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~THE WAY OF GOD WITH A SOUL~ 

Sermon Preached by Father -Sylvester 

Taggart, C. M., Vice Postulator for the 

Cause of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton in 

Baltimore's Cathedral of Mary Our Queen 

WHAT GOD once makes He does 
not unmake. He may and does draw 
out from persons and things all that is 
within them. He may and does reform, 
renovate and even recreate, but in no 
sense does He reduce to nothingness 
that which He has once made. 

This is also the way in which God 
acts toward those persons who have 
reached heaven. The person who is 
united to God forever in the vision of 
His glory is the very same person who 
once walked the earth and tried to love 
and to serve God. 

God does bring that soul to its full 
flowering, just as, in the future union 
of soul and body, God will also bring 
the body to its full perfection. The glory 
of that full and perfect personality will 
indeed dazzle all the elect in heaven; but 
that personality will be the very same 
personality w11ich was known and loved 
on earth. We shall, please God, be daz
zled, but not confused; we shall be 
amazed, but not mistaken. We shall rec
ognize that person fully. 

We honor today one who, without any 
question, is in the heaven of which we 
speak. We do not "hope" that Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton is in heaven, we 
do not speculate about her being there. 
She is there. The Church has witnessed 
~o this fact. She is there, however, not 
JUSt as one of the elect. She is there as 
the fully beautiful and sublime person
ality who once walked our own land 
and neighborhood, with all the traits, all 
the features of personality that once 
graced her here. She is, in a word, still 
and always Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Two conclusions among others seem 
to follow from what has just been said. 
The first is this: in heaven, Mother Se
ton's relationship with God, with Our 
Lord, Our Blessed Lady and ail the 
elect and her relationship toward all of 
you, her devoted clients, are identical 
with the relationships which she had on 
earth toward those whom she loved. It 
is indeed true that all of these relation
ships have been brought to full flower 
now, but, basically and just as truly, 
they are the same relationships. 

On earth, as you so well know, Eliza
beth Seton was, in all the deepest truth 
of the word, a woman. Whether as 
young girl, as young lady, as fiancee, 
as wife, as mother, as foundress of Sis
ters, her character literally shone with 
the light that is the tenderness, devoted
ness, selflessness and utter charm that 
are the true ornaments of the true 
woman. Like all true women, she com
bined a lofty idealism with a healthy 
realism. Like all great women, she was 
completely responsive to all that was 
human as well as to all that was divine. 
Like all great women, she knew, with 
magnificent intuition joined to the grace 
of her God, how to face the problems, 
the joys, the situations that came with 
the present moment. In all of this, in 
all of her life, she was nothing more 
and nothing less than the perfect woman. 
The exhortations of St. Paul to his 
Christians can be summed up in the 
sentence, "Be what you are." Few 
women in history have so completely 
lived up to this appeal as did Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Slie 1s, m eaven, stt the perfect 
woman, more perfect now than ever 
before. If you love her, as you do, she 
is going to have the same response to 
that love as she had to every expression 
of love for her on earth. She will treat 
you with the same womanly sweetness. 
She will see to it that situations are 
faced, problems solved, God's interests 
advanced, your neighbor served and 
loved by you, all in the same gracious 
way that characterized her on earth. 

From what has been said earlier about 
persons now in heaven, we may draw a 
second conclusion. It flows from the 
question so often raised these days, 
"When is Mother Seton going to be 
canonized?" It is a very good and very 
understandable question. On the bee 
of it, the answer is a simple one. When 
two physical cures wrought through the 
intercession of Mother Seton since 
March 17, 1963, the date of her beati
fication, are officially recognized by the 
Church as having happened beyond and 
above purely natural, medical means. 
One such cure-we do not mean to an
ticipate the judgment of the Church
stands a good chance of receiving such 
official recognit10n. A second cure is, in 
any case, necessary. 

This is a rather simple answer to a 
good and simple question; but perhaps 
the answer is not that simple. A mir
acle is a very special and most gracious 
gesture on the part of God. Very often 
He grants miracles through the inter
cession of His saints and blessed ones in 
heaven and for their honor and glory. 
If God does grant a miracle or miracles 
through Mother Seton, it will be, if we 
may so call it, a "Mother Seton mir
acle," stamped with her personality, 
worked in her womanly way. 

While she was on earth, Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton had her own special 
way of doing things and accomplishing 
results. Does she not act in the very 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
CHICAGO, ILL. - All thanks to 

Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton for her 
help in obtaining a new car for a con
vent near me. The eight nuns and I had 
prayed to her for several weeks to in
spire some generous benefactor to do
nate the car. 

Mrs. I. P . 

ceived through the intercession of 
Blessed Mother Seton. His good name 
was cleared in a disputed business deal. 
We will always be grateful. 

G.L. 

GLEN RIDGE, N. J.-I promised 
to write the Mother Seton Guild if the 
following favor was granted through 

NORTH ARLINGTON, N. ].-My prayers to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
sister's nephew was discharged from the My young son-in-law and daughter 
service after spending two years in Viet- were in Oklahoma awaiting his army 
nam. After his return home to Cali- d Th 99 b or ers. ere was a percent pro a-
fornia he suffered an accident, being hit bility that he would be sent to Viemam. 
on the head b a fallin rock. He la in L 
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a coma or a ost six weeks. Brain sur- it would be bad for her to have to sit IN AMERICA 
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gery was performed to remove bone home and wait. Because my son-in-law 
fragments, but no hope was held for signed up for another year of service he 
him. Even if he should regain conscious- has been sent to Germany and my 
ness, the doctors said, he would remain daughter accompanied him. It is hard on 
a vegetable. My sister and I prayed us but good for them to be together. 
faithfully to Blessed Mother Seton. Not Mother Seton has obtained many favors 
only did the young man regain con- for me. I always call on her for help. 
scbiousnthess, butd remembehred everytdhing D . G. 
a out e acci ent. He as regaine 95 
percent of his equilibrium and his eye
sight, which had been affected. We are 
very grateful to Mother Seton. 

Mrs. M . C. 

HOLYOKE, MASS.-Words can
not express our appreciation for the in
tercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Se
ton during the illness of my wife who 
underwent two operations within two 
months. She is coming along very well. 
Our prayers to Mother Seton also af
forded us a great deal of mental com-
fort. 

J. 0 . B. 

CEDAR GROVE, N. J.-I wish to 
thank Blessed Mother Seton for a favor 
received. In the past few years I have 
been seriously ill and have had several 
major operations. Each time, thanks to 
the intercession of Mother Seton, I re
ceived good reports on my condition. A 
few weeks ago I had to undergo further 
tests. My family joined me in renewed 
prayer to Mother Seton. Once again 
she answered our prayers: the reports 
were favorable. Please send me another 
touched relic: I gave mine to a very sick 
boy in the hospital. Mother Seton 
helped him, too. He improved rapidly 

- - --~~~'#1~- - - --t-- - r-v'Klrt:::n:irror~ "TT-,.-,--::-::-r.:ir.:--Y-- ,:rnHras been discharge. . , ast u y 

Central Offic, 

EMMJTSBURG, Mo. 

Guild Membership 
Yearly $1.00 
Perpetual _________ $10.00 

Deceased May Be Enrolled 

t 
Addrus ctl/ communictllions to 

MOTHER SETON GUILD 

EMMJTSBURG, MARYLAND 21727 

made a promise to Blessed Elizabeth 
Seton to send a donation to the Mother 
Seton Guild to advance her Cause and 
promised publication in the Guild BUL
LETIN if my favors were granted. My 
son obtained a fine position and prop
erty was sold. I am most grateful to our 
Blessed, and enclose the promised dona
tion. I shall continue to spread devotion 
to her. 

Mrs. M. D. M. 

DETROIT, MICH. - I promised 
publication in the BuLLETIN if Mother 
Seton obtained my request for a teacher 
to fill a vacancy in a high school I ad
minister. The request was granted and 
I hereby express my gratitude to her. 

Anon. 

MASSAPEQUA, N. Y.-I want to 
thank God for the favor my son re-

Mrs. E.T. 

CHICAGO, ILL.-I am enclosing a 
check to help advance the Cause of 
Mother Seton in thanksgiving for fa. 
vors received. My daughter was awarded 
a scholarship and negotiations in a busi
ness deal turned out favorably. We are 
grateful to Blessed Elizabeth Ann. 

Mrs. E.W. 

CHANDLER, ARIZ.-I promised 
publication in the BULLETIN if I re
ceived a better report from the doctor. 
I had been taking medication and treat
ment and was no better; so I began to 
pray to Mother Seton. Now the doctor 
has given me wonderful news of im
provement in my condition. Thanks be 
to God and to Blessed Elizabeth Seton! 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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I am enclosing a small donation to help 
along her cause. 

Mrs. R. B. F. 

CARLSTADT, N. J. - I wish to 
thank Blessed Mother Seton publicly 
for answering my prayer by assisting 
my daughter's acceptance into a nearby 
college. We shall continue our daily 
prayers to our Blessed. 

Mrs. A. S. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.-I prayed to 
Mother Seton to help my daughter ob
tain an apartment she was second in 
line for. Two days later my daughter 
received notice that the apartment was 
hers. This is the third time I have 
prayed to Mother Seton and had my 
prayers answered within a few days. 

Mrs. F. F. 

MADISON, N. J.-I wrote to you 
three years ago when, after praying to 
Mother Seton for her help, my son who 
had dropped out of high school came 
to me on his own to say he would like 
to return to school. I promised at that 
time that I would write to thank 
Mother Seton publicly when my son 
graduated from high school. Not only 
has that day come but he has been ac
cepted into college. 

Mrs. T. E. P. 

BOSTON, MASS.-My daughter 
has suffered repeated illnesses due to a 
nervous disorder. This past year has 
been especially difficult for her. Despite 
that, I am able to keep my promise to 
Mother Seton to thank her in the pages 
of the BULLETIN for the favors of my 
daughter's health and the successful 
completion of her junior year at college. 

Mrs. M.A. 

LAWTON, OKLA.-My cousin, a 
Sister of Charity, sent me some litera
ture on Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
I was in the deepest financial difficulty 
at the time, so I appealed to Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann for help. That was on a 
Saturday; the necessary help came on 
the following Monday. I promised 
Mother Seton to report this wonderful 
favor and to pray for her canonization. 

C. G. 

UNION CITY, N. J.-I was in 
the hospital for more than a month fol
lowing an operation on my right eye, 
and suffered a temporary loss of vision. 
I applied a first class relic of Blessed 
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FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

"Cancer cure"-Ontario, Canada; Gro'Yetown, Ga.; Westbury, N. Y.; 
Essex, Md.; Fayette'Yille, Ohio; Tuckahoe, N. Y.; Binghamton, N. Y.; 
Annapolis, Md.; Valhalla, N. Y. "Cure of visual problem"-Chicago, 
Ill.; Teaneck, N. Y. "De~-Bloomfield, ~es-t('hester, Ill. 
(2); Tuckahoe, N. Y.; Bronx, N. Y. "Employment"-Union City, 
N. ].; Stratford, Conn.; New Iberia, La.; Florham Park, N. ]. "Family 
members"-Staten Island, N. Y.; Teaneck, N. ].; Akron, Ohio; Omaha, 
Neb.; Westbury, N. Y.; Annadale, N. Y.; Rosemont, Pa.; Pulaski, Wis.; 
Stratford, Conn.; Westbury, N. Y.; Huntington Station, N. Y.; Brook
lyn, N. Y.; Bayshore, N. Y.; Marblehead, Mass.; Annapolis, Md. "Fam
ily Peace"-Jersey City, N. ].; Sil'Yer Spring, Md.; Halifax, N. S.; Or
ange, N. ].; Ridgefield Park, N. ]. "Financial Aid"-Flushing, N. Y. 
"Happy home life"-Boulder City, Ne'>'.; Orange, N. ].; Carteret, 
N. J. "Health"-Teaneck, N. ].; Glen Ridge, N. ].; Bloomfield, N. ].; 
Florham, N. ].; Waltham, Mass.; Summit, N. ]. (2); Whitestone, 
N. Y.; Omaha, Neb.; Newark, N. ].; Ontario, Canada; Rochester, 
N. Y.; Flushing, N. Y.; Sidney, N. S.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada; Floral Park, N. Y.; New Waterford, Conn.; York, 
Pa.; Bloomfield, N. ].; Florham Park, N. ].; Baldwin, N. Y.; Ellicott 
City, Md.; East Orange, N. ]. "Recovery from accident"-Orange, 
N. ].; Philadelphia, Pa. "Recovery from heart attack" - Billings, 
Okla. "Recovery from operation"-Teaneck, N. ]. (2); Chicago, Ill.; 
East Orange, N. ].; Bloomfield, N. ]. "Son in service"-Westerly, R. I.; 
"Special intentions"-Madison, N. ].; Marblehead, Mass.; Maspeth, 
N. Y.; Tucson, Ariz.; Philadelphia, Pa.; White Plains, N. Y.; lr'Ying
ton, N. ].; Retsof, N. Y.; Floral Park, N. Y.; Frederick, Md.; New 
Orleans, La.; Halifax, N. S. (2); Bay Shore, N. Y.; Orange, N. ].; 
Liberty, S. C.; Ontario, Canada; Santa Barbara, Calif.; Binghamton, 
N. Y.; Chicago, Ill.; Bloomfield, N. ]. (2); Akron, Ohio; Madison, 
N. ]. (2); St. Petersburg, Fla.; Catskill, N. Y.; Bronx, N. Y.; Seaford, 
N. Y.; Westchester, Ill.; Mahwah, N. ].; Paterson, N. ].; New York 
City, N. Y.; Oakmont, Pa.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Margate, N. ].; Dorches
ter, Mass.; Harrisburg, Pa.; Bronx, N. Y.; E'Yerson, Pa.; Bronx, N. Y.; 
Mount Wolf, Pa.; Trenton, N. ].; Bethlehem, Pa.; Rockaway Point, 
N. Y.; Mitchell, S. D.; Brightwaters, N. Y.; Harrington Park, N. ].; 
Dayton, Ohio; Bloomfield, N. ].; Crestwood, N. Y.; Hollis, N. Y. "Suc
cess in business"-Luzerne, Mich.; Stickney, Ill.; Woodside, N. Y. 
"Successful operation"-Bronx, N. Y.; Ontario, Canada. "Suitable 
rooms"-]ersey City, N. ]. "Recovery from total paralysis"-Baltimore, 
Md. 

Mother Seton to my eye several times in 
the confidence that she would come to 
my rescue, since she has never failed me. 
My eyesight is now restored, and I am 
most grateful to our dear Blessed. 

Mrs. A. R. 

PITTSBURGH, PA.-I am sending 
the enclosed small donation to help the 
cause of Mother Seton. I prayed for my 
son to pass a physical test required for 
a job he wanted. He passed the test and 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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terest of His Eminence, Cardinal She
han. She must be very pleased with the 
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New Work by Seton Author 

(Continued from Page 1) tribute paid her by His Honor, Mayor Father Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., author 
same way now? In her lifetime she knew D 'Alessandro, in proclaiming this day of Mrs. Seton, Foundress of the Amer-
how to deal with people. She had a spe- "Mother Seton Day" in the City of Bal- ican Sisters of Charity, has written a bi-
cial womanly faculty of knowing how to timore. She is delighted with the pres- ography of St. Louise de Marillac, 
deal with men and women, how to de- ence of all of you, her faithful friends. foundress with St. Vincent de Paul of 
fer to them in true humility while at the For now and for eternity she wiJI not the Daughters of Charity. 
same time knowing how to obtain their forget you. That was how she acted on The Sisters of the five provinces of 
blessing, their cooperation, their very earth. That is how she still acts in the Daughters of Charity in the United 
will. May we not dare to say that she heaven. States are daughters of Mother Seton 
is no different now? May we not dare because of the union of the Emmitsburg 
to say that she knows exactly how to community with the Paris motherhouse 
deal with God? And may we not even in 1850. Mother Seton presented St. 
dare to say further that this is precisely Favors A clkn.owledged Louise to her Sisters as a patroness and 
the way that God wants it to be? exemplar and to this end herself trans-

(Continued from Page 3) I d th · ' 1·f f h F h f If this is all true, then Mother Seton ate e saints I e rom t e renc or 
will see. £a iLin_he:r._.a.w.n_;~:aacI.-= ,m,~~is_~ ~ ~ y,.g:~ 4!!~ilaJtlia.tlil!l.a.l~.P£,®~ ,,___:c~o,m~1"11~ u:::ru:::· ~u~se~. -:-r---:---=====r==~ :-.- --r-----
anly way that her canonization wiJI hap- a er Dirvin's new wor ' ent1t e 
pen when and how God wants it. We Mrs. R. M. K. Louise de Marillac, is written from orig-
have the further confidence that your inal sources and comprises 390 pages of 
own good prayers for that purpose will text plus 78 pages of references, bibliog-
be received by her in the same generous JACKSON HEIGHTS, N. Y .-I raphy, and index. His Eminence, Ter-

promised publication and a donation to rence Card;"al Cooke Archb1"shop of way, except more perfectly, as she re- u, , 
the Cause of Blessed Mother Seton of N Y k h f d Th ceived every good request made of her ew or , wrote t e orewor · e 

on earth. $10.00 if a friend who is a devoted book, which seJls for $10, is available 
In the meantime Blessed Elizabeth Guild member was spared a certain or- at local bookstores or from the publisher, 

Ann Seton is doing what we would ex- deal. She was, and I am enclosing my Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 19 Union 
check. My thanks to Mother Seton. Square West N Y 10003 pect of her. Through her intercession • ' · · · 

all kinds of favors, hundreds and hun- J · F · 
dreds of them, are being granted and 
they bear the stamp of a loving woman 
and mother. They prove that she is just 
the same now as she ever was, only 
more perfectly so. 

They prove something else. They 
prove that our dear friend in heaven is 
very pleased with anything that is done 
to honor her. Therefore, she is pleased 
with what you have done to honor her 
today. Mother Seton is very happy over 
the honor given her by the presence of 
His Excellency, Bishop Murphy, as 
celebrant of the Mass. She is ready 
please wit t e kmcf 6 essing an i n-

RENTON, W ASH.-Enclosed you 
will find my check, a thanksgiving offer
ing for a special favor granted through 
the intercession of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton. 

G. M. 

YONKERS, N. Y.-I prayed very 
faithfully to Mother Seton to intercede 
for us. As usual, she answered our 
prayers and our oldest daughter has 
been accepted in medical school. 

Slntqrr &etnn "uilla 
Emmit.Iburg, Slarvlanb 21727 

Address Correction Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Rome. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of malcing Mother Seton better lcnown 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations malce 
possible this promotion_ 

The MOTHER SETON GUILD BuLLBTIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

:=;.- - ~ Mrs. R. ~ 

A hymn in honor of Mother 
Seton written by two of her 
daughters is distributed by the 
World Library of Sacred Music, 
Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio 45214. The 
music for the hymn, which is ar
ranged for unison or SSA with 
organ accompaniment and sells 
for 20 cents per copy, was com
posed by Sister Marie Concetta, 
S.C., and the words by Sister 
Marie Philip, S.C. Both are Sis
ters of Charity of C~cinnati, Ohio. 
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