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NUMBER 114 EMMITSBURG, Mo. MARCH, 1971 

----
150th Anniversary of Bl. Mother Seton's 
Death Celebrated at Emmitsburg Shrine - - -------

Cardinals, Deleg-ate, 
Bishops in Attendance 

"BE CHILDREN OF THE 
CHURCH" and "Stand most faith
fully by your rules"-two of the death
bed injunctions of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton to her religious community 
in 1821-were emphasized Sunday, Jan
uary 3, 1971, at a Mass in the chapel of 
St. Joseph's Provincial House marking 
the 150th Anniversary of the death of 
the foundress of the Sisters of Chariry 
in the United States. 

The concelebrated Mass had Law
rence Cardinal Shehan, Archbishop of 
Baltimore, as principal celebrant assisted 
by eight archbishops and bishops and 
55 priests. The prelates included Arch
bishop Thomas Donnellon of Atlanta, 
Bishop William G. Connare of Greens
burg, Pa., Bishop George H. Guilfoyle 

of Camden, Bishop Joseph H. Hodges 
of Wheeling, Bishop George L. Leech 
of Harrisburg, Auxiliary Bishop Edward 
D. Head of New York, Bishop David 
F. Cunningham of Syracuse, and Aux
iliary Bishop Walter F. Sullivan of 
Richmond. 

Other concelebrants were Father Lucio 
Giuseppi Lapalorcia, C.M., Postulator of 
Blessed Mother Seton's Cause of Canon
ization, Father James D. Collins, C.M., 
Provincial of the Vincentian Fathers' 
United States Eastern Province, the Di
rectors of the five American provinces 
of the Daughters of Chariry: Fathers 
Charles J. O'Connor, C.M., John F. 
Zimmerman, C.M., Joseph T. Tinnelly, 
C.M., James F. McOwen, C.M., Leo 
Trapp, C.M., and Father Sylvester A. 
Taggart, C.M., Vice Postulator of the 
Cause, Father Lapalorcia came from 
Rome for the occasion. 

Present in the sanctuary were Patrick 

Cardinal O'Boyle, Archbishop of Wash
ington, and Archbishop Luigi Raimondi, 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States. 
Archbishop Raimondi gave the papal 
benediction at the conclusion of the 
Mass. 

Reminding the congregation of the 
last words of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Setcn in his homily was Father Joseph 
I. Dirvin, C.M., Vice President for 
University Relations of St. John's Uni
versity, New York, and the author of 
Mrs. Seton, Foundress of the American 
Sisters of Charity. 

"We are here to point with reverent 
pride to that glorious husk lying only a 
few yards from where I speak which 
was buried in the ground 150 years ago 
in order that faithful, devoted, chari
table life might rise and throb and grow 
and fill the earth," Father Dirvin de
clared. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 

,.pnstnlit Jnstulattnn 
FoR THE CAusE oF 

CANONIZATION 
OF THE BLESSED 

ORANGE, N. J.-1 am very grate
ful to Mother Seton. She has never 
failed me. My only daughter has re
turned to the Church, my grandnephew 
has found employment, and a nephew 
has recovered his health-all through 
prayer to her. 

Mrs. M. L. 

PITTSBURGH, PA.-My mother
in-law was operated on for a blood clot 
on the brain. I promised to write an 
acknowledgement to the Guild if she 

Foundrus of the survived the operation. With Mother 
-------1-_ _ __ S_r_s-r_E_R_s~o_F_C_ HA_RITY _____ __,1------'S=e"'t"'o"'n~'s~ h=el,p she is slowlv ... ,.,,_...,._.....~ ~--
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Addrers all communications to 
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GLEN ROCK, N. J .-I have had so 
many favors granted through the inter
cession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann that I 
have n: ither room nor time to list them. 
My daughter married a good Catholic 
man, he obtained a position outside his 
usual field, and there have been many 
other small but important requests 
granted. 

Mrs. J. T. V. 

GLEN ARM, Md.-I wish to make 
public acknowledgement of a generous 
favor received through the intercession 
of Blessed Mother Seton. I would urge 
others to pray with perseverance; it 
took two years for my favor to be 
granted but it was well worth waiting 
for. 

Mrs. N. J.B. 

n;:;, .. w -v,..r "'r v- M gl"an 

father was rushed to the hospital and 
placed on the critical list. My family 
was resigned to the fact that, at age 84, 
he had a very small chance of recovery. 
I started to say a prayer to Mother 
Seton which, although I had to memorize 
in grammar school, I had never before 
said m petition of a favor I dearly 
wanted. My grandfather is now home, 
and I am most grateful to our Blessed. 

C. S. 

WESTBURY, CONN.-I made a 
novena to Blessed Mother Seton for my 
son who had a tumor in his ear that 
required surgery. He has recovered nor
mally and can hear better than before. 
We are especially grateful to Mother 
Seton that he has returned to work and 
is able to take care of his family again. 

Mrs. G. S. 

RIVERDALE, N. Y. - Through 
prayers to Mother Seton my mother 
has survived two cardiac arrests. We are 
most grateful. 

Mrs. H. E. 

BRONX, N. Y.-We asked Mother 
Seton to intercede for my sister. Tests 
have assured us that she has no malig
nancy. My sister has been most faithful 
to Mother Seton's Cause for many years. 

Mrs. A. M. 

ALTOONA, PA.-1 had a sertous 
operation and prayed to Mother Seton 
to help me through it. I am now home 
and coming along fine . Please publish 
this favor granted in the BULLETIN. 

Mrs. M. G. 

GREENSBURG, PA. - I wish to 
thank Mocher Seton for helping my 
daughter through her confinement and 
delivery of a healthy baby. 

Mrs. R.H. 

WEST MONROE, LA.-I prayed 
for two years to Blessed Mother Seton 
for recovery of my health. I was suffer
ing from tuberculosis and diabetes. The 
tuberculosis has been cured and the 
diabetes is under control. I am most 
grateful. 

C. M. E. 

ALTOONA, PA.-I am sending a 
donation to promote the Cause of 
Blessed Mother Seton. I prayed for a 
job my daughter wanted and she was 

ire . ur prayers and essed 
Mother Seton will continue. 

Mrs. F. C. 

TOLEDO, OHIO-I am enclosing a 
check in thanksgiving for a favor 
granted through Blessed Mother Seton's 
intercession. It was like a miracle! 
Thanks to Mother Seton for asking 
God to help me. 

H.F. C. 

Your promise of publication is 
fulfilled when you report your 
favor to the Guild, even though, 
because of limited space, we are 
not able to publish all the favors 
we receive in the mail. Please 
bear with us if your favor does 
not appear. 
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Seton Sesquicentennial Homily 
Preached by Rev. Joseph I. 

Dirvin, C.M., Vice President for 
University Relations, St. John's 
University, New York, and au
thor of Mrs. Seton, at the con
celebrated Mass marking the 
150th Anniversary of the death 
of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
St. Joseph's Provincial House, 
Emmitsburg, Maryland, January 
3, 1971. 

TODAY we celebrate a death. Not, 
,__ ____ __ f course, ith the vindictive glee of 

enemies, nor even with the- rel:ref of
friends who welcome the release of the 
sufferer. But as we daily celebrate the 
mystical renewal of the death of Our 
Savior in the Mass, or as we celebrate 
the death of the seed which, falling 
into the ground, dies that new life may 
nse. 

In celebrating this death we celebrate, 
therefore, at one and the same time a 
resurrection, a continuation of life. If 
this were not so, we should certainly not 
have gathered here from every corner 
of the land and beyond in the joy of a 
true celebration 150 years to the day 
after Elizabeth Ann Seton had died on 
this spot. We are here as witnesses of 
the daily renewal of her sacrifice and 
death and new life in the faith and de
votion and charity of countless daugh
ters. We are here to point with reverent 
pride to that glorious husk lying only 
a few yards from where I speak which 
was buried in the ground 150 years ago 
in order that faithful, devoted, chari
table life might rise and throb and grow 
and fill the earth. 

Blessed Elizabeth Ann is not unaware 
of the festive spirit of the occasion. The 
Church has put on her lips this morn
ing the humble, honest recognition of 
Job: "My praises echoed in every ear, 
and never an eye but smiled on me."1 

And has encouraged her to say why: 
"Because I freed the poor man when he 
called, and the orphan who had no one 
to help him. When men were dying, I 
it was who had their blessing; if the 
widows' hearts rejoiced, that was my do
ing."2 

And lest we make the mistake of 
staying to celebrate one isolated life, no 
matter how holy and productive, the 
Church has gone on to remind us in 
the letter of St. Paul which is a gracious 
allusion to Elizabeth's happy marriage 
that in her social apostolate she was 
the spouse of Christ and that as her 
Lord He saved and continues to save 
through her teaching and her example 

and through her daughters "the whole 
body" of the People of God.3 

But the profundity of what we cele
brate today is in the Gospel reading. 
The Lord through His Church has seen 
fit to admit Elizabeth Seton to one of 
the great dramas of His own Incarna
tion, to apply to her what happened to 
the mother of the Precursor when she 
greeted His own blessed Mother and 
Him whom she carried in her womb. 
The boldness of it takes our breath 
away: "Now in those days Mary arose 
and went with haste into the hill coun
try . . . and she entered the house . . . 

-and saluted Elizabeth ." 1 Are we too 
bold in our turn to conjure up in our 
souls the image of the Mother of God 
coming into the country of the Catoctin 
Mountains, into St. Joseph's Valley, in
to the humble Stone House, to salute 
this later Elizabeth? No, the Church 
bids us to conjure up such a meeting. 

How better to honor the valiant little 
woman whose holiness as Protestant and 
Catholic was woven of the Scriptures, 
who had thrown in her lot with Mary 
as soon as she knew her, in the house 
of the Filicchis in Livorno where falling 
on her knees, she tells us, "I opened a 
little prayer of St. Bernard to the 
Blessed Virgin, begging her to be our 
Mother ... with such a certainty that 
God would surely refuse nothing to His 
Mother, and that she could not help 
loving and pitying the poor souls He 
died for, that I felt I really had a 
Mother-which you know my foolish 
heart so often lamented to have lost in 
early days."3 

"And it came to pass, when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, that the 
babe in her womb leapt."" Indeed, Eliza
beth Seton, who had borne five earthly 
children, was again-"in her old age," 
the latter years of her life, like that first 
Elizabeth-quick with spiritual child at 
Emmitsburg. "And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and cried out with 
a loud voice, saying, 'Blessed art thou 
among women and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb! And how have I deserved 
that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For behold, the moment 
that the sound of thy greeting came to 
my ears, the babe in my womb leapt 
for joy. And blessed is she who has be
lieved, because the things promised her 
by the Lord shall be accomplished.' " 7 

And what had the Lord promised 
Elizabeth Seton? Through His servants 
he had promised her a work of truly 
apostolic proportions. Dr. Matignon had 
assured her that "your perseverance and 
the help of grace will finish in you the 
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work which God has commenced, and 
will render you, I trust, the means of 
effecting the conversion of many oth
ers."8 She herself confided to Antonio 
Filicchi concerning the plans for Em
mitsburg, "that if we succeed in form
ing the purposed establishment I shall 
look upon it as a sure mark that Al
mighty God intends an extensive bene
fit. . . . " 0 And she told Cecilia Seton: 
"It is expected I shall be the mother of 
many daughters ... (Father Babade) 
applies to me the Psalm in our Vespers: 
The barren woman shall be the joyful 
mother of children . ... " 10 On the eve 
of the glorious trek here Bishop Chev
ems wrote her in prophetic vision: "I 
see already numerous choirs of virgins 
following you to the altar. I see your 
holy order diffusing itself in the differ
ent parts of the United States, spread
ing everywhere the good odor of Jesus 
Christ and teaching by their evangelical 
lives and pious instructions how to serve 
God in purity and holiness. I have no 
doubt, my beloved and venerable sister, 
that He who has begun this good work 
will bring it to perfection." 11 

We know that He has brought it to 
perfection. That is why we are here to
day. And with the hindsight of 150 years 
we see clearly, more dearly even than 
Elizabeth Seton could, that it was not a 
personal work asked of her by God but 
a social, an apostolic work of which He 
was the author and she the instrument. 
I make a strong point of this because 

'Job 29:11. 
• Ibid., 12-13. 
3 Cf. Ephesians 5:21-28. 
• Luke 1 :39-40. 
5 Archives of St. Joseph's Provincial House, 

Emmitsburg, Md., Seton Letters, VIII, 60. 
• Luke 1 :41. 
• Ibid., 42-45. 
8 Archives of St. Joseph's Provincial House, 

ibid., I, 121. 
• Ibid., VI, 74. 
10 Ibid., VIII, 153. 
u Ibid., I, 10. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



PAGE FouR 

Seton Homily 
(Continued from Page 3) 

this work, like so much of the Lord's 
work today, can be threatened. It can 
be threatened by existential souls who 
would relegate Mother Seton to the mist 
of history and ignore her apostolate of 
150 years. It can be threatened by soft 
souls who would wish the rule relaxed 
in the name of personal liberty. It can 
be threatened by restless souls who would 
abandon the work they were called to, 
the work confided to them by God, for 
work they have not been called to, for 
work not confided to them by God, but 
which they have decided is more "rele
vant." 

This would 
both for Blessed Mother Seton's work 
which the Lord has emphatically shown 
in a thousand ways-notably by its suc
cess and by the Church's raising of her 
to the honors of its altars-to be his 
work, a dangerous business both for this 
and for the misguided souls who would 
destroy it. 

Ironically such destructive spirits in 
the Church and its communities appeal 
to Vatican Council II to justify their 
destruction. And yet, Vatican II in call
ing for a true renewal of religious life 
has stated uncompromisingly that "it 
redounds to the good of the Church that 
institutes have their own particular 
characteristics and work. Therefore let 
their founders' spirit and special aims 
they set before them as well as their 
sound traditions-all of which make up 
the patrimony of each institute-be 
faithfully held in honor." '~ 

There can be no mistaking the spirit 
and special aims of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, the foundress of the Ameri
can Sisters of Charity. She expressed it 
in uncompromising words at e mo~ 
of her death, that solemn moment when 
no one speaks of any but the most vital 
things. She had thought out carefully 
what she would say during the long, 
quiet weeks and months of her last ill
ness, but when the moment came she 
literally had not the breath to say it. 
Father Dubois therefore spoke for her: 
"Mother, being too weak, gives me 
charge to recommend you at this sacred 
moment in her place: first, to be united 
together as true Sisters of Charity; sec
ondly, to stand most faithfully by your 
rules. . . . " 1 3 At that point Elizabeth 
struggled out of her weakness to gasp 
what she considered most important of 
all: "Be children of the Church, be 
children of the Church."14 

The merciful grace of God bids her 
daughters meditate deeply this morning 
on these last words of Blessed Mother 
Seton. "Be united together as true Sis-
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ters of Charity." Be united together. 
She wishes you, her daughters, to be 
one in spirit, in love, in communal life, 
in apostolate. She wants no polarization; 
in fact, knowing her so well, I dare to 
say that she will not tolerate it. Differ
ences inevitably brought about by the 
turmoil of a changing age and Church 
must be resolved in love and union 
which can only be achieved by the sub
mersion and forgetfulness of self. 

Mother Seton herself gives you the 
key to union: "Be united as true Sisters 
of Charity." It is your apostolate, the 
continuation of her apostolate, her "spirit 
and special aims," which is your rallying 
point. That is why it would be most 
dangerous to abandon it for the illusion 
f reener fielcls. -
Her second deathbed injunction to 

you, her daughters, is that "you stand 
most faithfully by your rules." No 
words could be more incisive than these. 
It is true that your rules, like the rules 
of all communities, have been updated 
and accommodated to the world of to

day. This is a good thing; it has come 
about at the express wish of the Church 
and after a time of trial will be subject 
to final approval by the Church. The 
danger lies, however, in regarding de
sirable changes as relaxations, an atti
tude which could lead to considering the 
rule lightly if at all. You must always 
remember that, despite changes-and 
the Church will not permit your foun
dress' "spirit and special aims" to be 
lost-Mother Seton adjures you sol
emnly today to "stand most faithfully 
by your rules." 

If you are faithful to these two death
bed injunctions of your Mother, you 
will have been faithful basically to her 
last wish which was that you be "chil
dren of the Church." To be true chil
dren of the Church, however, transcends 
the boundaries of your communities. It 
involves humble docility and filial rev
erence for the Church. Neither humil
ity, nor docility, nor obedience which 
the words "children" and "filial" imply, 
nor reverence are popular virtues today. 
Popular or not, they are virtues. Even 
more, they are protections vital to faith, 
especially in this day of instant theology 
and opinionated teaching and tabloid 
doctrines and irresponsible novelty. To 
be children of the Church, as your 
Mother wishes, is, therefore, to love 
the Church, to have eyes and ears for 

""The Sixtern Documents of Vatican II, 
"Decree on the Adaptation and Renewal of 
Religious Life," 2, b, The Daughters of St. 
Paul, Boston, n.d. 

13 Archives of St. Joseph's Provincial House, 
ibid, XII, 3. 

"Ibid. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Interview with Postulator 
By Constance Stapleton 

THE REASON the Vatican looks 
upon Mother Seton's Cause as impor
tant, said Father Lucio G. Lapalorcia, 
C.M., Postulator of her Cause in Rome, 
"is an ecumenical one. Mother Seton 
was Protestant and Catholic. She bridges 
and embodies both sides of the ecumeni
cal movement." 

The kindly priest's face smiled even 
when he was not speaking through his 
interpreter, Father Sylvester A. Taggart, 
C.M., of Emmitsburg, Vice Postulator 
of Mother Seton's Cause. 

For the past three years Father Lapa-
lorcia has- held two distinct-offices in tru:-----

Vincentian order. His primary appoint-
ment is Procurator General at the Holy 
See. In this post he is his community's 
representative or ambassador to the 
Vatican. 

In addition to liaison work he is 
Posrulator of Causes. At the present 
time they number twenty. Only one 
is American-Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. (The Cause of Frederic Oza
nam, the French founder of the lay 
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul, is 
also in his charge.) 

It is evident he likes his work. "She 
was the first native-born foundress," 
he went on. "She is 100 percent Ameri
can. Her life is self-evident, and has 
made the most impact on us. What met 
the eyes was true holiness, the tre
mendous growth from her work-the 
first free Catholic school which formed 
the nucleus for the parochial school 
system in America. The seeds she 
planted have been growing steadily since 
her death. 

"Rarely are so many facets found in 
a smg e person," he continue . "S1:-:-e~~-""""=-, 
was a mother, a wife, widow, teacher, 
foundress. It's the complex of qualities 
in one woman that is the most exciting 
aspect. She was a woman from our 
time who lived centuries ago. 

"Anyone with any problem can find 
a similar problem in her life . ... There 
is no one great quality, but a combina
tion of her whole life. She en joyed life. 
She was responsive to others' needs, 
attuned to those around her. Her aposto
late was not a personal one." 

The most difficult part of his work 
has been completed, that of compiling 
facts and the testimony of witnesses. 
"The Church does everything humanly 
possible before beatification," he ex
plained, "then we must sit back and 
wait for two miracles to be obtained 
through Mother Seton's intercession. 

"That is why there can be no time 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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150th Anniversary 
(Continued from Page 1) 

"With the hindsight of 150 years," he 
pointed out, "we see clearly, more clearly 
than Elizabeth Seton could, that it was 
not a personal work asked of her by 
God, but a social, an apostolic work of 
which He was the author and she the 
instrument. 

"I make a strong point of this," he 
affirmed, "because this work, like so 
much of the Lord's work today, can be 
threatened. It can be threatened by 
existential souls who would relegate 
Mother Seton to the mist of history and 
ignore her apostolate of 150 years. 

"It can be-thceatened 6¥ af.t souls.. 
who would wish the rule relaxed in the 
name of personal liberty. It can be 
threatened by restless souls who would 
abandon the work they were called to, 
the work confided to them by God, for 
work they have not been called to, for 
work not confided to them by God, but 
which they have decided is more 'rele
vant,' " Father Dirvin warned. 

Protestant clergy from local churches 
attended the Mass including three from 
Emmitsburg: the Rev. Adrian Brown, 
Trinity Methodist Church, the Rev. 
Eugene Ackerman, Emmitsburg Presby
terian Church, and the Rev. John C. 
Chatlos, United Church of Christ, and 
the Rev. Maurice Arsenault of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Taneytown, Md. 

Sister Jane Marie Perrot, D.C., head 
of the music department at St. Joseph 
College, Emmitsburg, conducted a spe
cial 100-member choir, composed of the 
Emmitsburg Community Chorus, an ecu
menical group, the choir of Lutheran 
Theological Seminary of Gettysburg, 
Pa., the Vincentian novices from Phila
delphia, Pa., and the choir of the Daugh
ters of Charity Provincial House. 

An honor guard of Fourth Degree 
Knights of Columbus from Brute Post 
1860 in Emmitsburg escorted guests and 
led the procession. 

The offertory procession was com
posed of Sisters representing the six 
branches of Mother Seton's Sisters of 
Charity in America. They included Sis
ter Isabel Toohey, former Provincial 
Superior at Emmitsburg, Mother Rich
ard Ann, Mother General of the Sisters 
of Charity of Greensburg, Pa., Mother 
Mary Omer, Morber General of the 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Sister 
Hilda Gleason, Assistant General for 
the English-speaking provinces of the 
Daughters of Charity who came from 
the motherhouse in Paris for the oc
casion, Sister Irene Farmer, Mother 
General of the Sisters of Charity of 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Top) Hierarchy lea-ving sanctuary at close of concelebrated Mass. 
(Bottom) Mothers General and Pro-vincials at luncheon. 
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150th Anniversary 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Halifax, Sister Loretto Bernard, former 
Mother General of the Sisters of Char
ity of Mount Saint Vincent, New York, 
and Sister Eleanor McNabb, Provincial 
Superior of the Southeast Province of 
tehe Daughters of Charity which has its 
headquarters at Emmitsburg. 

Present in the congregation was Anne 
O'Neill Hooe of Baltimore County, 23-
year-old mother of two boys who was in
stantaneously cured of acute leukemia 
in 195 2 at St. Agnes Hospital in Balti
more shortly after a novena to Mother 
Seton was begun. Her cure was one of 
two acce ted b the Sacre a-
non o ~,res at ome ore er 
Seton's beatification in 1963. 

Governor Mandel of Maryland sent 
his regrets at not being able to att-md 
the celebration due to a recent automo
bile accident but proclaimed Monday, 
January 4, "Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Day" in Maryland. 

Seton Homily 
(Continued from Page 4) 

none but her, to believe with her, to 
be guided by her and, in the last analy
sis, to be obedient to her as she speaks 
to you through Christ's Vicar and His 
bishops-no one else, no matter how 
brilliant or committed, has the unfailing 
promise of Christ. 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

RECENT "FAVORS REQUESTED" WILL 

BE PueusHED IN OuR NEXT IssuE. 

Elizabeth, the mother of John the Bap
tist, and put this morning by the Church 
into the mouth of Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
the mother of many daughters. I say 
these words are "near infallible," not 
that God will not fulfill them-He has 
for the past 150 years-but because it 
is His wish that human women, His 
children and Blessed Elizabeth's, you, 
help Him to fulfill them. Your fore
bears have been faithful; be you faith
ful, so that those who come after you 
may be fa ithful, too. 

sprouted on Blessed Elizabeth's grave, 
Father Brute wrote her perfect epitaph 
and her daughters' perfect program: 
"Near home we deposited her precious 
remains on the day following that of 
death. In this little wood she reposes 
with about fifteen Sisters and novices 
who had come to join her. She leaves 
more than fifty Sisters to survive her, 
to regret her and to follow in her foot
steps . ... She lived only for her Sisters 
and the performance of her holy 
duties."16 

1
• Luke I :45 . 

10 Archives of St. Joseph's Provincial House, 
Bruce to Filicchi, May 5, 1821. 

Interview 
With Postulator 
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proach truth negatively. A canonical 
miracle must be of the physical realm, 
not mental or psychological.'' 

Father Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., biog
rapher of Mother Seton, revealed that 
the case of a Yonkers man, Carl Kalin, 
is currently under study in Rome. 

Mr. Kalin, a victim of encephalitis 
(inflammation of the brain lining) had 
been in the hospital for five days when 
he began to turn black. The nurse on 
duty placed a relic of Mother Seton on 
his head. Within a half hour his tem
perature dropped four degrees. He was 
up on his feet the next day. 

All the medical reports on the case 
were taken to the New York Archdi
ocese by Fathe~ John P. McGowan, 

• T ey 
the tribunal, all pertinent documents 
were sent to the Vatican together with 
the testimony of all witnesses. 

In addition to the well-known cure of 
Anne O'Neill Hooe of Baltimore County 
in 1952, Sister Gertrude Korzendorfer, 
a Daughter of Charity of what was 
then the order's Western Province of 
the U . S., was cured of cancer of the 
head of the pancreas in January 1935. 

When she died in August 1942 of a 
massive pulmonary embolism an autopsy 
was performed. All signs of the pre
vious cancer had disappeared . Not even 
scar tissue remained . 

Mother Seton, explained Father La
palorcia, "was a fully Christlike per
son, yet she was fully human." He 
feels Americans cannot help but be af
fected by her canonization if and when 
it occurs . "And blessed is she who has believed, 

because the things promised her by the 
Lord shall be accomplished."1 5 These 
are confident words, nay, they are near 
infall ible, for they are the words of God 
Himself ut b Him into the mouth g_f 

"Anybody who acquires all those 
(Continued from Page 4) qualities stands before the world to be 

limit. A miracle is a very precious admired and imitated," he said . "She 
thing. Many extraordinary happenings was a true daughter, a child, of the 
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are not miracles. We must always ~ __ C~ h_u-rc-h_.'_' _~ 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Causes of the Saints. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GulLD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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