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we are reprinting a resume of re
marks Rev. Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., 
author of Mrs. Seton, made in an 
address to the alumnae of the Col
lege of Mount Saint Vincent, New 
York. 

"An American woman, Elizabeth Bay
ley Seton, the first American-born 
Blessed, can give us needed counsel to
day," Father Dirvin began. Her advice 
is especially significant, he said, because 
she was by her own admission a spirited 
woman and that "rules, prudence, sub
jection are dreadful walls to a burning 
soul such as mine." 

Father Dirvin cited some changes that 
are arousing ferment in our world today. 
"We have fought to preserve and ex
pand the liberty of nations and the free
dom of the individual," he said, "but in 
doing so we have bent so far backward 
that the common good has suffered and 
individuals have been allowed unpardon
able license in flouting authority. 

"Even the Church, intent on her own 
glorious rebirth, has not been spared the 
dangers of reckless and imprudent zeal. 
Side by side with beautiful restatements 
of ancient truths have appeared gratui
tous attacks on traditional teaching. 

"Democracy, that noble concept of 
man's brotherhood, has been pulled and 
twisted out of shape by ignoble hands, 
and made the excuse for ignoring the 
laws of God, country, and home. 

"Let us tum today to our American 
mother, Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton," 
Father Dirvin urged, "to point us back 
to the true way of justice, charity, and 
peace! Let us tell her our troubles-this 
blessed up-to-date American woman
and listen to her words of advice, restor
ing us to the sacred security of authority, 
human and divine, without which we 
must surely sink into the welter of our 
selfish desires. 

"When indignity had been shown the 
President of the United States she wrote 
her son: 'How you will be shocked to see 
Mr. Jefferson turned to a John Gilpin 
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(a clown) in the papers! You must al
low there is something revolting, to see 
a Chief Magistrate treated so. The chil
dren read it to me for fun in our rec
reation, but my Bayley blood mounted!' 

"How would she counsel in the dis
trust and international maneuvering of 
the Cold War? As she did in similar 

circumstances, with charity and yet with 
practical common sense: 'Love your 
country, yet also all countries. See things 
as they are; passions and excesses you 
will find everywhere.' 

"When commotions and divisions 
threatened national life, she warned: 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
SECAUCUS, N. ].-Several weeks 

ago I was told that I needed an opera
tion. After praying to Our Lord and 
Mother Seton and visiting the Memo
rial Hospital for Cancer in New York 
Ciry, I was informed that treatments 
would suffice. Thanks to Our Lord and 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton! 

Mrs. T. M . 

MOUNT VERNON, N. Y. - I 
prayed to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
for a special favor for my granddaugh
ter, that she would find an apartment, 
because she was ver unhappy living in 
t e nurses quarters o a certain osp1ta . 
My prayers were granted, and since I 
promised Blessed Mother Seton I would 
acknowledge her intercession, I am en
closing a little donation toward the 
blessed day when she is declared a saint. 

Mrs. A. A. 

GLEN RIDGE, N. J.-1 promised to 
report two spec i a 1 favors received 
through the intercession of Mother Se
ton. I had been having trouble with my 
throat for several months, but after a 
day's special prayer to our Blessed, my 
throat cleared and I have had no fur
ther trouble. And a second great favor: 
our family was reunited after a long 
estrangement, on New Year's Day. 

Mrs. H. G. 

SOUTH BEND, IND.-For some 
time I have been saying the daily novena 
prayer to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
and I participated in the Christmas no
vena to her. I was praying for her inter-. . -

a critical stage. I believe a turning point 
was reached yesterday. Only after I had 
read the December issue of the BULLE• 
TIN did I realize that yesterday, January 
4, was the anniversary of Mother Se
ton's death. I am grateful for her help 
and will continue the daily novena 
prayer in thanksgiving as well as petition. 

Mrs. J.M. 

MATTITICUK, N. Y. - On 
Thanksgiving Day during Mass I 
begged Jesus and His Blessed Mother 
through the merits of Mother Seton to 
obtain a job for my son and a home for 
him and his family. The following day, 
after weeks of searching, they found a 
large old house and my son secured a 
job at a local radio station. We want 
the world to know what Mother Seton 
did for our family. 

Mrs. M. J. 

PHOENIXVILLE, PA.-1 made a 
novena to Mother Seton, promising pub
lication in the BULLETIN if my daughter 
were to be accepted at a good college. 
Even though her grades were only av
erage, she was accepted by a good mid
western school and will start her courses 
in January. 

Mrs. E. M. E. 

JAMAICA PLAIN, MASS.-1 cer
tainly can never thank Blessed Mother 
Seton enough for the wonderful favor 
granted us! About six months ago my 
son was found to have a cancer which 
t reatene t e oss o 1s eye. 
day he was to undergo surgery, a v1S1t
ing specialist was brought into the case. 
On the specialist's advice it was decided 
to postpone surgery and resort to treat
ment. The treatment seems to have been 
a complete success. I am so grateful, 
and trust we may continue to share in 
the prayers of the Mother Seton Guild. 

Mrs. M. M. 

STATEN ISLAND, N. Y.-1 would 
like to acknowledge two favors granted 
through Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton's 
intercession: the safe birth of a grand
niece, and a fine position for a nephew. 
Thanks be to God and to Mother Se
ton's intercession with Him! 

Sister M. E. 

PATERSON, N. J.-My friend's 
daughter had several miscarriages and 
had become a very unhappy person. 
When my friend told me that her 
daughter was pregnant again and that 

e oc ors eare ano er m1scarr a , 
I sent to the Guild for a copy of the 
Expectant Mother's Prayer and gave it 
to her. Now my friend tells me that her 
daughter has given birth to a beautiful 
baby girl. We are making a novena of 
thanksgiving for Blessed Mother Seton's 
intercession. 

Mrs. J. D. 

SOMERVILLE, N. J.-1 wish to re
port a favor granted through the inter
cession of Mother Seton. My husband 
had a pinched nerve in the cervical area 
of the spine which caused him much 
pain. After a week's hospitalization in 
neck traction the pain was relieved and 
proposed surgery was abandoned. We 
thank God for this favor granted 
through Mother Seton. 

Mrs. R. 0 . 

(Continued on Page J) 
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LAKE WORTH, FLA.-After trying 
for three years to sell our house, we read 
in your BuLLETIN about a member of 
the Guild who asked Mother Seton's 
help in a similar case. My husband, my 
sister and I then decided to tum to 
Blessed Mother Seton. Today we re
ceived a good offer for our house, and 
hasten to thank Mother Seton publicly. 

Mrs. 0 . A. 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.
Shortly before I was taken to the op
erating room for a far-advanced malig
nancy a Sister of Charity of Cincinnati 
attached a first<lass relic of Mother Se
ton to my wrist. Thirty hours later I was 
up and able to bathe and dress myself. 
At no time had I the slightest pain, sore
ness or discomfort. After twelve days' 
hospitalization I underwent thirty cobalt 
treatments, continuing to wear the relic 
of Mother Seton. I suffered none of the 
usual side effects from the cobalt. Two 
months later I was able to resume work
ing, and feel wonderful. I am very grate
ful to God and to Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton! 

Mrs. J.D. 

ORANGE, N . J.-I would like to ac
knowledge publicly Blessed Mother Se
ton's many favors to me. I am a teen
age girl who feels that throu~h her in
tercession I have been especially helped 
in my school work. 

M . K. 

SEATTLE, WASH. - I promised 
Mother Seton I would report the follow
ing favors. A situation threatened the 
most profitable week our business had 
had all year. We asked for Mother Se
ton's help and the threat disappeared. 
Again, we feared the worst because of 
a supposed heart condition in one of our 
loved ones, but after a thorough exami
nation the condition proved to be a sim
ple allergy. And Mother Seton has also 
obtained a bank loan for us which put us 
in the black when it seemed that we 
must operate our business at a loss. Eter
nally grateful for all her assistance, we 
continue to pray for her early canoni
zation. 

Mrs. R. 0 . 

PASSAIC, N. J.-I am enclosing a 
small donation promised to the Mother 
Seton Guild if a certain favor was 
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granted. Please publish this letter of 
thanks in your next BULLETIN. 

Mrs. P. L. 

TEANECK, N. J.-I wish to thank 
Mother Seton publicly for answering my 
prayer. My aunt, who had already en
dured an operation on her leg, was told 
that a second one might be necessary. 
I touched the injured leg with a relic 
of Blessed Mother Seton. The next day 
the doctor decided against the second 
operation. 

M. D . S. 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - After a 
fourth operation on my hand was not 
successful, the doctor wanted to operate 
again. My sister gave me her relic of 
Blessed Elizabeth Seton and I said the 
novena prayer asking Mother Seton's 
help. The operation was not performed, 
yet today I can do a secretary's work 
which involves a great deal of typing. 
My thanks to Blessed Elizabeth Ann! 

Mrs. L. M. 

PASSAIC, N . J.-The enclosed dona
tion is in fulfillment of a promise made 
to Mother Seton if she interceded to 
bring my son home to his family. De
spite what seemed impossible obstacles, 
he is at home. We are deeply grateful. 

] . C. 

BROOKSVILLE, FLA.-Our grand
daughter showed signs from birth of 
circulatory disturbances and slept prac
tically all the time. When she was six 
months old her parents were told that 
her heart was enlarged and was crowd
ing the chest and lungs and would un
doubted!)' require surgery. I turned im
mediately to Mother Seton. When the 
baby showed signs of improvement 
within three days it was decided to de
lay the surgery. Her condition continued 
to improve so much that the surgery 
was cancelled for good. Our grand
daughter is now in school and in per
fect health. 

Mrs. C. S. 

Past but Choice 
(Continued from Page 4) 

schools of nursing, and 3 child<aring 
institutions. 

The study is a collaborative effort be
tween a team of Stanford Research In
stitute specialists in human resource plan
ning methods and task forces from 
within the congregation. It was launched 
in mid-August, 1969, by Task Force I 

PAGE THREE 

made up of Sister Rose Mary Comer
ford, general coordinator; Dr. David 
Ackerman, senior behavioral scientist of 
the Institute; Dr. J. Douglas McCon
nell, who has had wide research experi
ence in Australia and the United States; 
and 12 members of the congregation 
chosen for their specialized competence 
and responsible for organizing and di
recting task forces in designated areas 
of study. 

The first stage involved a searching 
look at goals and objectives in each of 
the congregation's major aposto!ates in 
the fields of education on all levels, 
health services and welfare. The study 
will include a realistic appraisal of pres
ent resources and programs to assist the 
congregation to make the most effective 
use of its resources, to develop methods 
of reorganizational renewal, to increase 
the congregation's leadership potential, 
and to develop sound personnel programs. 

By Request 
(Continued from Page 1) 

'Do, my son, reflect and be moderate in 
these cases. Always take the side of or
der. It is God's first law.'" 

Noting that home and family life 
make up the basic cell of society, Fa
ther Dirvin described Elizabeth Seton's 
devotion to her dying husband and her 
constant solicitude for her five children. 
She was willing to relinquish her desire 
of becoming a religious, if it should in
terfere with her duties to her children. 

Father Dirvin cited some disquieting 
views of authority proposed under the 
label of liberty. He quoted Elizabeth 
Seton's attitude toward legitimate au
thority in every phase of her life, and 
her consequent contentment and peace. 
Warning a· priest friend away from self
will and imprudent zeal, she wrote: 

" 'I once told you how I wished to do 
as you have done, and I will tell you in 
return, that all the illusion and spider 
web of earthly weaving is broken, and 
nothing now more bright than the divine 
lamp He feeds and trims Himself, be
cause, as I suppose, I stayed in obe
dience.' 

"In a very real sense, Elizabeth Seton 
was the M o t h e r of the American 
Church," Father Dirvin concluded. 

"She was its Mother in the influence 
and initiative she had in the fields of 
the religious life, education and social 
service of the sick and the poor. She 
would want us to heed her last words, 
her last lesson: 'Be children of the 
Church.' Listen to the voice of the Vicar 
of Christ. Listen to the unified voice of 
the Council (Vatican II) united with 
him.'' 
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Past but Choice 
THE NEW YORK FOUNDLING 

HOSPITAL celebrated its centenary 
with a Mass of thanksgiving offered in 
St. Patrick's Cathedral, New York, on 
October 4, 1969. His Eminence Terence 
Cardinal Cooke, Archbishop of New 
York, was the principal celebrant. Con
celebrants were the directors of the Cath
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of New 
York and others closely associated with 
the Foundling Hospital. 

Cardinal Cooke expressed warm grati
tude for the dedicated, loving care which 
Sisters of Charity of New York have 
given to orphaned, abandoned or ne
glected children duri the ast centu . 
The homily was given by The Reveren 
Monsignor Daniel A. McGuire, pastor 
of St. Joseph Church, Millbrook, N. Y., 
former co-administrator of the New 
York Foundling Hospital. 

More than 2,000 priests, religious and 
laity assisted at the Mass. They included 
members of the advisory board, the staff, 
student nurses and voluntary aides, fos
ter parents, adoptive parents and chil
dren of the New York Foundling Hos
pital. 

The Foundling Hospital was opened 
on October 11, 1869, by Sister Mary 
Irene Fitzgibbon and Sister Teresa Vin
cent McCrystal. Since that date it has 
cared for approximately 300,000 children. 
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FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

"Leukemia cure"-Bronx, N . Y . "Cure of mental probiems"-Fred
ericksburg, Va.; Pittsburgh, Pa. "Cancer cure"-Shamokin, Pa.; San 
Diego, Calif .; Beacon, N. Y. "Recovery from accident"-Forbes Road, 
Pa., odfelte-.f'.mlt,,~r.-'~=m-t~'l'C'f'll'fflm"'-l''Ntrt,/er,-1¥:-J-;~mh:----;r--

delivery"-Staten Island, N. Y. "Recovery from illness"-Glen Ridge, 
N. ].; St. Louis, Mo. "Improvement in heaith"-Ontario, Canada; Al-
toona, Pa.; Bronx, N. Y.; Mitchell, S. D.; St. Louis, Mo.; Glen Ridge, 
N. ].; Teaneck, N. ].; Kitchener, Ontario; frvington , N. ].; Fayette-
Yille, Ohio; Wappinger Falls, N . Y. "Sale of property"-Paterson, N. ]. 
"Successful business"-Newark, N . ]. "Cure of sister"-£. Boston, Mass. 
"Special position"-Greensburg, Pa. "Acceptance into academy"-Ro-
chelle Park, N. ]. "Special intentions"-Paterson, N. ].; Glen Ridge, 
N. ].; Katonah, N. Y.; Staten Island, N. Y.; Bronx, N. Y.; Baltimore, 
Md.; White Plains, N. Y.; Frederick, Md.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Stamford, 
Conn.; New York, N. Y.; Orange, N. ].; Jersey City, N. ].; Stratford, 
Conn.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Pikes,.,ille, Md.; Bronx, N . Y. ; Staten Island, 
N. Y.; Harrison, N. ]. 

IN RESPONSE to the Vatican Coun
cil's call for renewal of religious con
gregations the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul of New York have 
undertaken a 10-month study of the 
congregation which will reappraise their 
goals, apostolic commitments and organ-

izational practices. The 1,300-member 
congregation is one of six branches of 
the Federation of Blessed Elizabeth Se
ton, all of whom trace their origin to 
Mother Seton's foundation in 1809 in 

Emmitsburg, Md. 
Functioning in 5 dioceses, the congre

gation staffs 4 elementary schools, 13 
high schools, 2 colleges, 4 hospitals, 3 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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