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Federatiot1 of Mother Seton's Daughters Hold 
Annual Meeti11g at Halifax, N. S., Motherhouse 

Pictured at the Annual Meeting of the Federation of the Daughters of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton held at Mount Saint Vin
cent, Halifax, N. S., on April 26-27, 1969: Left to Right, Standing: Sister Mary Ellen, Sister Richard Ann Watson, Sister Irene 
Farmer, Sister Alice Elizabeth, Sister Robert Marie, Rev. Sylvester A. Taggart, C.M.; Seated: Mother Mary Omer, Mother 
M. Victoria, Sister Eleanor McNabb. 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 

Apnstolir Jfoatulatinn 
FoR THE CAusE OF 

UNONIZATION 
OF THE BLESSED 

Eltiahet4 Aun §etou 
Foundress of the 

SISTERS OF CHARITY 
IN AMERICA 

His EMINENCE 

DECATUR, GA.-I am not a Cath
olic but I am interested in the Catholic 
Faith. I am writing to you because, 
after subscribing to the MoTHER SETON 
GuILD BULLETIN, I became interested in 
Mother Seton. I don't know too much 
about saints but I believe that Mother 
Seton must be one. At Christmastime 
I had a severe throat infection which 
persisted for more than four weeks. I 
could scarcely talk. I prayed to Mother 
Seton to help me, and in two or three 
days my voice was normal again. I truly 
believe she helped me. 

Mrs. J.B. 

WOODSIDE, N. Y.-Several months 
ago I took the Cooperative Examinations 
to apply for a Catholic high school. I 
had read of the many favors received 
through Mother Seton's intercession so 
I prayed every day to her. Recently I re
ceived the results of the examinations 
and learned I was accepted by all four 
of the high schools I had applied for. 
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude 
to Mother Seton. I will pray for her 
canonization. 

R. F. 

UNION CITY, N. ].-Enclosed is 
a small donation in thanksgiving for the 
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Sacred Congregation of Rites or me. pray ait u y to er every 
for her powerful intercession for the re- day and hope that some day she will be 

His EMINENCE turn of health to a young mother of six canonized, for to me she is a saint. I will 
ARCAOIO CARoiNAL LARRAONA, C.M.F. children. Doctors had told this woman h 

Prefect Emeritus of the never stop praying to er. 
Sacred Congregation of Rites that she had a very rare allergy which 

could cause her very serious problems. 
LAWREN~s &~:=ESHEHAN My deep faith in Blessed Mother Seton 

Archbishop of Baltimore has led me to believe that she worked 
wonders in this case. 

V . REV. L. GIUSEPPE LAPALORCIA, C.M. 
Postulator General (Rome) 

REV. SYLVESTER A. TAGGART, C.M. 
Vice Postulator 

Slntt,rr j;l'tnn'.e !aug~trr.e 
Communities of the Sisters of Charity 

St. Joseph's Provincial House, 
Emmitsburg, Md. 

Marillac Provincial House _ St. Louis, Mo. 
Mt. St. Vincent-on-the-Hudson, 

New York, N . Y. 
Mt. St. Vincent ___ Halifax, N. 5. 
Mt. St. Joseph ________ Cincinnati, Ohio 
St. Elizabeth's ··--···· ___ Convent, N . J. 
Seton Hill _ ····---·-·- Greensburg, Pa. 

Central Office 

&nt4er t!>rtnu ~uilh 
EMMITSBURG, Mo. 

Guild Membership 

Yearly $1.00 
Perpetual ________ $10.00 

Deceased May Be Enrolled 

Address all communications to 
MOTHER SETON GUILD 

EMMITSBURG, MARYLAND 21727 

C. 0. 

MILWAUKEE, WIS.-I promised 
to thank Blessed Mother Seton pub
licly if she would obtain for me a suc
cessful operation for the removal of a 
cataract. I applied her relic and prayed 
daily that she would soon be declared 
a saint. I am happy to report that my 
eyesight has been restored. I am very 
thankful for this favor. 

C.M. 

MOUNT CLEMENS, MICH. -
During the past ten years I have prayed 
to Mother Seton for many favors, both 
s iritual and tern oral and she has re-
fused me nothing. Some of these re
quests for spiritual cures, a happy death, 
and temporal needs were answered in 
such a remarkable way that I knew it 
was Blessed Elizabeth Ann who had ob
tained them for me and I hereby thank 
her with all my heart. 

S. E. 

MAITLAND, FLA.-I had been 
worried over a problem which seemed to 
have no solution. I promised Blessed 
Mother Seton to wear her medal with a 
relic which I had received from The 
Mother Seton Guild, to read her biog
raphy, and to make public acknowledge
ment of whatever help she gave me. It is 
a great joy to report that she answered 
my prayer in a completely satisfactory 
way. 

M. L. 

C.R. 

PERRYSBURG, OHIO-I want to 
express my thanks to Blessed Mother 
Seton by telling you about the medal 
you sent me. I regarded it as something 
very special and wanted very much to 
keep it for myself, but a friend of ours 
had a serious accident and lay for three 
weeks in the intensive care unit of a 
nearby hospital. He didn't know anyone 
and was in a coma all that time. I gave 
my medal to his wife and promised to 
pray to Mother Seton for her husband. 
She pinned the medal on him and a 
week later he began a remarkable re
covery. I sincerely thank you for spread
ing devotion to her and I am so very 
grateful for her intercession. 

Mrs. J. G. 

, y great-
niece, Cindy, was three years old when 
she contracted measles complicated by 
encephalitis and pneumonia. She was in 
a coma for four and a half months and 
received nourishment intravenously. The 
doctors said she was deaf and blind and 
gave her up as a hopeless case. Cindy's 
mother sent all the family the prayer for 
the Beatification of Mother Seton in 
Cindy's behalf. It was during the period 
of deafness and blindness that she be
gan to respond. Today at the age of 
eight and a half years Cindy is attend
ing school and receiving speech therapy. 
She made her first Holy Communion 
this past spring. We are all thankful for 
God's graces in granting Cindy such a 
wonderful recovery through the interces
S!0n of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Mrs. J. P. 

... 



JUNE, 1969 

Annual Meeting of Mother 
Seton's Daughters Is Held 

(Picture on Page r) 

THE MAJOR SUPERIORS of the 
Federation of the Daughters of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton met at Mount 
Saint Vincent, Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 
April 26-27, 1969. Sister Irene Farmer, 
Superior General of the Sisters of Char
ity of St. Vincent de Paul of Halifax 
was chairman of the Conference. 

Others in attendance were Mother M. 
Victoria, Mother General, and Mother 
Richard Ann Watson, Mother General
Elect, of the Sisters of Charity of 
G re ens bu r g; Mother Mary Omer, 
Mother General, and Sister Alice Eliza
beth, of the Sisters of Charity of Cin
cinnati; Sister Eleanor McNabb, Provin
cial Superior, and Sister Maty Ellen, 
Secretary, of the Southeast United 
States Province of the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul; and Sis
ter Robert Marie, General Councillor, 
Sister Mary Moore, Treasurer General, 
and Sister Katherine Meagher, Provin
cial Councillor, of the Sisters of Charity 
of Halifax. 

The Mothers General of the Sisters of 
Charity of Mount Saint Vincent-on
Hudson and the Sisters of Charity of 
St. Elizabeth, Convent, N. J ., were pre
vented from attending by an airline 
strike. 

Rev. Sylvester A. Taggart, C.M., Vice 
Postulator of the Cause of Canonization 
of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, was 
also present. 

The theme of the meeting was "The 
Relevance of a Daughter of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton to the Needs of 
Modem Times." 

Father Taggart submitted a report on 
the progress of the Cause, beginning 
with the status of alleged miracles pro
posed to the ecclesiastical authorities as 
having occurred through the intercession 
of Blessed Mother Seton. 

The Carl Kalin case, Father Taggart 
said, is at present in the hands of Very 
Rev. Giuseppe Lapalorcia, C.M., Postu
lator of the Cause, who has presented it 
to the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

A second remarkable case of a cure 
of leukemia has been thoroughly inves
tigated but, Father Taggart reported, it 
has now become evident that incontro
vertible proof of a miracle cannot be 
produced, since natural medical means 
could account for the cure. 

Father Taggart also made a financial 
report of the Mother Seton Guild. Other 
editorial, publicity and membership 
matters were also discussed. 
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WE NOTED with great joy and gratitude the issuance of the 
M otu Proprio "Sanctitas Clarior" of His Holiness Pope Paul VI 
under date of April, 1969. 

The terms of this M otu Proprio should speed the processes of 
beatifications and canonizations. 

Since the M otu Proprio makes no reference to a change in the 
existing legislation concerning the need for miracles in the processes 
for both beatifications and canonizations, it still remains necessary 
for the Sacred Congregation of Rites to give its approval to two 
additional canonically attested miracles m the Cause of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

In the light of this we renew at this time our request for your 
kind prayers that God may see fit to fill the need for the two mir
acles required through the intercession of Mother Seton. 

REV. SYLVESTER A. TAGGART, C.M. 

The Sisters then turned to discussion 
of internal matters of the Federation, 
especially as they related to the theme of 
the Conference. 

It was agreed to hold next year's 
meeting at St. Joseph Provincial House, 
Emmitsburg, Md., where the remains of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton are interred . 

Rome Report 
(Continued from Page 4) 

CREDITED WITH MIRACLES 

Mother Seton's Canonization Cause 
was placed before the Congregation of 
Rites in December, 1965, shortly after 
a church court in New York headed by 
the late Cardinal Francis Spellman cred
ited her with the first of the two mir
acles needed for sainthood. 

The alleged miracle involved Carl E. 
Kalin, 61, a Swedish-born construction 
worker of Yonkers, N. Y., who suffered 
inflammation of the brain in October, 
1963. 

Kalin fell into a coma and an epilep
tic state, and doctors despaired of saving 
his life. But three days later he awak
ened and had apparently recovered. His 
doctor later told the church court he had 
never known a patient to survive an ill
ness of this type, and he testified that 
the apparent cure was not due to drugs 
or other medical treatment. 

Kalin is a Lutheran. But his wife is 

Vice Postulator 

Catholic. She owns a relic of Mother 
Seton, and she prayed to her all through 
his illness. The church court ruled that 
her prayers had produced a miracle. 

RECORDS IN ROME 

The New York records on the case
including about 250 pages of testimony 
and about 100 pages of daily hospital 
records-were sent to Rome in early 
1966. Because of the technical medical 
language involved, translating them into 
Latin and Italian was a painstaking task 
completed only a few months ago. 

Father Lapalorcia made a personal 
study before taking the case to the Con
gregation of Rites where he will even
tually argue it just as a lawyer argues a 
case in court. 

He must consult doctors who are spe
cialists in brain diseases and lawyers who 
will advise him on legal points. 

Vatican sources said the Congregation 
of Rites might be able to complete hear
ings on this alleged miracle within a 
year. 

Father Lapalorcia declined to discuss 
the second alleged miracle at Baltimore 
because he has heard of it only in an 
unofficial way and there has not yet 
been a church trial. 

"Normally local church authorities 
wait about two years before undertak
ing a trial to make sure the cure is per
manent," he said. "We have to proceed 
with great caution in all these cases." 



PAGE FouR 

Report from 
Rome on Cause 

BY RAY MosELEY 

VATICAN CITY-Pope Paul VI 
once remarked that the United States 
has produced "a holiness of people." Yet 
it has not produced a single native-born 
saint of the Catholic Church. 

In just a few more years, however, a 
mother of five children, who was born in 
New York an Episcopalian and con
verted to Catholicism at age 30, may 
join the Church's long roll of saints. 

She is Mother Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Seton, a member of one of America's 
most prominent early families, who was 
orn ugust 8, 11 t'+, ·ana aied at t!m

mitsburg, Md., 47 years later. 
She founded the first American Cath

olic order of nuns, the Sisters of Char
ity, in 1809, and is credited with estab
lishing the first parochial school in the 
United States at Emmitsburg. 

"HEROIC VIRTUES" 

The !are Pope John XXIII beatified 
her on March 17, 1963, culminating a 
23-year process in which the Vatican 
established her "heroic virtues" and 
ruled that two miraculous cures had oc
curred as the result of prayers to her. 
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FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED EUZABETD ANN SETON 

"Health"-Tenafiy, N. ].; Wappingers Falls, N. Y.; Glen Ridge, 
N. ].; Farmingdale, N. Y.; Altoona, Pa.; Marblehead, Mass.; Flushing, 
N. Y.; Stoneham, Mass.; Paterson, N. ].; West Orange, N. ].; 
Washington D. C.; Amity'Yille, N. Y.; EYerson, Pa.; Canada. "Cure 
of Multiple ·sclerosis"-Mt. Kisco, N. Y. "Cure otinfection"-Tuc·k,-a_---+-----
hoe, N. Y. "Foot Cure"-Newark, N. ]. "Cure of Alcoholism"-Two 
Ri'Yers, Wis. "Cure of Epilepsy"-Brooklyn, N. Y. "Catholic Education" 
-Baltimore, Md. "Safety of Husband"-Akron, Ohio. "Business"-
Syosset, N. Y. "Safe Journey"-Orange, N. ]. "New Living Quarters" 
-lr'Yington, N. ] . "Recovery from Accident"-Forbes Road, Pa. "Return 
to Work"-Two RiYe rs, Wis. "Sale of Home"-Yarmouth, No'Ya Sco-
tia; Two Ri..,ers, Wis. "Position Retained"-Glen Ridge, N. ]. "Return 
to Church"-West Orange, N. ]. "Recovery from Heart Attack"-Mah-
wah, N. ]. "Eyesight Restored"-Highland Park, Ill. "Special Inten-
tion"-W estchester, Ill.; New Orleans, La.; Dorchester, Mass.; Jersey 
City, N. ].; Madison, N. ].; Glen Head, N. Y. 

Now only two more miracles are 
needed for Mother Seton to become a 
saint, and according to the man direct 
ing her Cause, Italian Father Lucio Giu
seppe Lapalorcia of the Congregation of 
the Mission, those two miracles have al
ready occurred. 

He said an ecclesiastical court in the 
New York Archdiocese has accepted one 
alleged miracle, and there are reports a 
second has occurred in Baltimore. 

(Editor's Note: Since the writing of this 
article, it has become evident that this 
second alleged miracle-which occurred 
in Maryland, bur not in Balrimore--can
nor be incontrovertibly proven as a mir
acle. The natural medical means used in 
the case could account for the cure.) 

sources at the Vatican Congregation of 
Rites believe it could happen in five or 
six years. 

Until now only one American citizen 
-Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini-has 
become a saint but she was born in Italy 
and went to the United States as an 
adult. 

•ntqrr t.rtnu "uilh 
£mmitJlburg, ~arylanb 21727 

Address Correction Requested 

Father Lapalorcia declines to predict 
when the Cause might be completed, but 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON GuILD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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PRAY FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


