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Seton Cause Makes 
Favorable Progress 
Doctors Approve Miracles 
Proposed for Beatification 

Very Rev. John P. McGowan, C.M., 
Vice Postulator of the Cause of Mother 
Seton, has expressed satisfaction at the 
progress of the Cause. At the same 
rime, he cautioned against speaking of 
the successful conclusion of the Cause 
for the Beatification of the Venerable 
Servant of God, as already accomplished. 

Father McGowan's remarks were oc
casioned by an item which appeared re
cently in the Catholic press, setting the 
spring of 1963 as the probable rime of 
Mother Seton's Beatification. The Vice 
Postulator pointed out that the item 
itself, which originated in Rome, did not 
claim my definitive character, but only 
characterized the spring beatification as 
"most likely." 

Father McGowan confirmed the re
port that the Cause had taken an im
portant stride forward: the doctors offi
cially commissioned by the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites to examine the 

(Continued on Page 4) 

New Biography Selected 
By Catholic Book Club 

The Catholic Digest Book Club has 
chosen Mrs. Seton, Foundress of the 
American Sisters of Charity, by Joseph 
I. D irvin, C.M., for its November selec
tion. 

The book, published by Farrar, Straus 
and Cudahy, New York, on October 26, 
carries a foreword by His Eminence, 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop 
of New York, and a preface by His 
Eminence, Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, 
Papal Secretary of State and former 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States. 
Both prelates have worked devotedly for 
the advancement of the Venerable 
Mother Seton's cause. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Mother Seton's Daughters Hold 
Annual Conference in New York 

Superiors Meet at Mount Saint Vincent-on-Hudson 

Pictured at the Conference (left to right): Sister Isabel, Mother Ellen Marie, Mother 
Joanna Marie, Mother Marie Gertrude, Sister Theodosia, Sister Eleanor, Father 
McGowan, Mother Loretto Bernard, Mother Mary Omer, Sister Mary Rose and 

Mother Mary. 

The six commurut1es of Mother Se
ton's Daughters assembled for their 
Nineteenth Conference at Mount Saint 
Vincent-on-Hudson, motherhouse of the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de 
Paul of New York, on August 7, 1962. 
Although these meetings usually take 
place in October, an earlier date was 
selected this year. 

Those attending included: Very Rev. 
John P. McGowan, C.M., Moderator 
of rhe Conferences and Vice Postulator 
of the Cause of Mother Seton; Sister 
Eleanor, Visitatrix of the Daughters of 
Charity's Eastern Province, and her As-

sistant, Sister Mary Clare; Sister Mary 
Rose, Visitatrix of the Daughters of 
Charity's Western Province, and one of 
her Councillors, Sister Justina; Mother 
Mary Omer, Mother General of the Sis
ters of Charity of Cincinnati, and Sister 
Rosarita, one of her Councillors. 

Also: Mother Mary Gertrude, Mother 
General of the Sisters of Charity of 
Halifax, and Sister Mary Grace, a 
Councillor; Mother Joanna Marie, 
Mother General of the Sisters of Charity 
of St. Elizabeth, and Mother Ellen 
Marie, former Mother General; Sister 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
MADISON, IND.-Recently I un

derwent surgery. Infection and other 
complications set in, causing an extremely 
high fever and leaving me in a very 
nervous state requiring special care. 
When the nervousness began, I placed 
myself in Mother Seton's hands. She has 
looked after me and I am well on the 
road to recovery, especially so far as my 
nerves are concerned. I will always be 
grateful; and pray that Mother Seton 
will soon be raised to the honors of the 
altar. M. W. W. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.-I should like 
•~ m~l,.e_ !mown a request granted roe 
through the intercession of Venerable 
Mother Seton. My sister, because of an 
injustice, was about to be dismissed from 
her teaching post. I asked Mother Seton 
to intercede for her, and within a month 
my sister's job was secure. M. E. A. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. - My 
father, who is very ill and cannot live 
much longer, became a Catholic. On a 
Friday, he was baptized, made his First 
Holy Communion, was confirmed and 
anointed; and at Mass the following 
Sunday, our pastor asked prayers for 
him. All this came about through 
Mother Seton, I am sure. I began pray
ing to her for my father's conversion the 
minute I received her prayer card. From 
the start of my father's illness I had 
felt sorry for him, because he could not 
receive the consolations of our Faith. 
Now he has them. ANON. 

ELIZABETH, N. J.-I prayed to 
Mother Seton that my nephew and his 

FLUSHING, L. !.-About two 
months ago my doctor advised correc
tive surgery for me. Because of my 
previous history of a tumor, she ad
vocated consultation with a specialist, 
who in turn found further evidence of 
the need for surgery, and approached 
a surgeon to perform the operation. 
When the surgeon had examined me 
thoroughly, he gave me unexpected good 
news. "I see no need for surgery at this 
time," he said. "Whatever condition was 
there is not present now." I am indeed 
grateful to Mother Seton, whom I had 
besought earnestly from the moment of 
the first disturbing diagnosis. 

~ 

BRONX, N. Y.-Daily, I had been 
saying prayers to Mother Seton for my 
youngest child, who is twelve. He had 
great dif!i.culty in speaking clearly, in 
reading, ere. Although we took him to 
several doctors, had his hearing checked 
periodically and gave him special reading 
lessons, he did not improve. His speech 
especially remained poor, and he con
tinued to repeat his school grades. Now, 
thanks to my perseverance in prayer to 
the Venerable Mother Seton, he has 
improved to the point where he has been 
promoted to the sixth grade. 

H.D.K. 

- - - wife would econc1 e . hey ha en 

GARDEN CITY, L. I.-I was se
riously ill in the hospital. The doctor 
told my husband, "We will operate, but 
the chances are slim." The operation was 
performed successfully and I recovered 
rapidly. One day, a Sister on the hos
pital staff asked me: "To whom did you 
pray? You look so well, after what ou 
have gone roug . s owe fi'er-,.., .... e __ _ 
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separated almost five years. They have 
five children. Last week the news 
reached me that Mother Seton had ob
tained an answer to my prayers. This 
couple have settled their differences and 
are very happy together. S. J. E. 

JERSEY CITY, N. J.-I was se
riously ill with chronic inflammatory 
arthritis of both knees. I besought 
Mother Seton to help me. Within a few 
months I was able to negotiate the stairs, 
and was soon able to resume my house
work. My husband had been retired 
from his job, and was very unhappy be
cause of his enforced idleness. He and 
I prayed to Mother Seton to help him 
find work, and a few days later he 
secured a job with a law firm. We are 
most grateful to Mother Seton for all 
she has done for us. M. J. D. 

relic of Mother Seton a Sister of Charity 
had given me the day I entered the hos-
pital. Since my recovery my husband 
has suffered a heart attack, but Mother 
Seton has intervened for us again, and 
my husband is doing well. C. D. C. 

WATERVILLE, MAINE-Sometime 
ago my wife and I made a trip to 
Emmitsburg where we visited the spots 
hallowed by Mother Seton. At that time 
we had only one child. We were anxious 
to have more. I had spent four years in 
U. S. Service abroad. When I returned 
I felt sure we would be blessed with chil
dren. The years went by, I had resumed 
my medical practice, but we had no more 
children. My wife and I both made 
novenas to Mother Seton to intercede 
for us. The following year a daughter 
was born to us. D. 0. P. 
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Conference at New York 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Mary Theodosia, representing Mother 
Mary Claudia, Mother General of the 
Mother Seton Sisters of Charity of 
Greensburg, who was unable to attend 
because of illness, and Sister M. Vic
toria, a Councillor; Mother Loretto 
Bernard, Mother General of the Sisters 
of Charity of New York, and her Coun
cillor, Sister Marie Clotilde. 

Present also were: Sister Isabel, former 
Visitatrix of the Daughters of Charity's 
Eastern Province; Sister Rosa, former 
Assistant of the Province; and Mother 
Mary, former Mother General of the 
Sisters of Charity of New York. 

The Conference formally opened with 
Mass celebrated by Father McGowan. A 
telegram from His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Egidio Vagnozzi, D.D., Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States, was read 
at the opening session: "Pleased to join 
in spirit with blessing and cordial best 
wishes for success of Nineteenth Con
ference of Daughters of Mother Seton." 

In reporting on his short visit to Rome 
this summer on official business concern
ing Mother Seton's Cause, Father Mc
Gowan spoke of the Cause's progress 
with great satisfaction. 

There followed a thorough discussion 
of matters that would require attention 
in the event of Mother Seton's Beatifica
tion. 

Father McGowan informed the Sisters 
that he was awaiting official instructions 
from Rome before proceeding with an 
important step in the Beatification 
Process, the exhumation and identifica
tion of the remains of the Venerable 
Servant of God. These instructions have 
since been transmitted in a letter from 
Father Antonelli, O.F.M., Promoter of 
the Faith for the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites, to His Excellency, Most Rev. 
Lawrence Shehan, D.D., Archbishop of 
Baltimore. 

Archbishop Shehan, because of his 
absence from Baltimore to attend the 
Second Vatican Council, has delegated 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. George L. Hopkins, Pro
Vicar and Chancellor of the Archdiocese, 
to conduct the exhumation and identifica
tion of the remains. Monsignor Hopkins 
will be assisted by Very Rev. F. Joseph 
Gossman, J.C.D., Vice Chancellor, as 
Notary. 

The Nineteenth Conference of Mother 
Seton's Daughters came to a close on 
Thursday morning, August 9. 

Progress of Seton Cause 
(Continued from Page 4) 

the hospital with a good report. Her 
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Father Dirvin's new biog
raphy of the Venerable 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, Mrs. 
Seton, F oundress of the 
American Sisters of Char
ity, may be purchased from 
the Mother Seton Guild, 
Emmitsburg, Md. The price 
is $6.95. 

Courageous Calling Is 
lnterestingN ovelAbout 
Mother Elizabeth Seton 

A new and attractive story concerning 
the life of Mother Elizabeth Seton was 
published recently by the Vantage Press, 
New York. 

This biographical novel, Courageous 
Calling by Clare Simone Seramur of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, makes delightful read
ing for both young and mature readers. 
The book captures the spirit and phi
losophy of Elizabeth Seton from the 
time she enters the story as a child of 
eight until her death at forty-six. 

The spiritual portrait of the valiant 
Elizabeth is both intimate and convinc
ing. She is pictured as a model daugh
ter, wife, mother and nun, supremely 
worthy of the high honor bestowed on 
her by the Catholic Church when it pro
nounced her virtues heroic and conferred 
on her the title of Venerable in 1959. 

Literary critics have seen in this book 
an absorbing, true life story of an out
standing American woman. By stressing 
Elizabeth Seton's courage and indom
itable will, the novel becomes an in
spiring psychological and sociological 
portrait. 

The style is both charming and wom
anly in presenting a life so sweetly 
simple, yet so providentially powerful in 
the cause of charity. 

The author's ability to combine the 
human with the deeply spiritual in 
Mother Seton's nature makes this book 
a must in American Catholic homes. The 
Mother Seton Guild recommends it, and 
wishes it great success. 

recovery we felt an answer to our prayers 
to Mother Seton." 

Anne O'Neill has already survived 
well beyond anyone on record in whom 
leukemia has been accurately diagnosed. 
She is today a normal, healthy girl, with 
no trace of the dread disease. 

New Biography 
(Continued from Page 1) 

The new biography presents the life 
of Mrs. Seton in 455 pages of text. The 
extensive bibliography of original sources 
and more than a hundred other titles, 
together with a convenient documenta
tion, attest to the complete authority of 
the book. There are also sixteen pages 
of illustrations and a comprehensive 
index. 

Father Dirvin, an assistant to Rev. 
Joseph A. Skelly, CM., Director of The 
Central Association of the Miraculous 
Medal, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., 
and an associate editor of The Mirac
ulous Medal magazine, carried on ex
haustiY:e e_search for his biography of 
Mother Seton here at Emmitsburg, at 
Notre Dame University, Notre Dame, 
Ind., and in Rome. During the author's 
stay in Rome, in the spring of 1961, His 
Holiness, Pope John XXIII, personally 
blessed the work in a special audience 
arranged by Very Rev. Luigi Bisoglio, 
C.M., Postulator of the Cause of Mother 
Seton. 

In his Author's Note, Father Dirvin 
says: "The goal I set myself in under
taking this biography was to tell the 
fascinating life story of Elizabeth Seton 
exactly as it unfolded, and in a manner 
agreeable to the widest number of 
readers. 

"I had not read far in the great mass 
of original letters and papers available 
to the Seton biographer, when it became 
evident that the best way to achieve this 
goal was to allow so literate, witty and 
charming a woman as Mrs. Seton to tell 
her story herself. 

"Generous extracts from the thou
sands of pages written in her own neat, 
flowing hand have been transferred to 
the pages of this manuscript in such a 
way as to form a strong central thread, 
weaving the myriad strands of a lifetime 
into a glowing and harmonious whole." 

The new biography places special 
emphasis on Mrs. Seton's spiritual life, 
tracing it from ordinary goodness to 
heroic sanctity by describing her devo
tions and religious practices, quoting 
from her meditations and spiritual 
thoughts, discussing the spiritual direc
tion given to her and her reactions to it 
-both as a Protestant and as a Catholic. 

The publishers, on the flap of the 
handsome book-jacket, promise that 
"this is Mrs. Seton in her day-to-day 
life, in the scenes and among the people 
who influenced her and whom she in
fluenced. Special care was taken, there
fore, to 'flesh out' as much as possible 
the many characters who played parts in 
her inspiring life story." 
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Progress of Seton Cause former sickness, and I attribute my cure 
solely to a novena made to Mother Se-

(Continued from Page l) ton in order to obtain it." 
miracles allegedly wrought through the Sister Gertrude died suddenly at Villa 
intercession of Mother Seton have re- St. Louise, Normandy, Mo., on August 
ported favorably on their findings. In 20, 1942, of a pulmonary embolism. Be-
the opinion of these doctors the remark- cause of her remarkable recovery of 
able cures of Sister Gertrude Korzen- eight years before, an autopsy was 
dorfer, an American Daughter of Char- ordered. Dr. Walter J. Siebert, the 
ity, and of Anne Theresa O'Neill, a pathologist who conducted the autopsy, 
Baltimore girl, were outside the scope made the following report. 
and power of medical science. "There is no question but that the 

An exploratory operation was per- biopsy section removed from the head 
formed on Sister Gertrude in the Hotel of the pancreas in 1935 shows an adeno-
Dieu, New Orleans, La., on January 5, carcinoma of the small ducts of the 
1935. She was found by the surgeons pancreas which invaded slightly into 
to be suffering from a malignant tumor pancreatic tissue. The autopsy showed 
on the pancreas, so advanced as to be no evidence, whatever, of this cancer 
ino erabl . Immediate bio sies ~rformed and furthermore does not even show evi-
by three medical laboratories in the ;;:;c~ity.cc.....-...:;:e:::n:..c~e=...of a scar ~ e pancreas w ere 
confirmed the surgeons' findings with this tumor had been. From the medical 
the verdict of carcinoma or cancer of the standpoint this is a clear-cut case of 
pancreas. Her case was hopeless. complete and spontaneous cure of a 

The Daughters of Charity of the Ho- cancer of the head of the pancreas." 
tel Dieu and of DePaul Sanitarium, also Anne Theresa O'Neill, now fifteen, 
located in New Orleans, began at once was admitted to St. Agnes Hospital, 
a novena to Mother Seton for Sister Baltimore, Md., on February 17, 1952, 
Gertrude's cure. Sister Gertrude her- where a bone marrow puncture pin-
self attested to the result: pointed her disease as acute leukemia. 

"From the second day following the Medication did nothing for her, and her 
exploratory operation I felt neither pain case was considered hopeless. One of 
nor nausea. I was able to take with the nation's foremost experts on leu-
relish and retain any nourishment pre- kemia, Dr. Milton S. Sacks, had her 
sented to me. My strength returned; I admitted to University Hospital, Bal-
gained weight and I was discharged from timore, Md., on February 28, 1952, 
the hospital February 1, 1935. However, where a new drug, aminopterin, was 
my Superiors thought it would be better tried. Her condition only grew worse, 
for me to remain there a month longer, her face becoming swollen and her suf-
which I did. I returned to my duty the ferings more intense. She was discharged 
1st of March. Since then I was able to from the hospital as incurable on March 
follow the common life and to attend to 27, 1952. 
all the duties of my office as Sister Dr. Sacks, however, kept Anne under 
Servant (Superior and Administrator) his personal care. The child was home 
of a 250 bed hospital for the insane. but a short time when her condition be-

"I have never had any relapse of my came so critical that she had to be rushed 
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again to St. Agnes Hospital. Sister Mary 
Alice Fowler, supervisor of St. Louise's 
Children's Ward at the hospital, re
ported the events of the following days: 

"When admitted for the second time, 
April 9, 1952, at St. Agnes' Hospital, 
Anne Theresa was in a pitiful condition. 
She was very pale, her face was swollen, 
she was irritable and was so weak, that 
she could neither sit nor stand. The 
diagnosis this time was 'Advanced 
Leukemia.' Now Anne also developed 
chicken pox. (Dr. Sacks said it was the 
worst case he had ever seen.) 

"Little Anne's mother was a woman 
of great faith. When I saw Anne's con
dition the next day, the thought came 
to me that this case would be a good 
one for Mother Seton to show her power 
Wltn God and, f It O S O y W , 
to cure Anne of this incurable disease, 
leukemia. 

"I talked to the mother and told her 
what I wanted to do. I also told her 
what Mother Seton had done for another 
patient I had for whom all hope of re
covery had been given up and that this 
patient is living today in wonderful 
health. 

"I told Mrs. O'Neill to get as many 
people as she could to pray to Mother 
Seton for Anne's cure. In the meantime 
I would get the Sisters and children in 
our homes and schools to join in this 
Crusade of Prayer in behalf of Anne. 
Mrs. O'Neill pledged her cooperation 
to do all I asked of her. 

"During the novena Anne seemed to 
show some improvement. She began to 
eat and to take notice of things about 
her. Later she began to sit up and within 
a few days she was allowed to be up and 
walking. Anne continued to improve and 
on April 27, 1952, was discharged from 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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