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Blessed Mother Seton's 
Rema£ns Translated to 
New Emm£tsburg Shrine 

THE SACRED REMAINS of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton were sol
emnly translated to what is expected to 
be their permanent resting place in the 
chapel of St. Joseph's Provincial House, 
headquarters of the Daughters of Char
ity's Eastern Province at Emmitsburg, 
Md. The ceremony was carried out on 
January 4, 1968, the 147th anniversary 
of Blessed Mother Seton's death. His 
Eminence Lawrence Cardinal Shehan, 
Archbishop of Baltimore, officiated. 

The ceremony began in the chapel of 
St. Joseph College several hundred yards 
away from the Sisters' new provincial 
house. The remains had been enthroned 
over the main altar of this chapel, for
merly the provincial chapel, since Mother 
Seton's beatification in 1963. 

The Cardinal prayed at the small 
sealed gold and silver casket before in
censing it and leading the procession to 
the front door where the casket was 
placed in a hearse for the short trip to 
the new provincial house. The procession 
reformed in the rotunda of the provin
cial house and filed through an honor 
guard composed of junior, novice and 
postulant Sisters into the chapel. There 
it was placed on a marble platform pre
pared for it under the altar dedicated to 
Blessed Mother Seton in the right tran
sept of the chapel. 

The Cardinal again incensed the re
mains, knelt before them in prayer, then 
proceeded to the main altar where he 
celebrated a low Mass in honor of the 
Blessed. 

During the Mass His Eminence 
preached a homily on the gospel of the 
day which contained the parable of the 
treasure hidden in a field . This treasure 
of eternal life, the Cardinal said, was 
purchased by Blessed Mother Seton at 
the great price of suffering and dedica
tion to mission or vocation. He drew 
three lessons: l) Our age is experiencing 
a crisis of faith; we must survive this 
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Lawrence Cardinal Shehan and Father John McGowan, Vice Postulator, pose with 
representatives of Mother Seton's six communities following the Translation cere
mony: (Left to right) Mother Mary Ellen, Convent Station; Sister Mary Kathleen, 
Cincinnati; Sister Richard Ann, Greensburg; Father McGowan; :he Cardinal; Sister 
Eleanor, Emmitsburg; Sister Christopher Marie, Halifax; and Sister Rosemary, 
New York. 

crisis by adopting the Blessed's simple 
faith which was the motive force of her 
life. 2) Religious life is being attacked 
as irrelevant; to answer this attack we 
have only to survey the results of the 
Blessed's work throughout our country 
and beyond, a work performed entirely 
within the context of the religious life. 
3) Catholic education is also under at
tack; to reply to this attack we point out 
that the Church in America was built 
upon Catholic education, and that 
Blessed Mother Seton was among those 
who lay the cornerstone. True Catholic 
education, the Cardinal finished, must be 
retained and furthered. 

Chaplains to the Cardinal were Father 
John P. McGowan, vice postulator of 
Blessed Mother Seton's cause, and Mon
signor Hugh Phillips, president of 
Mount Saint Mary's College. Monsignor 
P. Francis Murphy, secretary to His Emi
nence, was master of ceremonies. 

Clergy present included Monsignor 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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FAVOR§ 
NORMANDY, MO.-I have prayed 

to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton for a 
number of years to obtain the return of 
a sister to the Church. She had fallen 
away when she married her first hus
band. She went to Mass occasionally, 
said her Rosary, but never approached 
the sacraments. 

After several years of marriage, dur
ing World War II, she divorced her 
husband and joined the Navy as a nurse. 
While in service she met a colonel and 
married him. He died two years ago. 

Just before Christmas she was out 
with one of her friends, also a nurse, 
,_,J ho~,n •~ -------'"o L _ __ -L • ,) 

ailment;: Her friend cut her short by 
saying: "There isn't a thing wrong with 
you. What you need is to get back to 
your religious duties." On Christmas 
Eve my brother-in-law offered to drive 
her to church and to wait for her. She 
accepted his offer and, to the joy of all 
of us, came back to the Church after 
30 years. You can imagine what a won
derful Christmas it was for me. 

I attribute this conversion-as do my 
relatives and friends-to the intercession 
of Blessed Elizabeth Ann, and we would 
very much appreciate its being published 
in the BuLLETIN. 

My sister is extremely happy, and is 
trying to thank God every day for this 
great grace. 

Sister W. P. 

PERRYSBURG, OHIO-In 1963 I 
read a short sketch of the life of Mother 
Seton. I became particularly interested 
in her because she, too, had a sick hus
band and a family. The sketch said she 
' ' J • tr . 1 · • I I 1 • I 1 , .J 

I felt sure that she would sympathize 
with the problems I encountered among 
my eight children. Two daughters were 
going with very undesirable young men, 
one son was engaged to a girl with no 
morals whatever, and another son to a 
non-Catholic who was coaxing him to go 
to her church. I prayed to Mother Seton 
hourly, begging her intercession. Thanks 
to her, all these four children are now 
living holy and useful lives. 

Mrs. J. G . 

HOBOKEN, N. J. - I placed a 
touched relic of Mother Seton on a 
friend suffering from cancer. She had 
been in a coma for some time, and the 
doctor said she was beyond help. Within 
a month after the relic was placed on 
her she was out of the hospital and tak
ing care of her family. 

Mrs. L. C. 
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Congratulations 
THE MOTHER SETON 

GUILD rejoices at the elevation 
of His Excellency, Most Rev. Ter

ence J. Cooke, D.D., Auxiliary 
and Chancellor of the Archdio

cese of New York, to succeed the 
late Francis Cardinal Spellman as 
Archbishop of that See. 

Archbishop - designate C o o k e, 
like his eminent predecessor, is a 
longtime friend of Blessed Mother 
~ to11 and her fuu,_se;.:-:i!H!fe-~--l1'tQli>---+-- ---" 
shown his friendship in the true 
manner of deeds, working actively 
for the Cause's success. 

May he have length of days 
and fruitfulness of works! 

Seton Translation 
(Continued from Page J) 

George D. Mulcahy, rector of Mount 
Saint Mary's Seminary; Father Charles 
J. O'Connor, C.M., director of the 
Daughters of Charity; Rev. Paul Red
mond, vice-president of Mount Saint 
Mary's College; Rev. Leonard Defalco, 
Archdiocese of New York; and Fathers 
Louis Storms, John Quirk, Sylvester 
Taggart, John Hurley, Joseph Dirvin, 
Vincentian Fathers; and Fathers Thomas 
Smith and Harry Flynn. 

All of Mother Seton's Daughters were 
_a;_;, 11, ' hu <:.; •• o, Pleanoi: 
visitatrix of the Daughters of Charity, 
Eastern Province; Mother Ellen Marie, 
former mother general of the Sisters of 
Charity of St. Elizabeth, Convent, N. J.; 
Sister Rosemary, councillor of the Sisters 
of Charity of Mount Saint Vincent, 
New York; Sister Marie Kathleen, Sis
ters of Charity of Cincinnati, Ohio; Sis
ter Richard Ann, Sisters of Charity of 
Greensburg, Pa.; and Sister Christopher 
Marie, Sisters of Charity of Halifax. 

The ceremony was also attended by 
all the Sister servants or superiors of the 
Daughters of Charity's Eastern Prov
ince ( a provincial assembly was in prog
ress) and by the elected delegates to the 
assembly; the semmanans of Mount 
Saint Mary's Seminary; the faculty and 
senior class of St. Joseph College; the 
senior class of Mount Saint Mary's Col
lege; and the officers of the Paca Street 
Auxiliary, Baltimore, Md. 
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The Vice Postulator's Mail Piles Up ... 
As Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
becomes better known and loved 
and more and more people call 
upon her help, the mail at the 
Mother Seton Guild increases. 
Among the numerous favors re
ported, there are always some 
letters with a special story to tell 
-like those reprinted here. 

Dear Father McGowan, 
For several years I have prayed faith

fully to Blessed Mother Seton each day, 
and during that time I have received 
many blessings and favors through her. 
The greatest of these occurred very re
cently, and I would like to tell you about 
it. 

Two years ago I started to have trou
ble with my left eye, the vision becom
ing blurred and distorted. After several 
visits to an eye specialist, he told me that 
nothing could be done, and that I would 
have to learn to live with my condition. 

I continued my prayers to Mother Se
ton and frequently applied her relic to 
the afHicted eye. Then one day I went 
to another specialist who had been rec
ommended to me. He told me that the 
trouble was caused by a cataract on the 
eye which would eventually have to be 
removed. 

He performed the operation on June 
14, 1967. Today I have 20-20 vision in 
the eye. I am most grateful to Blessed 
Mother Seton, not only for steering me 
to the man who was able to diagnose the 
true condition-which admittedly is rare 
in a man as young as I-and to repair 
it, but also for speeding my recovery 
from th operation so that I was able 
to return to work within five weeks. 

I pray for the day when our Blessed 
will be canonized and receive the full 
honors of the altar. 

Yours very truly, 
J. H. 

Dear Father McGowan, 
I am sure B. L. has told you of our 

son Tom's injury on the Mini-rail train 
at EXPO 67 in Montreal last June. 

His right foot became wedged between 
the train and the platform as we ap
proached the final stop of the ride. The 
trains were run by remote control and 
could not be stopped, consequently his 
foot was dragged a considerable dis
tance. His ankle was fractured, a piece 
chipped from the bone, and skin, flesh 
and tendons were rubbed off a large area 
on the side of his foot. 

Plastic surgery was done in Notre 

Dame Hospital, Montreal, that same 
night. Skin was grafted from his thigh 
to the side of his foot. He was brought 
to a hospital in Montclair six days later, 
and when the local plastic surgeon in
spected the wound it appeared to be 
healing seventy to eighty percent. A 
second skin graft in due time was men
tioned as a strong possibility. 

Betty was so kind as to bring us the 
relic of Mother Seton and some prayer 
cards. The day after Tom first applied 
the relic to his foot and first said the 
prayer, the doctor said a second graft 
might not be necessary. 

The wound has healed one hundred 
percent without any further surgery, and 
even though he will have a permanent 
functional disability and a permanent 
cosmetic deformity, he has excellent mo
bility and walks extremely well. The doc
tor agrees that we undoubtedly had help 
from Mother Seton, but does not feel 
it was a miracle. I feel that there are 
miracles of varying degrees, and that 
Mother Seton definitely had a hand in 
his recovery. 

The cause of Mother Seton is not 
new to us, because my husband and I 
were both educated by the Sisters of 
Charity of Convent Station, and our 
daughter is currently a student at the 
College of St. Elizabeth. However, we 
are so grateful for the help she granted 
us that we will be stauncher supporters 
of her cause, and we are praying daily 
for her canonization. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. T. S. B. 

For some months we had been praying 
to Mother Seton for a little girl named 
Heide. This little girl had leukemia, and 
I was concerned because we had heard 
nothing of her condition for se-Yeral 
months. I wrote to the Sister who had 
presented the case, and recei-Yed the 
following answer: "Heide is dead. She 
died on October 31." Here is Sister's 
letter, and also a Yery fine tribute to 
Heide made by her piano teacher-Fa
ther McGowan. 

Dear Father McGowan, 
I am very sorry that I did not write 

to inform you of what happened. 
About the middle of September Heide 

took a bad turn and was hospitalized 
here in Baltimore until her death on 
October 31. Toward the end she suffered 
acutely. She was nothing but skin and 
bones. She seemed to contract every pos
sible disease. 

With all this excruciating suffering 
there still remained to the end the same 
deep peace and serenity she had always 
manifested. 

On October 3 she received the Sac
rament of Confirmation. She had been 
anointed several times. Her mother 
stayed with her during this critical time, 
and manifested deep, strong, coura
geous faith like that of Mother Seton. 
Her father, brother and sister made sev
eral trips and were with her when she 
died. 

Mrs. W. still remains strong under 
this heavy cross. The family continues 
to pray to Mother Seton. Though there 
was no physical cure, this Christian wit
ness of such deep faith and love on 
Heide's part and the family's seems in 
a way even stronger, doesn't it? 

It would seem that, even with this, 
there is another reason why these pray
ers to Mother Seton have not been in 
vain. Since Mrs. W. told me of the 
lack of parochial and Catholic high 
schools in their vicinity, it seems that 
some day Mother Seton will see to it 
that Sisters will be provided for them. 
At present the school can be provided, 
but no Sisters are available to staff it. 
Heide had prayed to Mother Seton for 
a parochial school. Since Mother Seton 
started the first parochial school, per
haps this is what she wants to do for 
Heide and her family. 

The enclosed letter was sent to the 
W. family by a Jewish musician who 
was Heide's music teacher from the first 
grade. He also had a record made for 
her with messages from the children of 
her school and brought it to her before 
she died. Heide's appeal to him is typical 
of that shared by all who knew her even 
slightly. 

My dearest W. family, 

Sincerely, 
Sister M. B. 

A jeweler sees many stones before he 
finds a perfect gem. 

So a teacher sees many children be
fore he finds one who is everything
imelligent, polite, kind, unspoiled, cou
rageous, brave, neat, beautiful, sweet, 
humble . .. 

Heide was a perfect gem. In a fatherly 
way I loved her very, very much. I 
promise you I will remember her and 
love her all my life. She has become like 
a daughter to me. As God is my wit
ness, I feel something of the loss you 
feel. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



PAGE FouR 

Vice Postulator' s Mail 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Never has heaven been more perfect. 
For Miss Heide W.-the perfect gem
is now in its midst. 

G. S. 
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life and the assurance that my son still 
lived and all was well with him. 

Then, a year later, on Easter morning 
in 1965, in my bedroom there suddenly 
appeared before my astonished gaze the 
quaint, slender little figure of a woman 
standing in front of a chest of drawers 

Re-,,. Joseph [. Dir-,,in, CM., author of and beside a picture of Michelangelo's 
Mrs. Seton, Foundress of the American "Pieta." The lady was clothed in a very 
Sisters of Charity, recently recei-,,ed the plain floor-length dress the color of old 
following letter: gold, and around her waist was a belt 

from which hung some very heavy beads. 
Dear Father Dirvin, On her head was a little ruf!Ied cap of 

On a recent visit to the public library the same gold color as the dress, and in 
I had the good fortune to come upon the hand of her upraised arm she held a 
your book Mrs. Seton. The reading of it gold cross. 
was an overwhelming experience for me Although she did not speak, my im-

-----=b'-"e"'ca=:u,,,se it clarified and made signifu:an.__..r;.::tessio was that on n of her 
an occurrence which took place at Easter garb with the beads and the crucifix, 
time in 1965. she belonged to a holy order. The cap 

Since reading the book I have learned and her dress were like those worn in 
that Mrs. Seton has been beatified and Colonial times, so I assumed she be-
is presently under consideration for longed to that period. After gazing at 
canonization. I am not of the Catholic her for a few seconds and having some-
faith, but it is my understanding that a what recovered from my initial shock 
record is kept of miracles or incidents and wonderment, I had the presence of 
reported in relation to and subsequent mind to thank and bless her for coming, 
to the death of the blessed one under as I instinctively knew the intention of 
consideration for this honor. I, there- her visit was to give me comfort. At the 
fore, feel it my duty to report the beau- time of my experience the name of 
tiful experience which was granted to Mother Seton was impressed upon my 
me, in the hope that it will reach your mind and in the days following, while 
hands and perhaps prove to be a link recollecting the incident, it came to me 
in a chain of similar events to form a again and again. 
pattern. I looked up the name of Mrs. Seton 

On March 17, 1964, my precious son in my desk encyclopedia and found she 
Daniel passed away unexpectedly. The was the founder of The Sisters of 
following Sunday was Easter, and would Charity. I made some inquiries at the 
have been his 32nd birthday, and in re- local bookstores seeking more informa-
calling it, one of the blackest days of my tion, but to no avail. I had faith, how-
life. In the darkest hours I repeated ever, that some day the reason for her 
over and over the 23rd Psalm, which appearance to me would be revealed; 
seemed to relieve my feeling of desola- and I felt so touched and honored by 
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had stood, of all my personal articles 
and made it into a little altar in front 
of which I prayed and meditated. 

Words cannot describe the happiness 
and delight I felt when at last I came 
across your beautiful book of Mother 
Seton, which is a monument to her virtu
ous and wonderful life. The reading of 
it was a tremendous emotional experi
ence for me, as you so vividly portrayed 
her anguish at the loss of so many of 
her loved ones, and then the final blow 
of losing her darling children. 

The book brings out many facets of 
her life and beautiful character, but 
naturally what impressed me personally 
was the theme running throughout of 
her lief in eterni and the immortal 
life, and also her acceptance of the will 
of God and complete confidence in His 
divine plan. You relate the heart-rend
ing episode of Mother Seton standing 
desolate at her darling Anna's grave and 
praying and crying out in anguish 
" ... to pity a poor, poor Mother so 
uncertain of reunion." 

That she should come to comfort me, 
another poor bereaved mother, bringing 
the assurance of eternal life, bridging 
and transcending the gap of time and 
space, is a gift for which mortal words 
cannot express my heartfelt and everlast
ing gratitude. This letter has been 
written as a testament of that gratitude, 
and to express my joy in knowing that 
after her life of suffering and heroic 
and unselfish dedication to the needs of 
her others, she has, at last, found joyous 
reunion with all of her loved ones. May 
her beautiful life of service continue to 
be a constant source of inspiration to 
others, as it has been, and shall continue 
to be to me. 

tion, anLons.tandy _prayt>d tbar God _her 'Li.sir char I cleared the._ toi;w>,.._.i..us._ ___ ______ ..£Respectf urs 
would grant to me some proof of eternal chest of drawers where the blessed one Mrs. A. T. 

11ntqrr &rtnn "uilb 
£mmttsburg. fllarylanb 21727 

Address Correction Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GmLo BuLLBTIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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