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Bishop from Mother 
Seton's Livorno 
Visits Emmitsburg 

WE WERE HONORED on Octo
ber 5 by a visit from His Excellency, 
Most Reverend Alberto Ablondi, Bishop 
of Livorno or Leghorn, Italy. Livorno is 
the port town where Blessed Mother 
Seton's husband was confined with her 
and their daughter Anna Maria in the 
Lazaretto for a month and where Mother 
Seton, after her husband's death, lived 
with the Filicchi family for more than 
five months in 1803-1804. 

The Bishop came to St. Joseph's Pro
vincial House here at Emmitsburg from 
Baltimore accompanied by Father Gino 
Franchi, pastor of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish in Livorno; Father Robert 
Petti, C.M., pastor of Our Lady of Pom
pei Church in Baltimore; and Mr. 
Mario Ceccarini, a parishioner of Fa
ther Franchi. 

The Bishop and his party arrived at 
9 A.M. and he and Father Franchi im
mediately offered a concelebrated Mass 
at Mother Seton's altar. The Bishop 
gave a homily in tribute to Mother Se
ton and all her religious daughters. 

After the Mass our visitors made a 
tour of Mother Seton's shrines, and we 
were impressed with how deeply the 
Bishop and his companions were moved. 

After lunch at the Provincial House 
our visitors showed a film of the small 
wooden church in Livorno dedicated to 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. The film 
also showed other places of interest con
nected with Mother Seton's stay there, 
particularly the shrine at Montenero 
where Mother Seton attended her first 
holy Mass, the former home of the Filic
chi family, the Lazaretto, and William 
Magee Seton's grave. 

The Bishop and his party visited the 
office of the Mother Seton Guild before 
returning to Baltimore. 

It was a great joy to welcome Bishop 
Ablondi and his companions and to hear 
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A YEAR AGO, in the Christmas 
mue of the BuLLETIN, the hope was 
expressed that God in His goodness 
" would give us during the year 1971 
the precious gift which all clients of 
Mother Seton so ardently desire, that is, 
the acceptance by the Holy See as mirac
ulous the cure which has been submitted 
and the granting of a new miracle 
through the intercession of Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton." 

Those words were written with the 
thought in mind that January 4, 1971, 
marked the one hundred and fiftieth an
niversary of the death of Blessed Eliza
zeth Ann. It was hoped that our prayers 
would be answered during the anniver
sary year. 

The year 1971 has almost passed. The 
cure submitted to the Holy See by Fa
ther John P. McGowan, C.M., the late 
vice Postulator of the Cause, has not 
been approved thus far, or confirmed as 
miraculous. In fact , the most recent re
port on the progress of this case seems 
discouraging rather than hopeful. 

To write in this vein does not figure 
to inspire joy in either our readers ·or in 
ourselves. What happiness it would be 
if, at this time, we could report that, 
thanks to the intercession of Mother 
Seton, God has granted the two miracles 
necessary for her Canonization. Since 
this has not come to pass, is there still 
cause for joy in this year's message to 
the clients of Mother Seton? We think. 
there is. 

In the first place, it seems very ap
propriate at this time to pay a tribute 
of prayerful gratitude to God and to 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann for the many 
hundreds of favors which have been re
ported to this office during the past year, 
as well as for the many favors k.nown 
only to God and the recipients. None of 
these favors could be termed "miracu-
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lous" in the sense demanded by the 
Church, but many of them are truly 
striking and bear the unmistakable im
print of God's goodness and Mother Se
ton's graciousness. If we cannot as yet 
rejoice in the granting of an approved 
miracle, we can and do testify to the 
manifest influence of Mother Seton in 
her clients. A reading of any given 
day's mail to this office would give our 
'.eaders the same joy and edification that 
is ours. 

In the second place, there is great 
cause for joy in the thought that so 
many thousands of faithful people ap
proach God and Elizabeth Ann Seton 
in serene and childlike confidence that, 
at any time He so wills, God can grant 
a miracle through her intercession. A 
miracle is a very special and precious 
gift of God. A miracle cannot be ac
counted for by any force or power of 
the natural order. It is, literally, a stu
pendous thing, a sign of God's approval 
of the holiness of His Servant, a com
pletely supernatural entrance of God 
into the world of His creation. Knowing 
all this, the faithful do not hesitate to 
ask. God for just such an intervention. 
They would not do so, unless they had a 
deep and true appreciation of what k.ind 
of a woman Blessed Elizabeth Ann Se
ton was and is. This cannot fail to in
spire joy in anyone who is interested in 
her Cause. 

There is yet another joy which should 
inspire us in the setting of this message. 
To understand such joy more fully, it 
will perhaps help if we first consider cer
tain difficulties connected with any Cause 
such as that of Mother Seton. 

In the first place, twenty-five or even 
fifteen years ago, the Cause of the Beati
fication and Canonization of a Servant 
of God brought forth, it would seem, a 
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FAVORS ACKNOWLEDGED 
ELY, MINN.-I prayed to Mother 

Seton that my home would be sold and 
that I would be able to secure a suitable 
place to live. I am happy to report that 
my home was sold and I have a very 
nice small apartment, thanks to Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Mrs. L. M. 

GLEN RIDGE, N. ].-After receiv
ing the last BULLETIN from the Mother 
Seton Guild I asked Mother Seton's in
tercession that my son would not lose 
his job. Two days later his job was as
sured. I am most grateful. 

--Mr~--;-F. G. 

PATERSON, N. J.-I have a ner
vous condition and am praying hard to 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton for a cure. 
She is really helping me and I am im
proving greatly. I know I could not do 
without her help. 

M.K. 

WOODBINE, MD.-I wish to re
turn thanks to Mother Seton for an
swering the prayers of my sister and me 
that I would find a room in a good 
boarding house. I am now happily lo
cated close enough for me to attend Sun
day Mass. 

G.S.R. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - Enclosed 
please find a donation in gratitude for a 
prayer answered through Blessed Mother 
Seton's intercession. My daughter, the 
mother of five children, had open heart 
surgery. She is doing well, and I am 
sure it is due to Mother Seton's hel . 

- T am very grate ul. 
H. I. M. 

LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y.-En
closed please find a check in thanksgiv
ing for a favor received through the in
tercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Se
ton. The favor was granted following 
the first novena I made to her. From 
now on I will pray daily for her can
onization. 

M.N. 

ST. PAUL, MINN.-For twelve 
weeks we had no word from a soldier 
in Vietnam. After a frantic appeal to 
the Red Cross and prayers to Mother 
Seton, not only was he located but be
cause of serious illness in the family he 
was allowed to be home with us for one 
month. 

Sr. A. M . 

BRONX, N. Y.-I promised publi
cation in the MOTHER SETON Gu1LD 
BULLETIN if a certain prayer were an
swered. It was, and I hereby return pub
lic thanks to our Blessed. 

C.F. 

BAL TIM ORE, MD.-Some months 
ago I had a great heaviness in the top 
of my head. I was checked for high 
blood pressure, but my pressure was nor
mal. I made a visit to the shrines of 
Mother Seton and asked her, if the ail
ment was not going to lead to death, 
to be so kind as to intercede for my re-

- 1.ief. I- ha.ve-- had -I10-reC.Ullence._ of the_ 
misery. 

Sr. G. 

WATERBURY, CONN.-I made a 
promise that if my son should find a 
part-time job I would have it published 
in the BULLETIN. Enclosed is a small, 
token donation to help further the Cause 
of Mother Seton. I have great faith in 
her. 

Mrs. M. D. 

ORANGE, N. J.-In August I wrote 
you to ask for special prayers for my 
husband who underwent brain surgery. 
I want to thank you for your prayers. 
I am happy to report that my husband 
was back to work only six weeks after 
his surgery. I will keep praying for 
Mother Seton's canonization, because 
she certainly does not forget us. 

Mrs. J. G. 

BAL TIM ORE, MD.-1 wish to re
port a favor receiv~d through the inter
cessmn o o er eton. ree years 
ago my daughter was suffering from a 
severe allergy and frequent colds. After 
long and faithful prayer to Mother Se
ton the allergy has become mild and my 
daughter has had only three colds in the 
last three years. 

Mrs. C. L. 

TENAFLY, N. J.-The enclosed is 
a thanksgiving offering to Blessed 
Mother Seton for interceding for my 
daughter to get a position closer to 
home. I pray daily to Mother Seton and 
hope for her canonization soon. 

R.R. 

JERSEY CITY, N . ].-Enclosed is 
an offering in thanksgiving for Mother 
Seton's help in my renting rooms. She 
is my stronghold in troubled times. 

V.D. 
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MOUNT VERNON, N. Y.-Many 
thanks to Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
for helping me to find something I had 
misplaced. Mother Seton has never failed 
me, and I pray every day for her canoni
zation. 

Mrs. A. A. 

NORWOOD, OHIO-I have great 
confidence in Mother Seton and have 
been praying to her for my son to ob
tain a good position. Through her inter
cession he has obtained a fine one. · 

Mrs.W.H.P. 

WILDWOOD CREST, N. J.-I am 
very grateful to Mother Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. I am sure her intercession was 
responsible for the recovery of my baby 
granddaughter who underwent major 
surgery to correct a birth defect. Many 
members of my family received their 
education in schools operated by the Sis
ters of Charity, so it is natural for me 
to turn to Mother Seton in times of 
trouble and worry. 

Mrs. T. D. 

FRANKLIN, MASS.-1 started a no
vena to Blessed Mother Seton asking 
for relief from a very painful shoulder 
and promised publication if my prayers 
were answered. I am happy to say I got 
relief from the pain on the day the no
vena to her ended. All thanks to Mother 
Seton for interceding for me. 

Mrs. J. H. 

DORCHESTER, MASS. - Recently 
my husband had a serious kidney op
eration. The doctor felt certain there 
was a malignancy and of course we 
were very worried. I applied the relic of 
Mother Seton to my husband and prayed 
every day for his recovery. A cyst was 
discovered and removed, and my hus
band has made a speedy recovery. I am 
so thankful to Mother Seton! 

Mrs. A. A. M. 

Some weeks ago, as the result of a 
heavy rainfall, water leaked into the 
rear office of our GUILD headquar
ters and damaged many of our 
books. Two hundred and five copies 
of DeBarberey, Elizabeth Seton 
( translated by Monsignor Joseph 
Code) suffered medium damage to 
the covers. The books themselves are 
intact. We ordinarily sell these at 
$4.00 a copy. We are willing to dis
pose of them to anyone interested at 
the price of $1.25 a copy, including 
postage. 
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Christmas Message 
wider and more fer-vent enthusiasm than 
is true today. The reasons for this de
mand a careful and rather exhausti-ve 
treatment, far beyond the scope of this 
message. If such enthusiasm wanes at all, 
this fact diminishes the prayer and inter
est that are so -vital to a Cause. All the 
more gratitude and praise are, of course, 
owing to those of the faithful who ha-ve 
not lost their interest in our Cause and 
ha-ve ne-ver ceased to pray for it. 

Secondly, the progress of medical sci
ence and the potency of the modern 
drug are true phenomena of our present 
day. E-very expression of thanks to God 
and to all the persons concerned is more 
than due. It is only right to pray that 
medical science continue its outstanding 
progress and that modern drugs may be 
of help to e-very single person who 
needs them. 

We can understand, howe-ver, that, in 
such an historical back.ground, the pres
ence of a miracle from God might not 
be as easily pro-ved as in the past. Doc
tors who are rightly conscious of the 
power of modern medicine are of ten re
luctant to testify that a gi-ven cure is 
abo-ve and beyond any effect of nature 
or medical science. The process of pro-v-

ing the miraculous nature of a cure has 
always been delicate and complicated. 
It is, if possible, e-ven more so today. 

Thirdly, the Cause of a Ser-vant of 
God is a mysterious and, oftentimes, a 
-very baffling matter. The human ele
ment is present, of course, but running 
through e-verything there is that touch 
and sense of the supernatural. God is 
there, and we stand to be baffled, to 
wonder, to be confused at times. This is 
the way that God deals with the things 
that are His. We are. in that realm where 
prayer and sacrifice are the truest means 
of winning the f a-vor of God and, in 
fact, of honoring Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. 

Ha-ving listed at least some of the 
major difficulties, we are, hopefully, in 
a position to appreciate better the joy to 
which we referred abo-ve. If all of these 
difficulties are present in the canoniza
tion of a saint, we can truly rejoice that, 
in the last and indeed the first analysis, 
the canonization of a saint is truly a 
work. of God. Since this is true, then the 
whole work. of the Cause is in the best 
of hands and we can be supremely con
fident and joyful. 

(To be continued in next issue) 

Gratefully yours in Our Lord, 

J~ J.<J'11cw., I. 'lit. 
SYLVESTER A. TAGGART, C.M. 

CHERRY HILL, N. ].-Blessed 
Mother Seton has helped us and I prom
ised to write a letter of acknowledgment. 
Over a year ago a doctor informed. us 
after tests that our baby girl's seizures 
were caused by brain damage. A neigh
bor enrolled us in the Mother Seton 
Guild. A year has passed and the doctors 
cannot find now any sign of brain dam
age and the baby seems to be growing 
normally. 

Mrs. E. M. D. 

NEW JERSEY-I must report a 
very great favor I received through 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. My son 
hated school from his very first day in 

Vice Postulator 

kindergarten. He always had to study 
hard since things did not come easy to 
him. I prayed to Mother Seton every 
day to help him. A few months ago he 
handed me his diploma from college and 
I said, "Thank you, Mother Seton." I 
know that it was with her constant help 
that he made it. 

Anon. 

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM In my 
prayers I promised Mother Seton that 
I would write to the MoTHER SETON 
G UILD BULLETIN if my request were 
answered. It was, and I am now well 
again. It is with a grateful heart that 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Livorno Bishop 
(Continued from Page 1) 

at first hand how devoted they are to 
Mother Seton. They told us that the 
people of Livorno, and especially the 
parishioners of Father Franchi, have the 
same devotion toward her. 

The Bishop and Father Franchi have 
great hope of building a new and larger 
church in Mother Seton's honor, and 
showed us the plans of the proposed 
building. 

Favors A clknowledgeJ 
(Continued from Page 3) 

I thank God and Mother Seton, and I 
will continue to pray for herT.mOniza- 
tion. 

Mrs. S. K. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Enclosed is 
an offering in honor of Mother Seton 
for the many favors she has obtained for 
me, especially for getting me a new posi
tion. I call on her help for many things. 

H.J.K. 

BOSTON, MASS.-1 hereby ac
knowledge my gratitude for a very im
portant favor received through the in
tercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Se
ton. 

Mrs. M. C. A. 

NUTLEY, N . J. - I prayed to 
Mother Seton because I saw the faith 
my own mother has in her . Now I know 
why. I promised to acknowledge the 
favor obtained. I am very grateful to 
Mother Seton. 

M.M.B. 

•ntqrr ~rtnn "uilll 
Emmitsburg. ittarylanb 2172 7 

Address Correction Requested 
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through the intercession of 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

g "Health of Family Members"-Detroit, Mich.; Westerly, R. I.; Tuc-
i son, Ariz.; New York, N. Y.; Wethersfield, Conn.; Pittsburgh, Pa. (2); I New Orleans, La.; OakP "ark, lll.; San - rancisco, stona, 
! Cherry Hill, N. ].; Greensburg, Pa. "Help with School Work" - Wynne-
ljt wood, Pa.; Dayton, Ohio; Trenton , N. ]. "Employment"-Summit, 

f N. ].; Clearwater, Fla.; Wethersfield, Conn.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Bridge
i port, Conn.; Paterson, N . ].; Li-vingston, N . ]. "Eyesight"-Nanuet, 

I 
N. Y.; New Orleans, La.; Spokane, Wash . "Family Problems"-Bloom
field, N . ] .; Atlantic City, N. ].; Li-vingston, N. ]. "Sale of Home"
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. ; Rochester, N. Y. "Improved Health"-Bronx, 

~. N. Y.; Westchester, Ill.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Belle-ville, Ill. ; Stratford, 
g Conn.; No-va Scotia; Norwood, Ohio; Hyde Park, N. Y.; New York, 

I 
N . Y. "Return to Church"-Norwood, Ohio. "Word of Vietnam Pris

oner"-Whiting, N. ] . "Financial Assistance"-Teaneck, N. ]. "Spe

cial lntentions"-Detroit, Mich.; Madison , N. ]. (2); Dayton, Ohio; 
§ Baltimore, Md.; Hawkesbury, N . S.; Chicago, Ill.; Yonkers, N. Y.; 
i Staten Island, N. Y.; Orange, N. ].; Nutley, N. ] .; Summit, N. ].; 
f Bronx, N. Y.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Bloomfield, N. ] .; Cincinnati, Ohio; New I York, N. Y.; Hyde Park, N. Y.; Paterson, N. ].; Stratford, Conn.; 
~ Mahwah, N. ]. "Leukemia Cure"-New Brunswick, N. ]. "Cancer I_ 

I Cu«"-S""" /,1,•d, N . Y. "R,pore of Soul"-N,w Yo,k, N. Y. 

1 
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Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Emmitsburg, Md. 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Causes of the Saints. 

Permit No. 20 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MOTHER SETON Gu1LD BuLLETIN 1s 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 


