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Q N September 29, 1958, the Sisters of Charity of Saint 
Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey, inaugurated their 

centennial year which will close on September 29, 1959. 
The N ew Jersey Sisters of Charity preserve the link that 

binds all the branches with Mother Elizabeth Seton and her 
foundation at Emmitsburg. The story of toil, struggle and 
success which epitomizes the labors of the Sisters of Charity of 
Saint Elizabeth, under the guidance of the venerable Mother 
Mary Xavier Mehegan, is a firring sequel to the splendid record 
of zeal and conquest which marks the works of the Sis ters of 
Charity everywhere. 

The most sanguine of Mother Seton's followers could scarcely 
have dreamed of the 
works which her sue-
cessors were to ac
complish throughout 
the United States 
and Canada. The 
triumphs which have 
marked their labors 
are but substantial 
a n d incontestable 
proofs that it is 
God's work for 
which they have sup
plied the instruments. 

turning to the New York mother house at the expiration of five 
yea rs. The two sisters thus designated were Sister Mary Xavier 
Mehegan, who was in Newark, and who was to be appointed 
Mother Superior, and Sister Mary Catherine Nevin, who was in 
Paterson, who was to be Mother Assistant. The former had 
been 12 years and the latter eight years in the New York 
community. 

On September 29, 1859, the five young novices returned to 
Newark, and the first mother house of the Sisters of Charity in 
New Jersey was inaugurated. In less than one year Saint 
Mary's, as the first establishment was called, was wholly in
adequate for the increasing community. 

The New Jersey 
story begins with 
the creation of the 
Diocese of Newark 

ST. ELIZABETH'S, CONVENT, N. J. 

On July 2, 1860, 
having purchased 
the property from 
Seton Hall Callege, 
Mother Xavier and 
the greater number 
of the sisters moved 
from Newark to 
Madison and rook 
over what was to be 
their p e r m a n e n t 
mother house con
sisting of a frame 
building, a chapel 
and 40 acres of 
ground. Sister Mary 
Catherine and the 
remainder of the 

Mother House and College, Villa for the aged sisters in background. 

in 1853 and the appointment of its first bishop, The Most 
Reverend James Roosevelt Bayley, the nephew of Mother Seton. 

Bishop Bayley's interest in Catholic education determined 
him to give first place in his program of development to schools. 
His efforts to secure sisters from the Sisters of Charity in New 
York and elsewhere proving fruitless, the bishop decided to 
establish his own diocesan community. To this end he secured 
candidates from among his parishioners-five in number-and 
sent them to Cincinnati to Mother Margaret Cecelia George, 
formerly secretary to Mother Seton at Emmitsburg, for their 
novitiate. 

The Council of the Mount Saint Vincent community agreed 
to give the bishop two sisters then missioned in New Jersey to 
direct the infant community allowing them the option of re-

group stayed at Saint Mary's, 
subsidiary mission. 

Newark, which served as a 

On the journey from Newark to Madison Mother Xavier 
carried in her arms a small marble statue of Our Lady and in 
her pocket her worldly wealth, the sum of five dollars. 

The name of the new mother house, Saint Elizabeth's, was 
chosen primarily with a view to honoring the saint on whose 
feast the foundation was made-July 2, Saine Elizabeth, cousin 
of the Blessed Virgin; secondarily, to honor che saintly foundress 
of the Sisters of Charity in the United Scates, Mother Elizabeth 
Anne Bayley Seton. 

From 1867 to 1876 Monsignor Robert Seton, grandson of 
Mother Seton, was chaplain at Saint Elizabeth's. After several 
years of parish work, lecturing, and (Continued on Page 4) 
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The Trappist Monks have been most 
zealous in their prayers and sacrifices 
for the success of Mother Seton's Glori
fication. On a journey they often plan 
their itinerary so that they can visit 
Emmitsburg and pray at the tomb of 
Mother Seton. The following message 
speaks for their efforts to obtain favors 
and perhaps miracles for d1e Cause. The 
letter emphasizes the need for praying 
to Mother Seton alone in order to at
tribute credit for favors granted. The 
letter is here quoted in full: 

DEAR FATHER BURGIO: 

I thank you sincerely for the inv1tation 
to send in my intentions for a Novena of 
Masses preceding the Assumption. 

I am trying to do my little share to 
glorify Mother Seton as far as the law 
of enclosure permits. Last May, a friend 
of the Monastery was seriously sick in 
a hospital in Atlanta. Her life was 
despaired of and doctors gave her 48 
hours to live. The setup was perfect 
for a first-class miracle so I sent her 
a relic of Mother Seton and she im
proved at once. It is a miracle that she 
is alive today. However, the sisters in 
charge of the hospital saw the relic of 
Mother Seton and brought out tbe 
statue of their foundress and started 
praying to her. O f course, that spoiled 
Mother Seton's Cause, even if a miracle 
could be proven, but it gives me con
fidence that she is powerful over the 
heart of God and that, when the hour 
strikes, God will glorify His servant. 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 
FATHER M. LAWRENCE 

eau °' _M~ c~ 
DEAR FATHER BURGIO: 

I am so overwhelmed with gratitude 
to Mother Seton that I must pour out 
my sentiments of thanks for the many 
blessings she has favored us with. 

On May 30, 1957, my little daughter, 
Maureen, then two and one-half years 
of age, suffered by accident the ampu
tation of her thumb. The upper part of 
the thumb was severed from below the 
joint and it hung on by a thread of skin. 

I rushed to our family physician. That 
he should be home on his day off was a 
blessing. He ordered me to take tbe 
child to the hospital. He phoned an 
eminent surgeon, Dr. X, who said he 
would go immediately to St. Vincent's 
Hospital, Staten Island. 

The child was admitted to the hos
pital and immediately an interne made 
ready to clean the wound declaring that 
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it was the only thing left to do. A Sister 
of Charity intervened and requested 
nothing be done until the arrival of 
Dr. X. 

After an hour and a half of delicate 
surgery, Dr. X had put the thumb to
gether but gave no promises of success. 
After the operation we placed a touched 
relic of Mother Seton on the bandage 
of the thumb and kept it there. 

Within ten days after surgery the 
thumb turned completely black from 
dry gangrene. Dr. X treated it. During 
the period of a year, Dr. X slowly re
moved the gangrenous tissue, always 
finding healthy tissue beneatl1 it. The 
vital question during this removal process 
was : "How deep was the gangrene?" 

On Friday, May 30, 1958, the band
age was removed and the thumb had 
progressed sufficiently to make the dress
ing unnecessary. The thumb was healthy 
in appearance, slightly shorter than the 
other thumb and there were signs of nail 
growth near the tip. 

Three weeks later, however, the re
moval of a bit of bone beneath the tiny 
nail caused the enti re nail to come off. 
The Doctor now was not certain that 
the nail would return. 

In two months a new nail had grown 
and on last August first the bandage 
was no longer necessary. Now the child 
through medical skill has five fingers on 
each hand. 

But to Mother Seton's power of inter
cession we attribute chis blessing. When 
the accident occurred I prayed to her 
only for strength and resignation to bear 
the trial. Never in my wildest imagina
tion could I believe the possibility that 
the severed part would knit to the thumb. 
Mother Se-ron- ob-tained for me the forti
tude that she herself experienced in 
times of tribulation and she also blessed 
with success the surgery of Dr. X. 

My love for Motber Seton came 
gradually. When reading her biography 
I was impressed by the fact that she was 
a mother. This joined our hearts to
gether, for then I knew she understood 
the trials of a mother and relying upon 
her sympathy and prayers we became 
fast friends. 

For all these blessings and especially 
for spiritual graces I am eternally grate
ful to Mother Seton and shall do all in 
my power to promote her Cause of 
Canonization. My family is dedicated 
to Mocher Seton, who by her prayers 
before the throne of God has brought 
us closer to Jesus and Mary. 

Respectfully, 
MARY ENDRESS 
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Although the name of Mother Seton 
has long been familiar to me, it was not 
until I read her biography, "Mother 
Seton, Mother of Many Daughters," by 
Reverend Charles White chat I became 
zealously interested in her cause of 
Canonization. To be sure, I had prayed 
for this solemn event, and often asked 
Mother Seton to obtain favors for me, 
but it was not the close relationship 
that should exist between friends, one 
of whom has already been welcomed 
to the regions of eternal bliss, and the 
other, who still yearns for his final home. 
For is not a saint a friend of God, who 
now united with his Redeemer encour
ages his struggling brethren to rise to 
the same heights? 

Perhaps the most comforting bond 
between intimate friends is the percep
tion which enables them to gaze freely 
into each other's heart and understand 
the mysteries of its deepest recesses. 
Reading the account of Mother Seton's 
life helped me to understand this valiant 
woman. Thus I was drawn from the 
fringes of mere acquaintanceship into 
the circle of her friends. Here is no 
alabaster embodiment of perfection, no 
incredible figment of an author's fruit
ful imagination. Here is a flesh and 
blood woman who shed bitter tears of 
sorrow, who knew the throes of anxiety 
and self doubt, who wrestled with the 
meshes of our "frail mortality." But, in 
the end, her spirit soared above this 
world's shallow restrictions to join a 
triumphant chorus in everlasting paeans 
of joy and adoration. Here is a woman 
who patiently accepted the blows dealt 
her by the world, enduring adversity 
and grief with supreme trust in her 
Creator. Here is a woman who lived not 
in ages past, but in the days of our own 
Revolution; a woman who trod the paths 
of our own beloved America, perhaps 
breathed the very air we breathe. Here 
is no disinterested spectator at the drama 
of our lives. Here is a warm and sympa
thetic countrywoman, a saint of God, 
a friend. 

Among friends rhere is a "give and 
take" relationship. To pray for Mother 
Seton's canonization seems small return 
for the benefits received through her 
intercession. As an exalted saint, thou
sands will invoke her aid, and her ex
emplary life will lead many to Christ. 

What benefits have I myself received 
as a result of closer contact with Mother 
Seton? Undoubtedly, I was most im
pressed by the period of mental anguish 
in which Elizabeth Seton analyzed the 
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By MARYANNE FURIA 

tenets of the religion into which she 
had been born. During these critical 
months Elizabeth Seton experienced un
certainty and desperation such as few 
of us are obliged to undergo in our 
entire lifetime. By recalling the agony 
she suffered, I learn to regard my Faith 
with renewed gratitude. Is it possible 
ever to forget how precious a gift God 
has bestowed on me when I think of 
the torment in which Elizabeth Seton 
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MARY ANNE FURIA 

Maryanne Furia of Upper Darby, Pa. , is a 
Senior at Villa Maria Academy, Greer, Tree, 
Pa. She had the honor of winning Second 
Prize in the National Essay Contest spon
sored by the Catholic Press Association. 
Maryanne's essay was one of the r 5,500 entries 
from Catholic High Schools in 38 States. 
Maryanne has been an ardent devotee of 
Mother Seton and we welcome her article with 
grateful appreciation and we express our heart
iest congratulations on the honor she merited. 

11 111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

lived before embracing the Catholic 
religion? With all her heart and being 
Mother Seton desired the Faith which I 
effortlessly acquired at birth. How good 
is the Almighty Father to grant an un
deserving child the peace and confidence 
others must strive and struggle to obtain! 

Even while practicing her Protestant 
form of religion Elizabeth Seton realized 
the consolation Catholicity offers its 
children. In a letter to her sister-in-law, 
Rebecca, she writes some of the most 
memorable words in her correspondence, 
"I don't know how anybody can have 
trouble in this world who believe as these 
dear souls believe. If I don't believe it, 
it won't be want of praying. Why, they 
must be almost as happy as angels!" 

On "Sacrament Sunday" the Protes
tant Elizabeth Seton and Rebecca would 
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visit church after church to partake, as 
often as possible, of the "Lord's Supper." 
How unappreciative I feel, remembering 
cold mornings I reluctantly crawled out 
of bed to attend Mass. 

The pilgrimages of these fervent 
women to their barren churches teach 
me a greater value of the Blessed Sacra
ment. How often have I passed thought
lessly by a Catholic Church when I 
could have halted for a brief visit? Yet 
any moment of the day I can greet my 
Savior, behind Tabernacle doors eagerly 
awaiting me in a captivity of boundless 
love. Yes, I who have before me on the 
altars of my church, the Body and 
Blood, the physical as well as spiritual 
presence of my Lord, frequently neglect 
to pay Him homage. 

A third lesson to be drawn from 
Mother Seton's life is her detachment 
from the things of this world. "Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven." How truly Eliz
abetl1 Seton lived these words. A young 
heiress accustomed to wealth, she un
murmuringly watched the fortunes of 
her husband decline with unfailing trust 
in divine Providence. With complete 
resignation she gave her beloved father 
to the mercy of God. Soon afterward 
she parted with her husband after a 
heart-rending and lingering illness. While 
yet trying to suppress her grief at Wil
liam Seton's demise, she returned to 
New York and was present at the death 
of her "soul's sister," Rebecca. Separation 
from those she believed her friends fol
lowed when Elizabeth Seton was received 
into the Catholic Church. In the twilight 
of her life, Mother Seton with holy joy 
witnessed the death-scenes of her daugh
ters. Having long been shorn of material 
possessions, she now surrendered to God 
her two dearest treasures. 

Finally, of what benefit would be 
Mother Seton's canonization to the 
church? Recognition of Elizabeth Seton's 
sanctity will inspire those on earth to 
imitate her virtues. By acknowledging 
the crown of sainthood as her reward, 
we acknowledge perpetual bliss to be 
the final end of all who love and faith
fully serve God. In venerating and lov
ing Elizabeth Bayley Seton we thereby 
love and glorify the God Who was her 
All. Thereby we praise Him Who called 
His servant to dwell forever with Him 
in the realms of the blessed. For these 
reasons I am determined to do my share 
to help canonize Mother -Seton, my 
friend, and the friend of all who solicit 
her aid. 
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p~ oiJ Ute ea,ude 
To keep the members of d1e Guild 

abreast with the progress of the Cause 
I am delighted to inform you that the 
Process is now in the hands of the 
Promoter General of the Faith. By 
virtue of his office he must seriously and 
critically examine all the Documentation 
of the Cause and render a report on 
any flaws he may find. 

It is our fond hope iliac before the 
end of this year the first Assembly will 
take place. 

There will be three Assemblies and if 
a favorable vote is obtained, His Holiness 
will issue the declaration of Venerable. 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

On the occasion of their Centennial 
Year we extend to the New Jersey 
Branch of Mother Seton's daughters 
our heartiest congratulations and ex
press our most grateful appreciation 
for their constant, heroic and generous 
cooperation to promote the Canoniza
tion of their Venerated Foundress, 
Mother Seton. 

REV. SALVATOR M. BURGIO, C.M. 
Vice Postulator 

I c:, 
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(Con tinued from Page 1) 
travel he returned to Convent Station to 
live out his remaining years until his 
dead1 in March, 1927. 

The mustard seed planted by seven 
young women in poverty and suffering 
has grown to a mighty tree. In the edu
cational annals of ilie United States, 
the feeble efforts of the founders of a 
hundred years ago have been glorified 
not only in the development of parochial 
schools and academies, but also in the 
establishment of the College of Saint 
Elizabeth. The inscicucions of charity 
include seven hospitals, a home for 
foundlings, a home for the aged, and 
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Each Assembly will consist of 24 
scholar and ,1bout 10 Cardinals. Each 
will have to render his own report and 
verdict on the merits of the case. Each 
will study critically the Documentation 
of the Cause, all the objections launched 
by the Promoter General of d1e Faiili, 
and the replies made by the Advocates 
of the Cause. 

The truth is that Mother Seton is 
just as powerful now as she ever will be, 
even after her Canonization. There will 
be no change in her heavenly intercession 
after the declaration of Venerable; ilie 
change__will be in 0_11r elve W ey,ilJ be
come more confident in her then, so we 
will be more zealous in appealing to her 
for favors. But this very fact emphasizes 
our present lack of confidence in her as 
mediarrix. Since the Church places no 
limits on private devotion, great will be 
the graces if we pray to her now as we 
would after her glorification. 

orphana~. -~- ___ _ 
Mother Xavier's work grew and pros-

Up to the time of d1e first Assembly 
all the years of investigation have been 
spent in the gathering of facts. The first 
As-eembly begins ilie judgment of the 
merits of the case; however, only the 
Holy Father Himself will give d1e final 
decision which will crown Mother Seton 
with the title of Venerable. 

Wiiliout the crucifixion on Calvary 
there would be no joy of Easter; without 
the sufferings of Moilier Seton there 
would be no Cause for us to espouse. 
Only by expending our energies in both 
spiritual and material cooperation can 
we make d1e Church crown her with the 
aureole of sanctity and we claim her as 
"Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton." 

pered in a way iliac human foresight 
did not dream possible. 

Ac her deaili in 1915 at d1e age of 
91, 69 years of which had been spent 
in the religious life and 56 as Mother 
General of her foundation, her com
munity numbered 1,200 sisters staffing 
94 missions in New Jersey, New York, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

There have been seven successors to 
Mother Xavier. The seventh and present 
Mother General is Reverend Mother 
Ellen Marie McCauley who directs over 
1,700 professed sisters on over 100 mis
sions, now including the Virgin Islands 
and Florida. 

What concerns Rome is the lack of 
miracles. Since only miracles can advance 
Mother Seton to Beatification, I have 
been urged to greater efforts for these 
graces; otherwise, after the declaration of 
Venerable, the Cause will be at a standstill. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS! 

It has been often expressed that bet
ter efforts will be made after Mother 
Seton becomes Venerable and that 
miracles will be forilicoming soon after 
the pronouncement is made. 

:!lntqrr ~rtnu O,uilh 
1Emmitaburg . .£1Lllarylattb 
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