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Vice Postulator Reports on Seton Cause 
Makes Second Roman Visit 

Rev. Sylvester A. Taggart, C.M., Vice 
Postulator for the Cause of Canonization 
of Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton, reports 
as follows on the progress of the Cause: 

THE OCTOBER ISSUE of the 
Mother Seton Guild Bulletin carried an 
account of my trip to Rome last May. 

In September I received a letter from 
Father Lucio Lapalorcia, C.M., Postula
tor General of Mother Seton's Cause. 
Writing from Rome, Father Lapalorcia 
expressed the desire that I should, if at 
all possible, come again to Rome. He 
stated that certain decisions should be 
reached at this time and that I should be 
present at the deliberations on the part 
of those who are closest to the promo
tion of the Cause. 

In accordance with Father Lapalorcia's 
wishes, I went to Rome on October 11, 
returning here on October 15. As a re
sult of our deliberations, two principal 
decisions were reached. The two decisions 
dealt with the two cases on which we 
have been working for quite some time 
and which were mentioned in the Octo
ber issue of the Bulletin. 

As I mentioned in that article, one of 
the cases seemed to present so formidable 
an obstacle that I did not think it worth
while to pursue the case any further, at 
least for the present time. After delibera
tions on this case, those present all 
agreed that we should make no further 
effort to bring this case to the Sacred 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 
It was a decision reached with consider
able regret. 

The second case was then discussed. 
Reference to this case has also been made 
in the October Bulletin. It is that of Mr. 
Carl Kalin, formerly of Yonkers, New 
York, and now residing in Florida. 

Our deliberations on this case were 
made in the light of the additional re
search devoted to it in May and June of 
this year. The additional documents and 

testimonies have nearly all been printed 
and the case, with all these later deposi
tions, will be readied in November of 
this year for presentation to the Sacred 
Congregation. The case would then be 
subject to examination by two groups of 
medical experts. The first group tnight be 
termed a Preliminary Commission. If this 
commission's vote were to be favorable, 
that is, if it were to decide in favor of 

the miraculous nature of Mr. Kalin's 
cure, the case would then be presented 

-ro--tlie-Plenary Board-ofniedical experts. 
Whatever might be the result of these 

Commissions' findings, the process would 
involve several months of investigation. 

As the months pass it becomes more 
and more apparent, if that is possible, 
that the handling of a "proposed m1r
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FAVOR§ ACKNOWLEDGED 
CHICAGO, ILL.-I wish to acknowl

edge a favor granted through the inter
cession of Mother Seton. I was recently 
widowed and, in trying to make adjust
ments in a hurry, had a very short time 
in which to make three important deci
sions. I asked Mother Seton to pray 
that the course I would take would be 
for the best. The result was perfect and 
my decisions worked out and proved fa. 
vorable in every way. 

Mrs. F. C. B. 

* * * BROOKLYN, N. Y.-Some time ago 
I put my house up for sale. As there 
were many houses in the neighborhood 
or s e, was quite worne a out 

ing a buyer. I prayed to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton and within one week I 
sold my house. I also prayed that I 
would find a suitable place to live and 
again my prayers were answered. I am 
most grateful. 

Mrs. D. B. 

* * * WATERBURY, CONN.-Enclosed 
is a donation towards the Cause of 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. I prayed 
that my daughter would obtain a job; she 
did. I was very grateful to Mother Seton 
and will keep my devotion to her always. 

Mrs. M.D. 

* * * NEW JERSEY -My sister returned 
to the Sacraments after thirry years. I 
attribute this to our Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton's intercession, because I 
prayed daily for her help. 

S. P. 

* * * REGO PARK, N . Y.-Two favors 
were granted members of my family 
t roug e intercession of Mother Se
ton, namely an apartment for my daugh
ter and her baby, and the quick recovery 
of my wife from an emergency illness in 
a hospital. I feel that both favors were 
granted through my prayers for the inter
cession of the Blessed Virgin and Mother 
Seton. 

N.M.H. 

* * * BRONX, N. Y.-Many thanks to 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton. I am sure 
her intercession was responsible for my 
husband's recovery from a heart attack. 
I always tum to Mother Seton for help, 
and pray daily for her canonization. 

Mrs. W.R. F. 

* * * PHILADELPHIA, PA-Please pub-
lish my letter of thanks to Blessed Eliza
beth Ann Seton. I don't wish to reveal 
what she obtained for me through the 

help of the Blessed Virgin, but I prom
ised her I would write to express my 
thanks and appreciation. 

Mrs. M. C. 

* * * NEW YORK, N. Y.-My sister has 
been an invalid since Christmas 1970 
and has been bothered by an unpleasant 
symptom that is quite distressing. I prom
ised a donation to the Cause of Mother 
Seton if she found relief. I am happy to 
say that for the several past weeks, she 
has not been troubled. 

M.S. 

* * * UNI?N _CITY, N. ].-Enclosed is 

received. This was one of the intentions 
I had placed on the altar at Mother 
Seton's shrine during the recent novena 
of Masses. Mother Seton never lets me 
down and she also has obtained favors 
for many of our family. 

Mrs. A. R. 

* * * WESTERLY, R. I.-1 want to thank 
Mother Seton for so many small favors 
and one great favor which I just re
ceived. Some of my family were going 
out in a small boat and I was quite 
worried about them and none could 
swim. I asked Mother Seton to take care 
of them. Their boat tipped over and all 
of them fell in the water, two of them 
went down twice and the rest were in 
great danger. Thank God, they were 
spotted and all were saved. I feel sure 
that Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton was 
watching over them. 

Mrs. M. G. 

* * * WHITESTONE, N. Y.-Enclosed 
please find my offe1ing iu thanksgi~fng 
for the recovery of my husband who be
came ill on our vacation out west. My 
husband had trouble breathing because 
of the high altitude and when we en
tered a hospital we were surprised to 
find that it was staffed by Mother Se
ton's Sisters. We are very grateful to all 
the good Sisters and to Blessed Elizabeth 
Ann Seton for her intercession. 

Mrs. A. S. 

* * * ESSEXVILLE, MICH.-1 am very 
grateful for a great favor granted me 
through Mother Seton. I had a very 
serious operation a few months ago and 
then complications set in. Many Sisters 
of Charity prayed for my recovery and 
thanks to Mother Seton's intercession I 
am now home. Also in the last few 
years I had bought two homes at differ-
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A Bicentennial Suggestion 
Remarks by Commonwealth 

Cou,·t Judge Genevieve Blatt at 
the Pennsylvania State Conven
tion of the National Catholic 
Women's Union, held in St. 
Mary's Lyceum, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
on Sunday, July 16, 1972. 

"ALL OVER the United States plans 
are now being made for the Bicentennial 
celebration in 1976 of our national inde
pendence, and, in that connection, I have 
a special suggestion for American Cath
olics, particularly for American Catholic 
women. 

"My suggestion is that we all begin 
now to pray earnestly for the early can
onization of Blessed Elizabeth Seton. 

"I make this suggestion in the hope 
that we can celebrate in 1976, therefore, 
not only the Bicentennial Anniversary of 
our country's birth, but the canonization 
of our first native-born United States 
citizen Saint. 

"I also make this suggestion in the 
firm belief that there is no one in whose 
life are better epitomized those qualities 
of character and achievement which we 
would like to believe are not only saintly 
in the spiritual sense but truly American 
in the best sense of our best American 
traditions. 

"Elizabeth Seton was born in New 
York City on August 28, 1774, while 
delegates from New York and the other 
American colonies were on their way to 
the first Continental Congress which 
opened eight days later in Philadelphia 
on September 5. 

"Elizabeth Seton grew up in New 
York City during the hard days of our 
War for Independence, and the ever 
harder days afterwards while our new 
country tried to maintain the indepen
dence so dearly won. She attended Gen
eral George Washington's Inauguration 
as our first President, which took place 
at Broad and Wall Streets near her fam
ily home on April 30, 1789. She was 
married a few yards away in Trinity 
Church five years later, and she had five 
children while continuing to live in that 
same neighborhood. 

"When her husband's business col
lapsed, as did many others during those 
difficult years, and when he died and 
she was widowed, she not only carried 
on as breadwinner for her family, but 
was ultimately forced to do so in another 
city when her change in religious affilia
tion caused the withdrawal of pupils 
from the school she had been conduct
ing. She went first to Balrimore and then 

to the Maryland hills in Emmitsburg, 
arriving there in the very year that our 
country was forced to fight anew for its 
independence in the War of 1812. Her 
diary noted some of the problems she 
had during this time in buying provi
sions, when the British were actually oc
cupying and burning the city of Wash
ington, just a few miles south. 

"In Emmitsburg, while still seeing to 
the education of her own children she 
founded the first free Catholic school in 
America, and staffed it with the first 
members of the new religious order of 
women which she had begun in Balti
more and which has since grown to num
ber thousands of sisters in seven different 
foundations conducting hundreds of 
schools, hospitals and welfare institutions 
of all kinds throughout our country. 

"And she died in 1821, the very year 
when the beginning of President James 
Monroe's second term marked the first 
real period of stability our new country 
had yet known. 

"As we attempt to spread the spirit of 
ecumenism, what better example could we 
have than Elizabeth Seton who lived 
thirty-one years of her life as a devout 
Episcopalian, only sixteen as a devout 
Roman Catholic, and yet all forty-seven 
years as a devout Christian, whose heart 
and hands were at the service equally of 
every human being she encountered? 

"As we attempt to enlarge the role of 
women in our national and in our reli
gious life, both to recognize their rights 
as individuals and as citizens and to free 
and to utilize their potential leadership, 
what better example could we have than 
Elizabeth Seton who lived for twenty
nine years the sheltered life of daughter, 
wife or mother, but eighteen as the fam
ily breadwinner, and proved through all 
forty-seven that a womanly woman can 
make a major contribution not only to 

her own family but to the world outside 
as well? 

"As Americans-as Catholic Ameri
cans-and as American Catholic women 
-let us pray unceasingly that the early 
canonization of Elizabeth Seton may di
rect national attention during the cele
bration of the Bicentennial year of our 
national independence to this great 
American woman, whose work for God 
and for her fellow Americans so distin
guished her during the earliest days of 
our nation's life. 

"Let us pray that the saintliness so 
evident to all who knew her in her life
time then, two hundred years ago, may 
be formally and officially confirmed for 

the inspiration of us all as we celebrate 
our country's-and her country's-na
tional independence four years from now. 

"Let us pray, above all, that we, in our 
day, may do, as she did in hers, all that 
our own talents and our opportunities 
permit us to serve our country and our 
God. 

PRAYER 

"Dear God ... you know ... about 
Elizabeth Seton . . . no one need tell 
You . . . what a magnificent woman 
... what a great American ... what a 
Saint . . . she was . . . and is .. . 

"You know, too ... about me .. . 
and the other . . . women of America 
... and how many things ... we ought 
to do ... that we don't do . .. and 
how many things ... we do ... that we 
ought not ... to do ... 

"We should be following . . . her 
footsteps ... doing what she did . . . 
helping as she helped ... yes, suffering, 
too ... as she suffered ... for we know 
. . . just as she knew . . . what You 
expect of us ... as women ... as Amer-
ican women . . . privileged, it would 
seem . . . as no women before us . . . 
have ever been ... to live in a country 
... so great ... so free ... :ts ours ... 

"In our new born country . . . in its 
early days ... she was a woman ... of 
her times and yet we know . . . she is 
a woman . . . for our times . . . as 
well ... 

"And so, because . . . we are Ameri
cans ... and we are Catholics ... and 
we are women, too . . . we make to 
You . . . this special prayer: 

"MAY THE HONOR . . . OF 
FORMAL RECOGNITION ... AS A 
SAINT IN HEAVEN .. . BE SOON 
ACCORDED TO .. . ELIZABETH 
SETON . .. A GREAT AMERICAN 
CHRISTIAN . . . A DEVOTED 
DAUGHTER ... A LOVING WIFE 
AND MOTHER . . . A COUR
AGEOUS WIDOW . . . THE 
FOUNDER OF A GREAT RELI
GIOUS ORDER . . . AND MAY 
THIS HONOR . . . AND THIS 
RECOGNITION ... COME NOW, 
DEAR LORD . .. WHILE YET WE 
PLAN . . . THE CELEBRATION 
. . . OF OUR NATION'S BIRTH 
. .. SO THAT THE YEAR OF .. . 
1976 .. . MAY BE A TIME .. . 
OF DOUBLY JUBILANT ... DOU
BLE CELEBRATION . . . 

"WE ASK THIS . . . NOT JUST 
TO HONOR ... ELIZABETH SE

(Continued on Page 4) 



PAGE FouR 

Favors Adrnow!edgeJ 
(Continued from Page 2) 

ent times to live in and for reasons of 
health -I had to sell both of them. I asked 
Mother Seton for help and both times 
I was able to sell the houses without any 
trouble. 

Mrs. P.R. 

* * * NEW ORLEANS, LA.-Mother Se-
ton has helped my son with his school 
work when he was having so much trou
ble with one subject in particular. She 
has also helped him in his relationship 
with other children. I am thankful to 

Mother Seton and had promised to pub
licly acknowledge her help. 

Mrs W, C 

* * * TRENTON, N. ].-Compared to 
other favors obtained through the inter
cession of Mother Seton, mine may seem 
quite trivial. However, I am totally con
vinced it was her help that got me safely 
through school last year, and with a B 
average in the subject that was most 
dif!icult for me. 

Miss C. P. 

* * * ANONYMOUS-I wish to acknowl
edge Mother Seton's great intercessory 
powers. My father had been without 
work for six months when he obtained a 
good position with no decrease in salary. 
I am sure this opportunity came to us 
through Mother Seton's help. She has 
been a faithful friend and helper for 

MOTHER SETON GUILD BULLETIN 

Elizabeth Ann Seton interceded for me 
and my prayers were answered. 

Mrs. A. F. 

*** S. BOSTON, MASS.-I promised 
Blessed Elizabeth Ann Seton to thank 
her publicly if my uncle's eye operation 
was successful. The operation was suc
cessful and his sight has been saved. The 
night before the operation I gave him a 
Mother Seton relic and prayer cards. I 
know that she interceded for him. 

Mrs. M. C. M. 

* * * WESTMONT, N. J.-I am enclos-
ing a check in thanksgiving for a favor 
granted. I have prayed to Mother Seton 
since my daughter was a baby and born 
with cerebral palsy which_has afHicted her 
right side. After five operations and 
spending months in a cast she has enough 
use from her hand to have passed her 
driving tests and is now a licensed driver. 
My daughter and I attribute this to the 
intercession of Mother Seton and will 
continue to pray to her to intercede for 
us. 

E. L. V. 

* * * LYNBROOK, N. Y.-I had a lump 
removed from my forehead and the 
doctor told me I was one of a hundred 
to have no malignancy in this type of 
growth. Once again Mother Seton has 
answered my prayers. I shall continue to 
show my gratitude by spreading devotion 
to her. 

C.S. 
years, seeing us through many crises. * * * 

S. PHILADELPHIA, PA.-I wish to * * * acknowledge a favor received through the 
DETROIT, MICH.-I had promised intercession of Mother Seton. I am most 

publication and offering if I could sell grateful for this and all the favors 
my small home. Because of location, I through many years. 

_ found it was hard t_o_se_l_l._I_ kn_o_w_B_l_es_se_d ______________ E. F. K. 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA.-I am most 
grateful to Mother Seton for three fa. 
vors which were granted me through her 
intercession. I really call on her for so 
much and she always intercedes for me. 
I am truly grateful. 

H.K. 

*** HOLYOKE, MASS.-I am wntmg 
because I always call for help from 
Mother Seton. My brother-in-law had a 
heart attack and the doctors said there 
was no hope. We all prayed to Mother 
Seton and he recovered. Please publish 
these favors. 

Mrs. R.M.D. 

Vic.e fus._tulatoLs_Repru;t 
(Continued from Page I) 

de" is, for all its human side, a work 
that depend~ on the good pleasure of 
God. We seek Mother Seton's interces
sion for the granting of miracles in the 
first place. It is equally necessary that we 
seek her intercession for the "human" 
handling of a possible miracle. 

Your prayers, therefore, will be grate
fully appreciated. 

Bicentennial Suggestion 
(Continued from Page J) 

TON, LORD ... OR OUR COUN
TRY ... AND HERS ... OR THE 
WOMEN . . . OF THE WORLD 
. .. BUT FOR YOUR HONOR ... 
AND FOR YOUR GLORY ... SO 
THAT WE . . . AND OTHER 
WOMEN ... MAY BE ENCOUR-
AGED ... AND STRENGTHENED, 
TOO .. . ALWAYS AND EVERY-
WHERE . . . BY YOUR GRACE 
. .. TO FOLLOW HER EXAMPLE." 
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