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St. Joseph's Celebrates 150 Years 
Ir was a memorable occasion as the richly robed representa

tives of sixty-eight Colleges and Universities marched down the 
aisle of De Paul auditorium, St. Joseph College, Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, on March 14, 1959. One hundred and fifty years 
earlier Elizabeth Seton and her band of four loyal friends had 
arrived at the scene of this Convocation after a four-day trip 
from Baltimore in their rickety wagon. In this Anniversary Year 
her daughters were cele
brating the occasion by be
stowing an Honorary Doc
tor of Laws Degree on the 
First Lady of the Land, 
Mrs. Dwight D. Eisen
hower. 

A hum of excitement 
filled the auditorium as 
President Eisenhower in 
black cap and gown was 
recognized walking behind 
his wife. The 1,200 stu
dents, alumnae, educators 
and guests applauded vo
ciferously as he escorted 
his wife to the stage. 

The Welcome 

distinguished for virtue, failed to offer to the young girls under 
her charge the womanly ideal then extant in the First Lady of 
the Land. This devoted wife and mother gave to the people of 
her time the warm memory, still recalled, of cheerful deference, 
staunch loyalty, unfailing devotion. The domestic life of the 
President and his Lady pictured the harmony and happiness to 
be expected when morally stable, mature persons mutually esteem 

and respect each other. 
From that home, as from 
a center, radiated good
will and gracious hospi
tality." 

As a purple hood was 
bestowed on Mrs. Eisen
hower the audience re
sponded enthusiastically. In 
her citation, Sister Rose
mary, Dean of Studies, 
noted that Mrs. Eisenhower 
personifies to an eminent 
degree the ancient adage 
that in the background of 
every s u c c e s s f u I man, 
stands a woman. The cita
tion read in part: 

In her welcoming ad
dress, Sister Hilda Glea
son, President of the Col
lege, referred to the fact 
that James Madison, Father 
of the Constitution, was 
entering upon his office as 
fourth President of the 
Un i t e d States when 
Mother Seton and the first 
Faculty came to this Val

The President and Mrs. Eisenhower with Sister Hilda, President of St. 
Joseph College, Emmitsburg, and Miss Alice R. May, Catholic Charities, 
Baltimore, at the Convocation honoring the First Lady and Miss May. 

"Today, in a world woe
fully wanting in feminine 
and matrimonial idealism, 
St. Joseph College wel
comes Mamie Doud Eisen
hower and rejoices to pay 
its tribute to her staunch 
fidelity to the Christian 
ideals of womanhood and 
marriage, exemplified in 
her devoted role of under-

ley. President Madison was a profound scholar who was noted 
for religious tolerance. He clearly recognized education as the 
only true foundation of civil liberty, and the one guarantee of 
its welfare and stability. In an epoch when formal schooling for 
women was a moot question, he pointed out : 

"The capacity of the female mind for the highest education 
cannot be doubted having been sufliciencly illustrated by works 
of genius, of erudition and of science; that capacity carries with 
it the right ... to such an education." 

Ir is to be presumed that the qualities of mind and heart of 
his charming consort, Dolly Payne Madison, impressed upon him 
chis conviction. Sister Hilda went on: 

"It can hardly be thought that Mother Seton, whose method 
of instruction drew largely on contemporary examples of chose 

standing wife and mother." 
The President Replies 

To the delight of the guests President Eisenhower replied in 
behalf of Mrs. Eisenhower: 

"Today I am part of her b1ckground, and I can tell you in 
her behalf that this is one of the most memorable events in our 
lives. I know so well how deep has been her emotion in receiving 
the honorary doctorate that could she have finally made up her 
mind to speak she would have done so." 

The visit to St. Joseph College caused the President to recall 
the occasion of his motor trip from Washington to Gettysburg, 
following his heart am.ck in 1955. "Three years ago she (Mrs. 
Eisenhower) was bringing me along with my doctor from D enver 
to the farm at Gettysburg for recuperation. (Cont'd on Page 4) 
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FAVOR§ At\CK 
TUCSON, ARIZONA- Philip G., 

my brother, who was twenty-five years of 
age, entered St. Mary's H ospital, Tucson, 
on July 7, 1941, with a bowel obstruction 
and hypertrophy of all joints, under the 
care of D r. Edward J. Gotthelf, Jr., and 
D r. Hicks; Registered Nurses M. Cherry, 
A. O 'Brien, R. McMurtry and M. Har
din. 

H is condition became so critical that 
they could not operate. D r. Gotthelf was 
of the opinion that death would ensue, 
and asked permission to perform an 
autopsy. We said prayers to Mother 
Seton and he was anointed. 

Peristalsis started, his bowels opened, 
an e recovere . 

Dr. Gotthelf attributed his recovery 
to "Nothing but a miracle." 

(Signed) MRs. H. W. HAZELTINE 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
After eight years of marriage we have 
been blessed with a fine son. We lost two 
babies and had a hydrocephalic child 
that only lived a short time. 

We prayed to Mother Seton daily 
throughout this pregnancy and feel that 
it was through her intercession that we 
have our fine healthy baby. 

MRS. L.A.D. 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
-After a thumb was injured and cal
cium formed about the joint, I decided 
to leave its cure entirely to Mother Seton. 
I would do nothing except rub it during 
the Novena. 

This was terribly painful. I often 
feared I should not touch it, but I con
tinued to do so. In a few months all 
traces of loose particles had disappeared. 

- 10 ay it is compete y ree rom pam. 
S.M.J. 

SO MERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
-We were married in May, 1951, and 
in March, 1952, I gave birch to a lovely 
baby boy. However, between April, 195 3, 
and April, 1956, I miscarried four times, 
in spite of novenas to various Saints. In 
August, 1957, I gave birth to a healthy 
baby girl and again we were overjoyed. 

In August, 1958, I ran into trouble 
during my third month of pregnancy and 
twice within a matter of weeks. Sister 
Maria Andrea, a Sister of Charity of 
Halifax, sent me Mother Seton's Prayer 
which I said faithfully every day. I was 
confined to bed after the second release 
from the hospital. My prayer was that 
I could pass the thirty-second week. 

O n January 7, 1959, just thirty-two 
weeks later, I was rushed to the hospital 
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OWLEDGED 
for a Caesarian Section. I gave birch to 
twins: a girl, 3 lbs. 4 oz.; a boy, 3 lbs. 
5 oz. The doctors didn't hold out any 
hope for them. However, thanks to the 
Good Lord and Mother Seton my twins 
are doing fine and I am enjoying good 
health again. I will never part with my 
copy of Mother Seton's Prayer. To my 
way of thinking, she should become a 
Patron of Mothers. MRs. E.D.G. 

ELCO , PENNSYLVANIA-I sent 
my son to the bank with money to de
posit to cover checks I'd written. He 
mailed the checks but lost the money. 
Needless to say I was heartsick. I made 

1Ill retrace 1s steps, an w e e was 
gone I pleaded with Mother Seton to 
find the money for us. He came back 
without it. A few minutes later the tele
phone rang. A lady reported that her 
litcle child had found the money in the 
playground. The playground was full 
of children at the time, and the money 
would have been quite tempting. I feel 
that Mother Seton worked a miracle to 
bring the money back co us. 

MRS. E.M. 

SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA-A friend 
of mine who is a mother and a widow 
with four children to support, asked me 
to pray for her. She was badly in need 
of financial help. I promised her I would 
pray to Mother Seton and that I would 
bring her the story of her life. 

Today I called to see if I could take 
my friend the literature I had promised. 
She told me that she had finally rented 
one of the apartments in her house, and 
has a good prospect of renting the ocher. 
Mother Seton will never forget those 

1s om as 
MRS. C.T. 

PIKESVILLE, MARYLAND -
After a mild case of measles, Patricia C. 
fell into a coma following a series of 
convulsions outside a doctor's office. Her 
mother placed a relic of Mother Seton 
on the child and prayed for a complete 
recovery. The Sisters and children of the 
St. Charles School joined in prayer for 
the child. 

About the fifth day the fever abated 
and for the first time the litcle one 
opened her eyes. After a few weeks she 
began taking solid food and slowly be
gan to talk. To the amazement of the 
doctor, about a week later the child 
began a rapid recovery. The doctor stated 
that a child with a similar case of en
cephalitis had died as a result of the 
same disease. 
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1809 1959 
BY MRS. ANNABELLE M. MELVILLE 

In the spring of the year, for spring comes early and with 
beauty to the Valley, cavalcades of notables approached the long 
and lovely Avenue leading to Saint Joseph College. The occasion 
was the first convocation of honor in the sesquicentennial year 
of the founding of that institution, and the First Lady of the 
Land, Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower, was first lady of the oc
casion. Guests of the college arrived by highways made broad 
and smooth by all the ingenuity of twentieth century engineering 
skills; they arrived in vehicles whose speed would have astounded 
an earlier century. One illustrious guest, indeed, was more ac
customed to helicopter modes of travel than to earthbound 
progress. The beautiful build
ings through which the guests 
screamed were w a r m and 
brightly illuminated; hospi
tality proffered by the Daugh
ters of Charity was eased by 
the countless devices of an 
electric age. Comfort, if in
deed not luxury, was prevalent 
everywhere. 

What a far cry was every 
aspect of that scene from the 
first prospects of the foundress 
and her little band of pioneers 
who laid the cornerstone of 
that progress. The journeys 
from Baltimore, or Washing
ton, in 1809 could never have 
been made in one day. As a 
matter of fact, when Elizabeth 
Seton set out for Emmitsburg 
on the feast of St. Aloysius 
in June the route became 
speedily rougher as her retinue 
left Reisterstown. Even six 
years later John Dubois was 
still petitioning for "a turn
pike road to be made between 
Westminster and Emmits
burg." The women were 
forced to spend the night in 
the former town, and Mother 
Seton wrote back to Balti
more, "We are so far safe tho' our progress is so much slower 
than you expected. Your turnpike is to be sure a very rough one, 
and we were obliged to walk the horses all the way." 

Crowded Quarters 
The little Stone House where the women first stayed was an 

unbelievable contrast to the spacious campus of 1959. Sixteen 
people occupied four rooms, two upstairs and two down, with 
one of the smaller rooms used as a temporary chapel. The up
stairs was really a garret where winter snow would sift over the 
sleeping women on the floor, since the two cots were usually 
given to the sick sisters of the community. There was no pump, 
even, inside the house; water for drinking came from a spring, 
while washing was carried to Toms Creek and scrubbed in tubs 
set up under the trees. How many of the present generation of 
Saint Joseph girls, I wonder, think of that bygone scene when 
chey stroll down to the creek these days, to enjoy the charming 
vista of the bridge, the willows sweeping the placid water, the 

spacious pavilion where lavish picnic suppers are spread for their 
enjoyment? Their washing is done in automatic laundries and 
their drinking requires only the push of a button in the handy 
fountains so conveniently located! As they stroll the gently roll
ing lawns and wide paved walks, do they ever picture the muddy 
ploughed grounds of those days so long ago? 

Physical progress is, of course, fascinating to contemplate. 
Mere statistics tell an impressive story. The number of large 
buildings today, the elegant chapel, the hundreds of students 
who rove the corridors of the college and campus school foun
dations testify to the marvelous growth in numbers of sisters 

and novices on the Central 
House side. The religious 
women, who now wear blue 
instead of black, do not walk 
beside their horses or ride a 
springless wagon; they speed 
ef!iciently to their varied labors 
in little cars of European ori
gin or larger ones of Ameri
can make. Their correspond
ence is notably lightened by 
telephone, t e 1 e g r a p h, and 
cable. Like the President who 
graced their halls lately, they 
too are often airborne when 
they travel to more distant 
scenes. 

Spirit Unchanged 
Yet, in the spiritual and 

intellectual realm the years 
were less conducive to change; 
certain values never change. 
And the marks of the insti
tution which conferred that 
honorary degree in 1959 were 
already clear and strong while 
Mother Seton herself still pre
sided over the nascent educa
tional center. A twentieth 
century girl could echo in full 
truth the comment of a pupil 
more than a century ago, who 
exclaimed, "St. Joseph's, the 

blest abode of innocence and virtue. . . . How vividly does 
it differ from this corrupt world. . .. How easy to be good 
where we have good examples before us and where everyone 
is inciting us to piety." 

The school had, too, in Mother Seton's time connection with 
the .finest feminine society. Women like the Baronesse Hyde de 
Neuville, Madame Jerome Bonaparte, the Caton sisters, those 
"Three American Graces," the Carrolls, and refined French 
society of Baltimore, all were interested in the school. English 
consuls sent their daughters there, as did noted architects and 
heroes of tl1e American Revolution. Yet the student body was 
never limited to aristocracy, and the poorest child was given as 
many opportunities as the most fortunate. 

In the area of curriculum, as well, a balance was always pre
served between more utilitarian and cultural offerings. Music, 
languages, and other refinements suited to women or girls were 
always part of the offerings of the Valley . (Cont'd on Page 4) 
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St. Joseph's Celebrates 
150 Years 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Sisters of the faculty and students and in
deed, some who might be here today as 
seniors, lined the walks in robes and 
mortarboards to welcome and salute us. 
No single incident of like character has 
been more vivid in our memories." 

150 Years Forward 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Heartiest thanks for your prayers- Education there has ever linked those in-
but please lessen not your fervor since dispensable supports, religion and mo-
I still struggle along the road of rality, to a respect for the inherent love 
suffering. How long the road-how for independence and self-sufficiency 
short, only God knows. Only a first which have characterized American life 
class miracle can cure me. Doctors in every age. Peace, order, and industry 
cannot do more than just give me were then-and remain now-the ideals 
comfort. I face Eternity! of Saint Joseph . The women who think 

Medal Awarded of themselves as the daughters of Mother Eternity-a word often in the mind 
Sister Hilda also presented the Saint and heart and in the writings of Seton have never dissipated her legacy, 

Louise de Marillac Medal "for outstand- Mother Seton. How well she im- that peculiar American genius for adap-
ing personal service on behalf of her pressed the import of this tremendous tarion within the bounds of dignity and 
neighbor," to Miss Alice R. May, as- truth to others. I often recall the discipline, while transcending distinctions 
sis tant director of the Catholic Charities death scenes of Annina and Rebecca, of class and prosperity. As surely as they 
in Baltimore. Nationally known for her her two angel daughters, who in their did a century or more ago, the Saint 
dedication to social service as a speaker, youth possessed the wisdom of the Joseph girl today goes out, as Mother 
~\<fi-ret:----=d-~t~¼ss.- M-a~.= =l~m<i;=~==~-----===----~ - ~<::Auu·~-...1..J.:l:Lk,eC-:d..,i,J.l:l:_l.cQe;~,c.tl.t:J...le..i_;Lr.-• .:.:"m!l-... ~,-;;·.ii'"u;·"c..atr•'·.u:·'·:i·====---, 

' .. -- abc.,. lik 
selected as the recipient of the Saint How often it has fallen to me to · e a good leaven." 
Louise de Marillac Medal by the Most defend Mother Seton, when instead It was reported of the convocation of 
Reverend Francis P. Keough, Archbishop of a physical cure she blessed her honor in 1959 that the First Lady was 
of Baltimore. Presently the national pres- client with a happy death . . . the momentarily made speechless by the con-
ident of the International Federation of ferring of her degree, and that her hus-most precious of all graces. 
Catholic Alumnae, Miss May has de- I earnestly beg of you to pray that band filled in the breach. It is a charming 
voted her life to the service of her f d h and singularly appropriate anecdote for God will orgive me my sins an t at 
neighbor. h h h the national press to preserve. Does it t roug Mot er Seton's intercession 

H is Excellency the Most Rev. John b bl d h h f not symbolize two of the eternal values I may e esse wit t e grace o a 
M. McNamara, D.D., vicar general of d h we have come to associate with a work Holy an Happy D eat . 
the Archdiocese of Washington, presided begun one hundred and fifty years ago? 
at the Convocation, which was the first The modesty of American womanhood Copy of a message recently received 
of the year's activities commemorating in all walks of life, and the veneration 

from Father Burgio who is still in 
the 150th Anniversary of the founding and respect of great leaders for a work Fitzgerald Mercy Hospital in Phila-
of Saint Joseph College. The Very Rev- nobly conceived and heroically executed. 

delphia. 
erend Sylvester A. Taggart, C.M., pro- In this anniversary year friends of 
vincial superior of the eastern province Mother Seton and her successors every-
of Vincentian Fathers, gave the principal of necessity, leave its impress on the where join in joyous felicitation and a 
address of the Convocation. moral fiber of a nation." So, likewise, fervent prayer: Ad Multos Annos! 

As Sister Hilda said in her welcome, must Mother Seton be pleased in this 
"Our American Foundress, also a wife Sesquicentennial Year for her Daughters STATUE BLESSED IN TUCSON 
and mother, could appreciate and point "to welcome to our campus one who has On November 9, 1958, Casa Elizabeth 
out to her students how such a family won the hearts of the country by gracing Seton had a ceremony blessing a large 
(as President Madison and his Lady) the position of First Lady of the Land statue of Mother Seton. It now stands 
mirrors the Divine characteristics of that wi th all those qualities we like best to on a four-foot base of stone on the 
long-ago Family oLNazareth_and llli!St as~ · h women." ___ ,..ounds_oLili.e___y_s,...._ _________ ~ 

j{otqrr ~rton ~ utlh 
1Eumti1sburg, ftllarylan~ 

Form 3547 Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

T he MoTHER SETON G UILD BULLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

PllA Y FOR A FIRST CL~SS 1'IIRACLE D IJR ING TWS S ES (ll ICEI\TENI\TJAL YEAR ! 


