
'To Promote the Canonization of Mother Seton 

NUMBER 118 

Seton Feast Marked 
With Annual Masses 
For Canonization 

MASSES were celebrated in various 
parts of the Country for the canoniza
tion of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton on 
or near her feast day which occurred on 
January 4. 

The following details of three such 
Masses were reported to the Mother 
Seton Guild: 

WASHINGTON 
BY MARY COLUMBUS 

The Washington Chapter of the 
Alumnae of St. Joseph College spon
sored its annual Mass to pray for the 
canonization of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton in St. Matthew's Cathedral, Wash
ington, D. C., on Sunday, January 2, 
I 972, at 10 A.M. 

His Eminence, Patrick Cardinal 
O 'Boyle, Archbishop of Washington, 
who has presided at this Mass each year 
since 1966, was unable to attend due to 
illness and Auxiliary Bishop John S. 
Spence of Washington presided in his 
place. 

Rev. Msgr. John G. Kuhn, Adminis
tra tor of the Cathedral, was celebrant of 
the Mass and Rev. M sgr. John F. Dono
ghue, Vice Chancellor preached the 
homily. 

The Fourth Degree Knights of Co
lumbus served as an honor guard and 
the Cathedral Choir provided a beauti
ful musical setting. 

Rev. Sylvester A. Taggart, C.M., Vice 
Postularor for the Cause of Blessed 
Mother Seton, spoke at a breakfast at 
the Holiday Inn following the Mass, 
and expressed his gratitude for the de
votion being manifested toward Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and her life and 
virtues. He offered to give every assist
ance in promoting the Petition for her 
canonization now be in g circulated 
throughout the United States by the In-

(Continued on Page 4) 

EMMITSBURG, Mo. 

Message 

fro]t]t]._ the 
Vice JPostu1ator 

In his annual Christmas Message, 
Father SylYester A. Taggart, C.M., 
Vice Postulator for the Cause of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, reported 
on the progress of the Cause and de
tailed the steps of the process yet to 
be completed, namely, the need for 
two miracles worked through the in
tercession of the Blessed. Father Tag
gart now concludes his message with 
a spirit of hope. 
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life, her works, the approval of 
the Church-all prove that. Her 

THERE IS REASON for our greatness is modem. H she did 
con6dence and joy. not use (at least frequently} <,uch 

In the first place, the Church words as involvement, Christian 
since the Second Vatican Coun- maturity, personal encounter, 
cil has placed emphasis on lay sensitivity, compassion, she did 
holiness, seeming to evince a something better: she lived 
special interest in discerning and them. 
in holding up to people examples Fourthly, our God is a great 
of heroic lay virtues. While it is God. H He wills Mother Seton's 
true that Mother Seton must be canonization, it will be done. 
classed a member of the Sister- Does He will it? This is a mnst 
hood, still she was a lay person difficult question to answer. May 
for the major portion of her life. we dare to say from the evidence 
Even after she started the Com- that we have-Mother Seton her
munity in Emmitsburg she still self, her life, her works and their 
exercised the duties of a mother results, the dedication and the 
which made her position in life, interest of so many people, be-
at least in part, that of a lay ginning with you, her devoted 
person. followers, even after all these 

Secondly, few women have years, and above all the fact of 
exempli6ed better the beauty her beati6cation-do these not 
and the dignity that is woman- all give at least some hints that 
hood. Her admirers on earth God wants her canonization? 

i
. were legion. This is even more With a mingling of hesitation 

true today. and con6dence I think that the 
Thirdly, the Blessed Servant question can be given the an-
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
ELIZABETH, N. J.-I promised to 

send a donation to the Mother Seton 
Guild for a favor received. Thanks to 
Mother Seton for helping me. I wear 
her medal every day. 

Mrs. W. K. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.-! am 
enclosing a check as an offering for a 
Mass to be said in thanksgiving for a 
favor granted through Mother Seton. I 
asked her to intercede with Our dear 
Lord for my daughter who was threat
ened with an operation, but regained her 
health without it. 

Mrs. A. B. 

NUTLEY, N. J.-I hereby acknowl
edge Mother Seton's help. The answer 
to my prayers was immediate. I am very 
grateful to her, and will keep my devo
tion to her always. 

C. A.H. B. 

NO ADDRESS-I am enclosing a 
donation in thanksgiving to Mother Se
ton for favors received. For many years 
I have suffered from severe headaches. 
I have been praying to Mother Seton, 
as suggested by a friend, and my health 
has improved greatly. It seems truly 
miraculous, for the doctors had not been 
able to help me. 

M.M. 

MARYLAND-About a year and a 
half ago my brother had a mental break
down. After three months in the hos
pital and four months at home he re
covered slowly and went back to work. 
Five months later he suffered another 
very-sever breakdown. His doctor told 
us that he should be admitted to the hos
pital and that he would have to be on 
medication for many years. We joined 
the Mother Seton Guild and prayed to 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. We also 
made a pilgrimage to her shrine. Our 
prayers have been answered. My brother 
is well again and off his medication. We 
would like to thank Mother Seton for 
this generous favor received through her 
intercession. Our prayers now will be 
for the canonization of Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton. 

Mrs. A. R. 

PENNSYLVANIA-I wish to ac
knowledge with deep gratitude a favor 
which I have received recently through 
the kind intercession of Mother Seton. 
For a number of years I have desired to 
follow Christ in the religious life but 

have for various reasons been unable to 
do so. After nearly giving up all hope 
of fulfilling this desire, I prayed earn
estly to Mother Seton. My prayers were 
answered beautifully. I have been ac
cepted for the religious life and am 
happy. Mother Seton never fails me. 
Blessed be God! 

Anon. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO-One of our 
Sisters has cancer of the eye involving 
the conjunctive. It was proposed to 
close her eye by surgery. Several out
standing ophthalmologists were consulted 
first but they could give little hope of 
saving It. ter we praye earnest y to 
Mother Seton, the surgeon in charge 
tried a treatment which has spared the 
eye. Sister has fairly good sight in it, too, 
thanks to Mother Seton. 

S. R. 

WESTERLY, R. !.-Thank you for 
your prayers and intercession for my 
husband. He is now home from the 
hospital and recuperating speedily. Our 
prayers to Mother Seton were answered. 

A. C. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO-I wish to 
make public thanksgiving for the sale of 
real estate for an elderly lady who lives 
alone and had tried for a long time to 
dispose of property which she could not 
keep up. After prayers to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton the property was sold 
as if by a miracle. 

S. R. 

PARK FOREST, ILL.-I promised 
Moffier -Seton I would write to report 
the help she has given me and my fam
ily for many years. Recently I was quite 
concerned over a couple of serious health 
problems. I prayed for her intercession, 
and I am feeling much better. I have 
found that no request I make of her is 
ever completely unanswered. 

Mrs. K. M. 

NORTH VERNON, IND.-I want 
to write this little note to tell you of how 
our prayers were answered through the 
intercession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. I was pregnant for the seventh 
rime. We have three children, but lost 
three. We prayed very hard that this 
baby would be born well, normal and 
healthy, and it was. We are so grateful. 

Mrs. M. G . 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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TENAFLY, N. ].- Enclosed is a 
donation toward the cause of Blessed 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. Some time ago I 
was hospitalized and was told I would 
never walk again. I prayed to Mother 
Seton daily, and thanks to her, I have 
the power of my legs. 

] . A.H. 

ELLICOTT CITY, MD.-My niece 
had to move very suddenly and was 
forced to leave her home in the hands 
of a realtor. For eleven months nothing 
happened. I made a special novena for 
Mother Seton's intercession and before 
the fifth day my niece received word 
that her house had been sold. I promised 
to make this known in my conviction that 
Mother Seton heard my prayers. 

N. F. B. 

PENSACOLA, FLA.-My son had 
trouble with fluid in his ears which 
caused him temporary loss of hearing. 
He had had surgery twice to remove 
this fluid. Recently he developed the 
condition again. The doctor was treating 
him with medication and one ear cleared 
up, but not the other, so that surgery 
seemed indicated again. We called on 
Mother Seton and placed her medal on 
my son. The next visit to the doctor 
showed improvement, and on the one 
after that the ear was clear. We know 
that Mother Seton interceded for us and 
we are most grateful to her. 

A. A. 

BRONX, N. Y.-I promised a dona
tion toward the cause of Blessed Mother 
Seton for favors received. My husband 
had been in poor health and had difficulty 
in breathing. Since starting to pray to 
Mother Seton I note a big improvement. 
I will be grateful always and will con
tinue to pray to Mother Seton. Again, 
my daughter was having marital diffi
culties and was on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown. I prayed to Mother Seton, 
and now my daughter and her husband 
are happy and I feel that everything 
will turn out well for them. 

Mrs. M. C. 

TEANECK, N . J.-One day after 
losing all hope for the solution to a prob
lem I read the "Favors Acknowledged" 
column in the MOTHER SETON 
GUILD BULLETIN. These reports of 
Mother Seton's power with God brought 
me to pray to her for the first time in 
my life. My prayer was answered that 
very night. I now have great devotion to 

MoTHER SETON GuILD BULLETIN 

her. Please enroll me as a member of 
the Guild. 

B. H. 

WAPPINGERS FALLS, N . Y .-En
closed find a donation in thanksgiving 
for a favor received through the inter
cession of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
I promised to donate this toward her 
cause if I passed my road test on the 
first try. I pray for her canonization 
every night. 

F. S. 

PENSACOLA, FLA.-My son was 
very sick and was admitted to the hos
pital where after consultation a diag
nosis of transverse myelitis was made. 
The doctors said that they hoped for a 
good recovery, but gave us little hope 
that our son would be completely nor
mal. The illness was due to a virus and 
had to run its course since there was 
nothing the doctors could do in way of 
treatment. A relic of Mother Seton was 
placed on my son, and he was discharged 
from the hospital within a week without 
any apparent ill effects. The doctors were 
most surprised at this rapid and com
plete cure. With so many prayers to 
Mother Seton and my son's improve
ment after receiving her relic-medal we 
believe that she has been responsible for 
this wonderful recovery. 

Mrs. W. T. K. 

PUEBLO, COLO.-! promised pub
lication in the MOTHER SETON 
GUILD BULLETIN and the enclosed 
donation if I received a spiritual favor 
through Mother Seton's intercession. 

S. T. R. 

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.-1 prom
ised Mother Seton three years ago that 
if my son-in-law came home safely from 
Viemam, I would have this favor pub
lished. He returned to Viemam last year 
and is again home safe. I want to thank 
Blessed Mother Seton. 

Mrs. D.S. H. 

DUNDALK, MD.-I am a widow 
who has received several favors from 
Mother Seton. After my husband's 
death I had severe pains which I could 
not get rid of. I turned to Mother Seton 
for help and am happy to report that I 
no longer have these pains. My little 
niece was seriously ill and again I turned 
to Mother Seton, and rhe child re
covered. 

Mrs. M . H . 

YORK, PA.-My husband had to 
undergo an exploratory operation, and 
we did not know what the surgeon 
would find. I promised I would publish 
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my thanksgiving in the MOTHER SE
TON GUILD BULLETIN if there 
was nothing seriously wrong with my 
husband, and I hereby keep my promise. 

Mrs. L. K. 

CANTON, MASS.-Enclosed is a 
small donation in thanksgiving to 
Mother Seton. My brother-in-law has 
throat cancer, but he is home from the 
hospital now and things look good for 
him. Also, a very special favor was 
granted to my son. 

Mrs. M. C. 

YONKERS, N. Y.-I wish to ex
press public thanks to the Sacred Heart 
and to Mother Seton for a successful 
ear operation. 

Mrs. C. G. M. 

JERSEY CTTY, N. J .-I am send
ing a donation to the Guild for favors 
received through the intercession of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Miss A. L. F. 

BAL TIM ORE, MD. - I want to 
thank Mother Seton for a great favor. 
My head ached intolerably, I became 
very weak, and could not go out alone. 
Thanks to Blessed Mother Seton's inter
cession, I am feeling better and stronger. 

Miss M. L. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA-Enclosed is 
a check in thanksgiving in honor of 
Mother Seton for the many favors she 
has obtained for me in the past and the 
present. Whenever I think I may run 
into some difficulty, whether at work or 
home, I always ask Mother Seton to 
help me and she hasn't failed me yet. 

H. K.-

NEW YORK CTTY-I prayed to 
Mother Seton that my brother obtain a 
good job. Through her intercession he 
has found one. 

C. D. F. 

Seton Masses 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Mount St. Vincent, New York, at
tended a Mass for the Canonization of 
Blessed Mother Seton at the Shrine on 
the Battery located on the site of her 
former home. 

Rev. Harold Deacy, who is attached 
to the Shrine, was the principal cele
brant, and the homily was preached by 
Rev. Joseph I. Dirvin, C.M., Vice Presi
dent for University Relations and Sec
retary of St. John's University, New 
York, and author of the biography Mrs. 
Seton. 
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Seton Masses 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ternational Federation of Catholic Alum
nae in cooperation with all the commu
nities of Sisters of Charity which owe 
their origin to Blessed Elizabeth Ann 
Seton. 

"Undoubtedly, Mother Seton is 
pleased, as is God, with our efforts to
ward devotion to her and imitation of 
her life and virtues," Father Taggart 
said. "I dare say that she is even more 
pleased with our simple and delightful 
admiration. As one author, writing sev
eral years ago, has expressed it, 'It is 
my belief that the Saints are given to us 
primarily for our delight and admira
tion, o prunar y or our un1tat1on, 
though the latter effect will to some de
gree follow, if the first two attitudes of 
approach are maintained.' Imitation of 
Mother Seton is, in truth, good and 
holy. Humble admiration of her, who is 
so much better than we, is perhaps a 
holier and more selfless act; and there 
are few who more appreciated selflessness 
than she. Her appreciation is even deeper 
now in heaven." 
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FAVORS REQUESTED 
through the intercession of 

BLESSED ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

"Cancer Cure"-Baltimore, Md.; Washington, D. C.; Evans City, 
Pa.; Fulton, JY. Y.; Deerfield Beach, Fla. "Return to the Sacraments"

Shamokin, Pa. "Hodgkins Disease Cure"-Newark, Del. "Multiple Scle-

rosis Cure"-Baltimore, Md. "Sale of Home"-Wisconsin Ra ids Wis. 
"Employment"-Paterson, N. ]. "Ne~ Living Quarters"-Rockville,~-= 
Md.; Irvington, N. ]. "Return to Health"-Cleveland, Ohio; Blauvelt, 
N. Y.; Rockville, Md.; Yarmouth, N. S.; Bronx, N. Y.; San Diego, 
Calif.; North Riverdale, Ill.; Berlin, Md.; Deerfield Beach, Fla. "Special 

Intention"-New York, N. Y.; New Orleans, La.; Hollis, N. Y.; Living-
ston, N. ].; Paterson, N. ].; Berwyn, Ill.; Spring Valley, N. Y.; Beth-
lehem, Pa.; Jersey City, N. ].; Newport, R. I.; Dayton, Ohio; Lake 
George, N. Y.; Trumbull, Conn.; Yonkers, N. Y.; Bloomfield, N. ]. 

Msgr. Donoghue in his homily called 
Mother Seton "an ideal woman as de
scribed in Holy Scripture ... a devoted 
wife, a tender woman and a true reli
gious." Msgr. Donoghue also stated that 
"she did not transplant a religious struc
ture from Europe, but rather adapted it 
to the needs of the Catholic people in 
the new world." 

life to their parishioners. The number of 
leaflets distributed numbered 160,000. 

Farren, C.M., of St. John's University, 
New York, preached the homily, and 
music was provided by the Cathedral 
Choir under the direction of Carmen 
Consiglio. 

WILMINGTON 

Besides this Mass at the Cathedral, 
some 45 other churches in the Washing
ton Archdiocese celebrated special Masses 
on January 2 to pray for the canoniza
tion of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
and distributed leaflets on the Blessed's 

The annual Mass offered for the can
onization of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton 
was held in St. Peter's Cathedral, Wil
mington, Del., Saturday, January I, 
1972, at IO A.M. 

His Excellency, Most Rev. Thomas J . 
Mardaga, Bishop of Wilmington, was 
the principal celebrant. Rev. Michael V. 

ilntqrr ~rtnn "uilh 
EmmitJJburg, ~arylanll 2172 7 

Address Correction Requested 

The Mother Seton Guild, as the Apostolic 
Postulation, is the official organization for the 
Cause under the jurisdiction of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Causes of the Saints. 

Guild members not only share in the noble 
work of making Mother Seton better known 
and loved by means of literature, etc., but their 
membership subscriptions and donations make 
possible this promotion. 

The MoTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN is 
issued quarterly to Guild members. 

The local Alumnae Chapter of St. 
Joseph College, Emmitsburg, Md., spon
sored the Mass. 

NEW YORK 

Two hundred Sisters of Charity of 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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