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After 80 Years 
The Story of 

Mother Seton's Beatification 

Began at 

A Cardinal's Mass 

ON JANUARY 4, 1968, the 147th 
anniversary of the death of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the casket contain
ing her sacred remains was permanently 
enshrined under the altar dedicated in 
her honor in the Chapel of St. Joseph's 
Provincial House, Emmitsburg, Md. 

Nearly a century and a half ago, at 
Emmitsburg in the valley of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, one of the greatest 
women the Catholic Church in America 
has ever known passed away. 

Her extraordinary and heroic life cov
ers the span of years from 1774 to 1821. 
It is an unusual history, crowded with 
stirring events and wonderful achieve
ments. 

Born in New York of a wealthy and 
distinguished Episcopalian family, Eliza
beth Ann Bayley's early marriage to a 
Seton of Scottish fame presaged a bril
liant future. 

But poverty, sickness, and sorrow 
which might have crushed a weaker soul 
came to test the mettle of this valiant 
woman. Then, death called away, one by 
one, her best beloved, bringing an almost 
indescribable anguish into the life of the 
young widow-her husband died in Pisa, 
Italy, on December 27, 1803-and her 
five helpless little ones. 

Always deeply religious, her heart 
turned to God in all her sorrows, and 
she eventually recognized the claims of 
the Catholic Church, entering its fold on 
March 14, 1805. 

Her faith and courage now shone like 
the stars and Elizabeth began that re
markable career which culminated in the 
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foundation of the Sisters of Charity of 
America-the Community which blazed 
the trail for the Catholic parochial 
school system and practically every work 
of social welfare in the United States. 

The fame of her holiness-for which 
she was honored even during her life
and the tiny seed sown by her grew so 
rapidly chat today, in the United States, 
in Canada, and in other countries of the 
world, the Sisters of Charity who owe 
their origin to Blessed Mother Seton 
have reached the number of 12,000 and 
are distributed among six congregations. 
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CARDINAL GmBoNs 

It was His Eminence, James Cardinal 
Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore (1877-
1921), who lit the torch of Mother Se
ton's Cause for Beatification and Can
onization. 

The inspiration came to him while of
fering the holy Sacrifice of the Mass in 
her Tomb Chapel at St. Joseph's, Em
mitsburg, on August 22, 1882. After 
Mass he spoke to the Sisters of his de
sire to initiate the Process of her Cause. 

He first made the necessary official 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
CHICAGO, ILL.-We asked Blessed 

Mother Seton to help our daughter find 
an apartment. Her four children made 
the search for a suitable apartment all 
the more difficult. Thanks to Mother 
Seton, she located a very nice apartment 
for her family. 

Mrs. N. C. 

FRANKLIN, MASS.-My landlady 
informed me that my rent would be 
much higher in the future. A widow and 
living on a small income, I did not know 
what to do or where to turn for help. 
I started a novena to Blessed Mother 

eton, as mg er to some way or 
me to pay the extra rent. On the day 
the novena ended I was offered a part
time job helping the busy mother of six 
children. I promised Mother Seton that 
I would publish this acknowledgement in 
thanksgiving for her coming to my aid. 

Mrs. J. H. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y.-A few years 
ago my friend was very ill and doctors 
failed to diagnose her condition. Al
though hardly able to walk, she insisted 
on making a trip to Ireland with her 
brother, a priest. While in Ireland, she 
was hospitalized and a diagnosis made of 
her condition. The doctor sent his medi
cal findings to her doctor in the United 
States. Because of his report, her treat
ment was changed, enabling her to lead 
a normal life. She carried a relic of 
Mother Seton with her on her trip, and 
she feels that it was through the 
Blessed's intercession that her health was 
restored. 

TRENTON, N. ].-Mother Seton 
has been very kind to me during the 
past two years. She has helped me in 
many ways, but especially through a 
mental illness when I was tempted at 
times to give up. I prayed to her, held 
her relic in my hand and, believe me, 
obtained instant calm and control over 
myself. 

Mrs. S. Y. 

ANASCO, PUERTO RICO - A 
friend of mine suffered a severe heart 
attack. His son, a doctor, and other doc
tors recommended an operation but were 
not sure he could survive it. We prayed 
to Mother Seton to obtain our friend's 
cure from Our dear Lord. Our prayers 
were answered and we are so grateful! 

D.J.N. 

FORT LEE, N. J.-I broke my foot 
and wore a cast for six weeks. When the 
cast was removed, the doctor tried all 
kinds of treatments to reduce the swell
ing, but nothing helped. I applied the 
relic of Blessed Mother Seton and the 
swelling went down that very day. My 
grateful thanks to Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann! 

Mrs. R. E. C. 

CHICAGO, ILL.-I am sending a 
donation to the Mother Seton Guild in 
thanksgiving to Mother Seton for a spe
cial favor. We have a business, and were 
o of losthg ff l5ecat1s·""e--,,w"'e.==aa.----
could not get a necessary loan. I prayed 
to Mother Seton and the impossible hap-
pened: we got the loan. So, thank you, 
Mother Seton! I will pray to you now to 
help our business so that we can pay 
back the loan. 

Mrs. E.W. 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - I was told 
that I had a serious condition in an ar
tery leading to the brain. I prayed daily 
to Blessed Mother Seton. Surgery was 
performed, but the insertion of plastic 
veins was not necessary. My gratitude to 
Our Lord and to Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton! I am now home and doing very 
well. 

A. C. w. 

CHICAGO, ILL.-I am a member of 
the Guild, and have distributed many 
touched relics of Mother Seton. In every 
case some favor, perhaps small but none
theless necessary, has been granted. I 

help many times when I needed it most. 
Mrs. E. K. 

TENAFLY, N. J.-My husband was 
very ill. He was hospitalized twice and 
operated on three times within two 
months. He is now at home and seems 
to be quite well. We thank God and 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton whom we 
invoked, and hope that all the members 
of the Guild will pray for my husband 
that he will continue to improve. 

C.J. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.-In appre
ciation for a favor granted to us having 
to do with the sale of some property, 
we wish to thank Mother Seton for her 
intercession. We are certain that she 
gave us her help. 

H. E. 
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overtures to all the religious superiors 
concerned. They in turn commissioned 
Rev. Robert Lennon, C.M., at the time 
Director of the Daughters of Charity in 
the United States, to seek complete in
structions from Rome. 

FIRST VICE PosTULATOR 

The Holy See delegated Cardinal 
Gibbons to appoint a Vice Postu!ator of 
the Cause. He chose Rev. George Glaab 
who was known to all his friends as a 
"Christly priest." 

H.: fanned into flame the spark of en
thusiasm enkindled by the Cardinal, but 
was destined to die in 1900, years be
fore the first major steps in the Cause 
were taken. 

EXAMINATION OF WRITINGS 

Mother Seton's writings were exam
ined by an Ecclesiastical Court set up by 
Cardinal Gibbons and continued by his 
successor in the See of Baltimore, Arch
bishop Michael J. Curley. Five sessions 
of the Court were held. The first three 
-opening on October 30, 1907, resumed 
in 1911, and completed in 1923-exam
ined the writings carefully. The fourth, 
which began on May 26, 1924, notarized 
testimony as to number, authenticity, 
kind, and orthodoxy of the writings. 
The closing session, held on June 22, 
1925, officially transmitted the writings 
to the Promoter of Faith at Rome. 

OFFICIAL AccEPTANCE 

After submitting the writings to a 
searching study of eleven years, the Sa
cred Congregation of Rites decreed on 
Januaty 15, 1936, that "no obstacle ex
ists against taking further steps relative 
to the Cause." 

OFFICIAL INTRODUCTION 

This favorable decision by the Sacred 
Congtegation of Rites opened the way to 
the official Introduction of the Cause, 
which took place on February 28, 1940. 
On that date His Holiness Pope Pius 
XII signed-with his baptismal name 
"Eugenio" rather than the papal "Pius" 
-"The Decree of Introduction of the 
Cause for Beatification and Canonization 
of the Servant of God Elizabeth Ann 
Bayley, the Widow Seton." This De
cree has the distinction of being the first 
official document of the Holy See in En
glish. The late Dennis Cardinal Dough
erty, Archbishop of Philadelphia, made 
the translation from the original Latin. 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

BAPTISM VINDICATED 

Wich chis decree all doubt concerning 
Mother Seton's baptism was put to rest. 
In 1776 fire had destroyed Trinity 
Church in New York City and with it 
the probable record of her Episcopalian 
baptism. For years a diligent search had 
been made of Episcopalian records in 
America and England in an attempt to 
uncover some documentaty proof of the 
baptism, but in vain. Then, in May 
1936, direct testimony of her baptism 
written in her own hand-the writing 
was formally authenticated by the Vice 
Postulator-was discovered on Page 266 
of her Following of Christ, preserved in 
the archives of the Sisters of Charity of 
Greensburg, Pa. The testimony was joy
fully forwarded co Rome. 

HISTORICAL PROCESS 

On July 16, 1941, because of the lack 
of contemporary witnesses of her life, 
Mother Seton's Cause was entrusted to 
the Historical Section of the Sacred Con
gregation of Rites. The members of the 
Historical Section, after gathering doc
uments and written testimonies and mak
ing certain of their worth and validity, 
compiled a vas t Report in which the 
Servant of God's every recorded thought, 
word and deed was microscopically ana
lyzed and judged. 

DocuMENTATION APPROVED 

A great step forward was taken on 
November 14, 1957, when the officials 
and consultors of the Sacred Congrega
tion of Rites convened in solemn session 
approved the documentation of the 
Cause as presented by the Relator Gen
eral of the Historical Section. 

All the previous years had been spent 
in gathering the facts. Now this vast 
body of material with its documentation 
was given over to the Promoter General 
of the Faith for his owi;i critical exami
nation. It was then subjected to discus
sion in three Assemblies of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites. The first was held 
on October 6, 1959, the second on De
cember 15, 1959, and the third on De
cember 18, 1959. 

His Holiness Pope John XXIII pre
sided over this last Assembly at which 
the heroicity of the life and virtues of 
Mother Seton was proclaimed and the 
text of the Decree declaring her Ven
erable was read. At the close Pope John 
addressed those present and imparted his 
apostolic blessing. 

MIRACLES 

Since the authentication of rwo mir
acles worked through the intercession of 
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the Servant of God were required for 
Beatification, the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites ordered the convening of two 
Apostolic Tribunals to obtain testimony 
concerning rwo alleged miraculous cures 
attributed to the intervention of Mother 
Seton. 

One Tribunal opened in New Orleans, 
La., on November 23, 1945, to deal with 
the alleged cure of cancer of the head 
of the pancreas of Sister Gertrude Kor
zendorfer in January 1935. 

The other Tribunal was called in Bal
timore, Md., on February 14, 1961, to 
sift the testimony in the alleged cure of 
acute leukemia (lymphatic type) at the 
age of 4 of Ann Theresa O'Neill. 

The findings of the Tribunals were 
submitted to Rome for study and deci
sion. On December 14, 1961, after a 
perusal of the documentation of the evi
dence, the Sacred Congregation of Rites 
issued the Decree of Validity of the 
Process. 

FINAL CONGREGATIONS 

The evidence was then submitted to 
three consecutive gatherings called con
gregations: the Ante-Preparatory, the 
Preparatory, and the Plenary. Pope John 
presided over the Plenary Congregation 
and ordered the Decree De Tuto, which 
attested to the validity of the miracles 
and assured the Beatification of the 
Servant of God, to be issued. 

Prior to the ceremony of Beatification 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites now 
ordered the official exhumation and iden

( Continued on Page 4) 

CORRECTION 

The June 1969 issue of THE MOTHER 
SETON GUILD BULLETIN carried an arti
cle entitled "Report from Rome on 
Cause" by Ray Moseley. In treating the 
alleged miraculous cure of Carl E. Kalin 
the article stated: "The church court (a 
New York tribunal set up to take testi
mony regarding the alleged cure) ruled 
that her (Mrs. Kalin's) prayers had pro
duced a miracle." Actually, the final de
cision as co the validity of the alleged 
miracle rests with the Sacred Congrega
tion of Rites in Rome. 

Further, Mrs. Kalin has written: "My 
husband's miraculous (sic) cure was the 
result of a public noyena entered into, 
at my request, by the Sisters of Charity 
at Mc. Sc. Vincent in Riverdale, N. Y., 
and St. Joseph's Hospital, Yonkers, 
N. Y. The article implies that it was 
through my prayers only that the miracle 
(sic) was produced." 
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A Daughter of Charity 
Writes from Emmitsburg FAVORS REQUESTED 

"DURING THE SUMMER, Sisters 
from the various branches of Mother Se
ton's Daughters helped conduct tours to 
Mother Seton's Shrines here. 

"Each of the Sisters stayed for two 
weeks or more. 

through the intercession of 

BLESSED EUZABETB ANN SETON 
"Sister Evelyn Bailey of the Sisters of 

Charity of Halifax, N. S.-who is on 
mission in Patchogue, N. Y.-arrived 
during the first week in July. 

"On July J 5, Sister Jane Marie Far- "Cure of cancer"-Park. Ridge, Ill. "Recovery of eyesight"-Piscat-
rell of the Sisters of Charity of St. Eliza- away, N. ]. "Return to faith"-Dallas, Texas. "Son to complete school-

-------"be=th!l.1_,Convent ~"-""-ll!!ocJ..i......t,.,~~/J<-..~--+-__;in::.:!::g,-"_-S,::.,i"';ta;;-t::..:en-'-;::i'li-sl;.:a~n,,id?-, i-N. Y. "Financial help"-N ew Iberia La. "Return 
stay for a ~ nth. to ea "-Glen i ge, N -:' ].; Bloomfie/d, N':].; range, N. ].; Belle-

"The following Saturday, July 19, 'Yi/le, N. ]. "Special intentions"-Spring Valley, N. Y.; Ark.on, Ohio; 
they greeted Sister Catherine Therese Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; T ucson, Ariz.; Portsmouth, Va.; Orange, N. ].; 
and Sister Gertrude Marie, both of the Rochelle Park., N. ] .; Waterbury, Conn.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Belle'Yille, 
Sisters of Charity of Halifax, N. S., N. ]. "Conversion of husband"-Hagerstown, Md. 
who had come from their mission at 
Fresh Meadows, N. Y. 

"On August 1 we had the pleasure of 
welcoming Sister Constance Marie of 
the Sisters of Charity of Mount St. Vin
cent, N. Y., who is stationed at Tuxedo 
Park, N. Y. 

"On August 4, Sister Mildred of the 
Sisters of Charity of Halifax, N . S., 
came from Wellesley, Mass., to con
tribute her services. 

Sch~!, B~on;, N. Y., and Sister Ellen 
Vincent of the Sisters of Charity of 
Halifax, N . S., who is on the staff at 
Mount St. Joseph, Wellesley, Mass. 
These two Sisters stayed with us until 
after Labor Day. 

After 80 Years 

(Continued from Page 3) 

tification of Mother Seton's remains. 
This took place at Emmitsburg, Md., in 
the presence of the delegate of the 
Archbishop of Baltimore, on October 
26, 1962. "During the following week we had 

the pleasure of greeting Sister Kathleen 
McGraith and Sister William Loretta, 
both of the Sisters of Charity of Hali
fax, N. S., and both stationed at Our 
Lady of Angels School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

"All these visitors joined our Sisters 
on Pilgrimage duty in explaining the life 
and works of Mother Seton to the peo-
ple who arrived daily to visit the Shrines. BEATIFICATION 

"It was a great joy to have these Sis- The Beatification ceremony was held 
ters with us. They did much for our pi!- in St. Peter's Basilica at Rome on March 
grims and for the glory of Blessed Eliza- 17, 1963. Pope John XXIII came to the 

"A few days later we welcomed Sister 
Vincent Loretto of the Sisters of Charity 
of Mount St. Vincent, N. Y., who is 
stationed at Carel.ma pe man ~h 

beth Ann Seton. God grant that we may Basilica in the afternoon to pay homage 
have the pleasure of their company and to the new Blessed and to officiate at 
assistance next year! We are looking for- Benediction of the Most Blessed Sac-
war to 1t. __ ,-=.. _ ___ r_am_ e_n...,.t-. ---------~-----.,__ ___ _ 

11lntqrr ~rtntt "uilll 
Emmitsburg. fflarylanb 21727 

Address Correction Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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