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D aughters of Charity Form New Provinces 

Mother General Chiron 
At Historic Ceremony 

AT A FORMAL CEREMONY m 
the cradle of their community the Amer
ican Daughters of Charity created five 
new provinces, replacing the former two 
of Emmitsburg and St. Louis. The cere
mony took place on the feast of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, their American 
foundress, Saturday, January 4, 1969. 

Mother General Christine Chiron, who 
came from Paris for the occasion, cited 
the day as a joyful, confident beginning 
of a new era in the order's life, "one 
that will be rich in its work of sancti
fying souls both personally and ~ col
laboration with the Church." 

Calling on the Sisters to intensify 
themselves in the mystique of their voca
tion, she warned them not to look on 
the new changes as a radical rejection of 
the past, "uprooting traditions of the 
community and the wealth of our her
itage," but as a return to "its origin, the 
source of our community life." 

His Eminence, Lawrence Cardinal She
han, Archbishop of Baltimore, who was 

Provincial superiors of five new American provinces of the Daughters of Charity 
meet with Lawrence Cardinal Shehan. Mother General Christine Chiron, of Paris, 
is at the Cardinal's left and Sister Hilda Gleason, councillor general for English
speaking provinces, at his right. The provincial superiors are (from left): Sister Rose 
Collins (West), Sister Elise Boudreaux (East Central), Sister Mary Basil Roarke 
(Northeast), Sister Rose McPhee (West Central), and Sister Eleanor McNabb 
(Southeast). 

principal concelebrant of a Mass before 
the ceremony, praised Mother Seton as 
one "who found a pearl of great price 
and was willing to sell all to possess it. 
Today when church and religious life are 
facing so much difficulty, she offers to 
you a wonderful example. 

"Self-denial is important when the 
world is dominated by selfishness, when 
even those in religious life use the terms 
self-development and fulfillment to cover 
selfishness and self-seeking. The vision 
that was hers of seeing the great mission 
religious women have to perform is the 
individual mission of each Sister," he 
counseled. "Reach out your hands to the 
poor, your arms to the needy." 

In addition to 220 Daughters of Char
ity from North America the Province of 
Bolivia was represented by Sister Florence 
Lopez, its Provincial superior. 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Seton Vice Postulator 
Reports Study in Rome 
Of Alleged Miracles 

THE FEAST of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton was marked in many churches 
throughout the United States with pray
ers for her canonization. Masses for this 
intention were celebrated in \V/ ashington 
by His Eminence, Patrick Cardinal 
O'Boyle, in Baltimore by His Eminence, 
Lawrence Cardinal Shehan, and in Wil
mington by His Excellency, Most Rev. 
Thomas J. Mardaga. 

Highlight of the commemoration was 
an announcement by the Rev. Sylvester A. 
Taggart, C.M., Vice Postulator for the 
Cause of Blessed Mother Seton, that the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites in Rome is 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Vincentians Elect New 
Superior General in Rome 

MOST REV. James W . Richardson, 
C.M., was elected Superior General of 
the Vincentian Fathers and Daughters 
of Charity and twentieth successor of St. 
Vincent de Paul at the Extraordinary 
General Assembly of the Vincentian 
Fathers in Rome on October l, 1968. 

A native of Dallas Texas, Father 
Richardson was taught by the Daughters 
of Charity at Holy Trinity Parochial 
School, and by the Vincentian Fathers in 
high school and college, in that same city. 

In 1925 he entered the Vincentian 
novitiate at historic St. Mary's Seminary 
of the Barrens, Perryville, Mo., founded 
· rable Fe!" 
dreis, C.M. When the first band of Vin
centian missionaries led by de Andreis 
arrived in Baltimore in the latter part of 
August, 1816, Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton welcomed them in a note to their 
host, Father Simon Gabriel Brute, in 
which she informed him that she had re
ceived Holy Communion and "directed 
those of the Sisters to thanks for the 
blessed missioners sent to enlighten our 
savage land." 

After pronouncing his perpetual vows 
in 1927 and completing his philosophical 
and theological studies at St. Mary's, 
Father Richardson was ordained to the 
holy priesthood on June 10, 1933. He 
was sent for further study to the Pon
tifical Institute "Angelicum" in Rome 
where he earned the degree of Doctor of 
Canon Law. From 1936 to 1939 he 
taught this subject at St. Mary's. 
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one of the six moderators and members 
of its central commission. He was then 
chosen, toward the end of the first ses
sion of the Assembly, to succeed the 
Most Rev. William M. Slattery, C.M., 
who had resigned as superior general after 
holding that post for twenty-one years. 

Father Richardson resides at the moth
erhouse of the Congregation in Rome. 

FAVOR§ 
CONVENT, N. J.-My niece, who 

lost an eye at the age of ten, contracted 
in infection in the other eye. After she 
had been treated for some time without 
any permanent relief, I sent her a relic of 
Blessed Mother Seton and the novena 
prayer. We both began the daily recita
tion of the prayer and continued it for 
several months. She is now under the care 
of a doctor who has discovered a cure for 
the infection, and she is improving every 
day. Our thanks to dear Mother Seton. 

A SISTER OF CHARITY 

BAL TIM ORE, MD. - A friend of 
mine had been away from church and 
the sacraments for many years. His wife 
prevailed upon him to join her in making 
a novena in honor of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton. At the close of the novena 
my friend found the courage to go to 
confession and to receive Holy Com
munion on the first Friday of the month. 
On the 8th he died suddenly of a heart 
attack. We are most grateful to Blessed 
Mother Seton for helping him to make 
his peace with God before he died. 

Mrs. L.B. 
In 1939 the Vincentian Fathers were 

invited to follow in the footsteps of their 
confrere Thaddeus Amat, C.M., Bishop 
of Monterey-Los Angeles, by staffing the SPRING VALLEY, N. Y .-I prom-
ew,m:h-dion·sa11Sr.-Jolm's --seinina;-;;ryc;---,sed a etter o than sg1vmg or fa~ 

at Camarillo, Calif. Father Richardson received. Our boys passed their Regents 
served on this charter staff as director examination, and the health of one of 
of studies, professor of canon law, and them has improved greatly. Whenever 
librarian. they have problems I advise them to turn 

In 1945 he was named rector of the for help to Mother Seton. In this way 
seminary and in 1958, the first Vice I hope that they will learn to have the 
Provincial of the Vincentian Fathers' confidence in her that I have. 
newly-formed Vice Province of Los An- Mrs. P. S. 
geles. In this capacity he established his 
community's first West Coast apostolic 
school at Montebello and novitiate at 
Santa Barbara. He was also a trusted 
adviser in the affairs of the Church in 
southern California, an active member of 
the Canon Law Society of America, and 
official of the Council of Major Religious 
Superiors of Men. 

When the Vincentian Fathers began 
the renewal of their Congregation in the 
spirit of Vatican Council II in August, 
1968, Father Richardson was elected as 

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH, OHIO
My niece was suffering from a severe case 
of mononucleosis and showed no improve
ment over a period of some months. She 
was not able to return to school last 
September, although she made the at
tempt twice. I then promised publication 
of the favor if Mother Seton would help 
her. She lias recovered completely, and 
we are grateful. 

Sr. T.M. 
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New Provinces Formed 
(Continued from Page 1) 

After the ceremony the Very Rev. 
William M. Slattery, C.M., former Su
perior General of the Vincentian Fathers 
and Daughters of Charity, read the offi
cial rescript from Rome giving the new 
provinces the official recognition of the 
Church. 

The five new geographical divisions of 
the order were arrived at after at least 
seven schemata had been proposed. Look
ing much like the traditional missionary 
paths that brought religion to our coun
try, they quarter the United States from 
north to south, with the eastern section 
divided in two. 

Ironically, Emmitsburg, formerly the 
wealtfuest in Catholics and resources, 
now heads the southeast section whose 
population is only two percent Catholic. 

The Northeast Province, with head
quarters in Jamaica, N. Y. (in New 
York City's Borough of Queens), will be 
headed by Sister Mary Basil Roarke, for
mer Assistant General of the communiry. 
Her Council consists of Sister Rosemary 
Pfaff, Sister Helen Kelley, Sister Serena 
Branson, and Sister Margaret Finnegan. 

The Southeast Province, with head
quarters at Emmitsburg, will be headed 
by Sister Eleanor McNabb, who had been 
Visitatrix of the Eastern Province. Her 
Council includes Sister Mary Clare 
Hughes, Sister Jerome Nossell, Sister 
Genevieve Ku re th, Sister Margaret 
Hickey, Sister Dolores Scharper, and 
Sister Mary Ellen Sheldon. 

The East Central Province will be 
based in Chicago with Sister Elise Bou
dreaux as Provincial superior. Her Coun
cil members are Sister John Gabriel Mc
Phee, Sister Constance Dahinden, Sister 
Margaret Flynn, Sister Virginia Kings
bury, and Sister Virginia May. 

The W estem Province will have its 
headquarters in San Jose, Calif., with 
Sister Rose Collins as Provincial superior. 
Her Council consists of Sister Frances 
McCarthy, Sister Mary Genevieve Moon
ier, Sister Teresa Piro, Sister Mary Wil
liam Vinet, and Sister Emily Bourg. 

The W estem Central Province, with 
headquarters at St. Louis, will be headed 
by Sister Mary Rose McPhee, who was 
Provincial superior of the former West
em Province. Her Council includes Sister 
Margaret Mary O'Connor, Sister Mary 
Thomas McNeela, Sister Mary Daniel 
O'Neill, Sister Marie Duboisson, Sister 
Rosalie Larson, and Sister Josephine 
Aitchison. 

Mother Chiron, a native of France, 
served as Provincial superior of the Prov
ince of Ecuador for 17 years prior to her 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

election as mother general in June, 1968. 
She succeeded Mother Guillemin, a 
member of Vatican Council II and the 
Congregation of Religious, who completed 
the final details of the division only a 
few days before her death. 

The division came about after Vatican 
Council II urged religious communities 
to analyze themselves in an effort to have 
creative pioneering spring from existing 
communities rather than from new orders. 

"Although we are spiritually alike 
throughout the world," explained Sister 
Irmina Foley, former councillor for social 
works in the Southeast Province, "we are 
separated by various cultures, not only 
nationally, but in different regions of our 
country as well. In education and welfare 
we have felt a great need for this change. 

"Each of the former provinces had 
almost 1,400 Sisters. Now each Provincial 
Superior will have a counseling staff, 
making her more accessible to those 
under her guidance. Where we formerly 
had only 10 consultants, we will now 
have 25. As a result of this division 
problems can be handled more personally 
and as they occur." 

The renewal and renovation will in
crease involvement on the part of the 
members of the community. The smaller 
groups will be more flexible and have 
more freedom to accept challenges as 
they appear. 

Attending the ceremony of division 
were the Provincials of the Vincentian 
Fathers' two American provinces, Very 
Rev. James Collins, C.M. (East), and 
Very Rev. James Fischer, C.M. (West); 
the two Vice Provincials from the West
ern Province, Very. Rev. Maurice Hymel, 
C.M. (New Orleans), and Very Rev. 
Joseph Falanga, C.M. (Los Angeles); 
and the Spiritual Directors of the five 
Sisters' provinces: Very Rev. Charles 
O'Connor, C.M. (Southeast), Very Rev. 
Joseph Tinnelly, C.M. (Northeast), Very 
Rev. John Zimmerman, C.M. (East Cen
tral), Very Rev. George Dolan, C.M. 
(West Central), and Very Rev. James 
McOwen, C.M. (West). 

The setting of the ceremony offered a 
striking contrast to the arrival of Blessed 
Mother Seton and eight Sisters at the 
Stone House on the property, July 31, 
1809, and the scene surrounding her 
death on that very day, January 4, one 
hundred and forty-eight years before. 

Sr. Catherine Sullivan 
(Continued from Page 4) 

She also served as a member of the 
board of directors of the St. Louis Cath
olic Charities for 24 years, and for sev
eral terms as vice chairman of the Na-
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tional Conference of Catholic Charities. 
The funeral was held on February 5, 

1969, from Marillac Chapel, Normandy, 
Mo. The Very Rev. George E. Dolan, 
C.M., director of the Province, was prin
cipal concelebrant of the Mass and 
preached. The other concelebrants were 
the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John W. Miller, rep
resenting the Archbishop of St. Louis; 
the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas Finn, repre
senting the Bishop of Covington; the 
Very Rev. Cyril Lefevre, C.M., repre
senting the Provincial of the Vincentian 
Fathers' Western Province; the Very Rev. 
Charles O'Connor, C.M., director of the 
Daughters' Southeast Province; the Rev. 
Robert P. Slattery, representing St. Louis 
Catholic Charities; the Rev. Henry Kry
ger, C.R.; the Rev. Joseph McIntyre, 
C.M.; and the Rev. James Saracini, C.M. 

Sister Catherine was characterized as 
"a woman of hope and optimism, quali
ties which inspire others to faith and 
confidence." 

Vice Postulator Reports 
(Continued from Page 1) 

currently studying two purported miracles 
attributed to her intercession. 

Should the Church pronounce these 
cures miraculous, all requirements will 
have been fulfilled for the elevation of 
the Blessed to the ranks of the saints. 
It will be, however, "at least a year" 
before study of the reputed miracles is 
completed, said Father Taggart. 

He declined to reveal any details about 
the alleged miracles or where they had 
reportedly taken place, except to say that 
the locations were in the United States. 
Even should the miracles be verified by 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites, there 
is no guarantee of how long it may be 
after that before the Pope would pro
claim Mother Seton a saint. 

Should the process lead to her canon
ization, she would be the first native
born citizen of the United States to be 
recognized as a saint by the Catholic 
Church. 

The first step toward her beatification 
and canonization was taken by his late 
Eminence, James Ca rd in a 1 Gibbons, 
Archbishop of Baltimore, in 1907. He 
initiated the official process before an 
ecclesiastical court convened in Balti
more. The closing sessions of the court 
were held in 1924 in the presence of his 
successor, Archbishop Michael J. Curley. 
In 1959 His Holiness, Pope John XXIII 
declared Mother Seton "Venerable," and 
on March 17, 1963, beatified her-a 
ceremony which approved her sanctity 
and two miracles worked through her in
tercession. 
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Sr. Catherine Sullivan 
Dies at 82 in St. Louis 

Pioneer in Sister Formation 
Was Former Western Provincial 

SISTER CATHERINE SULLI
VAN, Provincial Superior of the West
ern Province of the Daughters of Charity 
from 1952 to 1962, died on February 1, 
1969, at De Paul Hospital, St. Louis, 
Mo., after a prolonged illness. She was 82. 

At the time of her death she was Di
rector of Vocations for the Province and 
Director of its Information Service. She 
was also editor of The Daughter of 
Cha_rjt ma azine. _ 

Born in Texarkana, Texas, in 1886, 
Sister Catherine entered the community 
in New Orleans, La., on February 26, 
1909. 

A frequent speaker at national and in
ternational conventions and a sought-after 
contributor to professional journals, she 
never lost her personal enthusiasm for 
one of her early assignments nursing vic
tims of Hansen's Disease or leprosy. 
From 1916 to 1936 she was a nurse at 
the National Leprosarium in Carville, La., 
designated since 1921 as a United States 
Public Health Service hospital. In 1940 
Sister Catherine was a delegate to the 
Sixth International Congress on Leprosy 
held at Havana, Cuba. 

c.. 

FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED EUZABETH ANN SETON 

"Happy marriage" - Omaha, Neb. "Successful operation" - E/licot, 
N. Y.; Bloomfield, N. ]. "Cure of arthritis"-Tucson, Ariz. "Return to 
the sacraments"-Lynbrook., N . Y. "Healing of bad burns"-Forbes 
Road, Pa. "Employment" Ba/ti!;nore, M d.; I reland. "Ea ii conflicts 
resolved"-Binghamton, N. Y. "Sale of Home"-N. Arlington, N. ]. 
"Acceptance in college and help with studies"-Wilmont, Minn.; Spring 
Valley, N. Y.; Chicopee, Mass. "Recovery from brain damage in child" 
-Crestwood, N . Y. "Cure of alcoholism"- Rosemont, Pa.; Lombard, Ill. 
"Cure of Cancer"-Cranford, N . ]. "Happy death"-Wayne, N. ]. 
"Health"-Pittsburgh, Pa.; Houma, La.; Con-vent, N. ].; St ratford, 
Conn.; Branchdale, Pa.; Frederick., Md.; Washington, D. C.; Baltimore, 
Md. Westerly, R. I .; Brighton, Mass.; lr-vington, N. ].; £-vans-ville, Ind.; 
Farmingdale, N. Y.; Li-vingston, N. ]. "Special intention"-Harrisburg, 
Pa.; Chicago, Ill.; Orange, N. ].; Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Westerly, R. I.; 
Austin, Texas; Lancaster, Pa.; New Haven, Conn.; Baltimore, Md.; Em
mitsburg, Md. 

' 

Sister Catherine was assistant provin
cial superior from 1936 to 1952. 

Sisters, she was among the heads of com
munities of religious women summoned 
to Rome by Pope Pius XII in 1952 to 
receive his endorsement of the Sister 
Formation concept. 

conformity with the educational direc
tives from Rome. 

Her outstanding contribution to re
ligious life in the United States was the 
founding of Marillac College, an all
Sisters college, in 1954. A pioneer in the 
Sister Formation Movement, an inte
grated program of academic, professional, 
spiritual, and apostolic training for young 

ilnt4tr &ttnn "uilll 
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Address Correction Requested 

Marillac College, formerly an exten
sion of De Paul University, Chicago, Ill., 
was reorganized by Sister Catherine on 
her return and brought at once into full 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

_From 1954 to 1958 Sister Catherine 
served as vice chairman of the founding 
committee of the Conference of Major 
Superiors of Women's Institutes, and 
from 1959 to 1961 as chairman of the 
National Sister Formation Conference. 

(Continue.d on Page 3) 
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