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LAWRENCE JOSEPH SHEHAN, 
twelfth Archbishop of the Primatial See 
of Baltimore, was named a cardinal by 
Pope Paul VI on January 25, 1965, and 
received the red hat from the Pope's 
hands on February 22. 

Cardinal Shehan is the second occu
pant of the historic See to be thus hon
ored, the other being James Cardinal 
Gibbons, who ruled the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore from 1877 to 1921. The new 
Cardinal called attention to a remark
able set of coincidences between Cardi
nal Gibbons and himself, especially in 
matters of education and Church duties, 
in a speech delivered in Rome after his 
official notification that he had been cre
ated cardinal on February 22. 

These similarities extend even to phys
ical stature, jested Cardinal Shehan, 
who is five feet, five inches tall. 

"In both of us," he said, "slightness 
of stature was enough to cause com
ment. Gibbons' biographers never fail to 
mention his physical smallness. Alas, the 
newspapers not only never fail to men
tion mine, but actually on occasion have 
denied me, who have so little to spare, 
two full inches." 

The Cardinal might well have men
tioned also his interest in another great 
personage of small stature, Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton, who was barely five 
feet tall. From boyhood His Eminence 
was acquainted with the life and virtues 
of the Archdiocese of Baltimore's favor
ite daughter. As Archbishop of the See 
in which she established the first native 
American Sisterhood and the first Amer
ican parochial school, and in which she 
died on January 4, 1821, he was priv
ileged to play a chief role at the cere
mony of her beatification in St. Peter's 
Basilica, Rome, on March 17, 1963, by 
officiating at Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament in the presence of 
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SHEHAN MADE CARDINAL 

His Eminence, Lawrence Cardinal Shehan, Archbishop of Baltimore, in prayerful 
attitude at the enthronement of Blessed Mother Seton's relics. Very Rev. John P. 
McGowan, C.M., Vice Postulator of the Cause, assists the Cardinal. 

Pope John XXIII in the afternoon. 
Cardinal Shehan was born in Balti

more, the son of Thomas Patrick and 
Anastasia Dames Schofield Shehan, on 
March 18, 1898. His father was in the 
tailors' supply business. His grandpar
ents were immigrants from Ireland. 

At the age of 13 he entered St. 

Charles Seminary, Catonsville, Md., to 
study for the priesthood. He once agreed 
with an interviewer that this was a 
young age to start upon so serious a 
way of life, but went on: "We all, 
when we are young, have v a r i o u s 
thoughts about what we want to be. So 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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WINONA, MINN.-A young wife 
and mother had had several operations 
for cancer and was now beyond medical 
help. The Sisters in the hospital were 
concerned for her soul, for she was in
volved in an invalid marriage. The 
woman read about Mother Seton in the 
newspapers, and began to ask questions 
about her. The Sisters gave her a biog
raphy of the Blessed to read, and pinned 
a touched relic on her. It was not long 
before she sent for a priest, and she and 
her husband were validly married in 
her hospital room. 

ORLANDO, FLA.-I had been wait
ing nine years for a promotion in my 
work. I was pretty much disheartened 
when, a few months ago, I chanced on 
a prayer to Blessed Elizabeth Seton. I 
began to say the prayer daily, and I now 
have my long-awaited promotion. I know 
God granted this favor in the Blessed's 
name. 

Mrs. R. A. D. 

ESSEX, MD.-My wife underwent 
emergency surgery when a main artery 
burst in her brain. Infection and paral-

His EMINENCE S. M. S. ysis set in, and for two months my 
ARCAD10 CARDINAL LARRAONA, C.M.F. wife ran a high fever. The doctors gave 
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Hrs EMINENCE had just graduated from college, but Seton. We began to pray to the Blessed 
could not find work in the field for CLEMENTE CARDINAL MrCARA and now, nearly a year later, my wife is 

Cardinal Relator of the Cause which he had prepared himself. Even well enough to do her own housework. 
worse, the firm where he had been work-

Hrs ExcELLENCY ing part time, did not think they had Mr. J. N. 
MoST REv. LAWRENCE J. SHEHAN, D.D. enough work to keep him on; and, at 

Archbishop of Baltimore this point, I entered the hospital to have 

VERY REv. LurG1 B1SOGL10, C.M. a baby. In our desperate financial condi-
Postulator General (Romt) tion we turned to Blessed Elizabeth Ann 

Seton for help. A few days later my 
VERY REv. JoHN P. McGowAN, C.M. husband landed a job, with a higher 
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salary than he had dared hope for. We 
wish to thank Blessed Mother Seton 
publicly for her intercession. 

Mrs. W. K. 

BLACKWOOD, N. J .-I went on a 
group pilgrimage to Blessed Mother Se
ton's shrine in Emmitsburg, and brought 
back with me several of her medals. I 
gave one of these to an 83-year-old 
Protestant woman who had been bed
ridden for 13 years, and had developed 

__ ..__ a horrible bed son;_ which would not 
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heal. Within a few days the sore healed 
completely. Her doctor cannot explain 
how this came about, but I can-it was 
Mother Seton's doing. 

Mrs. E. D. 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - I had an 
emergency operation for a detached ret
ina on my eye. Four months later the 
retina detached again, and I had to 
undergo another operation. In my dis
couragement I turned to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton and earnestly besought 
her intercession that this second opera
tion would correct the condition perma
nently. Now, eight months later, the 
doctors think that such is the case. My 
deep thanks to Blessed Mother Seton. 

Mrs. W. E. 

ROCK ISLAND, ILL.-My cousin 
was told, a year ago, that she had can
cer and only a month to live. As soon 
as I heard of her condition I began to 
pray to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton to 
intercede for her. The month passed, 
and my cousin, far from dying, showed 
improvement. After a recent examina
tion the doctors declared her to be in 
perfect health. 

V. B. 

FOREST HILLS, N. Y.-I had been 
under temporary vows for three years 
in the convent when my superior in
formed me that, because of my poor 
health, it would be better for me to re
turn to the world. Although the deci-
sion was sudden I was ab! ~tO--'~=•-----
grace to abandon my will to His. I 
wasn't home a month when I was hos-
pitalized with violent convulsions and 
a temperature of 106. The doctors gave 
up all hope, and I received the Last 
Rites. I had been on the critical list for 
three days when a Sister of Charity 
placed a relic of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton near my head and begged her to 
cure me. From that moment the con-
vulsions ceased, although I had been 
suffering as many as twenty a day. I 
now began to wear a Mother Seton 
medal, and my condition improved so 
steadily that I was discharged from 
the hospital two weeks later. Thanks to 
Blessed Mother Seton, I am teaching in 
a Catholic grade school, and take every 
opportunity to spread devotion to her. 

P. F. 
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The following story appeared in 
American Catholic papers recently. 
We reprint it from its source, the 
NCWC News Service. 

PUEBLO, Colo. (NC)-Two years 
ago doctors gave her no hope. She was 
a victim of incurable leukemia and at 
best had a "short time" to live. 

But today, Paula Kay Hoody, 7, is 
described as an "energy-plus" first 
grader at Shrine of St. Therese here. 

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Al Hoody, 
and her godfather, Joe Douglass, all of 
Pueblo, were shocked when they heard 
the doctors' ultimatum that Paula, then 
4, faced certain death. 

The girl's illness came at a time when 
the cause of Mother Elizabeth Seton, 
the first native-born citizen of the United 
States to be beatified, was receiving much 
publicity. 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

A novena to Mother Seton was begun 
in the area. From Pueblo it spread 
throughout the country "on a beggar's 
mission," as Douglass describes it. 

Letters by the thousands were re
ceived by the Hoodys, most of them re
lating that prayers were being said for 
Paula's cure and for a miracle to help 
the canonization cause of Mother Seton, 
who was beatified in Rome on March 17, 
1963. 

No one can say definitely if the pray
ers were answered - but Paula Kay 
Hoody is alive today and as energetic 
as any other girl her age. 

Sunday, January 3, was designated a 
"day of thanks" in the Pueblo area by 
those interested in the case. Mother 
Seton's feast day occurred on Monday, 
January 4. 

"No greater joy could be Mrs. 

Congratulations to Cardinal Dante . .. 
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Hoody's than knowing that others care 
enough to give of their prayers for a 
little child," said Douglass. 

The Cause of Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton was represented 
at the raising of Archbishop 
Lawrence Shehan to the cardi
nalate in Rome in the person of 
Very Rev. John P. McGowan, 
C.M., Vice Postulator of the 
Cause. Also in attendance were 
Very Rev. Charles J. O'Connor, 
C.M., Director of the Daughters 
of Charity's United States East
ern Province; Sister Eleanor, 
Visitatrix of the Province; and 
her secretary, Sister Mary Ellen. 
They traveled to Rome in Cardi
nal Shehan's official party, at his 
invitation. 

Archbishop Enrico Dante, Bo-year-old Papal Master of Ceremonies and Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, 
was among the 27 new Cardinals named by Pope Paul VI on January 25, 1965. Ordained in 1910, Cardinal Dante pursued 
graduate studies in philosophy, theology and canon law. Besides his long career as an official of the Congregation of Rites 
and as Master of Ceremonies, he has been a member of the Apostolic Penitentiary and a professor at the Urban College 
of the Propaganda. Cardinal Dante directed the ceremonies for the beatification of Blessed Mother Seton; and is shown 
here (far left) with Pope John XXIII; Father Luigi Bisoglio, C.M., Postulator of the Cause; Anne Theresa O'Neill, 
cured of leukemia through Mother Seton's intercession; and Anne's mother. 
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Cardinal Shehan 
(Continued from Page 1) 

had I. But I never thought seriously 
about being anything but a priest." 

Having completed the course of study 
in Catonsville, he entered St. Mary's 
Seminary, Baltimore. Cardinal Gibbons 
selected him to study in Rome at the 
North American College and the Urban 
College of the Propaganda. He was or
dained in Rome, at the age of 24, on 
December 23, 1922. 

Returning home, he served as curate 
and pastor in Washington, D. C., and 
in his native Baltimore. On November 
17, 1945, he was appointed Auxiliary 
Bishop of Baltimore and Washington, 
and consecrated on December 12, 1945. 
When die-see~ wue-sc~48, 
his title was changed to Auxiliary Bishop 
of Baltimore. 

Pope Pius XII named Bishop Shehan 
first Bishop of Bridgeport, Conn., on 
August 25, 1953. During his eight years 
there he successfully undertook a mas
sive Church building program. 

On July 12, 1961, Pope John XXIII 
appointed him Titular Archbishop of 
Nicopolis ad Nestum and Coadjutor 
Archbishop of Baltimore with the right 
of succession to the late Archbishop 
Francis P. Keough. He succeeded to the 
See upon Archbishop Keough's death on 
December 8, 1961. 

Cardinal Shehan is a pioneer in organ
ized ecumenical work, a vigorous sup
porter of civil rights causes, a student of 
church-state relations, and a staunch de
fender of the parochial schools. 

In 1962 he appointed a 15-member 
commission for Christian Uniry, the first 
such Catholic group in the nation, and 
in 1964 this body was host to a national 
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workshop of Catholic diocesan officials 
active in ecumenical work. A member of 
the Vatican Secretariate for Promoting 
Christian Unity, he was appointed by 
his fellow Bishops in 1964 to head the 
U. S. Bishops' Committee for Ecumeni
cal Affairs. 

In 1963 Cardinal Shehan issued a 
strong pastoral letter on racial justice, 
noting that discrimination has no place 
within the Church. Church institutions 
were made to rid themselves of any 
form of discrimination. He criticized 
Catholic legislative districts for not sup
porting a proposed state accommoda
tions law, since adopted. 

The Cardinal came out for the then
pending Federal Civil Rights Act four 
days before the 1964 presidential pri-
mat}' eli.:cWll..... · which.. Goy Ge'lrP-,e 
Wallace of Alabama was running. He 
appealed to the voters to use reason, con
science, justice and charity in casting 
their ballots. He said he personally 
found the Civil Rights Act to be in 
conformity with sound principles of 
morality. 

At Vatican Council II Cardinal She
han called for a statement on the matter 
of church-state relations which should 
"be placed in a context where it can be 
treated with the fullness and accuracy 
which it needs." At home, he has voiced 
disagreement with the Supreme Court's 
1962 decision which outlawed voluntary 
recitation in New York public schools 
of a nondenominational prayer. He has 
said that, if the trend continues, sec
ularism will become America's official 
religion. 

One of the parochial schools' greatest 
supporters, the Cardinal has called for 
their inclusion in federal aid to educa
tion proposals. In March, 1964, during 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHBR SETON GuILD BuLLBTIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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the controversy over Mary Perkins 
Ryan's book on education, he wrote a 
major response to critics of parochial 
schooling. There is no reason for panic 
about the future of the schools, and a 
major study upholds their competence, 
he said. In 1958, in a commencement 
address at St. John's University, Ja
maica, N. Y., he had already defended 
Catholic secondary education against 
its critics in high-placed Catholic edu
cational circles. 

An indefatigable champion of Blessed 
Mother Seton's Cause, Cardinal Shehan 
has always been a kindly father to her 
daughters who labor in his Archdiocese, 
the Daughters of Charity and the 
Mother Seton Sisters of Charity of 
Greensburg. 

Recalling the re-verence and affection 
o messed Ei'tzilfre1· :An fur-6minrat
Shehan's great predecessor John Carroll, 
the Mother Seton Guild offers this be
lo-ved Cardinal its felicitations, and ap
plies to him her filial salute to Carroll: 
" You are truly our fat her!" 

Cardinal Micara Dies 
His Eminence, Clemente Cardinal Mi

cara, Cardinal Relator or Ponens of the 
Cause of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
died on March 11, 1965. A cardinal 
relator officially proposes the beatifica
tion or canonization of a servant of God 
to the Holy See. 

Cardinal Micara was vicar general of 
the Pope for Rome, and vice dean of 
the Sacred College of Cardinals. 

Born December 24, 1879, in the town 
of Frascati, Cardinal Micara belonged 
to an illustrious and aristocratic family. 
He was ordained to the priesthood on 
September 20, 1902, and was created 
Cardinal in 1946. 
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PRAY FOR THE C:ANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


