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Father Bisoglio Fifty Years a Priest 
Postulator of Seton 
Cause Celebrates 
Anniversary in Rome 

Very Rev. Luigi Bisoglio, C.M., Pro
curator General of the Vincentian Fa
thers and the Daughters of Charity and 
Postulator of the Cause of Blessed Eliz
abeth Ann Seton, observed his Golden 
Jubilee in rhe Holy Priesthood on De
cember 14, 1963. 

Very Rev. John P. McGowan, C.M., 
Vice Postulator of Blessed Mother Se
ton's Cause, flew to Rome for the occa
sion, carrying wirh him the grateful 
felicitations of Mother Seton's Daugh
rers and the Mother Seton Guild. 

The simple celebration consisted of a 
low Mass of thanksgiving, offered by 
Father Bisoglio on Thursday, December 
19, at 6:30 A.M., in the community 
chapel of the Collegio Leoniano, mother
house of the Vincentian Fathers' Roman 
Province. Father McGowan offered a 
Mass for Father Bisoglio at the same al
tar immediately afterward. 

In attendance at the Masses were Very 
Rev. William A. Slattery, C.M., Supe
rior General of the Vincentian Fathers 
and the Daughters of Charity; his six 
Assistant Generals; Father Bisoglio's 
Vincentian confreres; and a large num
ber of Daughters of Charity and Ladies 
of Charity. 

At noon that same day Father Bisog
lio was tendered a Jubilee Dinner in the 
refectory of the Collegio Leoniano, and 
a similar dinner the following Sunday in 
the refectory of the adjacent Casa lnter
nazionale, the Vincentian Fathers' inter
national house of studies. 

The J ubilarian received many gifts 
and messages of congratulations from 
his friends in the United States, includ
ing spiritual bouquets from all Mother 
Seton's communities, and he was most 
anxious that Father McGowan convey 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Father Luigi Bisoglio smilingly introduces Ann Teresa O'Neill and her mother to the 
late Pope John XXIII at the Beatification of Mother Seton . Archbishop Enrico 
Dante is at the Pope's right. 

New York Daughters of Blessed 
MotherSetonCelebrateFirstFeast 

The first liturgical feast of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, foundress of the 
American Sisters of Charity, was cele
brated at Mount St. Vincent-on-Hud
son, New York, on Saturday, January 
4, 1964-the 14 3rd anniversary of her 
happy death. The entire community was 
invited to the motherhouse to share in 
the solemn commemoration of the feast; 
more than 600 Sisters were present. 

His Excellency, Most Rev. John J. 
Maguire, D.D., V.G., Auxiliary Bishop 
of New York, was celebrant of the Sol
emn Pontifical Mass in honor of the new 
Blessed. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Gustav Schul
theiss, V.F., pastor of St. Raymond's 

Church, was assistant priest to His Ex
cellency. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Don
ovan, pastor of Notre D ame Church, 
was deacon; and Rt. Rev. Msgr. Law
rence J . Cahill, Vicar for Religious of 
the Archdiocese of New York, subdea
con. Rt. Rev. Msgr. John M. Brew, sec
retary to the Bishop, and Rev. Philip M. 
Mulcahy, chaplain at Mount St. Vin
cent-on-Hudson, were masters of cere
monies. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Terence J. 
Cooke, Chancellor of the Archdiocese 
of New York, preached the sermon. 

Present in the sanctuary were Rt. Rev. 
Msgrs. James E. Richardson and Dennis 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
PITTSBURGH, PA.-Over the past 

eight years my mother, who is now 69 
years of age, has had several heart at
tacks and three or four slight strokes; 
she also suffers from hardening of the 
arteries. During the last two years she 
has been hospitalized three times and 
has received the Last Rites of the 
Church. Five months ago the doctor told 
us that she would henceforth be bedfast, 
and would never leave her room again. 
He said her death was just a matter of 
time. She couldn't walk, and suffered 
severe dizzy spells. Then, a friend gave 
my mother a relic of Blessed Mother Se
ton. Her condition changed almost at - ~ . " 

0 .. , ""t' ........ J, 
although she goes up and down steps 
and helps with small chores around the 
house. She also goes out every Sunday. 
We think her improvement is wonder
ful--even the doctor is amazed-and we 
give all the credit to Mother Seton. 

M. I. D. 

ELIZABETH, N. J. - When our 
daughter was ready for college, there 
seemed to be no place for her. We ap
plied to many schools, but to no avail. 
It was about this time that I received a 
prayer leaflet in honor of Mother Seton. 
I said the prayer to her faithfully, and 
when we had just about given up all 
hope, we learned of a new Catholic col
lege. My daughter was accepted there, 
and is doing very well in her studies. We 
shall continue to thank Blessed Mother 
Seton for this favor . 

M.A. C. 
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ago I gave my daughter a medal of 
Blessed Mother Seton to put on her 
baby, who was suffering from a severe 
cold. My daughter had been up night 
after night with the child; the medicine 
seemed to be doing no good. She pinned 
the medal on the baby, and that very 
first night the little one slept through 
the entire night. We feel that we owe 
Mother Seton our thanks. 

M.H.F. 

POMPTON PLAINS, N. J.-We 
were on our way home from Florida 
when my little daughter became very ill. 
I begged Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
to help us control the illness so as to 
reach home safely, with no serious con
sequences to the child. I feel that it was 
through Mother Seton's intercession that 

my little girl quickly recovered, enabling 
us to continue our trip home. 

M. R. T. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.-I prayed to 
Blessed Mother Seton for a boy who 
was seriously ill of a brain tumor. The 
doctor did not expect him to live, for he 
was just getting over an operation per
formed the year before, which had re
vealed the rumor to be dangerously close 
to a vital area. The boy's remarkable re
covery must be attributed to Mother Se
ton's power with God. 

P . R. 

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. - Two 
months ago a worker in our office was 
very worried about her daughter-in-law's 
condition during pregnancy. Certain dif
ficulties gave rise to doubt as to whether 
she would have a normal delivery. We 
prayed together to Blessed Elizabeth Se
ton. It was through her intercession, we 
feel certain, that the girl's pregnancy 
proceeded normally, and that the mother 
and her new son are doing well. 

M. M. S. 

TOTOWA BORO, N. J.-I had a 
throat ailment which caused me to lose 
my voice continually. Three specialists 
told me that I had a growth. I started 
a novena in honor of Blessed Mother Se
ton. In the meantime I visited yet a 
fourth doctor, who told me that he could 
find no growth. He must have been 
right, for I haven't lost my voice in over 
a year. All thanks to Mother Seton. 

_JUI _ T 0 

JACKSON, MICH-A year ago my 
daughter seemed hopelessly ill and near 
death from a rare sickness and its com
plications. She had been in a coma for 
four nights and three days, and the doc
tors told us that they had never known 
anyone to recover from this sickness 
after lapsing into coma. We prayed fer
vently to Blessed Elizabeth Seton, and 
now our daughter has fully recovered. 

M.J.M. 

ROXBURY, MASS. - My grand
daughter had serious trouble with one of 
her eyes. We prayed to Blessed Mother 
Seton for her, and after only two visits 
to a doctor, her eye is completely cured. 

M.M.Z. 
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First Seton Feast at Mount St. Vincent 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Q. Blake, and Revs. Hermes Riviere, 
S.J., and Daniel Araoz, S.J. 

In his sermon, Monsignor Cooke 
praised Blessed Mother Seton for her 
life characterized "by a spirit of joy 
based on con£dence in God matched 
with charity and love." 

Following the Mass, Mr. Leonard D. 
Cautela, WCBS-TV news reporter, in
terviewed Mother Loretto Bernard, 
mother general of the Sisters of Charity 
of New York. Mother Loretto Bernard 
described Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton's 
career as a New York matron, convert 
from Episcopalianism and pioneer edu
cator. She also stressed her importance 
as a pioneer. in hospital and child-caring 
social service work. After detailing the 
charitable works of the New York Sis
ters of Charity, the mother general con
cluded: 

"From all over the world many peti
tions are being made for favors through 
the intercession of Blessed Elizabeth Se
ton. This gives hope that God wishes to 
promote the Cause of the first American 

Blessed in this era of ecumenism." 
On November 27, 1963, His Emi

nence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch
bishop of New York, petitioned Pope 
Paul VI to resume the Cause of Canoni
zation of Blessed Mother Seton. 

The fact that the telecast that eve
ning of Mother Loretto Bernard's inter
view immediately followed the Telstar 
coverage of Pope Paul's pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, linked Mother Seton 
once more with the Vicar of Christ and 
the Church which has recognized her as 
a faithful and distinguished American 
daughter. 

An added fea ture of the feast day 
celebration at Mount St. Vincent was 
an illustrated lecture by Rev. Jan Heijke, 
C.Sp.S., a native of Holland and an ac
tive participant in ecumenical dialogue 
among members of the Calvinist, Lu
theran and Catholic churches. Father 
Heijke spoke of his personal contacts 
with the Brothers of Taize, France, a 
Protestant monastic community founded 
in 1942. 

The Brothers, members of five or six 

religious denominations from as many 
countries, have won the sincere admira
tion of both Catholics and Protestants 
for their ecumenical ideals, and for their 
collaboration with their Catholic neigh
bors in cooperative farming and dairy 
production which have benefited the en
tire countryside. 

Father Heijke commented that it was 
appropriate for him to speak to Mother 
Seton's daughters on her first feast day 
concerning a subject that would have a 
special appeal to her. 

The beatification of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton during the first year of Vati
can Council II, the priest continued, had 
deep significance for Catholics and Prot
estants alike, especially for those who 
are working toward a reunion of Chris
tendom. Like the growing reverence for 
the spirituality of the Brothers of Taize, 
the widespread recognition of Elizabeth 
Seton's goodness as a member of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church before her 
conversion to the Catholic Faith, builds 
another bridge of unity among the peo
ple of God, the priest concluded. 

Following the Solemn Pontifical Mass which marked the first feast of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, Bishop 
John Maguire is shown with (left to right) Sister Veronica Miriam and Sister Marie Clotilde, community 
councillors; Mother Loretto Bernard, mother general; Mother Mary, former mother general; and Sister Ray
mond, community councillor. 
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Postulator of Blessed Elizabeth Ann's 
Cause Marks Fifty Years in Priesthood 

(Continued from Page I) 

his gratitude to all who remembered him. 
Father Bisoglio, a member of the Vin

centian Fathers' Turin Province, pro
nounced his community vows on Sep
tember 11, 1908. He went to China 
while still a seminarian, and was or
dained there at the early age of 23, on 
December 14, 1913. During his twenty 
years on the foreign missions he served 
for four years as a professor in the ma
jor seminary at Kienchang. 

The Procurator General is also Postu
lator General of all causes of beatifica
tion and canonization involving members 
of his community; Father Bisoglio, be
sides, is Postulator for a number of 
causes involving non-members of his 
community, which for various reasons he 
has been asked to undertake. 

Besides the Cause of Blessed Mother 
Seton, he is engaged at the present time 
in advancing the Causes of ten Vincen
tian priests: Blesseds John Gabriel Per
boyre, Justin De Jacobis, and Francis 
Regis Clet; Venerable Felix De Andreis; 
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Relationship Between 
Roosevelt and Bayley 
Families Discussed 

There has always been a great deal of 
interest in the family relationship con
necting Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
with the late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. The relationship stems from 
three marriages between members of the 
Bayley and Roosevelt families. 

Elizabeth Bayley Seton herself hacl no 
Roosevelt blood in her veins, but her 
seven half brothers and sisters and their 
descendants did. Her father, Dr. Rich
ard Bayley-a year after the death of 

Returning to his native Italy, Father 
Bisoglio was appointed Director of Scho

sties--fer-tlle- Province of '.J\rrin, a post 
he held for eight years. For a period of 
sixteen years he taught moral theology. 
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He was then, successively, Superior of 
the Collegio della Missione in Sarzana, 
Rector of the Archdiocesan Seminary of 
Sassari, and Rector of the Collegio Brig
nole Sale Negrone, the Turin Province's 
major seminary, founded during St. Vin
cent de Paul's lifetime, in 1647. 

He also served the Archdiocese of 
Genoa as Examiner and member of the 
Ecclesiastical Tribunal. 

In 1951 Father Bisoglio was chosen by 
Most Honored Father Slattery to suc
ceed Very Rev. Giuseppe Scognamillo, 
C.M., as Procurator General of the Vin
centian Fathers and the Daughters of 
Charity. 

riet, Vincent Ou, John LeVacher, Jules 
Garrigues, Mark Anthony Durando, and 
Salvator Micalizzi-five Daughters of 
Charity: Blessed Mary Magdalen Fon
taine (and her companions); and the 
Servants of God Victoria Andreoni ( and 
her companions), Josephine Nicoli, Mar
garet Rutan, and Rosalie Rendu-and 
six others: Blessed Nunzio Sulprizio 
( teen-age laborer recently beatified); and 
the Servants of God Aloysia Borgiotti, 
Camillus Feron Vrau, Jules Andre Brun, 
C.I.C.M. (and his companions), Phili
bert Vrau, and Quintus Sie. Father Bi
soglio thus has twenty-one Causes before 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

STATUES, MEDALS, PRAYER CARDS 

and BoonETs 

MA y BE PURCHASED 

from the MoTHER SETON GUILD. 

Write for price list. 

-married Charlotte Amelia Barclay, 
daughter of Helen Roosevelt and grand
daughter of Jacobus Roosevelt, founder 
of the family in America. 

Two sons of Richard and Charlotte 
Bayley - these sons themselves great
grandsons of Jacobus Roosevelt-married 
cousins. Richard Bayley, Jr., married his 
second cousin once removed, Catherine 
White, the great-great-granddaughter of 
Jacobus Roosevelt. Guy Carleton Bayley 
married his full second cousin, Grace 
Roosevelt, great-granddaughter of Ja
cobus Roosevelt. 

Guy Carleton and Grace Bayley had a 
famous son, James Roosevelt Bayley, 
first Bishop of Newark and eighth Arch
bishop of Baltimore. Since Archbishop 
Bayley's mother and President Roose
velt's grandfather were sister and 
brother, the Archbishop and the Presi
dent were first cousins once removed. 

As Procurator General of St. Vin
cent's Double Family, Father Bisoglio is 
the community's official representative at 
the Holy See. With few exceptions, all 
transactions between the Holy See and 
the Vincentian community pass through 
his office. 

The Archbishop was also, on his fa
ther's side, a nephew of Blessed Mother 
Seton. 
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The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GUILD BuLLBTIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


