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'f o Promote the Canonization of Mother Seton 

N U MBER 110 

For a Century 
and a Haff ... 
Since 1821 
pilgrims have flocked 
to Emmitsburg 

"FIRST, last and in all things ... see 
God!" These were the words of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, shortly before her 
death, to a former pupil on a pilgrimage 
back to Emmitsburg seeking help from 
her teacher and friend whom all recog
nized as one of God's elite . And to the 
countless throngs who, since her death on 
January 4, 1821, have trudged the green 
valley to pray before her remains perhaps 
this is, above all, her most poignant mes
sage. How well she knew that with such 
vision all things drop into their right 
perspective. 

The snows of 1821 had not long melted 
when footsteps beat a path to the little 
mound in the unpretentious cemetery 
where Mother Seton was interred. Her 
own family, her spiritual daughters, her 
friends, her students, the priests and 
bishops who had known her counsels and 
who wanted her prayers, the dispirited, 
the anxious, perplexed youth and de
spondent old age: alone and in groups 
they came to ask the intercession of one 
who despite all the like vicissitudes of 
the human condition had triumphed 
through faith and hope and love. 

And in the intervening century-and-a
half still they come: from Maryland, her 
adopted State, from the nearby Nation's 
Capital, from the hills and valleys of 
every state in the Union-native Ameri
cans bringing to one of their own, whom 
they firmly believe to be with God, their 
problems, their heartaches, their hopes. 
To walk again the humble paths she 
daily trod, to see the poor, mean rooms 
of the Stone House in which she labored, 
to visit reverently the chapel in which she 
worshipped and the scenes of her death 
and burial, and finally to kneel at the 
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modest gilded copper coffin enshrining her 
mortal remains: this is the goal of pil
grims who entrust their intentions to the 
intercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. 

Perhaps the first organized pilgrimage 
to the Shrines of Mother Seton in Em
mitsburg, Frederick County, Maryland, 
was that of The Catholic League of Bal
timore, Mother Seton Assembly No. 2. 
Under the direction of Rev. Joseph A. 
Cunnane, upwards of a hundred of its 
members arrived by bus on August 1, 
1923. On October 26, 1969, the 47th con-

secutive annual pilgrimage of this group 
visited the Shrines: men, women and 
children numbering nearly 200 alighted 
from the buses. The enduring quality of 
their devotion to Mother Seton could be 
gauged from the influx of new members. 
to replace those overcome by death or 
years. 

In the budding spring, the lush green 
of summer, the gorgeously colored fall 
and on clear, cold winter days the steady 
trek conrinues. Sometimes it is a large 
group from her own native New York 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
MOUNT ST. JOSEPH, OHIO

My niece has just obtained a very won
derful favor through the intercession of 
Blessed Mother Seton. We-she in Cali
fornia and I in Ohio--began a novena to 
Mother Seton asking her to find a dental
assistant job for my niece. The day after 
the novena ended an orthodonist offered 
her a job as his assistant. I promised pub
lication in the BULLETIN if Mother Seton 
obtained our request. 

Sr. T. M. 

* * * 
BAL TIM ORE, MD. - I want to 

thank God for a favor received through 
the intercession of Mother Seton. I have 

the next day the cough had gone and the 
doctor permitted my brother-in-law to 
leave the hospital. Mother Seton never 
fails me. I shall continue to spread ~e-
votion to her. 

Miss C. S. 

* * * 
PALOS HEIGHTS, ILL.- I made a 

promise to send a donation to the Mother 
Seton Guild if I was able to locate the 
title to a car which had been sold. I lo
cated it in a matter of minutes after 
making the promise. 

Mrs. W. M. 

* * * grear-uo"uble swa!iuwinrr-. - 10A.1.,,1e.-.J+a.-.yr-''f'i"~ ---Wrl'ff+-i!i'tt~r&-r~ , -M-,~=f--r.r.....-.,--.,0.-..,x.,.._----

nearly choked to death. I have been pray- press my thanks to Blessed Mother Seton. 
ing to Mother Seton and, thank the dear We visited the chapel in Emmitsburg 
Lord, it is much easier for me to eat now. where we saw her coffin under her altar, 

M iss M . L. and I prayed for a successful operation. 

* * * 
LIVINGSTON, N . ].-Almost five 

years ago we were told that our twelve
year-old daughter had curvature of the 
spine. She was put into a brace (from 
her neck down past her waist) which she 
had to wear day and night. During all 
this time she has been x-rayed twice a 
month to determine whether the brace 
was correcting the curvature. The only 
other alternative was an operation which 
is long and delicate and sometimes dan
gerous. All during these years I have 
prayed to Mother Seton. About a month 
ago we were told that our daughter no 
longer had to wear the brace and that the 
doctors were pleased with her condition. 
We are very grateful to Blessed Mother 
Seton. 

I am 75 years old, but my prayers were 
answered. I wear her medal all the time. 
I hope you put this in the BULLETIN be
cause I wish to spread devotion to her. I 
am so grateful for her intercession. 

Mrs. V. W. 

*** 
SIL VER SPRING, MD.-A friend 

and I had just gotten into our car when 
a young bandit pointed a gun at us. He 
took my purse which contained a little 
picture and prayer to Mother Seton and 
a medal and relic of her. I remember 
praying to her for protection. I fell get-
ting out of the car, injuring both knees 
and elbows but suffering no broken 
bones. My relic of Mother Seton and 
other things in my purse were stolen, but 
my life was spared. This experience has 

Mrs. M. Y. caused my love for Mother Seton to --~~- *-------- row deeper and s1t<>ngerc.,-------~--
M. M . Q. 

WESTOVER, MASS.-I promised a 
letter of thanksgiving for favors received. 
I have be~n able to master and do very 
well in my bank work. My daughter pro
gressed greatly this year in her college 
work (she has the use of only one eye, so 
that college studies have been very hard 
for her) . Whenever she has had problems 
I have advised her to rum to Mother 
Seton for help. I know that I could 
never go to my daily work without the 
help of Blessed Mother Seton. 

Mrs. M. D. 

* * * 
LYNBROOK, N. Y.-My brother-in-

law had bronchial pneumonia and just 
couldn't shake the cough. I started a 
"crash" novena to Mother Seton and by 

* * * 
NORTH RIVERSIDE, ILL.-I prom-

ised public acknowledgment to Blessed 
Mother Seton if I obtained a teaching 
position for September. Through a series 
of coincidences-which I would call a 
minor miracle-I did obtain the position, 
a better one than I had hoped for. 

Mr. J. G_ 

* * * 
HARRISBURG, PA-After a friend 

had unsuccessful surgery for cancer I 
sent her a relic of Mother Seton. Now, 
after three months of cobalt treatments, 
the doctor can find no trace of the can
cer. My friend loaned the relic to a 
woman who had been away from the 
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Pilgrimages 
(Continued from Pager) 

headed by the Franciscan Fathers. Again, 
a caravan numbering hundreds of paro
chial school children from the Diocese of 
Buffalo attended by their Sister-teachers 
and others. Labor Day weekend invari
ably brings the return of a large enthusi
astic Boston delegation grateful for im
proved sight for a young girl and seeking 
new favors. Parish pilgrimages from the 
Archdioceses of Baltimore and Washing
ton are frequent. Catholic Daughters of 
America from the Diocese of Harrisburg 
arrive annually en masse. Many religious 
communities send groups of their Sisters 
to visit and learn something about this 
early American nun. Travel agencies, too, 
have discovered the-<chann-ot-rhe-Emmits
burg Shrines and from time to time offer 
them on their itineraries. In between the 
organized pilgrimages come the families 
and little groups of friends, the curious 
or sorely tried individual. 

To receive the pilgrims and provide 

Church and she has returned to her 
religious duties. Thanks to God and 
Mother Seton. 

Miss G. B. 

* * * 
AKRON, OHIO-I promised I would 

write to let you know if Mother Seton 
helped me during one of your recent 
novenas. She did indeed. My ears had 
been driving me crazy-I have a hole in 
my right eardrum and my left ear would 
close (my head felt like a balloon!) and 
I would lose my balance. Although my 
ears are still sensitive, I have been re
lieved and no long_er suffer from loss of 
balance. I am grateful for the remem
brance in the novena to Mother Seton 
who certainly helped me. 

Mrs. F. K. 

* * * 
IRVINGTON, N. ].-Enclosed is a 

small donation for the Cause of Mother 
Seton. She has always answered my pray
ers. I am of the Jewish faith, but have 
believed in Mother Seton's Cause for a 
number of years. 

Mrs. A. C. 

* * * 
BRONX, N. Y. - Please accept the 

small donation enclosed. I was unem
ployed for three months and had no 
ambition or desire to work. I began to 
say the novena prayer to Mother Seton 
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them with opportunities to know more 
about America's first native beatified, 
Mother Seton's Daughters-usually from 
St. Joseph's Provincial House but assisted 
at times by those from Mount St. Vin
cent-on-Hudson, Cincinnati, Convent, 
N. J., Greensburg, Pa., and Halifax, 
Nova Scotia-are assigned to the Pil
grimage Office. From this pre-fabricated
steel building on the west side of Old 
Route 15, south of Emmitsburg rown, 
visitors are conducted to the Shrines. 

In the town of Emmitsburg is located 
the Office of the Mother Seton Guild, 
the Association of those interested in ad
vancing her Cause for Canonization. 
Here can be procured prized relics and 
other mementoes of the Blessed. 

In the lobby of the Provincial House 
chapel, harboring the Shrine where the 
body-of messed Elizabeth-Ann Seton--re
poses, is the Pilgrim Register. Unfortu
nately not everyone who visits or prays at 
her tomb is recorded in it and hence there 
is no accurate count of all those who have 
paid her homage through the years. Ob
viously tthe essential desire of the pi!-

every day. I have found a good job in 
my field of work and feel much more 
secure now. 

Mr. J. F. M. 

* * * 
STATEN ISLAND, N. Y.-With 

gratitude to God and to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton's intercession I wish to 
mention the granting of this favor: the 
very successful completion of my neph
ew's M.A. in spite of time difficulties. 

Sr. M. E. 

* * * 
PERRYSBURG, OHIO-I have been 

a very grateful admirer of Blessed Mother 
Seton for several years and have had 
many urgent requests granted through 
her intercession wirh Our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother. My last problem was an 
extremely · long and hard one, and I 
begged her help once again. It has dis
appeared entirely and, we hope, forever. 
I promised publication if it was solved 
and am so grateful that I could never 
thank Mother Seton enough. 

Mrs. J. G . 

* * * 
TEWKSBURY, MASS. - I just 

wanted to write to tell you that I feel 
Blessed Mother Seton helped me in my 
final exams which I have just completed. 
I always pray to her for help, and for 
her rapid canonization. 

Mr. C.H. 
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grims and those who assist them is that 
they have an opportunity to seek the 
Blessed's intercession. Frequently, in the 
interplay of circumstances at the time 
of many visits at once, individuals and 
groups do not become part of the sta
tistics. 

Yet even from this hit-and-miss record 
it is apparent that the cult of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton is considerable. 
From June 1955 to July 1969 the Register 
tallies 65,619 visitors: men, women, chil
dren, religious, cardinals, bishops, priests, 
from every part of the United States and 
from Canada, Europe, the British Isles, 
the Far and Near East! 

But nothing can picture the trusting 
faith, the earnest petitions of those who 
kneel to pray by the side of this woman 
of our Land and our ways beatified by 
the - Church because -she was- heroically 
holy. To them, as to the alumna of long 
ago, Blessed Elizabeth Ann reveals the 
star she followed, the weapon that helped 
her struggle through ordeals, the beckon
ing vista of her dear Eternity: "First, 
last and in all things ... see God!" 

LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y.
Three years ago I underwent major sur
gery. Earlier this year when the symp
toms which had necessitated the surgery 
seemed to be reappearing I appealed to 
Mother Seton for help. I prayed con
stantly. Examination by a physician 
proved that everything was normal. I 
promised Mother Seton that, if she 
granted my request for good health, I 
would send a donation and have the 
favor published to give faith and hope 
to others. 

Mrs. F. G. 

* * * 
MEDIA, PA-About six months ago 

I began to undergo extensive dental work. 
Because my teeth were never strong, I 
worried about whether they would be 
able to withstand the work which had to 
be done with them, and took my relic of 
Mother Seton with me on each visit to 
rhe dentist. I'm very, very grateful to 
her that all the work has been completed 
without complications. I promised to re
port this favor. 

Anon. 

* * * 
ROSEMONT, PA.-I must thank 

Mother Seton for answering my prayers 
for my granddaughter's eyes to be 
straightened without an operation. The 
good Mother has answered my prayers 
for a good many years. 

Mrs. A.H. 
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FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

"Return to health"-Orange, N. ].; Bronx, N. Y.; Tenafly, N. ].; 
Mattituck, N. Y.; Belleville, N. ].; Bronx, N. Y.; St. Louis, Mo.; Tuc
son, Ariz.; St. Paul, Minn.; New York, N. Y.; Staten Island, N. Y.; 
Farmi".!F,Wfb.Mich .: New London, Conn.· Da-aan. Ohio· Baltimo!!., Md.· 
Cambridge, Mass.; New Orleans, La. "Success in scbool"-Teaneck, 
N . J. "Help for son"-Spring Valley, N. Y. "Return to Faith"-Wedge
port, Nova Scotia. "Successful operation"-forbes Road, Pa.; Irvington, 
N. J. "Safe return from Vietnam"-lrwin, Pa. "Cure of leukemia"
St. Paul, Minn . "Recovery from brain tumors"-Bronx, N. Y. "Special 
lntention"-Bronx, N. Y.; Morristown, N . ].; Mount Carmel, Pa.; 
Orange, N. ].; New Brunswick, N. ].; Nova Scotia; Bronx, N. Y.; St. 
Louis, Mo. "Cure for six cancer victims"-Kansas City, Mo. 
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General Assembly of Daughters of Charity 
THE SECOND SESSION of the 

General Assembly of the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul ( the 
American provinces are the daughters of 
Blessed Mother Seton also) opened in 
Rome on September 1, 1969. 

Attending from the United States 
were the provincial superiors of each of 

ilntqrr &rtnu "uilb 
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the five provinces and the vice provincial 
superior of the Bolivian filial vice prov
ince. These included: Sister Mary Rose 
McPhee, Provincial Superior, and Sister 
Angela Neuhoff, of the West Central 
Province; Sister Mary Genevieve Moon
ier, substitute for the Provincial Superior, 
Sister Rose, and Sister Teresa Piro, of 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better lcnown 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations malce 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BuLLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 
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the Western Province; Sister Elise Boud
reaux, Provincial Superior, and Sister 
Margaret Flynn, of the East Central 
Province; Sister Mary Basil Roarke, Pro
vincial Superior, and Sister Serena Bran
son, of the Northeast Province; Sister 
Eleanor McNabb, Provincial Superior, 
and Sister Mary Clare Hughes, of the 
Southeast (Emmitsburg) Province; and 
Sister Florence Lopez, Vice Provincial 
Superior, and Sister Anna Marie Bran
son, of the Bolivian Vice Province. 

Before the opening of the General As
sembly last year commissions had been 
set up, and many of the Sisters had been 
assigned to prepare work for the general 
sessions. Such organization enabled the 
Assembly to start with, well-prepared ma
terial when it began its deliberations. 

The Assembly is engaged in drawing 
up onsri'nncii·=r-::mcMmnrres--=nri~~----
the Company ad experimentum until the 
General Assembly. 

A marvelous spirit of union and char
ity has been remarked in the frequent 
newsletters received from the Assembly . 
Although there is great diversity among 
the 65 countries represented, there is 
perfect agreement and union on the es
sentials of the vocation of a Daughter of 
Charity. 

It is hoped that the new Constitutions 
and Statutes will form a document which 
will be truly an interpretation of the 
Company's life, based on the directives of 
Vatican Council II, the Gospels, and the 
inspiration of the Founders, and bearing 
in mind the evolution of the world and 
the priority of the spiritual life drawn 
from the spirit of the Gospels. St. Vin
cent de Paul intended his daughters, in 
imitation of Jesus Christ, to practice 
charity as contemplation in action. The 
Company is therefore organized in light 
of its charitable ministry. 
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