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Pontiff Proclaims Mother Seton Venerable 
Text oj ~ D ecree R ead at Vatican Ceremony 

Decree: (Cause} of beatification and canonization of the 
Venerable Servant of God ELIZABETH ANN BAYLEY, 
the widow SETON, founder of the Congregation of Sisters of 
Charity of St. Joseph in America. 

Regarding the doubt: Whether it is sure that she practiced 
to an heroic degree the theological virtues of faith, hope and 
ch a r it y toward 
God and neigh
bor, and the car
dinal virtues of 
prudence, justice, 
temperance, forti
tude, and those 
attached to them. 
And this in the 
case and for the 
purpose involved. 

Now the faith
ful of the United 
States also have 
the 1 e g i ti m a t e 
hope of seeing, 
very soon, a wom
an of their people 
shine like a new 
star in the firma
ment of the 
Church. 

for Him with_ all her heart and soul, and enlightened her won
derfully with a ray of His light. On Ash Wednesday, Marc 
14, 1805, she therefore made solemn profession of the Catholic 
Faith in New York. Then she immediately prepared to receive 
the Sacrament of Penance properly. On the 25th of the same 
month of March she received with ardent love Holy Communion 

for the first time, 
and on the Sun
day after Easter 
of the following 
year she was 
strengthened by 
the Holy chrism. 

This matter 
concerns Eliza
beth Ann Bayley, 
the widow Seton, 
the heroicity of 
whose virtues was 

It can scarcely 
be believed how 
many, what kind 
and how bitter 
were the adver
sities the Servant 
of God had to 
undergo from rel
atives and friends 
because of her 
conversion to the 
Catholic Faith. 
Not only did they 
withdraw all help 
from her and her 
Children, but they 
scorned her and 
spurned her com
pany. 

Elizabeth bore 

Cardinal Spellman and Sister Isabel, Emmitsburg Superior, show the decree to the other 
Superiors after the special Vatican ceremony. In the background, at right, is Signior An

tonio Filicchi, a descendant of Mother Seton's benefactor. 
everything with 

a serene and strong mind. Therefore, to provide for herself and 
hers, she opened a little school for teaching children. But those 
who could hardly bear her conversion to the Catholic Faith 
moved every stone that the parents who had entrusted their 
children to Elizabeth Ann for instruction should withdraw them. 
The servant of God was thus compelled to close the School. 

discussed recently by the Congregation of Rites. 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Here follows an account of the early life 
of Mother Seton, her marriage, and the death of her husband, 
all of which are well known to readers of the GUILD BULLETIN.} 

Elizabeth Ann, who already had shown an admiration for the 
Catholic Church from her childhood, took the occasion of her 
deep friendship with the pious Filicchi family to study the Cath
olic religion more thoroughly. When she returned to her country 
on June 3, 1804, the Servant of God wished to forsake the 
Episcopalian religion, as it is called, and firmly rejected oppo
sition and reproaches of all kinds, from both relatives and 
friends. This period of hardships was like a proximate prepara
tion for the conversion of our Elizabeth and for the works of 
her religious life. God, who in fact surely gives Himself to those 
who seek Him, hurried to meet His servant, who had longed 

Starts Institute for Education of Girls 

But it was not long before God rewarded His servant's serenity 
in bearing adversities. In 1808, in fact the Rev. Father Valentine 
Dubourg, director of the Catholic College of Baltimore, met the 
Servant of God and entrusted to her the foundation of an insti
tute for the education of girls. So, leaving her native city of New 
York, she went to Baltimore, taking her daughters with her after 
having settled her sons (Continued on Page Two) 
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in the Catholic College of Georgetown. 
Everyone in Baltimore received her 

with great kindness and she opened a 
school of letters. Pupils came from 
all parts to where Elizabeth Ann was 
diligently educating them not only in civic 
virtues, but also in religious virtues. After 
a while she opened an institute to feed 
and instruct poor children. Soon a few 
young women, companions of hers in the 
ministry, who wished to follow the path 
to perfection in the religious life, gave 
her their support and decided to elect her 
their spiritual mother and directress. Eliz
abeth, seeing in this decision of her com
panions the awaited divine vocation, in
s~ ~--COG".m.unity ;n which she started 
the religious life. Dressed in the holy 
habit, on the second of June, 1809, she 
took the religious vows before His Ex
cellency, Archbishop Carroll of Baltimore. 
And since she was very devoted to St. 
Joseph she named the new institute of 
sisters after him. 

Feed, Educate Needy Children 

The principal object of the institute 
was to feed and educate needy children 
who had no parents. Rev. D. Cooper 
followed the new institute with great 
sympathy and donated a house to it in a 
charming valley near Emmitsburg, Md., 
where Elizabeth went with the commu
nity and where she remained as long 
as she lived. She worked diligently to 
give the institute sound foundation, zeal
ously adopting the spirit and rules of the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. 
After the rules of the congregation were 
approved by the Archbishop of Balti
more in 1812, the Servant of God was 
elected superior general, and she re
mained in charge until her death. Just as 
she had- oeen an admiraofe daughter, 
wife and mother, so she proved herself a 
remarkable superior. Finally, on January 
4, 1821, at the age of about 47, the ser
vant of God, stricken by a serious illness, 
went to sleep most piously in the Lord, 
full of Merits and virtues. 

The tiny seed that the Servant of God 
had sown grew immensely afterwards, so 
that in the United States of America, in 
Canada and also in distant regions known 
as missions, the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Joseph, who owe their origin to the same 
Servant of God, have now reached the 
number of about 9,000 distributed among 
six congregations and in 700 houses. 

The constantly increasing fame of her 
holiness, for which she was honored even 
during her life, seemed to be confirmed 
by heavenly signs. Because of this a case 
was instituted that the honors of the 
blessed be decreed in her favor. Therefore 

FEBRUARY, 1960 

The editors of the GUILD BULLETIN 

would like to remind the readers of the 
necessity of publicizing favors received 
through the intercession of Mother Seton . 
Only by our renewed prayers to this 
venerable woman can we hope to achieve 
the great graces which will eventually 

lead to her beatification. 

as soon as it was possible, ordinary dioc
esan processes were instituted in the Bal
timore Curia in the years 1907-1911, and 
sent to this congregation. 

Cause Introduced in 1950 

After examining the writings of the 
Servant of God, the same Sacred Con
gregation decreed on January 15, 1936, 
that no obstacle existed against the tak
ing of further steps, and on February 28, 
1940, Pope P ius XII of venerable mem
ory signed with his hand the decree of 
th-e-introduction of the cause. Therefore 
when it was recognized, on July 16, 1941, 
that the decrees of Urban VIII concern
ing undue cult had been observed, the 
cause was entrusted to the examination 
of the historical section of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, since it was not 
possible to interrogate any witnesses in 
the ordinary process. This (historical) 
section, after gathering documents and 
written testimonies everywhere and assur
ing itself of their worth and authenticity, 
compiled a vast report, observing the 
rules of treating historical causes, and 
handed it to the Promoter General of 
the Faith, so that a discussion could be 
held, in accordance with the law, on the 
heroicity of the virtues of the Servant 
of God. 

Therefore, when everything required 
by law was observed, the antepreparatory 

(Continued on Page Four) 
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Holy Father's Speecl1 Honors Mother Seton 
1,500 H ear Pope John XXIII Praise American Foundress 

High praise for the United States was expressed by His Holi
ness Pope John XXIII as he presided at the ceremony proclaim
ing Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton a "venerable Servant of God." 

The proclamation was a major step in the beatification cause 
of the Protestant convert who founded the Sisters of Charity 
in the U. S. and may become its first native-born saint. 

The occasion was called "a glorious day for the Catholics of 
the U. S." by His Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch
bishop of New York, who was one of the American Cardinals 
present at the ceremony. 

Interlacing his 
......I.LS., the Pop 

Sees U. S. "Maturity" 
eulogy of Mother Seton with praise for the 
eda~he-country has "passed its time 

ability. He spoke also in the name of the Capuchin present for 
the same decree in the cause of Brother Jeremy. He noted that 
Mother Seton was a figure "in the true spirit of the Catholic 
Church of America ." 

Lauds Virtues 
The Pope then addressed those assembled extolling the "two 

treasures that are found near the crib of the Infant Jesus, sim
plicity and charity, the same two virtues that we find in these 
two venerable Servants of God." 

When the Pope finished his address he imparted the apostolic 
blessing. His Holiness then left the hall as simply and as quickly 
as he had come with the fervent applause of the bishops, priests 
and laity ollow-ing him_ until he was out of sight. 

The Holy Father receives in special audience the Superiors of Mother Seton's commumtzes on the occasion of her 
elevation to the rank. of Venerable. To the left of the Pope is the Very Rev. John M . Gowan, C.M., Vice Postulator 

of the Cause. 

of development and approaches full maturity in national and 
international service ." 

The proclamation ceremony took place in the Vatican's Clem
entine Hall which was packed with close to 1,500 U. S. bishops, 
priests, nuns, seminarians and laymen. 

Present along with Cardinal Spellman were the two new U.S. 
Princes of the Church-Aloisius Cardinal Muench, former Bishop 
of Fargo, N. D., now Apostolic Nuncio to Germany, and Albert 
Cardinal Meyer, Archbishop of Chicago. 

Also attending were six other cardinals, including His Emi
nence Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, former Apostolic Delegate 
to the U. S. 

Decree Read 
The ceremony began immediately as Msgr. Enrico Dante, Pro

Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, stood at the foot 
of the papal throne and began reading the first of two decrees. 

The first proclaimed Capuchin Brother Jeremy of Wallachia 
(now Rumania) venerable; the second, Mother Seton. 

When the reading of the two decrees was finished, Vincentian 
Father Luigi Bisoglio, Postulator of Mother Seton's cause, stood 
before the Pope to thank him for approving the decree of vener-

Notes Her Charity 
The Pope in his talk underlined charity as the dominant virtue 

in the life of Mother Seton who "as a devoted and faithful 
wife, as a wise educator of her children, as a patient manager of 
her household tasks in prosperity and adversity ( even before her 
conversion to Catholicism) appeared in a shining light worthy 
of admiration. 

"But when the burning dart of charity penetrated her heart 
more deeply, then she knew no other measure than perfect imi
tation of Him Who out of love for us became man and died 
on the Cross." 

He noted that Mother Seton had 10,000 spiritual heirs in the 
Sisters of Charity, which she founded, and that they carry on 
the same sort of charity as their founder in the service of God 
and of souls. 

Cardinal Spellman described the ceremony as a tribute not 
only to the religious family of Mother Seton, pioneers in the 
parochial schools of the U. S. but also to all the wonderful 
Sisters who have contributed to the vitality of Catholicism in the 
U . S. by their teaching of the millions of children in our schools. 

(N.C.W.C. News Service) 



PAGE FouR MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

Venerable M other Seton H onored at 
Pontifical M ass in B altimore 

His Excellency, Archbishop Francis P. 
Keough, celebrated a solemn pontifical 
Mass in the new Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen on Monday,January 4, in thanks• 
giving for the recent proclamation of 
Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton as a vener
able servant of God. 

This Mass was the first public cere
mony in her honor since the successful 
conclusion of the initial major step in her 
cause for canonization. 

Assisting Clergy 
Archbishop Keough was assisted by the 

following officials: Assistant Priest, Very 
'Rev. Sylvester A. Taggart, 
C.M., Provincial Superior 
of the Priests of the Con
gregation of the Missions; 
Deacons of Honor, Very 
Rev. Lloyd McD onald, 
S.S., and Very Rev. John 
P. Mc G owan, C.M.; 
Deacon of theMass,Rev. 
James T. Twomey, C.M. ; 
Subdeacon, Rev. Elbert 
A. Gay, C.M.; Master 
of Ceremonies, Very Rev. 
George L. H o p k i n s, 
Archdiocesan Chancellor. 

Depicting the life of 
Venerable Mother Seton, 
the Rev. Cyril Meyer, 
C.M., delivered the ser
mon. He applied the vir
tues she exhibited in her 
life to each state of life 
represented in the con
gregation. 

comprised D aughters of Charity, repre
sentatives of other religious communities, 
S.J.C. Alumnae, and representatives of 
the Maryland chapter of IFCA, the 
Ladies of Charity, and the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, students and nurses 
from the Baltimore area. 

Other Masses Offered 

In such cities as Philadelphia, Pitts
burgh, New York, Richmond, Rochester, 
Albany, Troy and Washington, alumnae 
and friends of Mother Seton's daughters 
assisted at Masses of Thanksgiving on 
Sunday, January 3. 

The Cathedral, filled 
to more than capacity, 

Sisters, students, and friends of Mother Seton's Cause 
gather in Cathedral of Ma!? Our Queen in Baltimore. 

11ntqrr ~rtnn ~uilh 
Emmitsburg. il!larylanb 

Form 3547 Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON Gu1LD BULLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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congregation met on October 6, 1959, in 
the presence of His Eminence Clemente 
Cardinal Micara, Bishop of Velletri, 
Proponent or Relator of this cause, and 
on December 15 the general ( congrega
tion) was held in the presence of the 
Most Holy Father John XXIII, at which 
the same Cardinal Relator proposed the 
doubt to be discussed . 

Consultors Pronounced Opinions 
The Most Eminent Cardinals present, 

the official prelates and the theological 
consultors each pronounced their opin
ions. The Very Blessed Father, since it 
was a matter of such importance, post
po!!ed th.0 ~.ru.f St:lti O . judgm('nt 
until today, December 18, meanwhile ex
horting everyone to pray to God, the 
Father of light, with repeated entreaties. 

Wherefore ( the Pope) , after celebrat
ing Mass and summoning the Cardinals 
Gaetano Cicognani, Prefect of the Con
gregation of Rites, and Clemente Micara, 
Proponent or Relator, the Rev. Father 
Ferdinando Antonelli, Promoter General 
of the Faith, and the undersigned pro
secretary, decreed: It is sure that the 
Venerable Servant of God Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley, the widow Seton, practiced to 
an heroic degree in the case and for the 
purpose involved the theological virtues 
of faith, hope and charity toward God 
and neighbor and the cardinal virtues of 
prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude 
and those attached to them. 

Given in Rome on the eighteenth of 
December of the Year of the Lord 1959. 
Gaetano Cardinal Cicognani, Prefect of 

the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 
Henry Dante, Pro-secretary of the 

Sacred Congregation of Rites. 
(N.C.W.C. News Service) 

LET U S GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR OUR VENERABLE MOTHER SETON 


