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Seton Hill Celebrates Ninetieth Year 
The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, the last foundation 

stemming from Mother Seton's original band and the only 
branch to bear her name, will this year celebrate their 90th 
anniversary on top of what a retreat priest once called "this 
holy hill of God" in the foothills of the Allegheny Mountains 
in Pennsylvania. 

Mother Seton's daughters first came to Pittsburgh from 
Emmitsburg in 1835 at the request of Father John O'Reilly, 
pastor of St. Paul's Church. Pittsburgh was then at the western 
end of the Diocese of Philadelphia, which included the entire 
states of Pennsylvania and Delaware, and part of New Jersey. 
There was no Catholic school in Pittsburgh, in fact none in 
Western Pennsylvania. 

Sister Electa Boyle's history of the Community, Mother 
Seton's Sisters of Charity in Western Pennsyl-vania, says of this 
invasion of the "Black-cap Sisters of Charity" as Mother 
Seton's Sisters were familiarly known: 

"It is a matter of the keenest regret that Mother Seton's 
successors at Emmitsburg did not follow her example and 
that of her companions in putting into writing the events 
of their daily lives- little occurrences that were prosaic 
duties to them, but which, after the lapse of more than 
a century have become matters of historic import to their 
followers. 

"Except the dates mentioned and the names of the three 
pioneer 'Black-caps' who so bravely set out from their 
beloved home in the peaceful Maryland hills to begin their 

1870 

labors among st rangers in what was 
then a distant city, the Community 
records at Emmitsburg yield no 
date concerning the opening of the 
Pittsburgh mission. The slow and 
wearisome journey across the moun-
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convey between the lines some concept of the giant pro
portions of the work undertaken by these valiant women." 

The three (Sister Mary Ann, Sister Mary Jane, and Sista 
Mary Flavia) arrived in Pittsburgh from Emmitsburg April 
28, 1835. Within the space of little more than a year these 
sisters had established Mother Seton's famous "trinity of 
institutions," a free school, a pay school, and an orphanage 
in Pittsburgh. This was truly the "mustard seed." In 1838 the 
Catholic Almanac lists St. Paul's Orphan Asylum and School 
under the direction of the Sisters of Charity where "it main
tains 12 female orphans and affords instruction to 120 scholars." 
By 1841 this number had increased to 21 orphans, 108 day 
scholars, and nine boarders. By this time another sister, Sister 
Eleazar Harvey, had been added to the small band. 

The western part of Pennsylvania was formed into the new 
Diocese of Pittsburgh in 1843. In 1845 the Sisters were removed 
from Pittsburgh and transferred to Cincinnati. Sister Mary 
Agnes McCann, historian of that branch, writes, "The reasons 
for the Sisters leaving Pittsburgh were the pressing need in 
many places and the constant appeal to the motherhouse for 
help." 

Twenty-five years later when their energies were again needed 
in the rapidly growing diocese, the Sisters of Charity returned 
to the Pittsburgh diocese, this time settling first in Altoona, 
at the far eastern end of the diocese. During those years the 
Emmitsburg Community had affiliated with the French Daugh
ters of St. Vincent de Paul, and the Cincinnati Community had 
become an autonomous motherhouse. It was to the Cincinnati 
Community that the second Bishop of Pittsburgh, the Most 
Reverend Michael Domenec, ap-
plied for Sisters. 

Mother Josephine Harvey, Su- ] 960 
perior of the Cincinnati branch, 
brought the Sisters back to the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh, and it is 
from that date-1870 
-that the Seton Hill 
Sisters date their be
ginning as a sep
arate, autonomous 
Community. 

From the very first 
this second Pennsyl
vania invasion of the 
"Black-caps" was re
garded as a new 
foundation, not a mis
sion. Bishop Domenec 
had noted the suc-
(C ont' d on Page 2) 
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Seton Hill Celebrates came the object of prayer and search. 
In the summer of 1882 Mother Aloysia 

Ninetieth Anniversary Lowe purchased a 200-acre farm in 
Greensburg as a home for the newly-

(Continued from Page One) founded Pennsylvania branch. All the 

cess of Bishop Bayley's experiment Sisters in this pioneer band were joyous 
in New Jersey and was determined to and vigorous young women in their 
follow his example and establish an early 20's and 30's; Mother Aloysia and 
independent branch of the Congregation her assistant (both under 50) were the 
in Pennsylvania. only "old" Sisters. 

When the Sisters arrived in Altoona, Already established in seven parochial 
they were met by the Vicar General, schools in Altoona and Pittsburgh, the 
the Very Reverend John Hickey, and Sisters began at once the work of educa-
the future Bishop Tuigg in all the tion at Seton Hill. They opened St. 
dignity of formal attire "with high hats Joseph's Academy for girls in 1883, 
and canes" and conducted in procession and for several years the mansion on 
from the depot to the convent "through the property, intended as the Sisters' 

Hrs EMINENCE lines of children and grown folks who home, also housed the boarding school. 
GAETANO CARDINAL CicoGNANI stood in res ctful silence." Even when a wing was added to the 
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Sacred Congregation of Rites Motherhouse for July, 1870, relates the overcrowded, and the Sisters' living space 
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event simply: inadequate. 
In 1887 ground was broken for the 

"The Council agreed to send to first new building at Seton Hill, and the 
Altoona, Pa., Sisters Aloysia, Academy girls and Sisters moved into 
Blanche, Maria Teresa, and Maria, 1 Adm B Id t 1e present inistration ui ing in 
with two novices who were sent to h · f 1889 Th Id S k t e spring o . e o to es 
the novitiate by Bishop Dornenec mansion and its addition were irnmedi-
of Pittsburgh, in order to open a I d d ·1· d ate y renovate an un 1ze as a res1-
school and found a house in his d J I f II b ent sc 100 or srna oys. 
diocese. The Sisters belonging to Then came years of rapid growth on 
this Community are to return after The Hill. Enrollment in St. Joseph's 
one year." Academy and in St. Mary's School for 
However, it was not in the design of Boys increased. In I 9 I 2 the Sisters 

God that all the Sisters from Cincinnati opened a junior college for women, and 
should return to their original home in in 1918 the four-year liberal arts Seton 
Cincinnati. In 1872 Bishop Domenec Hill College. Buildings were erected to 
asked that they be permitted to remain meet expanding needs-the Chapel An-
a "little longer" because "the Sisters nex Building, Maura Hall, Lowe Hall, 
who have joined them are yet too young, Canevin Hall, and Sullivan Hall. The 
and they need the direction of the older Reeves Memorial Library housing a 
Sisters." Mother Aloysia Lowe had been collection of 40,000 volumes, and Havey 
installed as Mother Superior in Novem- Hall, a student residence, were opened 
ber, 1870, and Sister Anne Regina Ennis in 1958. 
as Mistress of Novices. They were The Seton Hill Community now num-
aestmed to 1ve out their lives m t e tiers approximately 850 members. In 
Seton Hill Community and tl1eir re- addition to owning and operating Seton 
mains rest in the Community cemetery. Hill College in Greensburg, Pa., and 

The Seton Hill ties with the original the Elizabeth Seton High School in 
communities, therefore, are very close. Pittsburgh, they completely staff eight 
Mother Josephine had been Sister other high schools and teach in six 
Eleazar Harvey, one of the Sisters sent central high schools. The teaching staffs 
to Pittsburgh from Emmitsburg during of 44 grammar schools, one nursery 
the decade 1835-45. Mother Aloysia school, and two kindergartens in West-
Lowe had been the third postulant to em Pennsylvania, Arizona, Maryland, 
enter the newly-formed Cincinnati Corn- California, and Louisiana now include 
munity under Mother Margaret George, Seton Hill Sisters of Charity. 
and Mother Margaret George had been Like the other branches of Mother 
in Mother Seton's Council. Mother Seton's daughters, the Seton Hill Corn-
Margaret George had made her own the munity has grown from the mustard 
ideals of Mother Seton, and that same seed planted by Mother Aloysia to a 
spirit which Mother Aloysia had imbibed mighty tree. Mother Claudia recently 
from her characterizes the Seton Hill announced that the Community has ac-
Sisters today. cepted the invitation of Bishop Harold 

Because the Community soon outgrew W. Henry of the Vicariate of Kwangju, 
the convent in Altoona, a suitable loca- Korea, and will open a convent and 
tion for a permanent motherhouse be- school there in August, 1960. 
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The Next Step in the Process: 

Tribunal in Baltimore 
The Sacred Congregation of Rites has petitioned the Arch

bishop of Baltimore to hold a Tribunal to investigate the case 
of Anne Theresa O'Neill, whose remarkable cure was related 
by Father Burgio in the May, 1957, BULLETIN. 

It will be recalled that on February 17, 1952, Anne Theresa 
was admitted to St. Agnes' Hospital. She was very sick, ex
tremely pale, lethargic, and had enlarged glands in her neck. 

On February 18, a bone marrow puncture was analyzed as 
acute leukemia. 

During the two weeks in the 
hospital the child had many trans
fusions and medications, but all 
medical efforts seemed futile . The 
doctors made known to the mother 
that there was nothing they could 
do for the child, inasmuch as 
there was no cure for leukemia, 
and chat it was only a matter of 
time before the child would die. 

Dr. Milton S. Sacks, of the 
University Hospital, and one of 
the foremost authorities on leu
kemia in the world, was consulted. 
Dr. Sacks advised that the child 
be taken to the University Hos
pital so that she could be treated 
with a new drug, Aminopterin. 
She was admitted to the Uni
versity Hospital on February 
28, 1952. 

Condition Worsens 
Under the treatment, Anne 

Theresa grew worse. After a stay 
of three weeks in the hospital her 
face became swollen and her suf
ferings more intense. As her case 
was hopeless, she was discharged 
from the hospital on March 27, 
1952. 

However, Dr. Sacks kept Anne 
Theresa under his own personal 
care. The child was home only d1ree days when Dr. Sacks rushed 
her to the University Hospital again for a blood transfusion. He 
saw that she was not reacting to the treatment, so he ordered 
this blood transfusion remarking: "We can either try once 
more or give up." After the transfusion the child continued to 
remain at home much against the doctor's wishes. 

Within two weeks the patient broke out in sores all over 
the body. She ran a high fever. Her body gave off offensive 
odors. H er only nourishment was sips of Coca-Cola. Already 
afflicted with leukemia, Anne Theresa now became a victim of 
chicken pox. Dr. Sacks attested that it was a very severe case; 
one of the worst he ever saw. During Holy Week she gasped 
for bread1 and, by all signs, the end was near. 

On April 9, her condition was so critical that Dr. Johnson 
rushed the child to St. Agnes' Hospital to place her in an 
oxygen tent, but, upon her arrival at the hospital, she breathed 
easier so that oxygen was not needed. 

Improves on Easter 
It was on Easter Sunday that the patient began to show 

signs of improvement. To the amazement of the doctors, the 
leukemia from then on began to disappear and until the present 
time her blood has continued to be normal. 

On April 27, 1952, little Anne Theresa was discharged from 
St. Agnes' Hospital. At the time of her discharge her condition 
indicated a recession of symptoms. The blood picture was good. 
Since her discharge, blood studies have been made with fa
vorable reports. 

It must be recorded that Mrs. O'Neill, the mother of little 

Mother Seton's Shrine. 

Anne, had no knowledge of 
Mother Seton until Easter Sun
day, when Sister Mary Alice spoke 
to her on Mother Se-ton, at which 
time prayers were directed to 
Mother Seton for the cure of the 
little girl. 

Testimonial of N ii rse 
The following summary of a re

port, by Sister Mary Alice Fowler, 
Supervisor of St. Louise's Chil
dren's Ward in St. Agnes' Hos
pital, testifies to die change: 

"During the novena Anne 
seemed to show some improve
ment. She began to eat and to 
take notice of things about her. 
Later, she began to sit up and 
within a few days was allowed to 
be up and walking. Anne con
tinued to improve and on April 
27, 1952, was discharged from 
the hospital wid1 a good report. 
Her recovery, we felt, was an 
answer to our prayers to Mother 
Seton. 

"The day Anne was discharged 
from the hospital her mother and 
father took her to Emmitsburg, 
to visit Mother Seton's tomb. 
Since that time they have been 
back time and again to pray at 

"Since Anne has left here, she has been very well; no symp
toms of leukemia have reappeared. She plays around like other 
children and she has lived a normal life. 

"We hope and pray that this is a cure through Mother 
Seton's intercession. 

"Signed: Sister Mary Alice Fowler." 

T ribiinal to M eel 
It will be the work of the Tribunal to carry out d1e instruc

tions of the Sacred Congregation of Rites in the matter of 
investigating this miracle. The testimony of the witnesses will 
be carefully taken, and when the process is completed, the 
evidence will be evaluated by the Sacred Congregation in formal 
session. Then, a decision will be rendered as to whether or not 
the cure of Anne Theresa O'Neill was miraculous. 

At this critical time, we beg the prayers of all, that the 
Tribunal will be speedily and successfully carried out, and that 
this cure will be accepted as miraculous so that the Venerable 
Elizabeth Ann Seton may soon be Beatified. 
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The youth of America owe Mother up jubilantly some morning and an- Mother Seton is a beautiful shining 
Seton a debt of gratitude. Every stu- nounce, "Here, Sister, I can go. This example of faith in God. She must 
dent in the parochial schools has at one is my mother's birthday gift to me." have never ceased to pray .... The 
time or other found her name in his November 11 was a day that many graveyard was what I really mar-
history book. But today hers is more at St. Anselm's will not soon forget. veled over. To see how many women 
than just a name in a book. To Amer- All 98 students attended and sang the down through rhe years have sac-
ica's youth today, she is a living reality. 6:45 Mass and received Holy Commun- rificed their lives to model after 
You may ask if the boy on the street ion. After a quick breakfast, we this brave woman. How many died 
corner, or the girl in the dairy bar, or boarded the three buses waiting for us, about the beginning of their lives! 
the lad playing basketball with the local two Sisters riding in each bus. About How many loved so dearly to give 
high school team even knows her. You 12: 30 the buses arrived at St. Joseph's. all! But I don't think anything was 
may wonder if they do happen to know There we were met by Sr. Miriam and in vain, for Mother Seton's work 
her, are they really interested in learning taken to the Motherhouse Chapel where will live. She rea1ly was remarkable. 
more about her; do they find in her a the Blessed Sacrament was enthroned on So many times her faith was tried, 
mother to whom they feel free to go, the altar of Exposition. One girl re- and each time, it came through 

-a-teaehet-,a guide \,hem they-can-feL .. la .... ..,,,~---<tet-<1'1,..a,.,rk ... ed-whea..she-lef-t h~hapel-that-ii;.---JAL1c· rnGut hesitation .. - ·"---
These questions, I believe, can be an- was "so beautiful . . . it seemed so From every angle, I would say, the 
swered by describing a pilgrimage to quiet yet alive at the same time." From pilgrimage was a success. We all came 
Emmitsburg as planned and executed the chapel, we went to the stone house, home feeling a little closer to God be-
by a cross-section of just such boys and the white house, and the cemetery. Were cause of our deeper understanding of 
girls-today's youth. the students impressed? Did they realize Mother Seton, Servant of God. The 

In October, a Sophomore Mother how fortunate they were to walk over Sisters renewed cheir resolutions to be 
Seton Club of St. Anselm High School such hallowed ground? I think they did. worthy daughters of so holy a mother; 
in Swissvale, Pa., decided to hold a When a 15-year-old boy asks if he may the students proved to themselves as 
contest on Mother Seton's life; the prize kneel on the floor and pray in the room well as to others that there is real depth 
offered was a trip for two to Emmits- where Mother Seton died, I'd say he was in today's youth. They had gone to 
burg. That was the initial suggestion, impressed. When another reverently Mother Seton and had found a deeper 
but the suggestion was destined to grow kisses the altar railing where she daily spirituality merely from a slight as-
to unexpected proportions. The final plan received Holy Communion, I'd say he sociation with her. She is real to them 
widened its scope to include much realized the sanctity of Mother Seton. now, so real that they speak of her as 
more. The club decided to sponsor a When a girl could sit down a week after they would the Sister in the next room, 
school-wide pilgrimage to Mother Se- the pilgrimage and write a beautiful as they would of their mother. When 
ton's tomb. When the day arrived, paragraph about her impressions, I'd say they heard of the proclamation of Yen-
there were 98 students, boys and girls that youth does consider her a living erable made by His Holiness Pope John 
alike, who boarded the buses for Em- reality. I would like to quote the girl's XXIII, they actually cheered as if an 
mitsburg. In most cases, the trip was paragraph exactly as she wrote it: honor had been paid to someone near 
paid for by the students themselves. It "It was inspiring to see the very and dear to them. Beside a quotation 
was not unusual in the days before the house where Mother Seton first of Mother Seton's, one girl wrote the 
trip for a boy to tell you, "I've saved started her little Community. It had word's, "Soon to be a Saint." We all 
almost enough, Sister . . • one more in it everything anyone would need join today's youth in the fervent prayer 
week ought to do it," or a girl to run for a ticket straight to heaven. that, God willing, it will be soon. 
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The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN ts 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

LET US GIVE TU AN.KS T O GOD FOil OUR VENEllABLE MOTDEll SETON 
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