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University Convocation Honors Mother Seton 
ST. JOHN'S OF NEW YORK CONFERS HONORARY 
DEGREES ON DAUGHTERS OF SERVANT OF GOD 

A Convocation in honor of V enerable M other Elizabeth Ann Seton was held at 
St. John's University, New York, N. Y., on Saturday morning, April 22, at 9:30 
o'clock. The Convocation, which honored five of Mother Seton's daughters, was held 
in the Auditorium of St. Albert Hall on the University's Jamaica Campus. 

Father Flynn Presides 

Very Rev. John A. Flynn, C.M., 
S.T.D., LL.D., L.H.D., President of 
the University, presided and conferred 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Peda-

gogy on Sister Catherine, D.C., Visi
tatrix of the Western Province of the 
Daughters of Charity; Mother Stella 
Maria, S.C., Mother General of the 
Sisters of Charity of Halifax, N .S.; 

Author of New Seton Biography Visits 
Rome, Leghorn; Reports Interest in Cause 

Rev. Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., who is 
at work on a new biography of the Ven
erable Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton
expected on the bookstalls in the Fall 
of 1961-recently made a trip to Rome at 
the request of Very Rev. Luigi Bisoglio, 
C.M., Postulator of the Cause of Mother 
Seton. Father Bisoglio considered that 
certain documents in the Archives of 
the Postulation, especially the tran
script of the Official Process for the 
Beatification of the Venerable Servant 
of God, would be of value to Father 
Dirvin in completing the biography. 

Authoritative "Life" 

The new biography will be authoritative 
and "popular" at the same time-much 
in the style of St . Catherine Laboure of 
the Miraculous M edal, which Father 
Dirvin published in 1958. The Mother 
Seton biography will be enhanced by a 
greater abundance of original sources 
available to the author than was extant 
for the Saint of the M iraculous Medal. 
The book is expected to add to the 
growing knowledge of the Venerable 
Mother Seton, in that it will give special 
attention to her spiritual development 
and to the characteristics of her religious 
life. 

Interest in Rome 

Father Dirvin reports great interest 
in the Cause of Mother Seton at Rome. 
In a special audience, His Holiness, Pope 
John XXIII spoke animatedly of the 
Cause of the Venerable Servant of God, 
and blessed the priest's work on her bi
ography. His Holiness said that two 
Causes were- being advanced in Rome at 
rhe present time: the Cause of the 
Blessed Martyrs of Uganda and the 
Cause of Mother Seton. O nly a week be
fore, Pope John had spontaneously re
quested information on the status of 
Mother Seton's Process for Beatification. 

Cardinal Cicognani 

With Father Bisoglio, Father Dirvin 
called also on His Eminence, Amleto 
Cardinal Cicognani, Prefect of the Sa
cred Congregation for the Oriental 
Church and former Apostolic Delegate 
to the United States. It will be remem
bered that Cardinal Cicognani, while in 
America, was indefatigable in advancing 
Mother Seton's claim to sainthood. The 
Conferences of Mother Seton's daughters 
-periodic meetings of the heads of the 
seven communities of Sisters of Charity 
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Mother Joanna Marie, S.C., Mother 
General of the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Elizabeth, Convent, N. J.; Mother M. 
Claudia, S.C., Mother General of the 
Sisters of Charity of Greensburg, Pa.; 
and Mother Mary Omer, S.C., Mother 
General of the Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Sister Isabel, D.C., Visitatrix of the 
Eastern Province of the Daughters of 
Charity, and Mother Loretta Bernard, 
Mother General of the Sisters of Char
ity of Mount St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson, 
N. Y., had been similarly honored by the 
University at a previous Convocation. 

Convocation Address 

Vincent Edward Smith, Ph.D., Di
rector of the Philosophy of Science In
stitute of St. John's University, delivered 
the Convocation Address entitled "The 
School Examined: Its Aim and Con
tent." 

Sister Catherine 

Sister Catherine, National Chairman 
of Sister Formation since 1959, was hon
ored for the establishment of Marillac 
College, Normandy, Mo., which she 
"founded on Sister Formation principle 
of integrating the spiritual, intellectual, 
community and professional facets of a 
Sister's life by five years of preparation 
for the Church's apostolate." Recently 
Valerio Cardinal Valeri cited it as a 
" foundation which corresponds so fully 
to the desires of the Holy See." Sister 
Catherine is well known as a speaker 
and a frequent contributor to profes
sional magazines. 

Mother Stella Maria 

Mother Stella Maria was acclaimed 
for "her zeal in promoting the cause of 
Catholic education," which "has been re
warded with the extension of the teach
ing service of her congregation on Long 
Island and with the erection of Seton 
Hall High School in the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre." It was also noted that 
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FAVOR§ i\CKNOWLEDGED 
WARRENDALE, PA-I gave a relic 
of Mother Seton to my non-Catholic 
neighbor suffering from diabetes, who 
had a toe infection. The doctors thought 
it would be necessary to amputate the 
toe. Thanks to Mother Seton, he has 
been released from the hospital without 
having to undergo the amputation. 

M.C. 
NEW YORK, N. Y.-Shortly after 
our oldest daughter was enrolled in high 
school, my husband lost a fine job. I 
prayed to Mother Seton, asking that we 
find a way to pay the tuition so that she 
could remain at school. We received the 
assistance from a most unex ected source, 
an are continuing our prayers to Mother 
Seton for my husband to locate another 
position. 

J. G.]. 
WATERVILLE, ME.-In September, 
a woman patient of mine who lived with 
her two unmarried daughters, died very 
suddenly. This was a terrible shock to 
them. A week after the funeral, one of 
the daughters, who had been a very 
humble and shy person, became very 
agitated. She grew so disturbed that it 
was necessary to place her in a private 
sanitarium, where the psychiatrist told 
us he was very much worried by her 
condition and was not sure she would 
recover. Much to his amazement, at the 
end of two weeks she was as well as ever. 
She was discharged from the hospital 
and returned home. In a short while 
she returned to her work. I feel that 
this sickness was shortened by Mother 
Seton's intercession, for my wife and I 
had prayed to her daily for the girl's 
recovery. I would include this among the 
remarkable cw:es due. to Mothe.r Seton's 
powerful intercession. 

D.O.P. 
COVINGTON, LA-In February 
1960, my husband became very ill, and 
from then until December 1960 was in 
and out of the hospital a number of 
times. During this period he would im
prove and come home, only to go back 
to the hospital in a few weeks. After 
his last attack, I started a novena to 
Mother Seton, and I am happy to say 
he is substantially improved. I am grate
ful to Mother Seton. 

M.R.Q. 
WOODBURY, N . J .-On January 1, 
while my friend and her husband were 
out riding, he was stricken with a terrible 
headache and slumped over the wheel. 
She took him to the hospital, where, 
several days later, she was told he would 
have to undergo a brain operation, be-

cause he was hemorrhaging inwardly. 
Two specialists were called in, and on 
January 12 he underwent a five-and-a 
half-hour operation. We had begun a 
novena to Mother Seton on January 5. 
We feel that it was through her inter
cession that my friend's husband sur
vived the operation and made a remark
able recovery. He has just been allowed 
to return to work. 

M.F.M. 

BAL TIM ORE, MD.-A friend of mine 
underwent surgery for a peptic ulcer on 
February 15 . More than two-thirds of 
his stomach was resected. On February 
24 he was released. The doctors consider 
his'°" case ~xtraordinary~- He now takes 
solid food, drives his car, and appears 
quite well, thanks to prayers for his re
covery offered to Mother Seton by his 
friends. 

M. R.R. 

BLOOMFIELD, N. J.-We made a 
novena to Mother Seton, asking that 
our brother find a job. Within a week 
he was back at work. 

R. N . M . 

TRAFFORD, PA-My mother has had 
diabetes for over seventeen years. The 
day after Thanksgiving, we discovered 
that one of her toes was very sore, and 
had turned black. The doctors said that 
it was gangrenous, and that surgery 
would be the only way of saving her life. 
We prayed to Mother Seton daily, that 
surgery would not be necessary. From 
that time until February 8, the weather 
was so bad that mother could not get to 
the doctors nor could they come to see 
her. We feel that God allowed this ab
sence of medical help to show the power 
of VenerableE!rerbeth Setonr for, when 
the doctors examined our mother on Feb
ruary 8, they were speechless-all traces 
of gangrene were gone, and the toe 
healed. 

S. M. L. 

PITTSBURGH, PA,--Through the 
intercession of Venerable Elizabeth 
Seton, a woman had a very successful 
operation performed on her thyroid 
gland, for the removal of tumors. 

S. M. J. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-While 
expecting my fourth child, I contracted 
German measles during the early stages 
of pregnancy. I was aware that it con
stituted serious danger to the child. I 
prayed constantly to Mother Seton, and 
on November 19, a son, Matthew Jo
seph, was born, perfectly normal. 

M . J. L. 
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VISIT TO FLORENCE AND LEGHORN 
(Continued from Page 1) 

who revere Mother Seton as their found
ress-were begun at the suggestion of 
Cardinal Cicognani. 

The Cardinal's interest in the Vener
able Servant of God has not flagged 
since his promotion to the Roman Curia. 
He spoke glowingly of her virtues, em
phasizing her devotion to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament and to the Blessed 
Virgin, devotions which are keystones 
of American piety. 

Visit to Florence 

While in Italy, Father Dirvin visited 
Florence, Pisa and Leghorn, cities con
nected with Elizabeth Seton's five
months' sojourn there. 

In a letter addressed to Very Rev. 
John P . McGowan, C.M., Vice Postu
lator of the Cause of Mother Seton, 
Father Dirvin described the holy places 
which had impressed the Venerable Ser
vant of God so much. 

"In Florence, I said Mass in the 
Church of La Santissima Annunziata 
where Mother Seton was struck by the 
richness of the ornaments and the devo
tion of the people. After seeing this 
church, built by the Seven Holy Found
ers of the Servite O rder, I can readily 
understand her reaction to it. It is so 
lavish in silver and gold and hanging 
lamps that the other churches of this 
lovely city are almost plain in compari
son with it. La Santissima Annunziata 
is of especial interest to us as Vincen-

(q VERY day and night I use 

the holy water-in the morn

ing, to defend from danger; 

at night, to efface the errors of 

the day. You must allow that 

enthusiasts have a region of 

happiness where the wise ones 

do not enter; or, if they did, 

they would find a sort of Greek 

they could not understand. 

E.A.S. 

tians and to Mother Seton's daughters, 
because the body of St. Juliana Fal
conieri, who was canonized in the same 
ceremony with St. Vincent de Paul in 
1737, is enshrined under the altar in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

"I also stopped at the churches of 
S. Firenze and S. Lorenzo (where the 
Medici princes are buried), and the Du
omo or Cathedral-all of which Mother 
Seton had visited. 

"Although she mentions certain pic
tures and statues that particularly caught 
her eye in the famous Uflizi Gallery, it 
was impossible to find them in the wealth 
of art objects in this old palace of the 
Medici, because she does not mention 
the artists and sculptors who did them. 

"William Magee Seton died in Pisa, 
in a house along the Arno, close by the 
medieval Chapel of the Thorn, which is 
still standing. The Pisan sailors were 
fond of stopping to pray in this chapel 
before embarking on a voyage. 

Monastery of Montenero 

"When I arrived by train in Leghorn, 
which is approximately sixty-five miles 
from Florence and fifteen miles from 
Pisa, I went immediately by bus to the 
monastery of Montenero, which crowns 
a mountain overlooking the city. The 
trip itself was rewarding, for the bus 
wound along the shore line, passing the 
Port of Leghorn and the site of the 
lazaretto, where Mother Seton and her 
dying husband and their little Anna spent 
a desolate month of suffering in the 
damp, cold rooms before being permitted 
to join their friends the Filicchis on land. 
The lazaretto building is long since gone, 
and its site is occupied by an extensive 
Naval Academy. 

"The monastery of Montenero houses 
a community of Vallombrosian monks. 
The buildings are very ancient, some of 
them carved right out of the rocks of 
the mountainside. The monastery church 
possesses a miraculous image of the Vir
gin, known as O ur Lady of G race; and 
so many pilgrims have come here over 
the centuries, that it is called the Italian 
Lourdes. 

"You will remember this church as the 
spot where Mother Seton was so em
barrassed when a Protestant Englishman 
said to her in a loud whisper, at the 
sacred moment of Consecration: 'This 
is what they call their Real Presence!' 
She recorded that she was overcome 
with indignation and shame at the in
tolerance and bad taste of her co-reli
gionist. 

Filicchi Palace 

"In Leghorn, the next morning, I 
spent some time in the Church of Saint 
Catherine, where Mrs. Seton used to 
attend Mass with the Filicchis. The 
church-which is octagonal in shape and 
looks, from the outside, like a medieval 
fortress-is in the care of the Domini
can Fathers. 

"Leaving the church, I walked a short 
distance to the Filicchi palace, which 
is now a school for girls-the Institute of 
St. Julia-conducted by the Venerini 
Sisters. Mother Seton would be amused 
at the fact that the school bears the 
name of her dear friend Julia Scott! 
Most of the palace has, of course, been 
remodeled; but certain original rooms re
main, among them the room used by the 
Filicchis as their private chapel and a 
large drawing room, still resplendent 
with frescoes painted on the walls and 
ceiling. 

"I was pleased to find that Mother 
Seton's favorite spot in the palace, a 
long gallery where she used to walk in 
the evening and gaze out over the port, 
still survives. She would be delighted 
to know that the gallery is now used 
as a playroom for poor children of the 
neighborhood. The room was alive with 
children when I was there, and they put 
on an impromptu ring-around-the-rosie, 
to demonstrate their kindergarten skills 
for me. 

Monsignor Bardi 

"Before leaving Leghorn, I visited 
M onsignor Bardi, an old Canon of the 
Cathedral, who has written an Italian 
Life of Mother Seton, and also a Life 
of St. Catherine Laboure. Monsignor 
Bardi knows Count Antonio Filicchi, the 
great-great-grandson of the Antonio who 
converted Mother Seton and the last de
scendant to bear the Filicchi name. I re
membered that you had met the Count 
in Rome at the reading of the Decree 
proclaiming the heroic virtue of the 
Servant of God, and wished to give him 
your regards-but, unfortunately, he was 
out of town." 

The letter to Father McGowan con
cludes: "Surprisingly enough, Florence 
and Leghorn-except for Monsignor 
Bardi and the good Sisters at the Filicchi 
palace---do not seem aware of the fame 
of Elizabeth Seton. Let us hope that, by 
the grace of God and His Holy Church, 
they will soon wake up to the fact that 
they have harbored another of God's 
holy ones." 
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Mother Stella Maria had served the com
munity with distinction as teacher, hos
pital administrator and Superior, and had 
successfully undertaken the building of 
a new Motherhouse of the Sisters in 
Halifax, after the old one had been 
destroyed by fire. 

Mother Joanna Marie 

The citation of Mother Joanna Marie 
quoted a biographer of Mother Seton 
to the effect that she had been "nat
urally resourceful and confident," and 
the citation continued: "Faced with the 
challeng o.f suhoi:dinating _personal de
sires to perform God's Will, her spirit
ual daughters have heroically emulated 
her example: such is the case with 
Mother Joanna Marie .. .. In 1953 she 
was elected Assistant Mother and success
fully conducted a campaign for two and 
a quarter million dollars for the con
struction of a house of studies for the 
Junior Professed Sisters and an academic 

THE Communities of 

Mother Seton's daughters have 

fiourished because they have 

taken heed of her last instruc

tion to them: 

cc Be children of the Church." 

ftotq.er ~.eton ~ttilb 
1Emutit.11burg. ftllarylanb 
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and science hall for the College of Saint 
Elizabeth. Today as Mother General of 
her Congregation she administers the var
ied activities of 1,800 Sisters with char
acteristic resourcefulness and confidence. 
'Try me, 0 Lord!' pleaded the Royal 
Prophet with God: this prayer epitomizes 
the dedicated life of Mother Joanna 
Marie." 

Mother M. Claudia 
It was noted that Saint Vincent Col

lege had already acclaimed Mother M. 
Claudia for her "warm personality, 
breadth of vision, progressiveness of out
look, and delicate and develo~ spi~it
ual sensitiveness." Her citation- by St. 
John's read in part: "A facet of her 
career . . . which also merits com
mendation and in which she finds her 
deepest satisfaction is the Mother Seton 
Clubs. Founded by her in 1932 and es
tablished in all the schools and institu
tions where the Sisters serve, they are ded
icated to the promotion of Mother Seton's 
Cause for canonization. It is estimated 
that the Clubs directly make Mother 
Seton's life and her place in American 
history and in the Church known to a 
hundred thousand persons every year." 

Mother Mary Omer 
In honoring Mother Mary Omer, the 

University made note of the fact that 
she directed a "vast charitable enter
prise" of ninety-one houses and 1,534 
members, and that, since 1928, she has 
" 'devoted day and night to the sick and 
the ignorant.' 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GuILD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

I 
MAY, 1961 

Mother Seton 
"Following an extensive teaching career 

she distinguished herself in social work 
as Superior of the Santa Maria Institute, 
a social center serving the 'basin area' 
of Cincinnati; as Superior of St. Joseph 
Orphanage . . . and as Superior of 
Villa Nazareth Orphanage, Rome, Italy, 
for poor children of unusual intellectual 
ability, organized and directed by His 
Eminence, Domenico Cardinal Tardini.'' 
In closing, Mother Mary Omer's ci
tation hailed her as "a great 'American 
Woman' in the tradition of Venerable 
Mother Seton.'' 

Large Attendance 

The Convocation was attended by 
Very Rev. John P. McGowan, C.M., 
Vice Postulator of the Cause of Mother 
Seton; Very Rev. Francis Dodd, C.M., 
Director of the Eastern Province of the 
Daughters of Charity; Sister Isabel; and 
Mother Loretto Bernard; as well as by 
more than 400 invited guests, including 
priests, Sisters-especially representatives 
of all Mother Seton's communities-and 
members of the laity. 

Father Flynn, in his closing remarks, 
urged that the Venerable Mother Seton 
be more and more honored by public 
ceremonies and celebrations, especially, 
because of her important place in Cath
olic education, by academic commemo
rations like the Convocation at St. John's. 

The musical portion of the program 
was provided by the St. John's College 
Glee Club under the direction of John 
N. Nicholls. 

PRi\Y FOR THE HEi\TII.-I CATION OF OUR VENERABLE MOTHER SETON 


