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Anniversary 

WHAT THOUGHTS crowd the 
mind on the 150th anniversary of a 
person's death? 

First of all, the uniqueness of the per
rnn who would even be remembered 
after such an infinite stretch of years let 
alone honored with celebrations far and 
wide. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton was, of course, 
unique, but not in the way Joan of Arc 
or George Washington were unique. No 
one who helped bury the wasted little 
body on that drab January morning in 
l 821 was looking ahead 150 years. No 
one dared say of her as Seward said of 
Lincoln: "Now she belongs to the ages." 
The intimate little band of mourners 
would surely not forget her as long as 
they lived. They would remember her 
dynamism, the depth of her faith, the 
indestructibility of her hope, her all
encompassing charity. They noted with 
satisfaction the tiny seeds of virtue and 
religion and service she had planted, but 
they were not at the moment envisioning 
mustard trees. 

Yet, she does belong to the ages and 
there are mustard trees and new ones 
are springing up every day. Indeed, after 
150 years her influence is even more ac
tive and direct than Lincoln's. 

She has 11,000 living daughters who 
have bound themselves by vow to carry 
on the work she started. They live each 
day by the rule she taught them. Their 
lips speak her words, teach her lessons; 
their hands, in schools and hospitals and 
child care centers, are about their Moth
er's business. 

There are hundreds of thousands, nay 
millions, of souls in heaven and on earth 
-her children all-who rise up to bless 
her name, for they are saved or are 
working out their salvation because of 
her. 

Her name is part of the American 
language. It appears in every paper in 
the land. It is cut in stone above the 
door of at least 38 public institutions. It 
is familiar to most of her countrymen, 
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WHENEVER the question is asked-"What progress has been 
made on the Cause of Mother Seton?"-! earnestly desire that 
I could give an encouraging and favorable reply. 

God has not yet seen fit that the Holy See should confirm as a 
miracle the one cure submitted in Rome by our late and beloved 
Father John P. McGowan, C.M. There is no sign as yet of a sec
ond cure that could be verified as miraculous, though many re
markable favors have certainly been granted through Mother Se-

' . . ton s 1nte rcess1on. 
All of this seems to have a special meaning in the light of the 

coming year. January 4, 1971 marks the 150th anniversary of the 
death of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. It is in this context that I 
want to extend this year's Christmas Greetings. 

Christmas is a time for gift-giving. I hope that it would not be 
out of place to ask that God, who has given us so much, would give 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
CINCINNATI, OHIO-I made a 

novena to Mother Seton that our son 
and his fiancee would find the right 
house in the right place at the right 
price. Shortly after I began the novena 
they found the house of their dreams. 
I promised grateful and public acknowl
edgment of this favor. 

Mrs. V. M. 

LYNBROOK, N. Y. - About five 
weeks ago I fell and fractured my right 
elbow, and the doctor could not guaran
tee that I would have the use of my 

~ _:igain. I imrnediatelr started to a -
ply the relic of Blessed Mother Seton to 
the injured arm and got all my friends 
to pray for me. While I don't yet 
have 100 percent mobility, I am sure 
now that with some therapy I'll be 0.K. 
I will continue to pray for the canoni
zation of Blessed Elizabeth Seton and to 
spread devotion to her. 

C.S. 

WEXFORD, PA.-My niece's lung 
collapsed and she was rushed to the 
hospital. The lung responded to inll.a
tion but air would not remain in it be
cause of a tear in the lung sac. The 
doctor advised us of the necessity of sur
gery if the tear did not heal. I sent my 
relic of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton to 
be placed on my niece and we prayed to 
the Blessed for help. After ten days the 
doctors were amazed to find her com
pletely cured and discharged her. I have 
had many other favors granted through 
Mother Seton's relic. 

Mrs. A.G. 

OAK PARK, ILL-This is a public 
"thank you" to dear Blessed Mother 
Seton. I hereby testify that Mother Se
ton has heeded my prayers and helped 
me on numerous occasions, especially in 
a recent emergency situation. She has 
aided me four distinct times when earthly 
means seemed to fail to solve my prob
lems. 

J . G. 

TEANECK, N. J.-I am very happy 
to tell you of an answer to your pray
ers. A few months ago we asked pray
ers of the Guild for a six- ear-old girl 
w o was in a coma. T e only chi! of~a-~ 
young widow, the girl is now home, hav-
ing suffered no brain damage despite 
being in a coma for three months. She 
is blind, but we are praying that her 
sight will also be restored through the 
intercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. 

WOODSIDE, N. Y.-My son was 
very sick and after seven weeks in the 
hospital there seemed to be no hope for 
him. A woman, a stranger, gave my 
daughter-in-law a prayer and medal
relic of Mother Seton. Through our 
prayers to the Blessed my son is home 
from the hospital and my neighbors are 
asking for prayer cards and medals of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Mrs. M.K. 

GLEN ROCK, N . J.-I am enclos-
ing a donation in sincere thanksgiving 
and appreciation for two favors granted 
through the powerful intercession of 

----wioth«-Seton. fr- was-found ecessa...,...-----
MOUNT KISCO, N. Y.-My hus

band had a stroke while we were on va
cation. I prayed desperately to Mother 
Seton that he would get well enough to 
return home. Nine days later he was 
1eleased from the hospital and we flew 
home where he was put in the hospital. 
Three weeks later he came home. He 
still has little use of his left hand, but I 
have great faith that one day he will be 
his normal self. 

Mrs. J. Y. 

COUNTY SLIGO, IRELAND - I 
am enclosing a donation for favors re
ceived through the intercession of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. My husband and 
I have prayed for some time that he 
would obtain a suitable job. Thank God 
something has turned up through the 
intercession of Mother Seton. 

A.&: J. K. 

for _my father, age 66, to have open 
heart surgery; through Mother Seton's 
help he survived the operation. I also 
appreciate her intercession in persuading 
my son to come home and to enter into 
a better relationship with the family. 

Mrs. E. J. 

NEW HAVEN, CONN.-! would 
like to acknowledge two favors bestowed 
through Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton's 
intercession: a reconciliation with loved 
ones, and spiritual and bodily comfort 
for a hospitalized friend. 

G.M.B. 

HAUF AX, N. S.-I recently made 
a novena to Mother Seton and prom
ised publication if my brother sold a 
house. No sooner was the novena ended 
than the house was sold. 

C. C. S. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. - My 
mother suffered a mild stroke, and for 
several days her condition seemed to 
worsen. On the fourth day the doctor 
found her in remarkably good condition, 
which I can only attribute to my hav
ing implored Mother Seton's help. 

Mrs. L. L. 

HUNTINGTON ST AT ION, 
N. Y.-I prayed to Mother Seton for 
relief of a nervous condition, promising 
publication if my favor was granted. Re
lief has come, and I am enclosing a 
small donation in thanksgiving to help 
further the Cause of her canonization. 

Mrs. J . T. K. 

HARRISBURG, P A.-I wish to re
port the following favors received 
through the intercession of Blessed Eliz
abeth Ann Seton: my three daughters 
al! received scholarships and are now 
attending college. 

Mrs. R. S. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.-Enclosed you 
will find a check which I promised to
ward the Cause of Mother Seton if my 
husband's foot was saved. Mother Seton 
has answered my prayers whenever I 
prayed to her and I think it only fair 
to acknowledge favors. 

Mrs. E. F. 
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ST. PAUL, MINN.-Several months 
ago I wrote to the Guild and asked for 
prayers that my house would be sold. 
I am writing to tell you that your pray
ers have been answered and I am en
closing an offering for the Cause of 
Mother Seton. I am very grateful to 
her. 

Mrs. R. K. 

FALLS CHURCH, VA.-I am en
closing a donation in thanksgiving for 
a favor received through the interces
sion of Blessed Mother Seton. My fa
ther was suffering so much with arthritis 
that he could not walk. I started to pray 
to Mother Seton and within a few days 
he was able to walk again. I promised 
publication if my prayers were answere . 

M.M. 

STATEN ISLAND, N. Y.-When 
our five-year-old daughter underwent 
open heart surgery recently we placed 
her in the care of Mother Seton. The 
operation went smoothly and her recov
ery was so remarkable that within nine 
days she was home again, well on the 
way to good health. We cannot thank 
Mother Seton enough for this favor 
granted to us. 

Mrs. A. M. G. 

TENAFLY, N. }.-Through the in
tercession of Blessed Mother Seton I 
have received many blessings in the past 

Christmas Message 

us during the year 1971, the precious gift which all clients of 
Mother Seton so greatly desire, that is, the acceptance by the Holy 
See as miraculous the cure previously mentioned, and the granting 
of a new miracle worked through the intercession of Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton. If both of these favors were to be granted by God, 
we would have fulfilled the requirements for canonization. 

Mother Seton will, no doubt, be greatly pleased with all your 
prayers and good works for the intention of her Cause. Her grati
tude is far more important than any words of gratitude from me, 
though, of course, I should be more than grateful for the least that 
you do to honor our Blessed one. 

With all this in mind, I want to offer you and all your loved 
ones my sincerest and prayerful Christmas greetings. May our Lord 
and His Blessed Mother give you all that will make this Christmas 
and the coming New Year blessed ones in every way. 

Gratefully yours in Our Lord, 

J~ J.9;/!,m_ I flt 
SYLVESTER A. TAGGART, C.M. 

Vice Postulator 
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year. I myself underwent a very success
ful operation and my husband's cousin 
was spared an amputation through com
plicated but successful surgery. 

Mrs. D . C. T. 

REGO PARK, N. Y.-I am enclos
ing a small offering in thanksgiving for 
a special favor granted to my son. He 
had been trying to secure a position in 
a special field and had no success. After 
appealing to Mother Seton for help, he 
accepted an offer and is now happily 
employed in his chosen field. 

Mrs. R. S. 

OKEECHOBEE, FLA-Because of 
the intercession o esse iz.ilieth Ann 
Seton through a novena begun on the 
feast of the Assumption, August 15, 
1970, I have been granted two major 
favors. Mother Seton has helped repair 
our marriage and has obtained needed 
financial assistance for us. 

Mrs. A. S. 

ORANGE, N. J.-I want to let you 
know that Mother Seton answered my 
prayers three different times: a very sick 
little boy has completely recovered; a 
baby who was suffering from a series of 
convulsions is now well; and my sister is 
in good health following a major op-
eration. 

Mrs. S. G. 

SAGINAW, MICH. My sister 
found a medal-relic of Mother Seton 
and a Sister of Charity gave her a no
vena prayer in honor of the Blessed. 
When my husband had a bad back and 
could hardly walk my sister gave him 
the medal to wear and we said the 
prayer. Within a month he was very 
much better without being hospitalized. 
Thanks to Mother Seton for her inter-
cession. 

Mrs. T. M. 

WEST ORANGE, N. J.-I wish to 
express my thanks for your prayers to 
Mother Seton. I have received many 
favors through my devotion to her, and 
my most recent request, that my son-in
law would not have to go to Viemam, 
was also granted. 

Mrs. M. G. 

MORRISTOWN, N. J.-I prayed 
to Mother Seton and asked that my son, 
who had failed his first year college, 
would be accepted in another so he 
could continue his education. Thanks to 
Mother Seton he was and has been doing 
well with his studies. I promised also 
that I would make known my request. 

Mrs. J.C. 
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even those not of her mind or belief. 
Significantly, her statue stands on one 
of the busiest spots in the world, the 
southernmost tip of Manhattan, look
ing out over the world's busiest harbor. 
Indeed, the name of Elizabeth Seton is 
spoken in every language in every nation 
of the globe. 

Why? What do we know about her 
that her closest friends, her very fam
il~·, did not know? That her holiness, 
the secret of all, was truly apostolic. 

In an adaptive sense, just as bishops 
have a power which priests do not, to 
hand on cl,~ir priesthood to others, so 
Mother Seton by God's grace had the 
power to hand on in an effective way 
her ideals and her deeds. And the power 
perdures from generation to generation, 
hopefully until the end of time. 

This is the reason why we celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of her death and 
why those who come long after us will 
c.-lebrate the 300th anniversary. 

We must not fault Mother Seton's 
faithful followers for not seeing clearly 
into the future , no more than we should 
fault the apostles at the time of the 
Crucifixion for failing to grasp the glo
rious future of Christianity. Even if 
they had never heard the prophecies, the 
mourners in the "Little Wood" must 
long have forgotten that Dr. Matignon 
had predicted of her: "You are destined, 
I think, for some great good in the 
United Scates." 

God has not forgotten, however, and 
we who have been given the joy of see
ing the fulfillment of His plan may thus 
look forward with confidence to His ulti
mate honoring of His faithful servant 
with the title of' amt. 

tlot~rr ~rton "uil~ 
Emmitsburg, ~al"l!lnnll 21727 

Address Correction Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Causes of the Saints. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BuLLETIN 1s 

inued quarterly to Guild members. 
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BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

"Cures and good health for special family members"-Bronx, N. Y . 
( 3) ; T u,c-Umbi.;,Ala.; I ~u.,it9, J;'/,i ; 4 · Pl. ·1 

Pa.; Whitehouse Station, N. J.; Rosemont, Pa. (2); Teaneck, N. J.; 
Huntington Station, N . Y.; Saratoga Springs, N. Y.; Orange N. J.; 
Jersey City, N. J.; South Orange, N. J. "Employment"-Altoona, 

Pa.; Liberty, S. C.; Bronx, N. Y. (2); Orange, N. J. "Peace of Mind" 

-Westerly, N. Y.; Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; Paterson, N. J. "Cure of 

Alcoholism"-St. Louis, Mo.; Jamaica Plain, Mass.; Bronx, N. Y. "Sale 
of · Home"-New Brunswick, N. J. "Cancer Cure"--Staten Island, 
N. ·Y.; Newark, N. J. "Servicemen"-Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.; Paterson, 
N. J. "Cure of Lung Cancer"-Newton Lower Falls, Mass. "Cure of 

Parkinson's Disease"-Union City, N. ]. "Cure of Eyes"-Teaneck, 
N.}. "Business and Financial Help"-Newark, N. J.; Paterson, N. J. 
(2). "Return to Faith"-Paterson, N. J. (4). "Success in College"

Paterson, N. J. (2). "Health"--St. Louis, Mo.; Staten Island, N. Y.; 
Westerly, N. Y.; Lowell, Mass.; Paterson, N.]. (4); New York, N. Y.; 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Tonawanda, N. Y. "Special Favors"-New Orleans, 
La.; Port Hawkesbury, N. S.; Oakmont, Pa.; Bronx, N. Y . (3); Rose
mont, Pa.; Kitchener, Ont.; Hillside, N. J.; Port Arthur, Texas; Ho

boken, N. J.; Riviera Beach, Md.; Philadelphia, Pa.; Point Pleasant 
Beach, N. ].; Branchville, N. J.; Teaneck, N. ].; Pittsburgh, Pa. (2); 
Glen Ridge, N. ].; Paterson , N . J.: Tucson, Ariz. 
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