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CARDINAL CICOGNANI ELEVATED 
FRIEND OF SETON CAUSE IS 
MADE SECRET ARY OF ST A TE 

The Very Rev. John P. McGowan, C.M., Vice Postulator of 
the Cause of Mother Seton, has expressed great pleasure and 
satisfaction at the appointment of His Eminence, Amleto Cardi
nal Cicognani, as Secretary of State to His Holiness, Pope John 
XXIII. "Every member of the Mother Seton Guild rejoices at 
this great and well-deserved honor that has come to the Cardinal, 
always a staunch friend of the Guild and of Mother Seton's 
Cause," Father McGowan said. 

When the then Archbishop Cicognani came to the United 
States as Apostolic Delegate in 1933, Pope Pius XI urged him to 
promote the Beatification and Canonization of Mother Seton, 
and also the causes of Kateri Tekawitha and Bishop John Neu
mann. The Archbishop was most devoted in carrying out this 
mission. 

The formation of the Mother Seton Guild itself was due in
directlv to his efforts. When he expressed to the late Rev. Salva
tor M: Burgio, C.M., at the time Vice Postulator of the Cause, 
his wish that Mother Seton be made known to the whole coun
try by means of articles, talks, etc., the Guild was established to 
organize and direct the holy campaign. It was at Archbishop 
Cicognani's suggestion, also, that the Conferences of Mother 
Seton's Daughters-periodic meetings of the heads of all the com
munities revering Mother Seton as their foundress-were formed. 

Personal Devotion 
The Archbishop himself spoke glowingly of the Venerable on 

every possible occasion, and acclaimed her in his book Sanctity-in 
America. When he superintended the moving of the Apostolic 
Delegation to its new home on Massachusetts Avenue in Wash
ington, D . C., in 1939, he showed her special honor by includ
ing her portrait among the four hung in the main salon: the 
others honored with her were Christopher Columbus, discoverer 
of America; George Washington, first American President; and 
John Carroll, first American Bishop. 

In April of the present year, Cardinal Cicognani graciously 
promised to wri te the preface to the Rev. Joseph I. Dirvin's 
forthcoming biography of Mrs. Seton. 

Distinguished Career as Delegate 
The sixth prelate to hold the office of Delegate here, Cardinal 

Cicognani served in it longer than any predecessor, traveled in 
every state but Alaska, and met more Americans than any other 
foreign prelate ever to come to this country. When he observed 
the 50th anniversary of his ordination in 1955, the late Edward 
Cardinal Mooney said of him: "Archbishop Cicognani has an 
unexcelled-I might even say unparalleled-knowledge of the 
Church in the United States." 

D uring his quarter century as Apostolic D elegate, Cardinal 

AMLETO CARDINAL C1coGNANI 

Cicognani played a major role in a period of unequaled growth 
for the Church in America. H e saw the Catholic population rise 
from about twenty million to more than thirty-four million, the 
number of priests nearly double, the establishment of more than 
thirty new dioceses and the founding of many new parishes, 
schools and other Catholic institutions. He himself consecrated 
fifty-eight American bishops. He was honored for his work 
here by honorary degrees from sixteen United States colleges 
and universities. 

Early Years 
The future Vatican Secretary of Scace was born February 24, 

I 883, in Brisighella, Italy. H e was educated at the seminary in 
Faenza, not far from his home, where he was ordained in 1905. 
Later he attended the Apollinaris College in Rome and the 
Pontifical Roman Seminary. A brilliant student, by 1910 he had 
won doctorates in theology, philosophy and canon law. 

Vatican Posts 
As soon as he had finished his studies, Father Cicognani was 

appointed an official in the Sacred (Continued on Page 4) 
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FAVOR§ .._~CK 
MICHIGAN-A friend of mine, the 
mother of five children, was told that she 
had cancer, and that there was no hope 
for her. Later, however, the doctor con
ceded there might be a chance of re
covery, if she underwent major surgery. 
My husband and I began to pray to 
Mocher Seton for her. The day before 
the scheduled surgery another X-ray was 
taken, which showed the supposedly ma
lignant spot had almost disappeared. It 
turned out that my friend had had only 
a blood clot, which has completely dis
solved. 

M.M. 

JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y.-Boch 
my legs were so afflicted with arthritis 
that I could hardly walk. For the past 
year and a half I have been praying to 
Mocher Seton for help. Today-through 
these prayers, I am sure-I am almost 
cured. 

M.F.M. 

CENTRAL ISLIP, N. Y. -A person 
very dear to me has returned to the sac
raments after fifteen years away. This 
occurred during a novena of fervent 
prayer to the Venerable Mother Seton, 
so chat I feel confident she brought him 
back to God. 

K. H. 

NEW YORK, N. Y.-I became very ill 
with an eye infection. The infection was 
lanced twice, and the doctor thought I 
might have to undergo more radical sur
gery. A Sister gave me a relic of Mother 
Seton to touch to my eye, and I began to 
pray to the Venerable. The infection 
cleared up over a space of months with
out surgery. My thanks to Mocher Seton. 

J.E. M. 

PASSAIC, N. J .-My husband had to 
stay home from work for over a year be
cause of a chest illness. His lung had 
collapsed from coughing, and the doctor 
said chat his condition made him a health 
menace and that severe tests would have 
to be made before he could mingle with 
the public aga.in. When the reports came 
back from the state board of health, all 
the tests proved negative. I know this 
was the result of our prayers to Mocher 
Seton. 

S. D. C. 

LEHIGHTON, PA.-My fifteen-year
old son had an ingrown toenail for more 
than two years. He was treated by three 
doctors, one of chem a specialist, but the 
infection kept recurring. I feared gan
grene or cancer. On the spur of the mo
ment, after having completed a novena 
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to the Venerable Elizabeth Seton, I called 
the hospital and had my son admitted. 
There a surgeon discovered a deep ab
scess that no amount of treatment could 
have helped. Thanks to Mother Seton, 
the affected toe is now completely healed. 

M.O.H. 

JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y.-Three 
months ago I started a novena to Mocher 
Seton for a better job. My prayers have 
been answered, and I am now very happy 
in my new position. 

F.M. 

LONG BEACH, CALIF.-Last spring 
my father became very ill and was rushed 
to the hospital unconscious. We were told 
he would probably not live. My father 
had been born and raised a Catholic, but 
had not been inside a church for twenty
five years. I came home from the hospital 
that evening and prayed to Mocher Se
ton, asking her help. In the morning, my 
brother phoned to tell me that my father 
had regained consciousness during the 
night and had received the Last Sacra
ments. Moreover, he recovered his health 
and is going to Mass regularly. I am very 
grateful to Mocher Seton for her inter
cession. 

M. J. S. A. 

FLUSHING, N. Y .-Four months ago 
my daughter was dangerously ill with 
hepatitis; doctors told me she would not 
live through the night. A friend gave me 
a relic and a medal of Mother Seton, 
which I applied to my daughter. She be
gan to improve, and is now back at work. 
In our greatest need, the Venerable 
Mother Seton came to our rescue. 

M. T.C. 

CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO-At the 
age of sixty my husband lost his position. 
Because of the large amount of money 
spent on our children's education, we 
were in financial straits. I prayed to 
Mother Elizabeth Seton for help, and 
before long my husband was restored to 
his former job. 

M. J.C. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. - A fourteen
year-old girl developed a brain tumor. 
She was rushed to the hospital, but was 
given little hope of recovery. An opera
tion was performed, but it seemed not 
to be successful. I began praying to 
Mocher Seton for this poor girl. In a 
matter of weeks she was well enough to 
go home, and now, six months later, she 
is enjoying normal teen-age activity. 
Thanks to Mother Seton for this re
markable favor. 

L. R. 
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Elizabeth Seton was essentially a mother, and a tender mother. Her love for her children shines forth in the following excerpts 

from a long letter written to her son William, who was in Europe on his way co work in the Filicchi counting house at Leghorn, 

Italy. It is obvious from these lines that, no matter the depth of her natural maternal affection, it was completely saturated with a 
supernatural love that yearned for the day when she and her children would be united in heaven, never to be separated again. 

After telling William some bits of news, Elizabeth suddenly breaks off: 

0 my William, tears will overpower-and my soul cries for our eternity. My dear, dear one, if the 

world should draw you from Our God, and we not meet there! That thought I cannot stand. I will 

hope, do hope. My God, who knows a mother's love, sees, and He will pity . ... 

I can write you but a few lines at a time, my heart is so full! ' But you will write to us as of ten as pos

sible ... .' You will never think it a task to write to beings so dear as your Beck, ]as and mother. For us it 

will be always like a renovation of life, for it is almost unaccountable how tenderly- we love you -who 

seems now to be the only root and dependence-even with Richard'-for all the comfcrts looked for in 

this life . ... 

Yau can easily suppose what will be our anxiety until we hear from you: but you know my old and 

confident rule, that those who most want the protection of heaven will be the surest of obtaining it. My 

very soul cleaves to you day and night, and night and day. The one look of my heart to Our God for 

you is unceasing except in sleep, and often even then. My full confidence that, whatever changing events 

you may pass through, you will act as a man and a Christian, and will keep in view our true home and 

eternal reunion, is my sweet consolation; and that confidence is even extraordinary, since you are so 

young,' and may have so many trials to pass through. 

Dearest, dear William, we are all taking care of one another that we may live to see you again. 

21St of May, 1815 

1 The letter was begun on May 10 and fini shed on May 21. 
' Catherine Josephine, 15, and Rebecca, 13, were living with their m other in St. Joseph's Vall ey . 
3 Richa rd, 17, was a board er a t Mount Saint Ma ry's Coll ege. 
• William was 18 at the time. 

Archbishop Shehan 
Returns to Baltimore 
His Excellency, Most Reverend Law

rence Shehan, D.D., former Bishop of 
Bridgeport, has been appointed Coadju
tor Archbishop of Baltimore with the 
right of succession. The new Coadjutor 
Archbishop, a native of the Archdiocese, 
will assist His Excellency, Most Rever
end Francis Keough, D.D., in the ad
ministration of the nation's primatial see. 

Archbishop Shehan was ordained on 
December 23, 1922. Pope Pius XII named 
him Titular Bishop of Lydda and Aux
iliary Bishop of Baltimore on November 
7, 1945, and he was consecrated on De
cember 12 of the same year. In 1953 he 
became the first Bishop of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, taking possession of the new 
see on December I. He was promoted as 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Baltimore by 
Pope John XXIII in August of the pres-

ent year, and was installed on Septem
ber 28. 

The Mother Seton Guild is delighted 
at the return of this " favorite son" to 
the birthplace of the American Church, 
to the scene of so many lasting labors 
for God. It is our earnest wish that this 
friend of Mother Seton-Archbishop 
Shehan has been a frequent and welcome 
visitor to St. Joseph's Valley-may join 
hands with the great ones of the past, 
our Venerable Elizabeth Seton, John 
Carroll, John Dubois, Simon Brute and 
so many others, to further the love of 
God and the advancement of the Church 
for many years! 

Annual Seton Medal 
Marillac College in Normandy, Mo., 

has set up an annual award to honor the 
Venerable Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

The college, which is exclusively for 

Sisters and is conducted by the United 
States Western Province of the Daugh
ters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, 
will give a medal each year to a nun 
whose work in the educational or social 
fields approximates the work done in 
these fields by the Venerable Mother 
Seton. 

The first medal was bestowed on Au
gust 15 of this year, feast of the Assump
tion of O ur Lady, upon Sister Agnita 
Miriam. Sister Agnita Miriam has been 
active for many years in the Conference 
of Religious of the National Catholic 
Charities, and has been on the faculty 
of The Catholic University of America, 
in Washington, D. C. 

Marillac College, founded upon the 
principles of Sister Formation which 
seeks to develop the talents and spiritu
ality of religious, is headed by Sister 
Catherine, D.C., Visitatrix of the Daugh
ters of Charity's Western Province. 
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Cardinal Cicognani 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Congregation of Sacramental Discipline. 
In 1913 he was admitted to practice as a 
lawyer before the Sacred Roman Rota, 
high Church court, and the following 
year was made an oflicial of the first class 
in the Sacred Consistorial Congregation. 
He remained with that Congregation 
fourteen years, five of them as under
secretary, and was raised to the rank of 
domestic prelate in 1923. 

In 1928 he was named assessor of the 
Sacred Congregation for the O riental 
Church, whose prefect was Pope Pius 
XI. While assessor of the O riental Con
gregation, he also served as secretary of 
the commission appointed to codify Ori
ental canon law. In collaboration with 
Pietro Cardinal Gasparri, who later be
came Vatican Secretary of State, he 
gathered a collection of source material 
in Eastern law and discipline. 

The Monsignor was at the same time 
a consultor of the Sacred Congregations 
of the Council, for the Propagation of 
the Faith and for Extraordinary Ecclesi
astical affairs. He was also a member of 
the Pontifical Commission for Russia. 

Author and Teacher 
During his years of service in the 

Roman congregations, he pursued careers 
as an author and teacher. In 1915 he 
wrote his first major work The Great 
Commandment of the Gospel, which was 
translated into English and Spanish in 
1931. His three-volume work Canon 
Law appeared in 1925. 

In addition to his writing, Monsignor 
Cicognani devoted much of his time to 
teaching; in 1921 he was made professor 
of canon law at the Apollinaris. 

Monsignor Cicognani was appointed 
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Apostolic Delegate to the United States 
on March 17, 1933. A month later, on 
April 23, he was consecrated Titular 
Archbishop of Laodicea in Phrygia in the 
American Church of Santa Susanna in 
Rome, served by the Paulist Fathers. 

During his service in the United 
States, Archbishop Cicognani accepted 
many invitations to address important 
Catholic gatherings in all parts of the 
country. The more than 300 public ad
dresses of the Archbishop as Apostolic 
Delegate are contained in five published 
volumes Addresses and Sermons. 

O ther writings of Archbishop Cicog
nani in America included Sanctity in 
America, first published in 1939, with a 
second edition appearing in 1941 and a 
third in 1945; and The Priest in the 
Epistles of St. Paul, the first and second 
editions of which were published in 1944. 
He wrote, besides, many pamphlets and 
contributed more than forty prefaces to 
works by other authors, including Mother 
of Many Daughters, a revision of Father 
White's biography of Mother Seton pub
lished by the Sisters of Charity of 
Mount-Saint-Vincent-on-Hudson. 

Anniversary Year 
The year 1958, his last in the United 

States, was the occasion of many honors 
and congratulations on the silver jubilee 
of his appointment as Delegate and 
episcopal consecration. O n April 26 he 
celebrated his jubilee Mass at St. Mat
thew's Cathedral, Washington; and when 
the American bishops held their annual 
meeting in November, some 150 members 
of the hierarchy paid tribute to him at a 
banquet in the nation's capital. His 
latest book The Saints Who Pray With 
Us in the Mass was published, with a 
dedication to the American priesthood. 

While in Chicago for the enthrone-

The Mother Seton G uild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the oflicial organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GurLD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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ment ceremonies for Albert Cardinal 
Meyer as Archbishop of Chicago in No
vember, 1958, Archbishop Cicognani re
ceived word that he had been named to 

the Sacred College of Cardinals. Upon 
his return to Washington, he visited the 
White House to bid good-bye to Presi
dent Eisenhower. His farewell statement 
read in part: 

"After twenty-five years of life in 
America I considered myself settled here 
and I was not thinking of a change. I 
feel deeply saddened to leave this land 
that I had come to consider like my 
country, and saddened to leave so many 
friends in America. I have the highest 
admiration for the American bishops, 
both as churchmen and as real Amer
icans." 

On December 9 he departed from 
Boston for Rome, where he was created 
a cardinal at the consistory of December 
15, along with Richard Cardinal Cushing 
of Boston, and the late John Cardinal 
O 'Hara, C.S.C., of Philadephia. 

In the months following he was named 
to seven of the twelve Vatican congrega
tions and four pontifical commissions. He 
was also chosen protector of a number 
of religious orders, some with mother
houses in the United States. His main 
post was that of Secretary of the Sacred 
Congregation for the O riental Church. 

He was appointed Vatican Secretary 
of State on August 14, 1961. At the 
same time he was also named President 
of the Pontifical Commission for the 
State of Vatican City-a post equivalent 
to governor of the small sovereign state 
-and President of the Cardinals' Com
mission for the Administration of the 
Goods of the Holy See, both oflices nor
mally held by the Vatican Secretary of 
State. 

PRAY FOR THE HE A.Tll•I CATION OF OU R VEN ERA BLE ~fOTHER SETON 


