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Daughters of Charity Dedicate 
Provincial House at Emmitsburg 

Cardinal Sings SolemnPontifical Mass 
THE NEW PROVINCIAL 

HOUSE of the Daughters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul of the U. S. 
Eastern Province was solemnly dedicated 
on Saturday morning, May 1, feast of 
St. Joseph the Worker, patron of the 
house. 

The magnificent structure, which cov
ers 505,954 square feet of floor space, is 
a far cry from the little stone cottage 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton took posses
sion of in 1809, or even from the stately 
"White House"-the first St. Joseph's 
Hou~he erected in 1810. 

His Eminence, Lawrence Cardinal She
han, Archbishop of Baltimore, offered 
solemn pontifical Mass at 11 a.m. His 
predecessor and founder of the See, 
Bishop John Carroll, first offered Mass 
on the Emmitsburg property in an alcove 
of the Stone House on October 20, 1809. 
It was on this first visit to the Valley 
that Bishop Carroll confirmed Blessed 
Mother Seton's daughter Anna Maria 

and sister-in-law Harriet Seton. 
The solemn pontifical Mass was sung 

in English by the entire congregation of 
priests, Sisters and lay people. His Ex
cellency, Most Rev. Patrick A. O'Boyle, 
D.D., Archbishop of Washington, 
preached. 

Present in the sanctuaty were Their 
Excellencies: Most Rev. George L. Leech, 
D.D., Bishop of Harrisburg; and Most 
Rev. Joseph Lennox Federal, D.D., 
Bishop of Salt Lake City. 

All of Blessed Mother Seton's reli
gious daughters were represented. Present 
were: Sister Eleanor, Visitatrix of the 
Daughters of Charity's Eastern Province; 
Sister Mary Rose, Visitatrix of the 
Daughters of Charity's U. S. Western 
Province; Mother Loretto Bernard, Su
perior General of the Sisters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul, of New York; 
Mother Joanna Marie, Superior General 
of the Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth, 
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SHRINE PLANNED FOR 
REMAINS OF BLESSED 

ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

The recent dedication of the 
new St. Joseph's Provincial House 
at Emmitsburg, Md., calls to mind 
that the original plan was to en
shrine the remains of Blessed Eliz
abeth Ann Seton in the magnifi
cent chapel of the new house. 

However, with her beatification 
by Pope John XXIII and strong 
hope for her eventual canonization, 
the plan was changed. In due time 
a beautiful shrine will be erected in 
honor of Blessed Mother Seton on 
the site of the present Mother 
Seton Elementary School, opposite 
the entrance to the Provincial 
House on U. S. Route 15. There 
her remains will be suitably and 
permanently enshrined. 

In the meantime, they rest tem
porarily in a lovely casket of cop
per, gold and silver over the main 
altar of the historic chapel of the 
former Provincial House, where 
they are venerated by ever-increas
ing thousands of pilgrims. 
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Favors Granted to Children 
lnrough Children's Prayers 

SISTER M. SETON is not one of ined by still another doctor before the 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton's religious cobalt treatments began. 
daughters. She proudly signs the letters "This was done-and after my class 
O.S.F. after her name, for she is a mem- had prayed for only two days, the doctor 
ber of the Third Order Regular of St. found no trace of cancer in Jimmie's 
Francis of the Congregation of Our Lady body and stated further that the boy's 
of Lourdes, founded in 1877 at Roches- body had very recently undergone a 
ter, Minn. definite 'change.' 

But she bears just as proudly, as her "Jimmie has been in school every day 
name in religion, the beatified name of since, and seems to be a healthy boy. 
the "little Mother" from Emmitsburg. His parents, family, schoolmates, and all 
And for that reason Sister Seton has an who heard about the case are overjoyed. 
intense devotion to the foundress of Jimmie's mother immediately asked if 
America's first parochial school. she might borrow the life of Mother 

Sister Seton herself tearhoo in " n"rn- ' 0 schoo ib " 
chial school: St. Peter's, Rose C~eek, And the second favor granted: 
Minn., in the Diocese of Winona. It is a "A small boy of 18 months was taken 
small school, only 114 pupils; and only seriously ill with spinal meningitis. He 
four Sisters of St. Francis staff it, each was unconscious for several weeks, suf-
one teaching two of the eight grades. fered internal bleeding, and became 
But out of this brave little bastion of paralyzed from the waist down. 
Catholic education is rising a solid tower "The doctors gave the parents very 
of devotion to the blessed woman, little hope that the child would even live, 
Mother Seton, who made it, and all but prepared them for the worst if he 
parochial schools, possible. did; he would never sit or walk, but 

And Blessed Mother Seton is pleased, would be a complete invalid. 
for she is showing her power with God in "My pupils again turned to Blessed 
St. Peter's School, Rose Creek, Minn. Mother Seton in prayer, and at the last 

Sister Seton wrote recently to Father report, little Paul is home from the 
John P. McGowan, C.M., vice postulator hospital, is gaining strength each day, 
of the Cause of Mother Seton, to tell and is now even beginning to get feeling 
him of two wonderful favors granted and movement in his limbs. The doctors 
through the prayers to Blessed Mother have given the opinion that it is mirac-
Seton of St. Peter's pupils. ulous for Paul to recover from the paral-

"Without warning, an eighth grade ysis; but that, if he continues to improve, 
boy from our school was found to have he will be walking within six months." 
a tumor on his neck. After a few days of And with true faith, Sister M. Seton 
tests by the doctors, they found that the concludes these heartwarming reports: 
boy had many similar lumps throughout "Father, you be the judge of the prob-
his body. They decided to remove the ability or usefulness of these 'miracles.' 

____ ---1-- -LI~1D-·ce.....i--.1U.-..,_1.u;.:-.__-=--c.-·1,.L.J~=½-~ai-cu.Ja.....~u·£=·:...a-1~Lll·opp.s:q}r.,',--My pupils and I certainly know that 
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make a judgment concerning the others. Blessed Mother Seton has helped us in 
"Jimmy was hospitalized, the tumor many other lesser incidents, so we do not 

removed, and the startling report made doubt her power with God in these 
by the pathologist that it was malignant. greater ones. We would be most happy 
Three doctors corroborated the finding, to have them reported as helps to the 
and it was decided that Jimmie must happy conclusion of her Cause for Can-
undergo a series of cobalt treatments at onization.'' 
once. One thing is certain: Sister M. Seton 

"It was at this point that Jimmie's and her fervent class are real champions 
younger sister, who is a pupil in my of Blessed Elizabeth Ann! 
room, asked whether the class would 
pray for a miracle for her brother. I gave 
the children each a copy of a novena 
prayer to Blessed Mother Seton, and we 
decided to interrupt our classes nine 
times each day to beg for a cure for 
Jimmie. 

"In the meantime the shocked and 
grieved parents-who have nine other 
children-asked to have Jimmie exam-

"It was on December 12 that the first 
sign that something was wrong mani
fested itself. We were told then that, 
due to abnormal conditions in the uterus, 
our baby would probably be delivered 
by caesarian section. 

"In January the probability became a 
certainty; and at 5:23 on the afternoon 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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New Pro'Yincial House Chapel, Emmitsburg, Md. 

Altar of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
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New Provincial House 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Convent, N. J.; and Mother M. Victoria, 
Superior General of the Sisters of Char• 
ity of Seton Hill, Greensburg, Pa. The 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent 
de Paul, Halifax, also sent official repre
sentatives. 

Archbishop O'Boyle emphasized in his 
sermon that, despite the size, beauty and 
modem furnishings and conveniences of 
the vast new Provincial House, the 
spirit of the Sisters who would go out 
from it to serve God and mankind was 
still the humble, devoted, zealous, self
sacrificing spirit of St. Vincent de Paul 
and Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

The Archbishop spoke in the mag-
---mt,· cent marble-and-mosait:-chapel, which 

seats 600, not including the spacious 
choir loft. The sanctuary is properly 
dominated by the simple table altar, 
raised on a series of steps and standing 
free of the walls. A massive crucifix 
hangs above the altar beneath the altar 
canopy which is in its turn suspended 
from the vaulted ceiling. Apparitions of 
Our Lady to St. Catherine Laboure are 
pictured in brilliant mosaics on the back 
wall. 

The chapel also contains exquisite al
tars of multi<olored marbles dedicated 
to Our Lady, St. Joseph, St. Vincent de 
Paul, St. Louise de Marillac and Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

The new Provincial House, which con
sists of more than 500 rooms spread 
through five wings, is built of colonial 
brick with Spanish tile roofs. Four stories 
in height, and with a basement, the vast 
building took thirty months to erect and 
cost in excess of $10,000,000. It includes, 
in addition to the main house, a laundry, 

flnt~tr &ttnu "uilll 
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powerhouse, print shop and garages. 
The Provincial House has accommoda

tions for 397 Sisters. Each Sister's room 
is equipped with a bed, desk, two chairs, 
night stand and a basin. Separate wings 
house the postulants, the novices, and 
the Sisters of the Juniorate. 

There is extensive office space in the 
main building, including the Provincial 
offices, house offices, and offices for the 
Children of Mary, and the apostolate of 
the Green Scapular and the Holy Agony. 
The entire main building is air<on
ditioned. 

The building is the headquarters for 
the 1,260 Sisters of the Daughters of 
Charity's U. S. Eastern Province. In ad
dition there are 59 postulants and 34 
seminary Sisters or novices. This sum
mer the expansive facilities of the struc
tur willbe...t=ed to-capacity--w.hen many 
Sisters engaged in the communiry's works 
throughout the Eastern United States 
will arrive for study courses. 

Favors 
(Continued from Page 2) 

of January 11, Joseph Anthony Savona 
was brought into the world by caesarian 
operation. He was six weeks premature. 

"There is no doubt in our minds that 
he is alive today because of the interces
sion of Blessed Mother Seton and her 
Sisters in his behalf. We are deeply 
grateful to these Sisters, to their students 
and to our many friends, Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish, who joined us in 
praying continuously to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann. 

"Whether a miracle occurred is purely 
conjecture, but no one can refute the 
fact that our Joseph is very lucky to be 
alive. As one doctor put it shortly after 
his birth: 'When a baby has four strikes 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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against him, we don't consider his chances 
very good. Joseph has five!' 

"By 8 o'clock on the evening of his 
delivery, Joseph's expirations had be
come extremely labored, and this difli. 
culry in breathing was diagnosed as Hy
land's Membrane-the disorder that took 
the Kennedy baby, Patrick. If Joseph 
could survive for 72 hours, the doctors 
told us, he might have a chance. 

"A relic of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton was touched to his chest, then 
taped to his isolette, to remain with him 
constantly. He was baptized Joseph. 
Now everything was in the hands of 
God. 

"Well, we took him home, his lungs 
completely clear, a normal, healthy baby. 
Was it a miracle? We all think it was, 
and our gratitude to Blessed Mother 

- -COll..J
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1S-4>0undless 
"Will you publish this in your BuL

LETIN, so that others may take courage 
from it, and go to Mother Seton in their 
moments of joy, as well as in their 
moments of anxiety? We are all so 
grateful to her! 

"The Savona Family" 

Very Rev. John P. McGowan, 
C.M., vice postulator of the Cause 
of Mother Seton, recently pre
sented a large relic of the Blessed 
to each motherhouse of the seven 
communities of Sisters stemming 
from Blessed Elizabeth Ann's orig
inal foundation. The seven mother
houses are located at Emmitsburg, 
Md.; Normandy, Mo.; Mount 
Saint Vincent-on-Hudson, N. Y.; 
Mount Saint Joseph, Ohio; Con
vent, N. J.; Halifax, N. S.; and 
Greensburg, Pa. 

PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZA.BETH ANN SETON 


