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'To Promote the Canonization of Mother Seton 

EMMITSBURG, Mo. DECEMBER, 1963 

A Blessed Christmas 

~A Y the Infant Sa-vior bless our de-voted Mem-
bers of the Mother Seton Guild, and grant them 
their dearest wishes. 

VERY REv. JoHN P. McGowAN, C.M. 
Vice Postulator 

Mother Seton~s precious 
remains are enshrined 
above the high altar of 
the Sisters' chapel at 
Emmitsburg. 
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Late President's Mother 
Honored at Emmitsburg 
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, wife of the 

former United States Ambassador to 
Great Britain and mother of the late 
President of the United States, received 
an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 
from Saint Joseph College, Emmitsburg, 
Md., on Saturday afternoon, October 5, 
1963. 

The occasion marked the first time 
Mrs. Kennedy had received an honorary 
degree from an American college. Saint 

. ; , ' r:'.~JI ge developed ' m,~!le--eati---~,-.,-
cational establishment founded by Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton at Emmitsburg in 
1809. 

Honorary degrees were conferred also 
upon His Excellency, Most Rev. Law
rence J. Shehan, D.D., Archbishop of 
Baltimore, and Miss Sarah Christie, As-
sistant Superintendent of Schools, Tren
ton, N. J ., and an alumna of Saint Jo
seph College. Archbishop Shehan's 
degree was conferred in absentia. The 
Archbishop was in Rome, attending the 
second session of the II Vatican Ecumen
ical Council. 

His Excellency, Most Rev. Thomas 
Austin Murphy, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
of Baltimore, presided at the special 
Academic Convocation, convened to hon
or Blessed Mother Seton, who was 
beatified last March 17. The Convoca
tion Address was given by Very Rev. 
Edward J. Burke, C.M., Ph.D., Presi
dent of St. John's University, New 
York . 

Be_ior.e the confer.ring of degrees, Sis
ter Rosemary, Ed.D., President of Saint 
Joseph College, welcomed the invited 
guests. In citing Mrs. Kennedy for the 
degree, Sister Margaret, Dean of the 
College, hailed her as "a wife and 
mother of the twentieth century, who in 
her exemplary life mirrors many of the 
beautiful qualities which distinguished 
the young Mrs. William Seton in her 
role as wife, mother and homemaker." 

Mrs. Kennedy responded with a beau
tiful tribute to Blessed Mother Seton, 
noting that she "shared some of the 
problems which all of us face daily, 
mastered them, and in the process gave 
us an unforgettable example of the place 
of prayer in our spiritual lives.' 

Father Burke, at the beginning of his 
address, remarked that Mother Seton's 
life "suggests so much thought for 
wholesome meditation, that she might 

Bishop T. Austin Murphy, Baltimore 
Auxiliary, and Sister Rosemary congrat

ulate Mrs. Kennedy. 

be called an American 'saint for all sea
sons.' " For that reason, he continued, it 
was his intention in his dissertation "to 
endeavor to ascertain her spirit as an 
educator, and to detect the spark that 
enkindled her teaching with so much 
purpose, love and zeal.'' To certify the 
validity of this approach to Mother Seton 
as an educator, Father Burke quoted 
Pope Pius XII on the formation of 
teachers: "What is essential in this 
formation is not so much the sum total 
of knowledge, of methods, of clever 
moves, as the spirit.'' 

Father Burke then went on to demon
strate that Blessed Mother Seton had in 
abundance the supernatural qualities 
that make the true Catholiceducator: 

"Her intense and unceasing awareness 
of the supernatural as parental guide, 
formal teacher and spiritual counselor is 
also the key to her spirit as an educator. 
The knowledge that God intended 
eternity for us all provided the purpose 
that guided her teaching, enkindled the 
love that animated her presentation, and 
vitalized the zeal that distinguished her 
efforts." 

Father Burke summed up the spirit of 
Blessed Mocher Seton as an educator: 

"Faith, love and zeal were its essential 
characteristics. Of these three the energiz
ing force was unquestionably love, a 
love of the supernatural so intense and 
constant as to be ineffable.'' 

Mr. Thomas W. Pangborn, Maryland 
industrialist and pioneer in Catholic Ac-

(Continued on Page 3) 
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It is a great privilege for me, and also 
a very real pleasure, to be here today to 
participate in honoring Blessed Elizabeth 
Seton. 

Her life is a true inspiration to women 
who live in the world in our time, since 
it shares so many elements with our own. 
Mother Seton grew to maturity in a vety 
comfortable home; she traveled, she mar
ried and she was the mother of five 
children. So often, when we read the 
lives of the people who have been 
beatified or who have become saints, we 
find that they lived in a milieu which 
seems far away from our ordinary world. 

Many of them were secluded in con
vents, some of them were missionaries, 
most of them lived centuries ago. But 
today we are able to speak of someone 
who shared some of the problems which 
all of us face daily, who mastered them 
and who in the process gave us an un
forgettable example of the place of 
prayer in our spiritual lives. 

Possibly because her childhood was 
lonely, on account of the early death of 
her mother, she felt a need early in life 
to turn to God and to confide in Him. 
And so, even in her youth, regardless 
of childhood pleasures and distractions, 
she found time to pray, to meditate on 
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ing was the most important part of the 
education of children. 

It has never been possible for all chil
dren to enjoy the special advantages of 
the parochial school. When I was grow
ing up, and even when my children were 
young, there were only few parochial 
schools in the areas in which we lived. 
In these circumstances, mothers and 
fathers were forced to assume much of 
the responsibility for the religious edu
cation of their children. 

When my children were young, I re
member how often I used to take them 
for a walk, or do some errands at the 
corner store, and on the way home we 
would make a point to stop at church 
to pray. In this way, the children would 
noc think the church was someplace 
where people went only on Sundays. As 
they grew older, we would discuss feast 
days-like Easter, for instance-as they 
were usually at home together for the 
Easter holidays. 

Later on, when they visited sacred 
shrines, as in the Holy Land, we would 
discuss these places and the events in 
Our Lord's life. We regularly talked 
about the Gospel on Sundays at home, 
or some liturgical aspect of the Mass, 
and selected a child at random at Sun-
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with my children, even though their in
terests keep them often some distance 
from home. 

Sometimes it is a reminder that the 
First Friday of the month will be the 
Friday on which they are traveling. 
Sometimes it is to advise them that they 
are speaking too fast on the TV. But 
I think it is the pleasant duty of a 
mother to advise-to encourage and 
comfort her children, be they far or 
near, young or old. 

In my own particular life I have al
ways been fortunate in having a father 
to advise our older children. In mature 
years, I believe, the steady hand and the 
experience of a father, too, is irreplace
able. When my children went out into 
the world, especially when the boys were 
choosing a career, when they were meet
ing other men, when they were en
countering men's problems-in those 
moments a father's wisdom, counsel and 
advice were, I believe, all important. 

But Blessed Elizabeth Seton, we must 
remember, was deprived of that great ad
vantage; she was widowed early. Mother 
Seton continued to work indefatigably 
for the children entrusted to her care 
in the school, as well as for Sisters in 
the community. 

Mrs. Kennedy's Speech at Convocation 
God, and on her duties to her neighbor. 
The pattern begun so early continued in 
devotion to prayer and solicitude for the 
sick and the needy during her entire life. 

In her middle years her husband died, 
and Mrs. Seton suffered financial re
verses, making her largely dependent on 
her friends and relatives. Still, she never 
lost courage, nor did her faith falter: 
her care for the unfortunate grew more 
fervent and her prayers were multiplied. 

After a variety of changes and disap
pointments, she was able to establish an 
American community of religious women. 
With this dedicated group she opened 
the first American day school of its kind, 
from which the parochial schools of the 
country can be said to have their origin. 

How deeply all of us in America are 
indebted to her for the vision which be
came the parochial school system! We 
can only marvel at the manner in which 
it has expanded to its present number 
and brought benefits to so many millions 
of our children. What a remarkable 
achievement that was! And yet, how 
many trials and tribulations Mother Se
tion encountered before her school and 
the community were finally on firm 
ground! Uppermost in her mind and 
heart was the belief that religious train-

day dinner to describe what the Gospel 
was about and its meaning to him. In 
this way, I always felt, interest was 
stimulated and religious events were 
brought into the area of our daily family 
living. 

In their later lives, too, Blessed Eliza
beth Seton continued to show constant 
solicitude for her children, advised them 
personally and by letter, when she was 
away from home, and prayed incessantly. 
That surely is a lesson and an example 
from which we can profit. Too many 
feel that a mother's work is done when 
her children become adults. I always con
sider it part of my duty as a mother to 
keep in contact by letter or telephone 

Late President's Mother 
(Continued from Page 2) 

tion in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, 
was honored as a distinguished guest and 
commended for his interest in the intel
lectual formation of youth. 

Other distinguished guests included 
U . S. Senators Daniel Brewster and 
J. Glenn Beall; Louis Goldstein, Mary
land state treasurer; and several state 
legislators and officials. 

Her instructions were simple and prac
tical. She stressed efficiency in admin
istration and pedagogy, which were to 
be achieved through simplicity and di
rectness of approach. She taught hard 
work as a means of salvation and perfec
tion. And all was to be done with an 
open hand, warm heart and friendly 
smile. 

In her later life, though suffering 
severe physical pains, she worked night 
and day to relieve illness in others and 
to comfort the stricken souls of those 
about her; she labored without com
plaining and then placed the outcome in 
the hands of God. 

The life of Blessed Elizabeth Seton 
is full of those practical virtues that ap
peal to the American woman! All of us 
can find, as I have found, some prob
lems in her life which parallel those of 
our own-and her solution of them can 
be a great inspiration to us. 

Sanctity, through Blessed Mother Se
ton, becomes an attainable thing, a state 
which we can acquire, if we be faithful 
- as she was-in our duties toward God 
and toward our neighbor. How proud 
we should be that the first truly Amer
ican saint is at the same time a truly 
realistic model for American women! 



PAGE FouR MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

Pilgrims Flock to St. Joseph's 
Since the beatification of Blessed Eliza

beth Ann Seton, on Sunday, March 17, 
thousands of pilgrims have been travel
ing great distances to visit Emmitsburg, 
see the blessed ground from which so 
much charity has sprung, and pray be
fore Blessed Mother Seton's remains. 

For example, in the four-month period 
between June 29 and October 27, there 
were fifty-eight group pilgrimages. These 
groups, sometimes numbering as many 
as 250 people and often led by a priest 
or a nun, had written ahead to make 
arrangements to visit the sacred spot. 
They came from nearby, and from as 
£a-i: . away as Obio and- Massacbnsetcs 

But the pilgrims who come not in 
formal groups are even more numerous. 
One of the Sisters deputed to welcome 
the visitors has this to say of them: 

"In addition to the regular scheduled 
pilgrimages, there are many others who 
'just drop in'; they come singly, in twos 
and threes, in family groups-unan
nounced, unplanned for. They come 
seeking aid in their troubles, sorrows, 
anxieties. Their faith is remarkable. 

"On Saturdays and Sundays they pour 
in by the hundreds. They come from 
all parts of the country-the Far West, 
the Middle West and the East; a few 
from the South. All are pleased to re
ceive literature relating to Mother Seton, 
and in this way our Blessed is becoming 
more widely known." 

Some, Sister goes on to say, come back 
again and again: 

"One of our familiar pilgrims is a 
woman who was injured as a child. 

fllllntqrr ~rtnn ~uilb 
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Later an abscess developed at the end 
of the spine, necessitating the removal 
of five vertebrae, which left her com
pletely paralyzed from the hips down. 
She has been in this condition for the 
past seventeen years-a bed and wheel 
chair patient. 

"She has come here with the hope of 
a cure, to visit Mother Seton's shrine, 
where her remains are enthroned above 
the main altar. Today, October 12, is 
her twelfth visit here. 

"The doctor gives her a periodic 
check-up. Three months ago, when the 
doctor injected her spine, she had her 

rst sense o ee mg. e 1s m constant 
pain now, which she attributes to circula
tion in her limbs. Just as soon as the 
sense of feeling reaches her feet, she is 
confident that she will be cured. She 
calls her pain 'a blessed pain,' because, 
she says, it presages the return of life." 

It is noteworthy that various com
munities of nuns are especially attracted 
to the shrine of the holy woman who 
founded the first native American Sister
hood. The following groups of nuns 
have already come on pilgrimage: the 
Sisters of Mercy, Merion, Pa.; the Holy 
Cross Sisters, Rockville, Md.; the Sisters 
of Divine Providence, Baltimore, Md.; 
and the Sisters of the Holy Child, Phila
delphia, Pa. 

The groups have also included the 
Ladies of Charity, the Knights of 
Columbus, the Boy Scouts, and various 
sodalities, rosary societies, school and 
alumni associations. 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON Gu1Lo BULLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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New York Groups 
Honor Mother Seton 

Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton was hon
ored recently by two large groups of 
women at their annual Communion 
breakfasts in New York. 

The Ladies of Charity of the Arch
diocese of New York held their break
fast in the grand ballroom of the Wal
dorf-Astoria on Saturday, October 5. 
His Excellency, Most Rev. John J. 
Maguire, 0.0., V.G., Auxiliary Bishop 
of New York, presided at the affair, 
which was attended by 1,350 women. 
Mayor Robert F. Wagner and Mrs. 
Wagner were also present. 

On atur ay, ovem r 2, t e 
Nurses Alumnae of St. Vincent's Hos
pital, New York, held its annual Com
munion breakfast in the ballroom of the 
Americana Hotel. More than 800 women 
attended. 

Mother Loretto Bernard, Mother Gen
eral of the Sisters of Charity of Mount 
Saint Vincent-on-Hudson, was an hon
ored guest at both celebrations. 

Rev. Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., author 
of Mrs. Seton: Foundress of the Amer
ican Sisters of Charity, was the speaker 
on each occasion. 

The Mother Seton Guild 
laments the death of our late 
President John F. Kennedy. 

May he rest in peace! 

PRAY FOB THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH Al'\N SETON 


