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THE ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE of 
Can.adwu and tspcaall Amcncans forced the 
movm of the canoruuuon Mass and ceremony 
for S•. Elizahcth Ann Seton out of St. Peter'• 
Basrlta into rhc Squ;m:. Weeks m advan~, 
seven Amencan ardmals, 80 members of the 
hrcrarchv and some 16,000 priests, religious 
and fatty, had S1grufied dmr incenuon to be 
present. Under the d1rtcuon of Saster Eleanor 

la"'labb, ass sted h Sasters Helen Marie Law 
and Mary Ellen Sheldon, requests for uckcr 
were proccsscd be mrun at the end of May. 

There was no dasappointmcnt, either an 
"-Cather or crm,,,--d The rear Sunday d:iwn d 
ckar and beauuful, with lots of bright suruhine 
and JUst enough clouds to temper it nd s 
up pka.saru airs There were var us c t 
of the SIZC of the crowd, ranging from I ~O to 

250 thousand o matter, the scemm ly lmur 
less expanse of St. Pttcr's Square "a filled 

The cnrrance of Pope Paul m s1mplc proces
sion from the main door of the b:whca met 
wnh an unusual response. There was none of 
the wild cheering so dear to Continental crO"-ds. 
lrutud there wa, an arutant, reverential hush 
as the thouunds of Amcncans stood for the bc-

mrun of Ma s, JUSt as they do m their par 
uh churches at hotm. Jr ea1d much about 
American devouon, 

flan cd by rwo card nal du oru, the P 
was preceded by the concclebrant1 0£ th 
chOStn bcc.aw.t of the rela11 h p f r r 
to Mother Set n's life and the present locat on 
of her communrtaCJ' hcadquarttn. The wer 
Lawrence Cardin.al Shehan, Former Ar hbtShop 
of Balumorc, Terence: Cardinal Cook.c, Arch 
bishop of New York; Archb11hop ]ostph Ber 
rurd n of Cinctnnata, prrndent of the Nauonal 
Confmncc: of Catholic Buhops; Archbuh~ 
uo Gerety of Newarl:, Archbishop Wtl11am 
Borders of Balrunore; Archbuh p James Ha ca 

(Contmurd on Pa r J) 

anoni7.ation of Mother eton 
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Pop Paul' 0 

YES, VENERABLE BROTHERS and beloved son 
and d ughter , Elizabeth Ann Seton is a saint. 

We rtJOICe and we are deeply moved that our postolte 
mm1Stry authorizes u to make thlS solemn decl.rauon 
before all of you h re present, before the Holy Catholic 
Church, before the entire American people, and before 
all humanity. Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a mt. 

She the nr t daughter of the meed States of 
Amenca to be lortficd wath th ancomparable attribute. 

ut t o e m n c ts mt " 
\X e all ha\e some idea of the meanm of this htgh t 

utle, but u is till d cult for us to ma an exact nalys1 

of lt. 
Being a same means bem perf e t \\ 1th a perfection 

th t ttams the h1 hest le d th t a human b mg can 
reach. A int is h man creature fully conformed to 
che ll of God. A mt ~ m whom all sm -
the prmc1ple of death 1S cancdcd out and replaced by 
the hvm plend r of dt\ e raoe 

The nal of the co ept of nctlt bnn s us to 
re o m e m a ul the m n of t o elements that 
arc ennrely different but ether to produce 

m le effect. net t 
One of th e elm1ents cl 

ment, ra 
alv.a 

t 

ut m th 
nn un e to th w rid: 

~ e ot 
wh1 th 

n rt 
of the mo t valual le frm 

en u 

tt n nd J \ 
truth ured 

nd up to God n 
t 

h t e n u, 
lrca I f 

urt er. 
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new mt: to know her, in order to adm1r:e 111 her an out 
tandmg human figure, in order to prat.Se God 

wonderful m His saints, to imitate her ex.amp 
this ceremony places m a light that di 
edification, to invoke her proteaion, no 
the certitude of her parttetpatton m the exella.I:~ 
heavenly life m the M}-strcal Bod f 
call the commumon of mts and m h 
although still belon m to life on cart 

\Ve shall not, therefore pea • of 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. Th lS ne th 
place for a fimn commemorat n of 

But at least let u em n th 
commemorat n ou d be o e 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton an -n1, .. r .. .,,, 

this wtth pmtu l JO , and 
hononng the land and the nat 
\ elously sprang forth as the fi t 
of the saints. This IS the m e ich m h 
\liord to the e cdlent 'O of Father D 
Cardinal Spellman, Archbish p of ) red 
to her as pnmary and characterisuc Ehzabedi Ann 
Seton was "1011 American. 

Re10 oe e sa to the great nan n of the Uruted 
tates of Amenca. Re101cc for our lor us daug ter. 

Be pr ud of her. nd know ho\\ to presen e er £run 
h t e. This m t bcaunful figure of a ho 

nts to the v. orld and to histo the a t 

n~ nd authentic riches that are that tt 
tual t h,ch rour tempora 

re and Im t make 
is indeed ,rnrth} 

brolLll!h't p and 
t ,PIS.COlt>al un 

thi:; chu .., w ened and 
f tercd the d Chnst an sentuncnt 
\ h ch m the t ere naturall predtSposed 

to the m t us and li\C_l rnamfestatton . \X
1
e 

"1llm nize this rnent, and. DO\\ m "ell ho, 
much 1t t Elizabeth to pass O\ r to the Catholic 
Church. v. e dm1re her courage for adherin to the reli-
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~,ou tnith nd divine rc. lttv which \\Cre manifested to 
her thcr m. nd , e are hkew IS pie d to cc that from 
this me dhercnce to the atholtc hurch she expert• 
enc d re t peace and ecurit , and found 1t natur I ro 
p enc II ch good thin which her mcml rsh1p an 
the fer.ent EptSCopaltan community had t u ht hr.r, an 
o man beautiful expre i ns, e pecmlly of rel, 1ou 

piet\, and chat he y;a al\\a'5 faithful m her ~teem and 
affection for those from ,\horn her tholtc profe 10n 
had di eparated her. For u 1t is a mouve of hope 
and a pre ge of e,er better ecumenical relations to note 
the presence t this ceremon f d un uish d Eptseo l 
dignitaries. to w horn mterprermg as it were the heart
felt sentiment of th ne, saint-we extend our greeting 
of de, ouon and good ,, tShes. 

And then \\e mu t note chat Elizabeth Seton was the 
mother of a fam1l and at the same time the foundre 
of the first relt iou congregation of women tn the 
United tates. Although chis social and ecclcsial con
dition of hers IS not unique or new (we may recall for 
example. St. Birgitta, St. Frances of Rome, St. J n 
Frances Frenuot de Chantal, St. Lomse de M rill 
in a particular way rt distinguishes St. Ehzab th 
Bayley Seton for her complete femininity, o th t e 
proclaim the supreme exaltation of a w n n b th 
Catholic Church, we are pleased to note chat ch evmt 
coincides \\ith an initiative of the Umted In 
temational Women's Year. Th1S pro r m 
mating an awareness of the obit :mon mcu 
all to recogntze the true role of o en 
and to contribute to th tr uthent 
society. And we re101cc at the bond chat 
between this program and toda ' can.u..iw.auu ..... 
Church renders the greatest honor µu;,.::.au,.e to E U,cll~•.u 

Ann Bayley Seton and extols her personal and evt-r!anrt11. 

nary contnbuuon as a woman-a fe, a 
widow, and a religious. 

May the dynamism and auth ntictt 
example m our day and for enerat n t 

what women can and mu t c mp! h n t e f 
of their rol , for the ood of hum n 

And finally we mu t r II th t ch 
characteristic of our mt ti f 
satd, the foundress of th fir t rel 
womtn m the United State It \~ 
religious family of St. \ me nt d 
divided into various autonomou br nch 
cipal ones now pread throu hout th w 
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all of them recognize their or1gm m the fir r group, that 
of the Sisters of Chanty of St. Joseph' , personally es
tablished by St. Elizabeth Seton at Emmitsburg m the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore. The apo tolate of hclpm the 
poor nd the running of parochial school m Amenca 
h d this humble, poor, courageous and glorious begin
nm. 

This • ccount, w htch con tltut the central nucleus of 
the earthly history nd worldwide f me of the work of 
Mother Seton would mer t a more extended treatment. 
B t we know that her sptntual daughter will talce care 
to nr th wor 1 lf d rv . 

And t erefore to these chosen daughters of the saint 
\\C d rect our peaal and cordial greetmg, with the hope 
that the ma\ be enab eel to be fauhful to their provi
denual and h mst tuu n, that their fervor and their 
numbe.rs ma mcrease. m the constant conv1ct1on that 
the have chosm and follo cd a ublune vocauon that 
ts wonh of bemg served with the total gift of the r 
hean, the t cal g1ft of metr lives. And may che> always 
be mindful of the final exhortation of their foundress 
saint th rords that she pronounced on her deathbed, 
Ike a he.aenh testa ent on January 2, 1821: "Be chil
dren of the Church. An we would add: forever. 

And to a our be ed sons and daughters m the 
t the enure Church of God 

e f Ou , die lonou hen e of 
I all an eccl al h nt e 

f r od nd f r othe 

n s I r tings 
al t 1other 

r pa er/ I 
th Ann tt 
od man 

de routs. 
art and , 

Hol Fat 

T GG T C.M. 
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of Ha 
G 
Lr,; 

nrn,<Wirm word1 
r fdu:M tH 

f the Ca fat 
mc:-usc £ Omsuan fe. 
f Our Lcrd Jesus Chmt, of the 

Peter a.n:i Pa and by Our a t ty after rrui

t re de iberanon and most fr~ent pra er for 
d:vme ass;u,m«, ha "' oba:.'led che counsel 

f many f • brother bishops, we declare and 
toe deb that Blessed Elizabeth Ann Bayley 
Seton a saint, and we inscribe her name in 
the calendar of saints, and mandate that she 
s ld be devoudy hcnored among the saints 
m the universal Oiurch." 

There was str emouon m the Pope's 
VOJU as he pronounced the words makmg E112-
abeth Ann Seton a samt, and agam at the end 
of the formula when he decreed that Ule Wal 

to be vcntr;,ted "among the saints." The sol
emn pronouncement was greeted with loud and 
sustained applause. 

Pope Paul then proceeded co deliver bu hom
ily (which is pnnted m full m these pages) m 
the dearest English this wnter has ever heard 
hun speak. There can be no doubt, both from 
bu careful preparauon-,he studi<d che life and 
works of the new saint daily for weeb before 
-and equally ureful an-¼ eamut delivery, that 

ply ~d and p 
and reatn of 

" 
a • 

a .. -oman had 
of a papal Mass. 

ion ted f x rt"p-
r Set 's communme and 
by uch of the rommuni

nes n a non to e ttadinon:tl cifts of casks 
f .. me and loans of bread symbolw.ng che 

fru u of che earth, candles s 'fflholwn Oinsc 
as Light f orld, ca~s of birds symbol12-
mg peace ~rs repruc:ntin the beauues 
of God's ere rhere wen: added two ts 

re ~ nt SUJD: p aque.s msa,bed th 
sayings from r Seton's wnun and =· 
ncs made setds of tttt.s grow mg m 

1 ther Set •s tune on the Emnmsburg prop
erty here e established hu sisterhood and 
school. 

ncs ~ ~nted by S C110ta Fran
Quaratw of Pisa and S gnora 

Fi icdu Carampt of Rome, great 
gr~mdda11ghttn f Antonio and Amab1 ia Fi IC• 

th Antonio's brother Filippo mtro
beth Ann to thc CathollC Faith 

at thar home Ell ln'Omo. The two ststers are 
granddn}drcn f that umc Patnoo Fil cchi of 

Ehzahcth Seton wrote to his mother that 
athcr An ruo, m America at the 

.. ta of Patnao as 1f he had $ttil bun but 
terda;.' 

One hundreJ and ~nty-five pncsts ~-ere 
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d to d, tnbutc Holy Commum • The 
Pope hunsclf av Communion to mon rhan 
a hundred pcop hen the Katcd porn n of 
rhc c auon had re~1Ycd, the pr1uu 

~cd to the barncad to communicate as 
man of th standing s possible. ,nee there 
coo d not pou bly be cnou h h ts to acrom 
modate the , there ensued the rather po iunt 

ne of people pushm up to the barncadl'.s 
and p!eadm for Communion Once again, 
there .. as the m morable le n of the faith of 
God's pcopk. 

1any who ,utehed the canonization on tele
on m Amcnca later commented on the 

secuun frail of the Ponti . He ,s, of course, 
., ,cars old nd f llow an unpossably arduous 

hcdu c, but t w nter he st:mds up under 
1t rcmar ab v we I The unpressaon of frailty 

ivcn p~l by h 5h rt steps and the 
fact that he m t be helped up and down 
ta rs but th due t a .1tvcrc form of ar-

thnt f t k At d ran c he seems un-
icu vnal nd YI orous and well pre• 
~ d I sha nc~ r for t the memorable am• 

pre 10n of b ncd strength and gentlenes 
he ~-cd f rth as he met each of us at the 
penal audience, his face streaked with pcrsp1• 

rauon from the long ceremony en the sun he 
had u t completed JUst one of many dunn 
the Ion Holy Year. With n minutes he was 
at his study window overloolcmg St. Peter's 
Square, rece1V1ng the cheers of the crowd, 
speaking once more of the new sautt, 
rhe angelus with has children, and chccrul£ the 
uplo t of the Italian parachutist who had JU t 

catapulted into the Square bearing an ima c of 
(Contrnucd P4 I' 6) 
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SAi TT ELIZABETH SETO 
(Conllnutd from P4gl' , } 

the Mad nna atop the Malan cathedral. 
At the special audaena: S, ter Hildegarde 

Man Mahon y, SC, chairman of the Fed
er ti n of Mother Seton•• Daughters, presented 
the H I Father 1th a check m an und 
d d a unt for the poor and the needy of 

d The check wu enclosed m a beau• 
mated Pr scntan n folder whose text 

Con re the orhcr a c emporary fla , 
a three Jtatue of SL Franas of As-
• I v ls and vestments 

On afumoon. September I~, Am-
In V pe the Ame ncan envoy to 
Ira • bot Lod e, the ,pecul 
Amer e at the H ly See, ten• 
dered a mvtttd g csts at Villa 
La Pa Lodge's offiaal rm-

was held m the beauti-
1 ardens of the res,-

t n 
door stage of the open arena ~-ere Ca 
S ehan f Bal e, Coch of 
Medeiros of Bosron, Dear 
f Phtladelplua, and 

Archbishops Bcmard:n of 
0 
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Music '"'as supplieJ by 
Community Oiorus under the 
S ster Jane Mane Perrot D 
Navy Br.us Quartet and 
Quartet-the same 
rustory the day be£ 
of the canoruzat 
s :me Cllou. 

The~ 
w 

the 
w 


