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THERE IS, as you know, a world of 
difference between the common miracle 
of everyday conversation and the rare, 
authenticated miracle of the type which 
I have been assigned to discuss today. 

Anything that inspires wonder or ad
miration is called a miracle, for the word 
is derived from the Latin verb "mirari," 
meaning "to wonder." Small wonder that 
the meaning has been extended to include 
everything out of the ordinary, and even 
the ordinary taken-for-granted wonders 
of Nature, as expressed in the lines of 
the poet, Walt Whitman: "To me every 
hour of the light and the dark is a 
miracle, every cubic inch of space is a 
miracle." If every happening popularly 
called a miracle were truly miraculous, 
the list of known saints would be swelled 
to huge proportions, and the vice postu
lator would be relieved of the most difli
cult element of his work in a cause of 
canonization. 

A miracle is an extraordinary event, 
but in the Process of Canonization it 
must be more than an extraordinary event. 
It must be an -event that can be authen
ticated as an effect wrought in Nature 
directly by God. It is not necessarily 
a breach of the laws of Nature, or even 
a suspension of those laws, but an effect 
wrought independently of natural powers 
and laws, and of such a character as to 
lead to the reasonable conclusion that 
God Himself, who alone is above and be
yond Nature, is the immediate and direct 
cause of the effect, without having acted, 
as normally, through the series of inter
mediate causes we call Nature. 

Belief in miracles is based on the con
viction of the uniformity and the ascer
tainable limits of the workings of Nature, 
and the rational conviction that, when a 
fact does not fall within this uniformity 
and this limitation, it can only be due 
directly to God. Our Lord promised the 
continuation of miracles in His Church; 
and the Church has always displayed 
them, and always will. Though a Catholic 
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A Letter to Our Mem6ers 

From the Pi"ce Postttlator 
The Cause of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton is progressing very well. On Friday, 

September 30, 1966, the Apostolic Tribunal investigating the proposed miracle in the 

cure of Carl Kalin was completed. The closing ceremony was presided over by His 

Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, who, at the end of the proceedings, presented 

the documents to Very Reverend John P. McGowan, C.M., Vice Postulator, to be 

carried to the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

We ask all of Mother Seton's Daughters, and all others who are devoted to the 

Cause of Canonization to pray fervently that this proposed miracle may be accepted. 

If it is, we will have to obtain only one more miracle before Mother Seton is 

canonized. 

You, our members, have been the means by which all this has come about. Only 

through your generosity have we been able to carry on this work. Some of you good 

members have be.:n with us since the organization of the Guild. To these old friends 

go our most sincere thanks. Many others have been with us for fi.ve, ten or fifteen 

years. We consider you, also, our very good friends . Others have just joined us. 

We welcome you to our Guild. Many come in for just a year, then fi.nd that 

financial difliculties will not permit them to remain; but to them, also, we say thank 

you for your part in making the Cause of Mother Seton progress just a little closer 

toward our ultimate goal, which is her canonization. 

The Mothers, at the last Conference of Mother Seton's Daughters, suggested 

that it might be well if the Vice Postulator would again lay before the members of 

The Mother Seton Guild the conditions requisite for an approved miracle. Because 

the Vice Postulator's time was taken up most of last year with the Carl Kalin case, 

the subject was not discussed in the BULLETIN. Next March 17, Mother Seton will 

have been beatified four years. We have had hopes that, by God's Mercy, we would 

succeed in bringing about her canonization within fi.ve years. For this reason, the 

Vice Postulator asks everyone, please, to report any cases which seem to have merit, 

so that he may make the necessary investigation. 

In addition, we are republishing an address delivered by the former Vice Postu

lator, the late Father Salvator Burgio, C.M., at Mount St. Joseph, Ohio, in 1949. 

The address covers adequately all the essential details of proof in the case of a 

miraculous cure. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

JOHN P. McGOWAN, C.M. 

Vice Postulator 
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FAVOR§ 
DREXEL HILL, PA.-I asked Mother 
Seton's help to sell a building I owned. It 
had been long on my hands, and no real 
estate company could find a buyer for it. 
Six days after I began a novena to 
Blessed Mother Seton the building was 
sold; I employed the last three days of 
the novena in asking her help to bring 
about an early settlement. Three weeks 
later the entire business deal was com
pleted. In my gratitude I have distributed 
the novena prayer to Mother Seton 
among many of my relatives and friends. 

A.G. 
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Blessed Mother Seton publicly for an
swering a desperate plea. My husband 
had a chronic kidney condition, to which 
an operation seemed the only solution. 
But through the intercession of our 
Blessed, not only was my husband spared 
the loss of the kidney, but he is com
pletely restored to health. 

E. B. 

UNION CITY, N. J.-A friend was 
rushed to the hospital hemorrhaging from 
a severe case of colitis. After several 
weeks, she was permitted to return home; 
but renewed hemorrhaging caused her to 
be rushed to the hospital the second time. 
She had lost so much blood that very 
little hope was held for her recovery, 
and she received the Last Sacraments. 
Indeed, the doctors informed her hus
band that, even should she pull through, 
she would have to undergo a serious and 
delicate operation. We prayed earnestly 
to Blessed Mother Seton without letup. 
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the doctors changed their minds about 
the operation; and she is now at home, 
and in excellent health. Her family, and 
all her friends, are forever grateful to 
Blessed Mother Seton for this remark
able return to health. 

Mrs. J. L. 

Father Burgio' s Address 
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is bound to accept this principle as a mat
ter of faith, the miraculous character of 
each individual occurrence must be set
tled by the evidence. 

The number of miracles required be
fore Beatification varies with the respec
tive Causes. In the Causes of martyrs no 
miracle is required. In the ordinary pro
cedure, where the testimonies are gath
ered from living witnesses only two mir-
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acles are needed. In Causes which depend 
upon documentary evidences to prove 
heroic virtue, four miracles are demanded. 
In all Causes, after Beatification, only two 
miracles are required for Canonization. 

You are familiar with the reports of 
cures studied and approved at Lourdes. 
No one can question their authenticity. 
No one can doubt that there had been, 
in each case approved by the medical 
board of examiners, a direct manifestation 
of God's power. The cures at Lourdes 
manifest Our Blessed Mother's power of 
intercession with God, which needs no 
proof. Even so, the cures are submitted 
to the most rigid examination, so that 
even atheistic doctors on the board can 
be thoroughly satisfied that the effects 
are above and bevond Nature. 

During 1948, cures reported at Lourdes 
totaled two hundred and forty. Of these, 
seventy-eight were judged miraculous. Be
cause miracles qualifying in the Canon
ization Process form the basis for the 
exercise of Our Holy Father's preroga
tive of Infallibility, the evidence is even 
more closely examined than the palpable 
evidence of Our Lady's intercessory 
power. Of the seventy-eight miracles 
passed at Lourdes in 1948, one wonders 
how many would survive the rigorous 
ordeal of the Canonization Process. That 
is why it has been said that it becomes 
next to a miracle to prove a miracle to 
Rome. 

In the Cause of Canonization, a mir
acle is sought as a sign of God's approval 
that one of His servants be raised to the 
honors of the altar. In the Cause closest 
to the hearts of all of us, what we seek in 
a miracle is a manifestation of the power 
of Mother Seton before the throne of 
God. Authenticated miracles are "Go" 
signals for the Pope to declare infallibly 
that Mother Seton is in heaven. Before 
the Holy Father uses his power of infalli
bility, the Church exhausts every means 
to arrive at positive certitude of the wor
thiness of the candidate for sainthood. 

Miracles in a Proces~ of Canonization 
·undergo such rigorous formalities and 
such exhaustive testimonies of witnesses 
that truth must emerge. Human weak
nesses can find no resting places in the 
Process of Canonization. 

In extraordinary cases, spiritual cures 
might be accepted by the Holy See. 
There is, for example, the case of Ratis
bonne, a Jew, who in a flash passed from 
Judaism to Catholicism by means of the 
Miraculous Medal. Ordinarily, however, 
physical cures predominate. 

The first requirement in proving a cure 
is definite evidence of the nature of the 
disease. Here there can be no guesswork. 
The disease must be definitely diagnosed 
and proven beyond any shadow of a 
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doubt. This explains why cancer and 
tuberculosis figure frequently in reports 
of cures: their presence can be clearly 
determined by biopsy, X-ray and medical 
diagnosis. 

In Albany, during a novena to the 
American Jesuit martyrs, a policeman was 
reported cured of tuberculosis of the 
ankle, from which he had suffered ago
nizing pain. The Holy See rejected this 
case, however, because the nature of the 
disease was not scientifically proven. The 
proof must be positive. 

To illustrate the phases of miracles in 
the Process of Canonization, I give you 
now, as a concrete example, the details 
of the case of Sister Gertrude Korzen
dofer, which is now in Rome for investi
gation and study. 

Sister Gertrude, a Daughter of Char
ity of the community's United States 
Western Province, suffered from a malig
nant cancer at the head of the pancreas 
when, on December 27, 1934, she was 
adtnitted as a patient to the Hotel Dieu, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Doctor James 
T. Nix, who attended her, called into 
consultation three other doctors-A. L. 
Levin, Marion Souchon, and Edmond 
Souchol-and had also enlisted the ser
vices of Doctor M. Couret, pathologist 
of the Hotel Dieu. On January 5, 1935, 
Doctor Nix performed an exploratory 
laparotomy. 

Doctor Couret requested Doctor Nix, 
for purposes of biopsy, to remove a 
piece of tissue covering each side of the 
borderline, so that one portion would 
show unaffected pancreatic cells and the 
other portion the malignant growth. This 
specimen was put into a paraffin block 
and slides made from it. From these 
slides three separate laboratories ana
lyzed the growth as cancer, second grade, 
low malignanc 

Regrettably, the paraffin block and 
slides were later put away so carefully 
for safekeeping that they have not been 
found to this day. Their loss was first 
discovered in 1938, when the Sister Visi
tatrix of the Province sought the slides 
during an investigation of the cure of 
Sister Gertrude. 

Quite by accident, while he was look
ing for something else, Doctor Couret 
came upon an envelope bearing Sister 
Gertrude's name in his handwriting. 
Then he remembered. When he made the 
slides three years before, one of them was 
broken. Instead of passing along this 
broken slide, he kept it, put it in an en
velope upon which he wrote Sister Ger
trude's name, put it away and forgot 
about it. 

The discovery of this forgotten, broken 
slide made possible the first step in the 
proof of a miracle. Without it, there 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

would have been no scientific evidence 
of the nature of the disease. It became 
at once precious and indispensable. It is 
now reverently guarded. In Rome, a 
noted cancer specialist asked me to show 
him this slide. I approached the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites in his behalf, only 
to be told politely but firmly that the 
slide is now an integral part of the 
Process for the Canonization of Mother 
Seton and cannot be touched without 
strict formalities-which precluded any 
favors being granted. 

The second requirement is a proven 
miraculous recovery. The effect produced 
must be above and beyond any effect of 
Nature or medical science. The effect 
produced must be of divine origin. 

Sister Gertrude suffered from a dis
ease that, according to medical authori
ties, is 100 percent fatal. The tumor 
could not have been removed, for, as 
Doctor Nix wrote, "It was my opinion 
at the time that if any further surgery 
were attempted, the patient would have 
died promptly as a result of it." Nothing 
human could cure her. Nurses were or
dered only to make her as comfortable as 
possible before she died. 

Since, on the very next day following 
the laparotomy, the pain left her and she 
relished food, it would seem that the cure 
was effected on that day, although her 
weakened condition demanded convales
cence. Perhaps she could have enjoyed 
a full meal if it had been served her, but 
she was put on a soft diet, and made to 
rest, for caution's sake. Instead of dying, 
she lived. Returning to her work, she 
labored for seven and a half years with
out the slightest recurrence of cancer. In 
1942 she died from an entirely unrelated 
ailment, pulmonary embolism. 

Sister Gertrude's death in August, 
I 942, occasioned the proof of her mirac
ulous cure in January, 1935. Thanks to 
the wisdom and foresight of the authori
ties at Marillac, an autopsy was per
formed. The pancreas was found to be in 
a normal condition, with no trace of can
cerous cells. Even the scar tissue resulting 
from the surgeon's knife had disap
peared. Every organ was examined, and 
slides taken. No malignancy of any kind 
was found in any of them, indicating 
that there had been no metastasis, or 
shifting of the disease from one organ 
to another, as frequently happens in 
:ancer cases. 

Doctor Seelig, expert of this Court and 
a famous cancer specialist, was a Jew
turned-agnostic. He doesn't believe in 
miracles. "But," he said, "if you mean by 
a miracle that this cure could not be ex
plained in any scientific way, you have it 
here." And Doctor A. L. Levin, who was 
present at the laparotomy in January, 
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1935, and has since died, was quoted as 
saying, "I don't believe in miracles; but, 
if miracles do exist, this is one." 

Definite proof of a cure changes with 
the nature of the disease. There must be 
no doubt of the cure and its permanence, 
regardless of the disease. 

The underlying principles that govern 
the miraculous are two: first, whenever 
there is a doubt between Nature and 
grace, Nature gets the credit; and second, 
whenever there is a doubt between God 
and the Devil, the Devil gets the credit 
-so that, in every case, God must prove 
the divine intervention. 

In addition to proof of the nature of 
the disease, and proof of cure by God, it 
is necessary, finally, to have proof that 
the cure came through the intercession of 
the servant of God-in this case, Mother 
Seton. This proof must be as definite 
and conclusive as the other two. There 
must be a close relationship between the 
prayer and the cure. 

In the statement of the Daughters of 
Charity made in January, 1935, it was 
asserted that, "After they learned that 
Sister Gertrude's case was hopeless, the 
Sisters began immediately a Novena of 
prayer (to Mother Seton)." 

From the records, it appears that Sister 
Gertrude was cured the day after the 
laparotomy, which took place on January 
5. On the 6th, she reported that all pain 
left her, and that she relished food. The 
cancerous condition muse have cleared up 
miraculously, although Sister Gertrude 
had to pass through a period of con
valescence to regain her strength. 

It had to be established that there was 
a definite connection between this novena 
and the cure. The prayer must antecede 
the effect. 

The use of the word "immediately" in 
the statement that "the Sisters began im
mediately a novena of prayer" after they 
learned that Sister Gertrude's case was 
hopeless, implies that they began the 
novena not earlier than January 5 and 
not later than January 6. After that day, 
it would not be proper to use the adverb 
"immediately" in referring to the start 
of the novena. 

To my great regret, when I began my 
investigation in New Orleans, I could 
not confirm either January 5 or 6 as the 
starting date of the novena. The Sisters 
were uncertain of the date, but it was 
Ji.-ially agreed that the novena began with 
the opening of a retreat on January 8, or 
two days after the cure. Having made 
certain of this fact, and having found 
nothing to support the proof of Mother 
Seton's intercession, I returned, crest
fallen, to St. Louis. 

I told Sister Caroline, the Visitatrix, 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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of the report I would have to make, add
ing that the case must be closed unless 
other evidence could be supplied. Just as 
we were about to seal the doom of this 
cure as a miracle to be attributed to 
Mother Seton's help, Sister Catherine, 
the Assistant, remarked that perhaps 
Sister Leonie, Sister Servant at Villa 
St. Louise, might be of real assistance, 
since she was the Sister Servant of the 
Orphan Home in New Orleans at the 
time of the cure. From Sister Leonie I 
gathered that the girls of the orphanage 
had been praying daily to Mother Seton 
for the cure of Sister Gertrude, before 
and after she we e ho"'s""p~!""'"-

When Sister Leonie visited her during 
her illness Sister Gertrude asked: "Are 
the children praying to Mother Seton for 
my cure?" Sister Leonie replied: "Why 
pray to Mother Seton? Why not pray to 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal?" 
And Sister Gertrude's response was: "I 
want the prayers to Mother Seton. She 
will intercede for my cure. I have faith 
in the children's prayers." 

Children who were in the orphanage in 
1935 are now young women. Fortunately, 
we were able to locate two of them who 
remembered the prayers said for Sister 
Gertrude's cure. 

The depth of Sister Gertrude's own 
devotion to Mother Seton is a matter of 
Apostolic Record, and it can be con
fidently assumed that the Sisters prayed 
individually to Mother Seton in Sister 
Gertrude's behalf during her illness, with
out waiting for the formal opening of the 
novena of prayer, which was too late to 
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qualify as evidence acceptable to the 
Holy See. 

So, with no desire to anticipate the 
judgment of Rome in regard to the 
weight of evidence in any of the three 
requirements I have outlined, I have for
warded the documents tending to prove 
that Sister Gertrude was a victim of a 
fatal disease, that she was miraculously 
cured by God, through the intercession of 
Mother Seton. 

That third and last requirement, 
namely, that the cure or other miracle 
was performed by God as the result of 
Mother Seton's intercession, is to my 
mind the most difficult to prove. I empha
size it now, at the opening of our Cru
sade of Prayer for evidence of miracles 
to advance the Cause of Canonization of 
Mother Seton. -

The fount of all graces is God the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The medi
atrix of all graces is Our Blessed Mother. 
Yet, devotion to the saints does not draw 
us away from either Our Lord or Our 
Lady. Rome has accepted cures at 
Lourdes obtained through the intercession 
of certain saints. When other saints are 
petitioned, however, the great difficulty 
of having the miracle attributed to 
Mother Seton is excessively increased, 
perhaps to the point of rendering it im
possible to offer evidence of her inter
cession satisfactory to Rome. 

You should always be mindful of the 
hazard of this complication. A novena 
of prayer to Mother Seton is offered for 
a particular case, and a cure is effected. 
An investigation, however, reveals that 
prayers were said to other saints. As far 
as the advancement of Mother Seton's 
Cause is concerned, the case must end 
then and there, unless certain other 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GuILD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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definite details center the cure in her 
intercession. As an example of such de
tails, I give you an account of the cure 
of Mrs. Wallingford, wife of a leading 
obstetrician and surgeon in Albany, 
N. Y. 

She was in the Brady Maternity Hos
pital for the birth of her third child. 
A streptococcus infection set in, and all 
hopes for her recovery were abandoned. 
Doctor Wallingford thought she had no 
chance; he had lost too many such cases. 
Because both the doctor and his wife 
were known to large numbers of priests 
and religious, prayers went up from all 
quarters to many of the saints in heaven. 

One of the Sisters pinned a Mother 
Seton medal on Mrs. W allingford's gown 
and be an to pra for her recover . 
There was an imme iate improvement, 
and Mrs. Wallingford made an extra
ordinary recovery. This would undoubt
edly have been credited to Mother Seton's 
intercession, no matter how many other 
saints were petitioned. Doctor Walling
ford says he knows it was through 
Mother Seton's intercession that his wife 
was spared to him and his family. And 
Mrs. Wallingford gives all the credit to 
Mother Seton. Since that time, she has 
become one of the foremost crusaders for 
Mother Seton's Cause, and has been 
instrumental in furthering the happy out
come of other remarkable causes. 

In war, it is the united front that 
wins victories. In this Cause, it will be 
our united front, putting aside private 
devotions to saints already canonized and 
concentrating all our efforts on this 
Crusade of Prayer for miracles to ad
vance our Cause that, God willing, the 
canonization of Mother Seton will be 
hastened. 

PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


