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Buffalo Tribunal Investigates Striking Cure 
l?ecovery of Patrick Sole Laid to Mother Seton 

An ecclesiastical tribunal, vitally important to the advancement of the Cause for Beatification of the Venerable Mocher Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, is sitting in Buffalo, N. Y . The tribunal was convened by order of the Sacred Congregation of Rites on June 20, 1960, 
to investigate the remarkable recovery of Patrick Sole, a Buffalo boy, presumably through the intervention of the Venerable 
Mother Seton. 

The cure was effected in February, 1939, when Patrick Sole 
was seven years old, at the Buffalo Hospital of the Sisters 
of Charity. 

The extraordinary nature of the cure is best conveyed by 
the simple and impersonal hospital report: 

"Patrick Sole was admitted to the hospital on the morning 
of January 31, 1939, at 7: 15. There was a history of illness 
for about forty-eight hours with generalized abdominal pain 
for about twelve hours, prior to admission. 

"The diagnosis in the admitting room was acute perforated 
appendicitis. At 10: 30 A.M. the patient was operated. His 
condition was considered hopeless, as peritonitis had become 
generalized. 

"On February 4, at 2 P.M., Patrick Sole's temperature had 
risen to 106.4 degrees, his pulse was scarcely perceptible
approximately 160-and respiration 40. 

"His father, who was in very reduced circumstances, felt 
that the last thing he could do for his dying son was to give 
him the comfort of special care, so he borrowed money from 
friends to pay for a private nurse. 

"Somewhere between 2 P.M. and 8 P.M. on February 4, 
Sister Lucy Megarro pinned a medal of Mother Seton on the 
patient. (Sister Vincent Carey, pharmacist at the Hospital, 
had suggested this to Sister Lucy.) 

"When Patrick's temperature was taken at 8 P.M., it had 
dropped to 104.6 degrees. It continued to decrease until the 
morning of February 9, when it registered normal, along with 
a steadied pulse and normal respiration. 

"From that time on, recovery was rapid. Patrick Sole was 
discharged from the hospital on February 25, entirely cured. 
He could have been discharged one week earlier (on Feb
ruary 18), but the hospital authorities and attending physician, 
considering the impoverished condition of the family, felt it 
wise to give him the benefit of extra care." 

At the request of Sister Paula Dunn, Visitatrix of the 
Eastern Province of the Sisters of Charity, the above report 
was sent to Emmitsburg on May 30, 1939, by Sister Hortense 
McCabe, then Administrator of the Buffalo Hospital. How
ever, for various reasons, the case did not come under scrutiny 
as a possible miracle in the Beatification Process of Mother 
Seton until November 9, 1959, when Very Rev. John P. 
McGowan, C.M., Vice Postulator (Continued on Page 4) 

l\ ~lraarh <trqrtatmaa 
IT rs my earnest prayer that the Infant 

Savior will bless our devoted Members of the 

Mother Seton Guild, and grant them their dearest 

wishes. 

B[ND may the New Year bring us all, 

the fulfillment of a dearest wish we have prayed 

and worked for-the certainty that our beloved 

Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton will be beatified. 

With a grateful heart, 

VERY REv. JoHN P. McGowAN, C.M. 
Vice Postulator 
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F VOR§ A.\CI( 
WATERBURY, CONN. - Our 

grateful thanks to Venerable Mother 
Seton for a successful kidney operation 
on my sister, the mother of six small 
children. The operation was considered 
very serious, with the possibility of find
ing a tumor-which would necessitate re
moval of the kidney. We sent her a cloth 
relic and started a novena to Mocher 
Seton. On the seventh day of the novena 
we learned that no tumor was found and 
the kidney was saved. 

J. L. R. 

PITTSBURGH, PA.-I prayed to 
en&r.able Mocher Seton tbat a roan 

away from the Sacraments for four years 
would make his Easter duty. He did so 
around the first part of March. 

S. M. J. 

BAYONNE, N. J.-This is to re
port a very rapid recovery of healch due 
to the intercession of Mocher Seton. I 
had been showing no progress for more 
than a year when a friend gave me a 
prayer to Mother Seton, which I began 
to say. Within a period of three weeks 
I was so much better, I was able to re
sume full-time employment. 

P. M. S . 

WOODBURY, N. J.-A friend of 
mine asked me to join her and others 
in a Novena to Mother Seton, to save 
the life of a man who was very ill. I 
did so. His wife was a Catholic but un
known to us at the time, he was not. A 
priest went with us to visit the man, and 
gave him his blessing. Shortly after, the 
same evening, the man was baptized, the 
marriage was validated, he received Holy 
Communion and the last rites of the 
Church. He died a short time later. 

M.F.M. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.-My niece 
developed a dreadful high blood pres
sure. She is a young mother with seven 
little children. I sent her a relic of 
Mother Seton and prayed hard for her 
recovery. After six weeks, on her last 
visit to the Doctor, her pressure was al
most normal. 

K. J. T. 

WAYMART, PA.-I developed a 
very sore mouth and throat. I said the 
prayer to Mother Seton and in about a 
week's time my mouth was healed. 

L. R. D. 
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0 LEDGED 
SAN MATEO, CALIF.-I am very 

grateful to Mocher Seton for answering 
my request chat my husband and I would 
be successful in the adoption of our baby 
boy. We received the final papers of 
adoption last month, and words cannot 
express how happy we are. 

E. A. U. 

PITTSBURGH, PA.-My mother 
had a nervous breakdown, was hospital
ized for seven weeks and had eighteen 
shock treatments. All seemed hopeless. 
I pinned the relic of Mother Seton on 
her, and began saying the prayer to 
Venerable Mocher Seton. Mother took 
a turn for the better and is now home 
doing her own work, at the age of 68. 

M. B. K. 

ARGYLE, MINN.-Since the be
ginning of September, I had been ailing 
with a bladder infection. Three weeks 
ago two doctors urged me to go to the 
hospital. I began a novena to Mother 
Seton, and on the fourth day of the 
novena I felt so much better and have 
been improving to such a degree, that 
I shall not have to be hospitalized. 

s.o. 

ELIZABETH, N. J.-My mother 
who is in her "upper" years had a se
rious case of sugar diabetes early this 
year. Our family doctor, who was treat
ing her for this condition, advised us to 
have another blood test made. We made 
a novena to Mother Seton asking her 
help to clear up this condition. Mother 
had the test and the doctor's report came 
back to us-it was "Excellent." 

M. E. B. 

PEMBROKE, MASS. - Last Feb
ruary I started reciting the Expectant 
Mother's prayer of Mother Seton, that 
all would go well with my third preg
nancy, for I had suffered two miscar
riages. I am happy to report chat God 
blessed me with a fine healthy son on 
September 8. 

M.H.D. 

BRONX, N. Y.-I am writing this 
to fulfill a promise to Mother Seton that 
I would write to report that my friend's 
eye, closed by a stroke, was opened. She 
gives credit to the application of Mocher 
Seton's relic, and the recitation of the 
prayer for the Beatification of Mother 
Seton. 

A.B. 
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A Psalm for Advent 
Mother Seton had the gift of song. Whether writing about God and spiritual things, about her 

Communjty and its welfa re, about her children a nd the anxieties they occasioned her-she imparts 
a rhythm and melod y to the words that make them sing. This is especially true of h er con
ference and medita tion notes. The following extract is taken frc m a b ook entitled " Meditations 
for Christmas," most of it in i\1 otber Se ton's handwriting. It is obvious, from the thought content 
and style , that this extract is her own comm entary or n1ed itation on an unknown spiritual 
write r's Advent thought . The influ ence of the Scriptures, in which Mother Seton was steeped , 
is pa rticularly evid ent. The med ita tion lends itself readjl y to the psalm-style arrangem ent : tbe 
Lines in italics are qu otes from the spiritual writer, the lines in straig ht type i\1other eton's 
commentary on them. 

0 Lamb! 0 Infant! Do not delay! 

Renew Thy signs, work new miracles; send forth, 0 Lord, the 

Lamb, the Ruler of the earth, from Petra of the desert. 

No, my Lord, from Mary; let her come to Bethlehem, for her 
time is at hand. 

The days shall not be prolonged; the desires of the whole 

earth for that Lamb to come and sa-ve and rule are accom

plished; and from Petra of the desert-

-from Mary, we say, Thou, her divine Infant, art sent and 
nigh-the ninth month far spent-a throne prepared in Mary: 
a throne, a manger-Oh, truly a throne in Mary! 

In that day man shall bow down to his Maker, and his eyes 

shall look to the Holy One in Israel. 

Come, 0 Lord! Come, Infant Lord! Humble Thyself m the 
manger. We shall bow down, and our eyes shall see. 

" I will take my rest," He says, "and consider in My place, as 

the noon light is clear and as a cloud of dew in the day of 
harvest." 

Oh, hast Thou now nme months taken Thy rest and con
sidered in Thy place, as through the cloud of dew, and seen 
the harvest is ready? 

Alas! ready and plenty: the harvest of mercy and the day 
thereof, so long expected by Thy famished and perishing ones. 

0 Lord! O h, come! Rest no more in Thy place! 

0 the Desired of All Nations, Infant Savior, hasten, come! 
Say the days shall not be prolonged. 

Bless, oh bless, and still increase our desires! 

PAGB THRBB 

1 
I 
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Buffalo Tribu11al 
(Continued from Page I) 

of the Cause, transmitted it to the 
Postulator, Very Rev. Luigi Bisoglio, 
C.M., who in turn brought it to the at
tention of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. The Sacred Congregation then 
ordered the convening of the Buffalo 
tribunal, to study and report on the case. 

The passage of twenty years since the 
cure occurred, posed a special difiiculty 
in tracking down the witnesses to the 
cure, but, by the grace of God, every 
last witness was located. 

Besides the Sisters of Charity already 
mentioned=5isters rtense Vincent 
and Lucy-these witnesses include: Dr. 
Francis J. Budak, the attending physi
cian, Dr. Eustace Phillies, Dr. Francis 
Carbonne, Dr. Clarence Straubinger and 
Dr. Anthony Sloand; Hazel Berquist 
Schneider, Mabel Turner, Helene M. 
Nunn and Sophie Zukowska Bucholtz, 
the attending nurses; Mrs. Patrick Sole, 
the patient's mother; and Patrick Sole 
himself. 

Mr. Sole, now twenty-eight years old, 
married and the father of two children, 
is living in Buffalo. 

A letter written by Dr. Budak on 
April 21, 1939, is of particular signif
icance: 

To Whom It May Concern: 
This is to certify that Patrick 

Sole, age 7, of 270 Connecticut 
Street, Buffalo, was confined to the 
Buffalo Hospital of cl1e Sisters of 
Charity from January 31, 1939, to 
February 25, 1939, with a severe at
tack of appendicitis and general 

~ritonitis. 

flotqrr ~rton ~ uilh 
1Emmttshurg. tllarylanb 

Form 3547 Requested 

His condition was so serious that 
even after emergency operation was 
performed, every hope of recovery 
was given up. In spite of all the 
odds, a Sister of Charity put a 
medal of Mother Seton on the child 
and he immediately changed for the 
better and made a complete recovery 
which I have considered miraculous 
in nature. 

Thanks to Mother Seton for the 
favor she has granted. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) FRANCIS J. BuTLAK, M.D., 

Attending Physician. 

It ~o be hoped that the findings of 
the tribunal now sitting in Buffalo may 
enable the Sacred Congregation of Rites 
to accept the cure of Patrick Sole as a 
true miracle, worked by God through 
the intercession of the Venerable Mother 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

The Members of the Mother Seton 
Guild are earnestly requested to pray 
that it ma)' be so. 

lllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

When Elizabeth Seton's dying hus
band, William, awakened on the morn
ing of December 25, 1803, to find that 
she had watched by his bed all night, 
she quieted his feeble remonstrances 
with the words: 

"The sweetest reflections kept me 
awake. Christmas Day is begun. The 
day of Our Dear Redeemer's Birth is 
the day that opened to us the door of 
everlasting life." 
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The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in cl1e noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GuILD BULLETIN ts 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

DECEMBER, 1960 

Mother Seton Statue 
A new statue of the Venerable 

Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton is now 
available to the Members of the Mother 
Seton Guild and their friends. 

The sta me, which stands 5 ¾ inches 
high, is tinted and beautifully detailed 
in molded plastic, giving the appearance 
of having been carved by hand in wood. 

Mother Seton is represented standing, 
with a book crooked in her right arm 
and her left hand holding a rosary. 

Attractively gift-boxed, the statue sells 
for $LOO. It can be purchased through 
the Mother Seton Guild, Emmitsburg, 
Md. 

This lovely reminder of the "litde 
Mother Qf the MQ\!_ntain" will surely a 
peal to all devotees of Mother Seton. 
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