same 
again? Or was the in her teens? No one can tell. But it can 
be established that sometime, somehow, she was forced to 
acknowledge to herself that her social position in her own 
father's house was supplanted by a stepmother, stepbrothers 
and stepsisters. 

Ir is very doubtful that there was any resentment on Eliza
beth's part when Charlotte took over in her mother's place. Her 
capacity for loving would make it almost automatic for her to 
accept this stepmother and to transfer to this woman a great 
part of all the love which she had to give. 

Elizabeth must have looked forward to her new mother once 
Dr. Bayley had cold her 
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this strange new mother. Her little sister was too young to care. 
The pity is that Elizabeth was coo, although she didn't know it. 

All she knew was that she had no mother and that mother
instinct was paramount in her warm and generous nature. She 
had transferred all the love char a girl child usually reserves 
for her dolls to her younger sister and to her father. 

Later in life, she was destined to transfer this great mother 
love to her sons and daughters in marriage and to her countless 
daughters in Charity. 

And so Elizabeth Bayley grew up on Staten Island, a green 
fertile place swept by brisk breezes which cooled the island in 
summer and tempered t!1e cold of a New York winter. There 
was excitement in living here in spite of the heartaches, for 
she could leave all turmoil behind her once she reached che 
serenity of the shore. H ere she could watch the gallant ships, 
fresh from their foreign ports as they sailed into the haven of the 
great harbor. And ch.ere were great coveys of birds to ob

serve, the ever pres
ent sea ulls scavengin 
over the water. There 
were del ica te wild flowers 
waiting in their abun
dance co be gathered in 
summer and picked care
fully in the fall in order 
co fashion dried bouquets. 
Elizabe:h grew in beauty 
in all of this surrounding 
natural beauty. To say 
that nothing evil could 
couch her would be incor
rec t. Bur with her great 
l earr and the perfect love 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
watching over her, this 
little Protestant girl might 
have been already formu 
lating the prayer which 
she related co Antonio 
Filicchi on O ctober 11, 
1804. " O h Lord, show 

riage. To her it must have 
meant a welcome change 
from going to bed with 
no one to hear her prayers 
but a careless servant; 
for her father's step on 
the stairs was an infre
quent occurrence between 
his hospital duties and 
his courtship of Char
lotte. She must have pre
pared in her child's way 
for that hour. One can 
see her sorting through 
her clothing and that of 
her sister, trying to choose 
just what would be fitting 
co wear when they re
ceived their new mother, 
both of chem growing 
and both anxious co make 
a good appearance. At 
least we can be sure that 
Elizabeth was serious 
about not embarrassing 
her father in front of 

Rev. John P. Manning, pastor of St . Leo's Church, Altoona, Pa., is shown me the way I shall walk 
presenting Miss Patricia Dycsko with one of the two national scholarship in. I give up my soul co 
awards in the essay contest, " Why a Catholic Education Is Important to Thee. Lord what would 

Me." Sister Rita Catherine, principal of St. Leo's school, loo~on. Thou have me co do?" 
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The Mocher Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GuILD BULLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

A ew Subsciber to the BuLLETI Is a New Friend of the Cause! 


