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Cardinal Dante Named Relator of Cause 
Prelate Has Worked 
From Beginning for 
Glorification of 
Blessed Mother Seton 

HIS EMINENCE, Enrico Cardinal 
Dante has been named Cardinal Relator 
or Ponens of the Cause of Canonization 
of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton. 
He succeeds the late Clemente Cardinal 
Micara in the important post. A cardinal 
relator is one who officially brings a 
cause of beatification or canonization to 
the attention of the Holy See. 

Cardinal Dante can be expected to 
bring to his new responsibility the same 
zeal and interest he manifested in the 
glorification of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
while he was Secretary of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites which has juris
diction over beatification and canoniza
tion causes. 

The famed Osser-vatore Romano, semi
official daily newspaper of the Vatican, 
published the following complete bi
ography of Cardinal D ante when he was 
raised to the Sacred Purple by His Holi
ness, Pope Paul VI, last winter: 

Enrico Dante, third of the five chil
dren ( one of them a missionary for half 
a century in Brazil) of Achille and 
Zenaide Ingegni Dante of Trent, was 
born on July 5, 1884. He answered the 
divine call as a young boy and went 
to Paris where he pursued his classical 
studies with the Fathers of Sion, and on 
their completion returned to Rome and 
entered the distinguished Collegio Ca
pranica. 

On July 3, 1910, he was ordained a 
priest in the titular Church of S. Ap
polinaris at the hands of the Patriarch 
Giuseppe Cepetelli, Vicegerent of Rome. 
He continued his higher studies in the 
Gregorian University to obtain his doc
tor's degree in philosophy, theology and 

(Continued on Page 2) 

His EMINENCE, ENRICO CARDINAL DANTE 

Seton Shrine Blessed in New York 
CARDINAL SPELLMAN OFFICIATES AT CHAPEL ON 

SITE OF BLESSED ELIZABETH'S ST A TE STREET HOME 

A BEAUTIFUL CHAPEL in Fed
eral style architecture was blessed and 
dedicated in honor of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton by His Eminence, Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of N ew 
York, on Wednesday, September 8. The 
chapel stands at 8 State Street in New 
York, on the spot where Elizabeth lived 
with her husband and children from 

May, 1801, until her departure for Italy 
on October 2, 1803. 

A 7-foot-high white marble statue of 
the Blessed stands in a niche above 
the main entrance in the facade of the 
chapel, looking out over New York har
bor - whence Elizabeth herself often 
gazed, straining perhaps for a glimpse 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Cardinal Dante the religious institutions of Rome always 
found Monsignor Dante to be the solici-

( Continued from Page 1) tous and ever-ready chaplain. 
canon law, and at the same time devoted Because of his vast and profound edu-
himself to the functions of the holy cation in the disciplines of philosophy, 
priesthood, participating among other theology and canon law ( in this latter 
things in the deserving welfare work field he received the title of Advocate 
organized by the courageous Monsignor of the Rota) Don Enrico Dante was 
Alessandro Lupi for the people of the called in 1911 to teach philosophy at the 
Roman Plain. College of the Propaganda, a chair he 

At that time, the population of dis- vacated in 1928 for the chair of theology 
tricts outside the walls lived in the most which he held until 1947. In this famed 
squalid poverty, and the only comfort Urban University he taught students 
for these people was the visit of the who were to become teachers themselves 
priest on Sundays and other prescribed or parish priests or bishops in every part 
feasts. Don Enrico Dante chose as the of the world; and he had also the con-
field of his activities Torre Nova on the solation to see some of them raised to 

His EMINENCE Via Casilina, where for years he per- the honor of the Cardinal's Purple (Car-
ARCAD1o CARDINAL LARRAONA, C.M.F. formed the duties of a parish priest, cele- dinal Spellman of New York and Car-

Prefect of the brating Mass, administering the sacra- dinal Shehan of Baltimore were among 
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for the children and adults, visiting the sphere of instruction beyond the univer-
sick and helping the needy. sity halls, conducting courses of philos-

His activity was not limited to the ophy at the Vicariate. 
Roman Plain, but was carried on also in He began his work in the Roman 
the parishes of the City, in particular Curia on July 1, 1913, at the Sacred 
St. John Lateran. Apostolic Penitentiary. From here he 

He participated in missions for the went to the Congregation of Rites where 
people, devoting himself to bringing he became Surrogate in 1913 and Secre-
blessings, on the occasion of Easter, to tary in 1959, succeeding the venerable 
the hovels of the Porta Metronia, at that Archbishop Alfonso Carinci. To form an 
time an unhealthy quarter, and cooper- idea of the work accomplished by Mon-
ating in the welfare work of Catholic signor Dante in that office it suffices to 
Action. recall the liturgical reforms of recent 

He also served at the Church of the times, the new Order for Holy Week 
Sacred Heart where for years, each and the Constitution on the Sacred Lit-
morning before starting his day at the urgy to the preparation of which he con-
Curia, he would offer his cooperation in tributed as a member of the able Con-
parochial activities. And over the years ciliar Committee. He also contributed 

Cardinal Dante, following his elevation to the cardinalate, enters St. Peter's Basilica, 
Rome, to concelebrate Mass with Pope Paul VI. Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore, ele
vated at the same time, is at right of picture. 
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to a record number of causes of beatifi
cation and canonization, 106 and 36, 
respective! y. 

Monsignor Dante directed his talents 
toward the glorification of saints and 
blesseds not only in directing the Con
gregation of Rites but also first as Mas
ter, then as Prefect, of Apostolic Cere
monies. He became a member of the 
College of Masters of Pontifical Cere
monies on March 25, 1914, in the reign 
of St. Pius X. Monsignor Dante served 
in the Ceremonial College until June 13, 
1947, when he succeeded the well-re
membered Monsignor Carlo Respighi as 
director of all Papal Sacred Rites. 

Among the great number of special 
ceremonies to which he contributed, in 
addition to the various chapter councils, 
were the proclamation of the dogma of 
the Assumption, the celebration of the 
Holy Year of 1950 (he had already col
laborated in the ordinary Holy Year of 
1925 and the extraordinary one of 1933) , 
and his participation in the coronations 
of five pontiffs. He also took part, of 
course, in the preceding conclaves. 

Within his sphere as Prefect are in
cluded the ceremonies of both the Latin 
and Greek Rites at Vatican Council II; 
and the name of Monsignor Dante is 
linked also to the new rites of the Public 
Consistory for the creation of cardinals. 
It is also associated with the reorganiza
tion of the archives of the Prefecture 
of Ceremonies, where material of great 
historical value is preserved-a reorgani
zation performed with scholarly and pa
tient labor over an entire decade. 

A devoted curator of the records of 
the infant Church, he is one of the oldest 
members of the "Collegium Cultorum 
Martyrum" (College of the Cult of the 
Martyrs) - and as such, along with 
another Roman prelate, Monsignor Er
manno Bonazzi, joined Monsignor Res
pighi in his work to restore in full the 
celebration of the Lenten Stations. 

Truly numberless were the great re
ligius events in Rome which found in 
Monsignor Dante a promoter or leading 
spirit - from the International Eucha
ristic Congress of 1922 to the commemo
ration of the Council of Ephesus and the 
Corpus Christi processions led by Pius 
XII, John XXIII and Paul VI. Count
less, too, were the rites directed by Mon
signor Dante both in Italy and abroad as 
Master of Ceremonies of Cardinals. 

On August 28, 1962, John XXIII ap
pointed Monsignor Dante Titular Arch
bishop of Carpasia, and on September 21 
personally consecrated him. 

The Mother Seton Guild is truly 
grateful to Our Holy Father for lending 
the talents of this great prelate to the 
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glorification of Blessed Mother Seton; 
and promises Cardinal Dante himself its 
filial veneration and obedience. 

Seton Shrine 
(Continued from Page 1) 

of her father's health station on Staten 
Island across the bay or her husband's 
merchant ships bound in from Europe. 

Following the solemn blessing of the 
chapel by Cardinal Spellman, solemn 
pontifical Mass was celebrated by His 
Excellency, Most Rev. John Maguire, 
D.D., Coadjutor Archbishop of New 
York. Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S.J., 
famous educator, retreat master and au
thor, preached the sermon. The Mother 
Seton Guild was represented at the his
toric occasion by Ver Rev. John P. Mc
Gowan, C.M., vice postulator of the 
Cause of Blessed Mother Seton. 

Father Gannon's Sermon 

AS WE GATHER today for the dedi
cation of this beautiful shrine erected in 
honor of the First Lady of New York, 
and pray that our beloved Cardinal 
Archbishop will soon be able to celebrate 
her canonization, we do so, not that she 
may be promoted to a higher mansion in 
heaven, but that more people on earth 
will be encouraged to imitate her. In 
times like these the number should be 
impressive. Countless souls should be 
helped by seeing before them a woman 
who walked in grace through so many 
and such different paths. 

She was a deeply spiritual Protestant 
who became an enthusiastic convert. She 
was a happily married wife who became 
a devoted nun; a mother of five little 
children who is today the mother of 
11,000 Sisters of Charity. Brought up in 
plenty, she went through bankruptcy. 
Educated at home, as ladies were in 
those days (her spelling was never very 
good), she became one of the great edu
cators of America, foundress of our 
parochial school system with any number 
of colleges named in her honor: Elizabeth 
Seton, Seton Hall, Seton Hill. 

Living in the valley of the shadow of 
death-her young husband and two of 
her daughters died in her arms, and she 
herself was only 47 when the summons 
came-she was responsible for the great 
apostolate of the Catholic hospital in 
America. Who is there who cannot find 
something to imitate in the life of the 
Blessed Elizabeth? 

Here on State Street she lived for 
nearly three years until her voyage to 
Italy with her dying husband. When 
Divine Providence called her to Balti
more and Emmitsburg she sailed past the 
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Battery, looked across the park at the 
old house and brushed away a tear. She 
would never see New York again, except 
through the eyes of her daughters in 
Christ, the Sisters of Charity who mean 
so much to our City and our great Arch
diocese. 

These Sisters-now at Mount St. Vin
cent, Convent Station in New Jersey, 
Emmitsburg in Maryland and Halifax, 
Nova Scotia-have reason to feel that 
this beautiful shrine belongs to them. 
They will bring their big troubles, and 
their little ones too, as well as all their 
joys. Young girls and widows who are 
thinking of a religious vocation will 
come to ask the Blessed Elizabeth's help 
in making their holy decision. 

Married couples with troubles of all 
sorts-and only a married couple knows 
how many sorts of troubles there are
will find this a center of their devotion. 
For Elizabeth Seton was not just another 
of those poor saints classified colorlessly 
as "neither virgin nor martyr." Most of 
that group seem to have been forced 
into marriage by their parents, and to 
have endured it as a living martyrdom 
until the husband died or tired of being 
endured. 

Elizabeth loved married life and every
thing connected with it. Her young hus
band was always "My William," and she 
lived happily for him and for the chil
dren, playing the piano while he played 
his Stradivarius and reading Jean Jacques 
Rousseau in her free time. Her road was 
rocky enough. His health broke, business 
went from bad to worse, and she nearly 
died in childbirth; but she took it all as 
a courageous, God-fearing Protestant 
lady who derived much strength from 
her Episcopal religion. 

Of all the groups who frequent this 
shrine, however, none will have more 
reason to feel that it belongs to them 
than those who are seeking the Ancient 
Church that was built on a Rock. The 
favorite hymn in this holy spot should 
always be the hymn of Newman written 
when he was seeking the "way"-"Lead, 
Kindly Light." 

Every step in Elizabeth's journey to
ward Newman's "distant shore" carries 
its own lesson with it. Until those ten 
eventful months spent in Italy, the 
thought of being a Catholic never crossed 
her mind. She was a conscientious Prot
estant who cooperated with the grace 
that was given her, and was enthusiastic 
about the sermons in Trinity Church. In 
fact, Bishop Hobart was a regular caller. 
The New York of her day was not even 
pluralistic. It was coldly and exclusively 
Protestant. 

(Over) 
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There must have been some Jews 
around, but nice people didn't have to 
meet them. The Catholics were a nui
sance, few and despised, mostly Irish with 
a sprinkling of Germans and French. 
Nice people didn't have to meet them, 
either, but they couldn't ignore them. 
The town was so small that everybody 
had to pass that awful place in Barclay 
Street, St. Peter's, the only Papist church 
around these parts. It was described at 
the time as "a crowded place of spits and 
pushing," an appalling contrast to St. 
Paul's and Trinity. 

The priests were not much to brag 
about, either. Father Anthony Kohlmann 
wrote to Archbishop Carroll in 1808 that 
many of the clergy had given much dis
edification in New York. Small wonder 
Elizabeth never thought of the Catholic 

-----,thurch:i'tieoniy Cadrotti1c'<s-,.rn-,,.-,,'ffl<'..='-
came in contact with the Setons were two 
cultured Italian merchants of Leghorn 
named Filicchi; but in the Providence of 
God, they were all that she needed. 
Later she found much help in Bishops 
like John Carroll, Cheverus and Dubois, 
but it was the laymen who really brought 
her into the Church. 

Who can believe, then, that it is merely 
by accident that in 1965, when converts 
are becoming scarce, a shrine to Eliza
beth Seton should be opened in the 
geographical center of Greater New 
York? In all these tremendous office 
buildings that shut out the sky, there are 
thousands of men and women right now 
who are saying quietly to themselves, 
"Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling 
gloom. . . ." Thousands pass this door 
every day on their way to the ferries 
and subways. How many will find their 
answer here? How many will know the 
right laymen, who will drop the right 
hint at the right moment? 

•ntqrr ~rtnn ~uilh 
Emmitsburg. lJlllarnlanb 
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This aspect of the lay apostolate was 
never more important than today, when 
a new notion is abroad which implies that 
individual conversions are not worth the 
effort; all that matters is group harmony. 

Partly as a result of this, the rate 
of conversions has been falling in the 
United States for a dozen years. The 
average decline is about 3,700 a year, in 
spite of the population explosion. In 
1956, for example, we had 151,000 con
verts; by 1963, considering the sharp in
crease in born Catholics, we should have 
had 165,000. Instead, we had only 123,-
000. What became of the other 40,000? 

It seems to take 362 Catholics 365 
days to bring one soul into the Fold. 
What makes it more embarrassing is the 
fact that nine Jehovah's Witnesses can 
equal the record of 362 Catholics. They 
have an easter time, of course, bur is it 
thirty-three times easier? They don't 
seem to make light of individual con
versions. They have an enthusiasm that 
we seem to be losing. The story of the 
Filicchis, who were tremendously con
cerned that Elizabeth should share their 
beloved faith, reminds us what our part 
should be in this great apostolate. 

In nine cases out of ten it is a layman 
who makes the first impression on our 
separated brethren. The priest usually 
instructs a soul that has been impressed 
by someone in the office or at the club. 
It was the zeal of two Italian business
men, their good example and their intel
ligent comprehension of the Church's 
teaching, that led the Blessed Elizabeth 
after a long struggle to take the final 
step. 

We pray, then, that while this shrine 
will surely be a comfort to married 
couples, widows, nuns, social workers, 
teachers and nurses, it will be above all 
a source of help to those who are "far 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GUILD BuLLETIN Is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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from home" and are following a "Kindly 
Light." We pray, too, that it may be a 
constant reminder to the Catholic laity 
of their part in spreading the Kingdom 
of Christ. 

F <ill.VOlt" Received 
"Since attending the Fall Tea for the 

old pupils of the Mount, I have been a 
constant suppliant of Blessed Mother 
Elizabeth Seton. You will remember that 
we were urged to practice devotion to her. 
I felt I must write to tell you the re
sults of my prayers. 

"A lawsuit which threatened me and 
wkicli-=.th ough...n faulr of rny own
would have proved disastrous, has been 
averted. A serious operation which threat
ened my dear husband has also been 
averted. 

"Through the anxious hours and days 
I prayed earnestly to Mother Seton, and 
begged her help. Now I must keep my 
promises to her, one of them being the 
writing of this letter. 

"Perhaps I should add a third favor 
received through her. You may consider 
it the greatest of all. It is the rekindling 
of my schoolgirl piety, which, I fear
in this busy world-had grown consid
erably colder than it should be. Devotion 
to Blessed Mother Seton has brought 
me back to many of the old practices I 
had forgotten. 

"I shall continue to pray to her, and 
to God to hasten her canonization." 

Mrs. E. S. T. 

PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


